Theme: God leads his dear children through his good plan despite all stubborn
demand.
Introduction: Children are sometimes stubborn, and even God the Father
experienced this in relation to his children Israel. Yet in the Father’s interactions with
Israel, we see an example of loving, gracious leadership. He worked through their
stubborn sin to achieve his good purposes.

We can watch this unfold in 3 points:
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1. Dear children
Thus far in this book, Israel is in a desperate state. They are idolatrous and in
rebellion against God. But he has worked to humble them.
He calls Israel to return to him with their whole heart. They must put away idols
and put their trust wholly in him.
They repent, and ask Samuel to intercede for them. He erects an Ebenezer, a
stone of help, to mark God’s deliverance of his people.
2. Stubborn demand
Decades later, Samuel’s sons are corrupt and Israel asks for a king to rule them
instead (8:1-9). God and Samuel are both displeased.
God had promised Israel a king many years earlier; but their motive in asking was
all wrong. They were looking to an earthly king for deliverance.
So, too, we can demand things of God, thinking that we know best how our lives
ought to go. We feel justified in our attempts to usurp his authority.
3. God’s good plan
Though he disapproved of their motive, God approved their request. He granted
them a king. And he did not do so out of spite.
God raised up Saul to be a deliverer for Israel. Though his reign does go south
quickly, we should appreciate the good that the Lord used him to accomplish.
We, too, can be assured that God’s purposes for his people are never thwarted.
Though we may sin and rebel, he is gracious and always works out his good plan.
Questions:

1. Where are you looking for purpose, meaning, and hope in your life?
2. Is there anything that you are demanding from God? Is there anything that you feel
like you need before you can trust him?
[Type here]

3. How has God shown his patient love toward you? How have you experienced his
grace in spite of yourself?

