Theme: Serve the Lord with all your heart because you are his people.
Introduction: In 1 Sam 12, Samuel confronts the children of Israel with their rebellion
against God, especially as shown in their demand for a king. In response, the people
are convicted and ask Samuel to intercede for them. His reply? He calls Israel to serve
the Lord whole-heartedly, and not to turn aside to empty gods that cannot save.

We can understand this call to whole-hearted devotion in 3 pictures:
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1. A picture of grace in judgment
In ch 12, Samuel is saying farewell as he steps down from leading Israel. His
speaks to the people, and presents a trial with 3 parties.
The 1st party is Samuel. He’s settling accounts from his time as their leader. He is
found to be faithful. The 2nd party is God. He is blameless. The 3rd party is Israel.
They are found to have rebelled against God.
Yet despite Israel’s rebellion, the Lord is merciful. He “will not forsake his people”
(v. 22)
2. A picture of half-heartedness
King Saul is, sadly, half-hearted. First, we see it in his approach to worship. Rather
than wait for Samuel, he sacrifices for the army in order to keep them happy.
Second, we see it in his quest for vengeance. He curses anyone who would stop
to eat instead of being solely committed to destroying the Philistines.
Third, we see it in his failure to annihilate the Amalekites. He spares Agag and the
choice animals. In all 3 cases Saul seeks to justify his disobedience.
3. A picture of whole-heartedness
Samuel is a picture of whole-heartedness. Every time he appears he is obeying
the voice of the Lord.
Ironically, Jonathan is another such picture. Every time he appears he is saving
God’s people.
David, Saul’s replacement, is the final such picture. He is chosen and anointed in
ch. 16.
Questions:

1. Is your heart divided? Where do you look for satisfaction? What are you seeking to
accomplish in life?
2. Is the Lord committed to you in spite of your sins?
[Type here]

3. Is there any rebellion that you’re trying to justify before the Lord?

