Theme: Trust God in the face of your adversity and you will walk in his favor.
Introduction: The story of David and Goliath is perhaps the best-known tale in the
Bible, and in this story we find 3 of the Bible’s main themes: 1) this world is filled with
great evil and dangers; 2) God’s people must not fear; and 3) God will triumph. We
find these themes all throughout David’s life, and especially here in the early years.

We can see David’s faith and the Lord’s favor in the midst of adversity in 3 steps:
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1. Faith in the face of contempt (ch. 17)
The Israelites were oppressed and seemed helpless before the great Philistine
champion, Goliath. King Saul failed to fulfill his role and cowered in fear.
God raised up David, an unlikely deliverer, to save his people. David
demonstrated genuine faith and concern for God’s glory.
David faced contempt at every turn: his brother, Saul, and Goliath all thought he
was not fit to fight. Goliath also showed contempt for the Lord.
The Lord brings adversities into our lives to show us our neediness and so we cry
out to him and find him to be faithful.
2. Favor amidst opposition (ch. 18)
After his triumph, David meets Jonathan and their souls are knit together. They
are two godly men who demonstrate deep and genuine friendship.
David experiences the Lord’s favor at every turn: in friendship, in battle, and in
marriage. But he also faces great opposition from Saul.
The world may hate God’s people because they’re jealous of us. They may resent
God’s hand of blessing on our lives.
3. Protection amidst danger (chs. 19-20)
Saul decided to try to involve others in his quest to destroy David. He spoke to his
servants and Jonathan to that end.
Jonathan intercedes for David and temporarily dissuades Saul. Then his daughter,
Michal, deceives Saul’s men and saves David’s life.
Chapter 20 tells the story of Jonathan and David’s struggle against Saul’s plots.
They covenant together and work to frustrate Saul’s evil plans.
Questions:

1. Are you facing a trial or adversity that you are not taking to the Lord?

[Type here]

2. Are you living as though God is real and for his glory? How is he being glorified in
your life?
3. How does the Lord’s perfect faithfulness throughout history encourage your faith?

