Theme: Stay your soul in the hard place of hope for you will not be disappointed by
what the Lord has in store.
Introduction: In many ways, this world is running away from God. Sinners run to all
manner of pleasures that we think will bring happiness and satisfaction to our souls. In
today’s text, David is running, literally, for his life. But though he is constantly moving
bodily, in his soul he is fixed on the Lord. David places his trust in the Lord even in the
midst of great hardship.
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We can trace David’s faith through hardship in 3 movements:
1. The hopeless turns of life
After departing from Jonathan, David is completely alone. He is hunted by Saul,
held captive by Achish, king of Gath, and treated treacherously.
The promise of his anointing as king seems meaningless when compared to the
actual circumstances of his life.
Saul also destroyed the city of Nob, the city of the priests. So, Israel as a nation
was suffering from a wicked king and the absence of the priests.
David writes Pss 34 & 56 in response to these sufferings. He affirms the truth: no
matter how difficult our circumstances, God’s good purposes will stand.
2. The hopeful task on hand
Though David had the opportunity to take matters into his own hands at Engedi
(24:1-6), he refused. He was committed to honoring the Lord with his actions.
When Saul realized what David had done, he testified that David would surely
inherit the kingdom (24:20). David’s faith in God led to his receiving the kingdom
in a righteous manner.
The Lord provided for David in many ways while he was being hunted. He
provided food, fellowship and protection. Most notably, he provided a meeting
with Jonathan, who strengthened him in the Lord (23:16)
3. Good things come to those who wait in hope
Just like his Savior, David learned obedience through what he suffered (cf. Heb
5:8). The path of Christian maturity travels through hardship.
David was guaranteed the throne by the Lord himself; but his life certainly did not
appear to be on a path of success. His trials were revealing his true hope.
Questions:

1. When you seek to escape from suffering, where do you turn?
[Type here]

2. What is the Lord doing in your life through hardship?
3. What promises does God hold out to you to persevere in trusting him?

