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This year especially it seems weʼve certainly had our fair share of
waiting with great expectation. Itʼs been challenging to wait for things 
like a vaccine or election results or kids returning to their schools. We 
know that there will be an end to all this anticipation. One day it will 
be over. Kids will reunite with their classmates, remedies or vaccines 
will (Lord willing) bring this pandemic to an end, and the government 
will fill all its seats and carry on with the work of the people.

This year offers a unique opportunity to rethink and experience afresh 
the importance of Advent as an invitation to prepare our hearts for the 
coming of what we need most. This is a different kind of anticipation, 
for Advent invites us to look back and forward at the coming of Christ 
in the world and in our hearts. The atonement – forgiveness of sins, 
adoption as children – for which humanity was waiting has already 
come through Christ, and yet we eager await His return, which is not 
yet here. The season of Advent has a wonderfully rich history that 
should guide our hearts into expectation, joy, hope, self-reflection, and 
ultimately a deeper sense of worship of Jesus.

The term “advent” derives from the Latin verb advenire, which simply 
means “to arrive” or “to come.” Christians throughout the first four 
centuries Christians understood Advent to have a dual reference to 
Jesusʼ first coming into this world from his virgin mother as well as His 
second coming, but the earliest evidence we have of Christians 
considering “Advent” a season comes from the fifth and sixth 
centuries. Pope Leo I in the fifth century viewed the closing of the 
agricultural year in mid-December through a liturgical and theological 
connection to the end of time, the consummation of history, and thus, 

the second coming of Christ. However, itʼs not until the councils of 
Tours in the sixth century that we find specific mention of the Advent 
Season in a threefold sense: as a season of Lent, of penitence leading 
to baptism, as celebration of Christʼs birth and the victory over death 
in His crucifixion and resurrection, and of course the Parousia or 
second coming of the royal, exalted Christ.

Despite a checkered reception at times, Advent has been seen 
throughout much of history as a season of anticipation. Like the ancient 
Israelites who awaited the coming of the Messiah, Christians both 
anticipate celebrating Jesusʼ birth and all that means for us now while 
also eagerly anticipating His second coming in glory. For many Advent 
is a spiritual journey, a time of Christian self-examination, dedicating 
our hearts, minds, and souls afresh to the God who has already 
entered time to deliver us from sin and who will come again to 
establish His kingdom fully.

This Advent season we find ourselves waiting yet again, but in a very 
different way. We remember that for Christians throughout the 
centuries, Advent has been a season of eager anticipation for what will 
be as well as deep sense of hope, joy, and Godʼs immanence through 
the Incarnation. Perhaps no better carol captures this sense than “O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel.” As we sing this song together, our voices 
join those of Godʼs people throughout history, recognizing the 
now-realized expectation we have in Christʼs first advent as well as the 
deep longing we all have for His second. Yet we should also 
experience these layers of anticipation, hope, and joy without losing 
sight of the historical call to penitence and self-examination so that we 
may live faithfully in light of the Gospel of Godʼs coming to meet us, 
redeem us, and restore us.
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Everyone has a story. The young are filled with fear that the story of their lives wonʼt be 
grand. The old are filled with lament because their story never worked out as planned. We all 
long for a great story, but it can never be guaranteed … or can it? Our story must become a 
part of Jesusʼ story.

In Matthew 1, the story begins with a genealogy. This not only serves to prove the historicity 
of Jesusʼ life, but also speaks to the shocking nature of his ministry. A genealogy was used in 
the ancient near east to prove worth and credibility. This was a royal résumé. It should paint 
the best possible picture of you. This genealogy is full of blemishes and reveals that the most 
unlikely characters are part of Jesusʼ story.

In the first six verses we find the following names: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba (Uriahʼs 
wife). This is a terrible start to the story. First, women were typically not included. They had no 
rights and were not taken seriously in this culture. Second, these were Gentile women, consid-
ered unclean and racial outsiders. Third, most of them have scandalous pasts – Tamar sells her 
herself as a prostitute to Judah, her father-in-law; Rahab is a prostitute; and Bathsheba commits 
adultery with David. How are they in the family? How are they part of the story of Jesus?

Although itʼs shocking and counterintuitive, itʼs what makes Christmas good news! Once 
considered outsiders they are now included in the family of God. But we shouldnʼt be 
surprised. The Samaritan woman, the Ninevites, the Ethiopian eunuch, the man born blind, 
even the author of this Gospel (Matthew) are all part of the story! Jesus is the great reconciler 
and allows our story to be woven into to his.

Christmas announces that we all can have a new story, regardless of who we are or what we 
have done. Maybe youʼve always felt like you were on the outside. God wants you to be 
included. Jesus alone makes this a reality.

His story can be your story!

Author: Rob Pacienza
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In keeping with the theme, light emerging from darkness, Psalm 130 exhorts Israel to hope in 
the LORD, hope in His steadfast love, and hope in His plentiful redemption. The Psalm reminds 
us that hope is God. The Hope of Israel is realized as God unfolds His redemptive plan and 
we witness His love on magnificent display throughout Israel's story. Between Malachi and 
Matthew there was a darkness that longed for the emergence of light.

It went something like this: in the second century BC, the Seleucids conquered Israel and the 
worship of Yahweh was outlawed. A statue of Zeus was erected in Godʼs holy temple.  A 
courageous priest rallied a small band of men that ultimately defeated the Assyrians and won 
for the Jews a brief period of freedom. The Feast of Dedication, Hanukkah, celebrates the 
miracle of the military victory and the rededication of the temple.

Hanukkah exults in Messianic hope and expectation and is its own kind of advent. In this time 
between the testaments, Godʼs Word was silent. Hanukkah is a hope realized in a time of 
darkness. Godʼs steadfast love and plentiful redemption burst into the darkness of Israelʼs dire 
circumstances when He rescued them and began to set things aright. It is a picture of the Hope 
that is yet to be born in Christ Jesus.

This year, the Feast of Dedication--Hannukah--falls within the celebration of advent. A feast 
Jesus Himself celebrated. Like ancient Israel, we find ourselves in a season of darkness. We 
are wondering how and when God in His steadfast love and plentiful redemption will burst 
into our own circumstances. We face myriads of unknowns: a global pandemic, political 
unrest, continued racial injustice, unstable economies, and social isolation. We long for the 
emergence of light into our darkness.

Jesus is the fulfillment of Israelʼs hope. Hope was realized as Jesus clothed Himself in humanity 
and entered our world. Jesus is our Hope! During this challenging time of darkness and 
longing, Advent reminds us that in another season of darkness and longing, Hope was born. 
The True Light has come! Advent also invites us to hope in the Lord in our current circumstanc-
es and to wait expectantly and longingly for the coming redemption and restoration in the 
new heaven and new earth.
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To call these times tumultuous is an understatement. At every turn, the culture is aflame with 
seemingly endless political animosity, accusation, controversy, and power struggles, and even 
efforts to overthrow the government. Politics spills over into every arena of life, and every 
discussion seems colored by it. Basic civility is destroyed by zealots whose concerns are rooted 
solely in self-interest. Religious freedom is under attack by fanatical advocates of a secularized 
orthodoxy, who will brook no restraint on their own freedom—even as they undermine the 
freedom of others. And amid all the contention and passion of argument and counter-argu-
ment, there is no peace.

Welcome to the Roman Empire on the night Christ was born. We see our times as troublous 
and rightly so. We live in a time when a great clash of orthodoxies has reached a fever 
pitch—the clash between submission to the God-ordained order of creation and the man-cen-
tered rebellion against God.

Our devotional text today is from an equally tumultuous time. Jerusalem was sacked with the 
Jewish captives carried off to Babylon. And in the verses immediately prior to our devotional 
text (v.10) God promised that after 70 years, He would visit the Jews and bring them back to 
Jerusalem, and in that day He will hear them.

This verse is equally for those Israelites and for us. The promised restoration for the Jews is 
fulfilled by the Persian king Cyrus. The Babylonians refused to let the Jews return, so God 
raised up Cyrus to conquer Babylon and fulfill the 70-year old promise. Therefore, the proper 
context is: I will visit you and restore you to the city of the Great King. There you will find me.

Yet, these verses also foreshadow an even greater reality—the coming of the infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable God-man. The proper context for this understanding is: I will visit you and 
“then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me 
and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.”

In Christ, God did visit His people. He rescued those who called upon the name of the 
Lord—those who sought Him with all their heart. We who were exiled from the presence of 
God by sin and rebellion were brought back to Him as a result of the first Advent of Christ.

Author: Dr. Frank Wright
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From the very beginning, a revolution has been underway. The first temptation in the Garden 
remains the most effective temptation of all. “Did God actually say?” the devil asks, attempting 
to sow doubt. First, obscure the truth and call it into question. Second, contradict it directly and 
offer an enticing new possibility: “You will not surely die… For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:1, 
4-5). This temptation is the creed of the revolution: God cannot be trusted in what he says; 
even more, God actually seeks to hold us back from fulfilling our full potential. Instead, we 
should go our own way.

Humanity was always destined to be royal, but, apart from God, our dominion is one that 
moves our world toward chaotic darkness like that which existed before the world was creat-
ed, rather than into the light of holiness, justice, and peace. Our flight to self-worship and 
self-enthronement has only produced despots, as we each seek to build our own kingdoms, 
treating neighbors as enemies, and seeking our own good above all else

The prophet Samuel warned the people that only God would be a good king. If they rejected 
Godʼs rule over them and propped up a human king like the other nations of the world, their 
kings would become tyrants: they will take your sons and send them to war, take your daugh-
ters and make them their property, take the harvest you worked hard to reap, and then take 
the very fields and orchards as well, for good measure.

As always, the people reject God and go their own way and Israelʼs history is one long list of 
kings who fall short. Despite this, God promised that one day there would come a king from 
Davidʼs line. This king would reign over an eternal kingdom. This king would be the Son of 
God. When this king reigns, everything would be made right once again.

Advent reminds us of this longing — first in hoping for the kingʼs first coming, but secondly in 
our hope that he will return again. At his first Advent, Jesus became king, though the light of 
the world appeared to be extinguished by the darkness, expiring on the cross. But the dark-
ness could not overcome him, for he conquered the grave itself and now reigns at Godʼs right 
hand.At his second Advent, his Kingdom will be seen in the full, and all things will made right 
forever. As we remember the coming of the rightful King, let us live in the light of his Kingdom. 
For the King who could not be defeated before, will surely be victorious forever!

Author: David Bibee
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Several things can be said about the Old Testament prophets. First, they were set apart and 
commissioned by God (Jer. 1:4-10). Also, their purpose was to be a revelation of the mind of 
God (Hebrews 11:1-3). And they were empowered by Godʼs Spirit so that each prophet could 
boldly say  “Thus saith the Lord” (Deut. 18:18).

The long line of prophets coming after Moses were principally reformers.  They called Israel to 
repent and to return to true worship and obedience.  They also called the people to do justice, 
revealing Godʼs character and concern for the poor and downtrodden.

From the prophet Habakkuk (2:2-3) we see the five potential elements of the prophecies they 
delivered. First, they were a revelation (or vision) from God. Second, they often contained 
predictive elements. Third, being from God they would certainly be fulfilled. Fourth, the 
revelations were to be written down. And fifth, these written prophecies were to be carried as 
a herald to others—and in our day to the very ends of the Earth.

Among the prophetic revelations were Godʼs self-disclosure of the nature, character, and 
purposes of God. That the Lord God Almighty was infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His 
being, wisdom, power, goodness, holiness, justice, and truth. That the Ancient of Days was a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin—but who will by 
no means clear the guilty. In the present text, the reference is to a Singular Prophet. One who 
will speak only what God commands. One whose voice is to be obeyed—on penalty of the 
judgment of God. And about 1400 years later this Last Prophet was revealed.

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Hebrews 
1:1-3). Thus, the Light of the Prophets gave way to the Light of Christ—the One true Prophet of 
God. This is the great light whose coming we await in Advent.

Author: Dr. Frank Wright
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“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  

It may seem a like a surprising verse for the Advent Season because itʼs not about wise 
men or shepherds, but Genesis 3:15 contains one of the most beautiful promises of the 
coming Savior.   Adam and Eve had just disobeyed God in the garden by succumbing to 
the words of the serpent and eating the forbidden fruit. More than that, they believed the 
lie that they could live independently from God. Through one rebellious act, humanity was 
forever plunged into darkness. God said to the serpent (Satan),

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring…”  

Temptation gave way to disobedience; disobedience gave way to rebellion; rebellion gave 
way to sin and separation from God.  But out of the darkness of these circumstances, the 
light of Godʼs promises emerge:

“…he shall bruise your head,� and you shall bruise his heel.”

This isnʼt just a promise to the serpent, but to Adam and Eveʼs descendants that the seed of 
the woman would one day crush the seed of the serpent.  Although hostility and enmity 
are the result of sin, God guarantees the eventual destruction of the evil one.  Even as we 
read Genesis, we can anticipate the birth of Jesus.  He would be the offspring of Eve that 
would crush the head of Satan.  1 John 3:8 says that “the reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”  
    
Adam and Eve and generations after them had to trust God and hope in his promise to 
eradicate evil just as we are called to hope and believe that Jesus is the one who has done 
this.  As light emerges from darkness, so Jesus showed himself to be the fulfillment of all 
that God has promised (2 Corinthians 1:20).  Take hope in Christ this season for he came 
not only to destroy the devil, but to be the Savior of the world who is making all things 
new.

Author: Caleb Koornneef
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“For it is you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness.”

King David wrote Psalm 18 as a reflection on all the ways that God had delivered him from 
the hand of his enemies and from Saul.  Surely, this man was no stranger difficult circumstanc-
es.  In his life, he faced more uncertainty and hardship than most of us could handle.  But 
thatʼs exactly why Psalm 18:28 is such a beautiful moment in Davidʼs story.  Despite the 
uncertainty and the unknown, David declares that it is God who lights his lamp and illuminates 
his darkness.

Whatʼs interesting is that David doesnʼt simply give thanks to God for lighting a lamp before 
him, but also for actually converting his darkness into light.  Lost on his own, David praises 
God for entering into his darkness and being the light, hope, joy and peace that is needed.  

We often feel lost in the “darkness” of our own circumstances – fear, pressures, anxiety, 
confusion, uncertainty, distress, etc.  By Godʼs grace, heʼs done more than point us in a 
direction – the Lord has shown himself to be the way the truth and the life (John 14:6).  We 
can know and believe this to be true because, even in the Old Testament, Jesus is the fulfilment 
to all of Godʼs promises. Who better to anticipate as we read Psalm 18, than Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World?  

As the first verse of the famous hymn goes, we mourn in lowly exile “until the Son of God 
appear” (O Come O Come Emmanuel).  On our own, we are hopelessly lost.  But the 
presence of Christ has the power to illuminate our circumstances and actually expel the 
darkness within our own hearts.  “O Come, O Come!”

Author: Caleb Koornneef
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At his first advent, Jesus was not the only man born into the world with a mission. No, there 
was another and his name was John. John is a wonderful model of the ministry to which we are 
called—pointing everyone always to Jesus. Both Jesus and John were born miraculously to 
women who couldnʼt have children—Mary because she was a virgin and Elizabeth because she 
was barren in her older age—much like Sarah those long centuries before, the first of Israelʼs 
miraculous mothers. Both were born into the world like twin witnesses to Godʼs faithfulness: 
Jesus as the fulfillment of every promise and John as the herald announcing the promises were 
now fulfilled.

From our passage today, we are shown a truly amazing proclamation of the salvation that was 
dawning in Israel. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Zechariah says that now is the time when “[God] 
has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house 
of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old” (v. 68-70). The 
coming of Christ into the world was nothing less than God fulfilling his promises, the words 
spoken through the prophets, and “the oath that [God] swore to our father Abraham,” (v. 73) 
that through the seed of Abraham all the nations of the earth will be blessed.

Understood through natural eyes, this promise to Abraham may appear to be about having 
prosperous descendants who even benefit the nations around them. It is in fact the promise of 
Jesus himself—He is the promised seed of Abraham through whom all people, from every tribe 
and tongue, are redeemed (Galatians 3:16-18).

And John would have a role to play in the ministry of the coming Savior from Davidʼs house. 
John would prepare the way of the Lord.  He would make disciples until finally, he would give 
all his disciples away. John was the final prophet who appeared before the Lord came, like the 
watchman on the wall crying out that the sun was finally dawning after a long night. The wait 
was over. Now, finally, was the time of Godʼs tender mercy—a time when “the sunrise shall visit 
us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace” (v. 78).

In the midst of our time, may we be like John crying out for all to acknowledge Christ. And may 
we know that for those who are in Christ, Jesus is a light to all of us who must go through times 
of darkness.

Author: David Bibee
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There was a thin line in my family between religion and used bookstores. Many, many times I 
can remember my father taking my sister and me into a used bookstore. I believe the first 
word I could read was “Spurgeon” because when I was four or five thatʼs what my dad 
wanted me to look for.

Jesus was also a person of books.  In this passage he picks up a scroll (the first century 
equivalent of a book) and begins to read. The original text says that “he was opening the 
scroll” indicating that he was unrolling it to a particular place. This is the start of the Lordʼs 
public ministry. He has been baptized (anointed) and is now ready to proclaim good news.  
What is that good news?

First, it is good news to the poor. During this time in Israel there was almost no middle class. 
There was an upper class that were rich, and a lower class who had enough food for each 
day (cf. the Lordʼs Prayer and “give us enough bread for today”).  Jesus promised good news 
to those poor with a nod to the Hebrew Prophets. Much of Godʼs complaint about Israel 
spoken by the prophets was because they did not take care of the poor (see Amos 4:1 for a 
shocking message).

Second, he promises to “set free . . . .” This setting free is the essence of Jesusʼ message.  He 
will do what the nation of Israel did not, give people freedom.  This freedom is not from the 
Roman government, but from the much more powerful reign of sin. Jesus did not just proclaim 
this message, he enacted it with his death on the cross. The resurrection is the proof of his 
power to set free.

When Jesus rolls up the scroll and announces that this prophecy has been fulfilled, the leaders 
are not happy.  They kick Jesus out of the Synagogue and wanted to throw him off of the cliff! 
Sometimes the truth is not what those in charge want to hear, but it is what they need to hear.

Today, this same Jesus offers you freedom. If you have never felt the freedom of forgiveness, 
Jesus stands today with the same message that he had then. As Mary said at the wedding in 
Johnʼs gospel: “listen to him.” You will never be sorry that you did.

Author: Dr. Sam Lamerson
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Author: Dr. Sam Lamerson

We have heard a lot in the last six months about who would make a better leader of the 
US.  There have been claims about what this or that leader would do if they were 
elected.  Jesus comes forth here preaching a different kind of government:  a monarchy; 
a kingdom; a rule by God.

As difficult and problematic as our political elections become, we look forward to a 
better day, a day when the King rules.  What is the kingdom of God? The Kingdom of 
God is what a country would look like if God made the budget.  That day is coming, 
when the new heavens and the new earth are here and everything is set right with the 
world.

What will that kingdom look like? First, animals will be different.  Earlier in this first 
chapter of Mark, Jesus is driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit.  After being 
tempted the text says, “he was with the wild beasts. . .” I believe that this is a small slice 
of what the new earth will look like.  In Isaiah 65 we learn that what we call “wild 
animals” will live together, that snakes will no longer bite, and that no one will be 
injured by an animal.

Second, life will be different.  Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15 that the “last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.” Death is not a friend. It is a reminder of the brokenness of our 
world and a neon sign pointing to the next world.  One day we will live in the Kingdom 
and there will be no need for hospitals, cemeteries,  or funeral homes. One day that 
awful enemy will be given the final “death blow.” We look forward to that day.

Third, we will be different. In this passage we see that John the Baptist had been arrest-
ed.  Herod was working against the forerunner of the Messiah and wanted to stop Jesus 
as well. There is coming a day when every knee will bow to the King.  Not just the king 
of this world but of every world on heaven and on earth.

There is a saying in the Kingdom: “everything will be alright in the end; if it is not yet 
alright, itʼs because it is not yet the end.”
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If may be the most conditional word in the English language. It signals the terms, or what must 
be done to bring about a certain outcome. Commonly, it goes something like: if you (insert 
your favorite condition) meet my terms, certain actions will follow. It appears frequently as an 
“if/then” proposition as is the case here.

Sometimes Christmas feels like an “if/then” kind of thing. “Should we send them a Christmas 
card since they sent us one last year?” “Whatʼs the perfect present so that my special some-
one will feel cherished? Or, my favorite, “How do I respond to yet another tie so that my 
children wonʼt recognize that what I really hoped for was a new putter?” This conditional 
thinking always leaves us unsatisfied.

Advent is none of that. Instead it celebrates the promise and subsequent fulfillment of the 
Christ. It is not conditional. It is not a gift that needs to be returned. It is Godʼs grace and 
mercy. Paul tells us in Romans 5:8 that “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Letʼs examine the proposal from II Chronicles. “My people” is a clear reference to those 
belonging to God, that is Christians or the Church. Forgiveness and healing are offered. Two 
things we desperately need. But what of the terms? Taken together they add up to repen-
tance. The question then is how do we do this because if Iʼm honest, I may want to humble 
myself, pray without ceasing, look to God, and stop being a jerk, but I simply fail – a lot and 
sometimes famously. A closer look at the verse reveals that what God is offering is a cove-
nant, an agreement. The blessing of the covenant is exactly what we need. In this we see the 
wonder of advent. God is not only the covenant maker, He is the covenant keeper. His cove-
nant is a promise—for the ONE who will come and perfectly fulfill the terms on our behalf. 
Jesus does perfectly what we canʼt and as a result we are made righteous.

The advent season is a time for us to be reminded of Godʼs faithfulness. In 2 Chronicles 7:14 
we see the pattern of Godʼs Story – creation, fall, redemption, and consummation. Together 
we celebrate the coming of the Christ who takes away the sins of the world.

Thanks be to God.

Author: Joel Satterly
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In these last months, we have witnessed what amounts to one of the most significant upheavals 
in the history of the world, with entire nations locking down, over a million dead worldwide, 
and many millions more, fortunately, recovering. Whole markets are collapsing as daily life is 
disrupted. All this in the middle of an election cycle that was already bound to be heated even 
in normal times. But these are hardly normal times.

One of the most challenging aspects of times of upheaval is that they force us to confront who 
we really are. When we are able to build and follow daily routines, it becomes a simple thing 
to structure your life around regular distractions that make it possible to pretend everything is 
perfectly fine. On the other hand, itʼs rather difficult to maintain the little lies we tell ourselves 
and others when everything around us appears to be crumbling. But when trials cut through 
the facades we ordinarily present to the world, it provides a key opportunity. An opportunity 
to honestly address all the issues we have been hiding from the world, or even from ourselves.

In our passage today, we are shown the desperate cries of a man who was facing a time of 
complete and abject upheaval. A demonic spirit had possessed his child, causing him to go 
into fits, unable to breathe, or even forcing the boy to throw himself into the fire. No one, not 
even the disciples were able to help.

The conversation between Jesus and this father is, in my view, one of the most important 
conversations in all the Scriptures. In it we see the reality of faith in full view. True faith is not 
triumphalistic, conceited, or self-assured. True faith is not even absent doubt. True faith is the 
place where your most desperate hopes and your most fervent doubts meet and you say, “I 
believe; help my unbelief!” True faith is not freedom from fear, but letting go in the midst of 
fears and finding that you are being held secure by the strength of another. 

And what a perfect picture of the hope of Advent. Waiting in the midst of darkness. Hoping in 
the midst of doubt. Longing for life in the land of the dying. Believing in the midst of unbelief. 
What demons haunt you this Advent? What fears or unbeliefs stalk your mind? What sin has 
kept you so thoroughly tangled? What chance for freedom is being presented to you in the 
midst of this trial? Where do you need the Lordʼs help to believe? Christ has come for your 
freedom—to break every chain. Do you believe?

Author: David Bibee
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Weʼve been taught a great many truths that are commonly accepted, but we often miss the 
facts. Perhaps one of the most common false truths we believe is that the time before Jesus was 
the time for judgment, but after Jesus is the time of love and mercy and grace. Or, as my eighth 
grade history teacher expressed, this idea, “God got soft in the New Testament after he had a 
kid.”

This perspective makes sense from a certain limited point of view. The preaching of the gospel 
is the message that God saves sinners by sheer grace through Jesus Christ! That is the best 
good news imaginable! But notice the flip side to this good news: the wrath of God abides on 
all who reject Christ the Lord.

We have been taught to think that because Jesus is gracious that he is not also just; but, in fact, 
Jesusʼ very coming was an act of righteous judgment. Remember, for four hundred years, the 
people waited for the coming of the Messiah, but Malachi warned, “Who can endure the day 
of his coming… For he is like a refiner's fire” (Mal. 3:2). As Jesus himself said, “I came to cast 
fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!” (Luke 12:49).

When truth is revealed, falsehoods are shown for what they are. Every truth condemns lies. As 
the dawning of heavenly Light, Christ revealed that the world stood judged already: “And this 
is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil” (John 3:19).

We often long for the world to be made right, but fail to realize that this can only happen by 
overturning the world as it is. The old world that was given over to sin and enslaved by the 
devil would rage against the dawning of Jesusʼ kingdom, of course. But this only confirmed that 
the coming of Christ meant that this world was at an end.

The dawning of the new world has begun.While God has graciously overlooked the times of 
ignorance, now the times of patience are over. God has appointed that one man, Jesus Christ, 
will judge the world in righteousness, and has demonstrated this by raising him from the dead. 
Now everyone, everywhere is commanded to repent and believe.

Author: David Bibee
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Two different yokes or burdens are being contrasted here. The first is the one we carry in our 
fallen and sinful state. It is the yoke of this world. The other is the one is offered by Jesus. 
Perhaps the first question is, “What is a yoke?” The ancient near eastern world in which Jesus 
lived hardly resembles our modern one. Sometimes we have to think a minute about biblical 
imagery. A yoke is a device used to pair beasts of burden, usually oxen, so that they pull the 
weight of a load—maybe a plow or a wagon. So, at first glance, we might not completely get 
what Jesus is offering here. I mean, when is the last time you hooked up oxen to plow a field?

A second matter to consider is this issue of rest. I donʼt know about you, but rest is not some-
thing I do well, nor is it valued much in our fast paced and high-pressure world. Rest here 
doesnʼt simply mean, sitting back with your feet up in an easy chair. Perhaps a way to think 
about it is to consider an opposite – restlessness. Now that is something I recognize. Our 
world is fraught with anxiety, discontent, and weariness. Look at what Jesus offers – rest for 
our souls.

The passage begins with an invitation to come. The only qualification is to be heavy laden. So 
far so good. Then Jesus offers two things – his yoke and his instruction. Now that seems a little 
risky. How do I know His is easy and light? Maybe I should just stick with my own. I might 
even temporarily become convinced that my burden isnʼt so bad after all. Maybe I really do 
know best.

Not only does the passage contain an invitation, it also defines our reality – we labor and are 
heavy laden. After our first parents, Adam and Even sinned, we read in Genesis 3 about the  
consequences. In verse 17, God defines our labor and burden. This is the promise of advent. 
Jesus came to bring us home, to restore our relationship with our Heavenly Father by revers-
ing the curse.

When we celebrate the coming of the Christ at Advent, we give testimony about what He 
came to do. We can receive rest because Jesus paid the debt for us. His yoke is easy and 
burden light because on the cross, He said, “It is Finished.” Advent represents the beginning of 
the restoration of Godʼs Shalom – ultimate rest for our souls.

Joy to the World. The Lord is come!

Author: Joel Satterly
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For most of my life, I never paid much mind to the angel Gabriel. I merely took for granted that 
Gabriel happened to be the name of the angel who appeared to Mary and delivered the news 
that she was going to become the final miraculous mother in Israelʼs history. But this is not the 
first time the angel Gabriel appears in the Scriptures. Gabriel likewise appears to the prophet 
Daniel, taking up the role of interpreter. In particular, Daniel had asked the Lord to grant him 
understanding of the seventy-year exile decreed for Israel, and Gabriel is sent to explain what 
was coming now that the exile was about to end. Gabriel tells Daniel that there was coming 
“an anointed one” who is “a prince” (Daniel 9:25). When he comes there will be “an end to 
sin,” “everlasting righteousness,” and  “atone[ment] for iniquity” (Daniel 9:24). Gabriel 
provides Daniel with one of the most remarkable descriptions of Christʼs coming.

And it is this very same Gabriel who today comes to Mary as a messenger, announcing that 
through her would come an anointed one—a King who would be miraculously born when she 
was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit and who will “reign over the house of Jacob forever.” 
Maryʼs Son would be “the Son of the Most High God.” And it would be through his sacrifice, 
we know, that an eternal redemption would be achieved. The long-awaited messiah was finally 
coming! To make a connection between these two passages should be quite obvious, yet it is 
easy to miss. We are taught by so many popular commentators that Jesusʼ kingdom is only 
about some time in the future, but has nothing whatsoever to do with reality today. Though we 
speak of Jesus as the King, we most naturally assume that his kingdom has not truly arrived. But 
Gabriel spoke of a King arriving two-thousand years ago—a King whose kingdom was about to 
begin and would never come to an end. This was not a hypothetical kingdom any more than 
Mary was only hypothetically pregnant. Jesus was going to be born into the world to become 
the worldʼs King.

I can understand those who think, as a relative once said, “If this is the kingdom, then weʼre in 
trouble.” There is such trouble and distress in the world. Indeed, we are undergoing one of the 
most monumental upheavals in human history. Certainly, this is not the Kingdom of God—not 
really! But consider that this is precisely why they rejected Jesus—he didnʼt look anything like 
what they expected. Only through eyes of faith could they see who Jesus truly was. As we look 
out at a world in turmoil and a nation divided, with eyes of faith we can learn to trust what 
Gabriel said, “His kingdom will have no end.”

Author: David Bibee
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One of the primary reasons I am so thoroughly convinced that we ought to celebrate the 
holidays and seasons of the church is because each of the seasons confronts you with a 
different aspect of life with God. Each of the seasons presents us with one facet of our relation-
ship with God, using the life of “God with us” as the lens.

Advent is the season that should feel like midnight in the dead of winter, where everything 
around you is frozen and dead, but you know that eventually the world will eventually turn 
warm and green again. It is the hope of life in the midst of darkness.

Advent is the season that feels like this passage. Jesus warned the disciples that when the 
world was finished with him, they would rejoice. His followers would suffer in their grief and 
sorrow, but the world would laugh around them. It reminds me of when Jesus was asked why 
his disciples didnʼt fast. He asked in return, “Can the wedding guests mourn while the bride-
groom is with them?” (Matthew 9:15). Being with Jesus was to be a time for joy, but that joy 
would be robbed by a Roman cross.

The world would rejoice, they would mourn, but they would one day see him again and their 
joy could never be taken away. Did they sit together in the dark on Saturday and wonder if he 
really had said those words? Advent is like that—the middle ground between promise and 
fulfillment. Itʼs the place where you donʼt know whether you should dare to have hope. And 
arenʼt we going through such a time? After nine months of lockdowns, masks, protests, 
elections, quarantines, division, and death, arenʼt we all wondering, “When is this ever going 
to end?” In all likelihood, we are passing through another moment like 9/11 and we may 
emerge in a “post-COVID 19 world.”  

I cannot promise you that our world is ever going to return to normal. There may not be any 
going back after this. But what I can promise you is the hope of Advent: “I will see you again, 
and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” There was no going 
back after Christ was born. The King had finally come. There certainly was no going back 
after his death. But without the darkness of his death, he could never be resurrected, bringing 
about the  dawning of the new creation. Sometimes the only path is through the most terrible 
transformations.

Author: David Bibee
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Author: David Bibee

One of the greatest temptations we have is to try to make God into our own image. It is why 
we are commanded not to make idols or to depict God in images. We tend to cast God in light 
of our own vision, rather than seeing God as he truly is. This tendency can be seen rather 
clearly when you read biographies of the so-called “historic Jesus.” Scholars trying to under-
stand who Jesus really is by removing the “Christ of faith,” only to produce an image of Jesus 
formed by looking into a mirror and exclaiming, “Iʼve got him!”  

And we are all like this if we are not careful. We inevitably read Jesus through the lens of our 
own experiences and perspectives. For the socialist, Jesus preaches a social gospel of econom-
ic transformation. For the revolutionary, Jesus was a zealot seeking to overthrow the Romans. 
For the new-ager, Jesus teaches a path to enlightenment through personal spirituality. Each 
capturing some aspect of the truth, their final picture of Christ is fundamentally flawed. They 
have produced a Jesus who will fulfill every one of their own desires, but who will never 
challenge them or call them to repent. Like Augustine said, in cases like these, “It is not the 
Gospel you believe, but yourself.”

We have to understand Christ as he truly is, grounded within the very biblical narrative so 
many scholars attempt to get behind. Because what if, just maybe, Jesus actually is precisely 
who the Bible claims that he is—the savior of the world, God in the flesh, who died and was 
raised from the dead, and now reigns over all things? Then there can be no way to speak of 
the “historic Jesus” without speaking precisely about the “Christ of faith”! Everything about 
Jesus is so thoroughly grounded in that biblical story—he is the climax and conclusion of that 
story even as he is revealed to be the main and ultimate character! As Paul says in our passage 
today, Jesus came as the answer to every promise, the obedience to every commandment, the 
forgiveness for every sin, and the hope for every tribe. Jesus came so that the the world would 
glorify God for his mercy. In Christ Jesus, every promise of God finds their “Yes and amen!”

Because God has shown himself to be utterly faithful to his promises in the past, it is for this 
reason that Paul can pray that “the God of hope” would fill them with “all joy and peace.” 
Because this promise-keeping God who was faithful before, will likewise give them “the power 
of the Holy Spirit” so they “may abound in hope” now. As we each face the challenges of our 
day, may you look to Jesus and experience joy and peace that causes you to abound in hope!
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Author: Dr. Scott Manor

As the father of two young boys, I often remind them of who they are and why that matters. 
Sometimes reminding them of the fact that they are my sons, that they are safe, and that I will 
always love them brings a sense of reassurance when they are scared or security when they 
are in a spot of trouble. Other times we have to remind them to behave in a way that reflects 
who they are as our children and as children in the family of God. Here, Paul writes to his 
spiritual children with a similar message, but the implications are much greater. Itʼs one thing to 
expect my kids to behave in a certain way. Here, Paul exhorts believers to live in a manner that 
reflects the holiness of God himself. How are we supposed to do that?! The expectations seem 
rather unreasonable, much like if I told my boys to be perfect.

Fortunately, Paul reminds us that weʼre not left to do this on our own. Rather, we are called to 
walk in light of Godʼs work in and through us. Almost in anticipation of the kinds of questions 
my own kids ask me, Paul gives us answers to the same questions we as Godʼs children might 
want to ask. How will I know how to live? God grows us in the knowledge of His will along with 
spiritual wisdom and understanding. What if Iʼm not strong enough? It is God who strengthens 
us in His power and His might, which gives us endurance, patience, and joy. What if I fail? It is 
God who qualifies us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

Our Heavenly Father has given us His own Son both as the pattern of holy living as an exam-
ple and the One who has joined us with Him to share in His holiness. In Him we are made 
saints, or “holy ones.” Notice that Paul does not say that we must be holy so that one day we 
might experience deliverance from the darkness, but instead, in Christ this is already the case. 
Paulʼs shift in verb tense from the present to the past is important. We donʼt have to hope that 
one day we might experience freedom and the radiant kingdom of Christ, we already do. 

Recently, my younger son would occasionally come up to me for no apparent reason and say, 
“Iʼm amazing,” and then swagger away, shoulders back, head held high. Of course, I found 
this amusing. But itʼs true. And, itʼs convicting because I donʼt always feel that way of myself. 
But this is Godʼs message to you and to me. You are amazing because you have been freed 
from the darkness and brought into the light through the work of His Son. May we respond by 
walking in a manner worthy of that freedom, growing in Christ, and giving thanks for this 
amazing gift.
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As a professor of some pretty heavy subjects (advanced Greek, textual criticism, hermeneutics) 
I know that I can be boring.  Sometimes I allow myself to tell a story or go off on a rabbit trail 
just to break up the heaviness of the lecture.  Paul has done that here. Like a good professor 
he breaks up some very heavy discussions (baptism for the dead, fighting wild animals) by 
turning to a great piece of news: death would one day end.

Not only would death end one day – when it does those who are in Christ will be given a new 
body.  Theologians have argued for many years about what this new body will look like, but 
what Paul wants us to know is that we should be joyful at this news.  The problems that we 
face because of the frailty of our bodies will one day end.

Can you imagine this? A day when there will be no more back pain, no more joint pain, no 
more headaches! We look to that day when our bodies will be perfect.  Paul quotes for us a 
sentence from Hosea 13 where we are told that one day death will have no sting.

The reason for all of this, Paul tells us here in 1 Cor. 15, is because of the resurrection.  It is not 
because we have done good works or because we have prepared well.  It is only because of 
the work of Jesus and his resurrection.  In fact, scholars call this part of the letter the “resurrec-
tion chapter.” It begins with the witnesses to the resurrection and eventually moves to the 
place of the event in all of our lives.

The resurrection is the most historically reliable event in ancient history. Because Jesus was 
resurrected, we can trust his words of salvation.  This is a reason to be joyful. At this season of 
the year we remember not only the Christ Child, but also the resurrected savior. The savior 
who promises his people a new, perfect, pain-free body. I canʼt wait!

Author: Dr. Sam Lamerson
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Author: Dr. Sam Lamerson

My father was a minister.  I remember many times after a baptismal service on Sunday 
night he would close the service with these words from Jude. Even today, almost forty years 
later, I can see him standing, with his hand lifted up in blessing of the congregation, deliver-
ing this benediction.

Just as my dad taught, Jude reminds us that a joyful life comes not from us or our work, but 
from depending upon “him who is able.”  Who is this one who is ʻable?ʼ  Jude reminds us 
that it was Jesus who saved his people  from the land of Egypt (if your version does not 
have ʻJesusʼ look at a more modern version). This is typical of the storytelling of Jude. 
Rather than spinning out the whole story, he mentions a few words and expects his readers 
to know what he is talking about.

Jude mentions those who have fallen: angels, people of Sodom and Gomorrah, those who 
complained against God (see vv. 5, 6, & 7) as a warning to all of us. He rails against those 
who have been sneaking into the church to cause problems (see v. 8) and even tells of a 
battle between Michael the archangel and the evil one (Satan, see v. 9).

Yet at the end of his book, Jude reminds his readers of their reason for hope and joy. The 
strength to stand against such evil rests not in ourselves, but in our Lord. Today there are 
spots and blemishes on the church.  We are not a perfect people, but one day we will be 
made spotless to stand and Satan will have nothing to say against us.

Jude 25 is the only place in the letter where he calls our Lord Savior.  He is not just a 
savior, but he is “our savior.” He is also “the only wise God.” He tells us that our God is 
“glory, majesty, dominion, and power.” Jude is reminding readers of his small book about 
where the real hope and joy reside. Not in us or our works, but only in our God – Jesus.

I think of my dad often, of his wonderful teaching and beautiful benedictions.  More than 
that I think of the Lord whom he served. That is what we should focus on, Jesus our savior 
and only wise God.  May we serve him forever.



DECEMBER

23

Author: Dr. Warren Gage

What a glorious hope we have in this heavenly promise! One day, the Lord Jesus, whose 
name is Emmanuel, “God with us,” will make his dwelling place permanently among us! On 
that glorious day, God himself will wipe away every tear from our eyes, like a loving father 
who cradles his precious child in his strong arms, comforting them in the midst of their 
sorrow. Yet not only will our loving Father comfort us, he will transform every sorrow we 
have known on earth into heavenly glory! That is our heavenly hope! As the apostle Paul 
assures us, the sufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared to the glory that will 
follow in that wonderful day (Romans 8:18)!

One day, we will be given an entirely new world, which John the evangelist invites us to 
imagine more in terms of what is absent than in terms of what is to be seen. It will be a 
world without death, mourning, crying, or pain—where all these things will be remembered 
no more! Imagine a world with no curse or sin, with no darkness or shadows! We are given 
the promise that nothing will disturb the everlasting peace of that City of Light, for God 
himself will tabernacle among us!

King Solomon lamented the vanity of our present world and its endless cycles of futility. 
Observing the world in all his wisdom, he concluded that there is nothing new under the 
sun. But a Greater King than Solomon has come to us, with a far greater wisdom! Jesus 
proclaims, “Behold, I make all things new!” New indeed!

In the Bible, “newness” is not so much marked by time as it is by redemption. When we 
come to Jesus, we become new creations. We are given a new heart, upon which is written 
a new commandment—to love one another. We are given a new wine and a new song. We 
are also given new garments and the promise of a new City in a new heavens and earth! 
Indeed, the old things have passed away! “Behold,” Jesus tells us, “I make all things new!”
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Mary, the mother of Jesus, erupts with joy and it results in this beautiful song. She sings it 
towards the beginning of her pregnancy, anticipating the birth of the Savior. This is 
Maryʼs Song.

Mary was a young girl who was originally scared and confused by the news of carrying 
the son of God. What suddenly changed within her that would produce such joy?

The song recorded in these verses was one of immense passion. Maryʼs soul becomes a 
magnifier of Godʼs Glory. Her spirit rejoices in Godʼs Salvation. Mary now understands 
that Jesus does not need her, but instead she needs Jesus. The child rescues the mother! 
Mary comes to the realization that she is the one who is desperate and without hope. She 
needs to be rescued and it will happen through the baby in her womb. This causes her to 
respond with overwhelming joy.

Mary not only sings with passion, but communicates incredible truth. The winds of Godʼs 
grace are going to reach the unexpected and blow over the proud. In verses 51-53, the 
humble will be exalted and the proud will be struck down. Christmas is the end of thinking 
that you are better than anyone else. Itʼs realizing that you are so needy that it required 
God to leave heaven, come down in the person of Jesus, and lay down his life for sinners.  
Itʼs waking up to the truth, like Mary, that if you donʼt have Jesus you have absolutely 
nothing.

A Marine Corporal was serving in Afghanistan. He was young, fit and very proud. One 
day a roadside bomb went off, taking his arms and legs. He eventually experiences Jesus 
and his life is radically transformed. He later declared, “I canʼt walk, run, or even shake 
someoneʼs hand, but because of Jesus Iʼm more whole than Iʼve ever been my entire life.”

Jesus came at Christmas for those who have nothing to offer. He is heavenʼs unconditional 
gift. He not only comes into the darkness of this world, but into the darkness of every 
heart that will receive him. This good news is so overwhelming that it may even make your 
heart sing.

Author: Rob Pacienza
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Author: David Bibee

The imagery of light and darkness is consistent throughout the entire Bible, starting from the 
very beginning when God created the heavens and the earth. In the midst of the chaotic 
waters of darkness, God said, “Let there be light,” and the darkness gave way to the light of 
creation. Everywhere we see images of light and darkness within Scripture should call to 
mind to those first creative moments. Where there is light and darkness mingled, there too is 
new creation.

Perhaps the most dramatic introduction to Jesus from any of the gospel accounts is from John 
1 where John explicitly connects Jesus to the light of the first creation even as he is now the 
light of the world being born in human flesh: “All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:3-5). In 
Genesis we read of God commands light to exist, but in Christ we meet Godʼs Speech made 
flesh.

The way the prophet speaks of Jesus fits this scheme as well. Though the people walked 
under darkness, in the land of deep darkness, a child would be born as the great light 
shining in darkness. This son given to us would be known as Mighty God, even as he will 
reign on Davidʼs throne. This is the Divine King, who is also Human Lord. This is “Let there be 
light” made flesh.

A life spent following Christ is one where we learn to die to our own darkness and become 
conformed more fully to the light. When God saves us, we are delivered “from the domain of 
darkness” (Colossians 1:13). But more than that, we behold the glory of the Lord and “are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Corinthians 
3:18). Indeed, Godʼs purpose is that each of us would bring light everywhere we go; not as 
though we have become light ourselves, but rather that we would reflect the nature of Jesus 
as the moon reflects the sunʼs glory with a gentle radiance.

Though we have faced times of darkness before and will face times of darkness in the future, 
we can know without question that  this world is progressing from darkness to light and it has 
been from the very beginning. One day, all things will be made new.
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Growing up it was a common occurrence to spend the evenings in the kitchen, sitting around 
the table, while my mom was cooking and drinking her Chianti. Regularly playing through 
the speaker was Frank Sinatra singing “Forget Domani,” which repeats the chorus, “Letʼs 
forget about tomorrow, letʼs forget about tomorrow, letʼs forget about tomorrow for tomor-
row never comes.” 

Itʼs a lively song and I always enjoyed it, but it struck me years later how true the lyrics are, 
but perhaps for unintended reasons. Sinatra, of course, is singing about having a carefree, 
go with the flow attitude that says who cares about tomorrow. And in that sense, the song 
certainly demonstrates the carelessness we often fall into, unthinking as we pass from one 
passion to the next, fulfilling our desires without thought to anyone but ourselves. Promises of 
freedom often deceive us into a certain sweet slavery. 

But in another sense, this song always reminds me of Paulʼs words from Romans 13, telling 
the Romans that they knew what time it was—it was time to wake up! Domani? Tomorrow? 
Tomorrow never comes! It must be today, for today may very well be all we have. Gone are 
the days when you carelessly thought about nothing—Jesus Christ has risen from the dead 
and everything in all creation must now bow down to that reality. 

He has an urgency about him because Jesus makes urgent demands. Now, some two thou-
sand years later, his proclamations remain urgent. Fortunate you are to find yourself reading 
these words because the hour has come for you to wake from the dead! Salvation has come 
upon you today, for Jesus Christ is the Lord who promises forgiveness to all who call upon 
him in faith. Do not waste the time you are given today when this very moment you could 
experience nothing less than resurrection from the dead in Jesus name!

I remember the day I met Jesus for the first time, not expecting anything to happen or 
anything to change. I admitted I was a sinner and asked him to forgive me. I told him I would 
follow him and asked him to change me however he wanted. And it was as if, all of a 
sudden, my eyes opened, and I glimpsed the world clearly for the first time. I had thought life 
had been so vivid and colorful before, but now I could see truly for the first time. I had been 
walking around in a daze, but now I was finally awake to the real world. 
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Author: Caleb Koornneef

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus,  so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches 
of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God”

The reality of Godʼs mercy and grace are most evident in the person of Jesus.  In our 
anticipation of Christmas Day, Ephesians 2:4-8 is a perfect reminder of why Godʼs Son 
came into the world in the first place: to bring light out of darkness.  On our own, we are 
so helpless in sin that Paul writes “we were dead in our trespasses.”  Thereʼs nothing a 
dead person can do to save themselves – they canʼt walk, they canʼt cry out for help, 
they canʼt even respond.  In our sin, we are dead.    

“But God…” those two words provide so much hope and assurance for the believer 
because Paul says that God, in his love and mercy, makes dead people alive through 
Jesus.  If the Gospel can be boiled down to two things, it is that (1) we are sinners, (2) but 
God saves sinners through Jesus.  

The passage goes on to say that not only are we saved from sin and death, we are raised 
up and seated with Christ in heavenly places.  Not only does Christ offer forgiveness of 
sins, but also acceptance as children of God!  This is possible because he traded his 
heavenly identity for that of undeserving sinners.  As the familiar hymn says,

Light and life to all He brings, Risʼn with healing in His wings: Mild He lays His glory by,  
Born that man no more may die; Born to raise the sons of earth; Born to give them second 
birth. Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King!

May this Advent remind us all of the “immeasurable riches” of Godʼs gift to us in Christ 
Jesus.
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The theology of the Light of Christ illumines the texts of Holy Scripture. In the creation 
account, Moses is careful to report that the Light shined before the sun and the stars were 
created (Gen 1:3-5, cf. 1:14). In Johnʼs vision of the Heavenly New Jerusalem at the end 
of Revelation, the apostle is careful to tell us that the Heavenly City will no longer have 
need of the sun because the Lamb is the Light (Rev 21:3, 22:5)! That is, the original Light of 
creation that predated the sun will shine after the sun is gone, too! From beginning to end, 
the Bible illumines the hearts of believers to a truth that we already intuit, namely, that the 
Light of Jesus both preceded and will forever succeed the sun! The Light that sustains life 
does not come originally from the sun. It comes originally and uniquely from Jesus!

The authors of Scripture frequently appeal to the idea that Christ is the Light in their depic-
tions of the Savior. The apostle John says that Jesus was the Light that came into the world 
through the incarnation to illumine all mankind (John 1:9). Matthew tells us that, at the 
Transfiguration, the light of the Savior “shined like the sun” (Matt 17:2). Similarly, when 
Jesus appeared to John the Beloved on Patmos, we are told the light of his face “was like 
the sun shining in its strength” (Rev 1:16)!

The sun is the source and sustainer of physical life itself. Its gentle warmth cheers the cheeks 
of the blind. Its light restores health and well-being to the frail. But we who have been 
delivered from the Kingdom of Darkness know the true source of its power, for we have 
become members of the Kingdom of Light. And we know the true Light is Jesus!

The radiant light of Jesus brings joy to those of us who dwell in darkness, who suffer the 
afflictions and persecutions of this world. The source of our joy is the comfort and hope we 
find in the live-giving power of his indestructible Light! No matter what befalls us, we need 
not despair, and we will not fear destruction. We know that, one day, the Savior will 
awaken us from the darkness of death to arise in the light of new life!










