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GODwith us



Advent marks the season of the Christian calendar leading 
up to Christmas and the celebration of the birth of Jesus 

Christ. Advent is a season of longing and hopeful waiting as 
we anticipate God breaking into the world. It prepares us 

each year to reconsider God’s arrival in the person of Jesus 
Christ and what it means to our own daily lives. Each day 

features a passage of Scripture that anticipates the reality of 
Immanuel, God with us. From the Old Testament to the New 

Testament, you will trace God’s story of redemption from 
beginning to end.

We pray that you would see how this story makes sense of all 
other stories, especially the story of your life. We pray that 

the greatest story ever told would continually transform you 
into the image and likeness of Jesus. Thank you for inviting 

us into your homes this Advent Season. 



Hope
The first week we are reminded of God’s hope. Long ago in the 

Garden of Eden our forefather Adam exchanged God’s promise 

for a lie. Romans 5:12 says, “When Adam sinned, sin entered the 

world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, 

for everyone sinned.” So here we are today, at the start of a new 

Christian year. And Adam’s sin is our sin. We’re all unbelievers. 

We’re all doubters.

But into our unbelief and doubt, God made an astounding 

promise. He promised that He would crush the head of our 

enemy and do away with sin forever. And this promise made to 

Adam long ago is the same promise God gives us today. We 

remember that our only hope is that God would send a Savior. 

As we meditate on the Scriptures for this week of hope, we 

remember all of God’s promises to send a Savior. We remember 

with longing our own hope that God would redeem us, and we 

remember that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to rescue 

us. Jesus, the Light of the World, is with us today, in this very 

room, rescuing us now. And we give ourselves to hopeful 

anticipation, trusting that Jesus, the Light of the World, will 

come again to rescue us once and for all. 

O come, let us adore Him.

 



hope
D E C E M B E R  1
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel. Genesis 3:15

The offspring of the woman is referring to the future promise of a Savior who would 
defeat Satan. Jesus would fulfill that promise through His death and resurrection, 
bringing an end to sin's power over us. Why is Jesus the only one who can defeat 
Satan and his power over you?

D E C E M B E R  2
The Lord said to Moses, I  will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I 
command him. And I will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that 
the prophet speaks in my name. Deuteronomy 18:18-19

God promised that a prophet greater than Moses would come. The promised prophet 
was Jesus. He said, "Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice" (John 18:37). 
What has God been teaching you recently as you read and study His Word?

D E C E M B E R  3
The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: When 
your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 
ucceed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one 
who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son ... my love will never be taken away 
from him. Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will 
be established forever.
2 Samuel 7:11-14, 15-16

In Christ, we have seen God fulfill his promise to David - to raise up an eternal King 
who will reign over God's people forever. Knowing that Christ is King over all, how is 
God inviting you to trust his plans for your life?

Week 
1



D E C E M B E R  4
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  Isaiah 
40:1-5

In this season of waiting, where in your life is God inviting you to cry out to him with 
hope and faith for His comfort and peace?

D E C E M B E R  5
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. O Israel, 
hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. Psalm 130:5-8

What are a few ways in your life that you have seen God demonstrate his steadfast 
love to you?

D E C E M B E R  6
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.  2 Chronicles 7:14

Repentance, looking away from our sin and turning to set our eyes upon Jesus, is a 
daily practice for all who follow him. Under the grace of the Gospel, we know that we 
have already been fully accepted, that we can never lose God's love, and that we are 
secure. How does the Gospel help you to admit wrongdoing and seek to live a new 
way? How does the Gospel empower you each day to continually return to God by 
faith?

D E C E M B E R  7
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will 
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, 
declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations 
and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into exile.
Jeremiah 29:12-14

The birth of Jesus gives us the hope that God will never leave us nor forsake us. He 
will do whatever it takes to rescue and save His children, even if it means sending His 
only Son into the world. How does this promise help you when you are afraid or sad? 





Peace
The second week we are reminded of God’s peace. Jesus was 

called “Immanuel,” which means “God with us.” Scripture tells us 

that God is near to the brokenhearted. And Jesus sealed that 

promise when He sent His Holy Spirit to dwell in each of us. 

God really is with us.

If you are feeling misunderstood, forgotten, or brokenhearted, 

remember what Jesus promised: “I will never leave you, nor 

forsake you.” And this same Jesus is with us today—right here, 

right now. He always keeps His promises. Jesus, the Light of the 

World, was present before we were even born.

As we meditate on the Scriptures for this week, we remember that 

God has come to us in Christ and has made us one with Him. As 

his children who have been brought into his Kingdom, we trust 

that we have eternal peace with God. Because God is always with 

us, we can bring peace to those around us.   

Jesus, the Light of the World is present with us now. Jesus, the 

Light of the World will be present with us in the future, forever 

and ever. O come, let us adore Him.

 



D E C E M B E R  4
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  Isaiah 
40:1-5

In this season of waiting, where in your life is God inviting you to cry out to him with 
hope and faith for His comfort and peace?

D E C E M B E R  5
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. O Israel, 
hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. Psalm 130:5-8

What are a few ways in your life that you have seen God demonstrate his steadfast 
love to you?

D E C E M B E R  6
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.  2 Chronicles 7:14

Repentance, looking away from our sin and turning to set our eyes upon Jesus, is a 
daily practice for all who follow him. Under the grace of the Gospel, we know that we 
have already been fully accepted, that we can never lose God's love, and that we are 
secure. How does the Gospel help you to admit wrongdoing and seek to live a new 
way? How does the Gospel empower you each day to continually return to God by 
faith?

D E C E M B E R  7
Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will 
seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, 
declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations 
and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into exile.
Jeremiah 29:12-14

The birth of Jesus gives us the hope that God will never leave us nor forsake us. He 
will do whatever it takes to rescue and save His children, even if it means sending His 
only Son into the world. How does this promise help you when you are afraid or sad? 

peaceWeek 
2

D E C E M B E R  8
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins. All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us). Matthew 1:21-23

The miraculous birth of Christ from the virgin Mary demonstrates that Christ 
comes to us as the only begotten Son of the Father. Not only that, but Jesus is called 
Immanuel - God with us. In Christ we know that God has always determined to be 
with us, to have us as his children. If you remember that God is always with us, how 
does this help when you are in trouble or struggling with a problem?  

D E C E M B E R  9
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:14-15

Jesus did not come to save us from our sin only, but to establish His eternal 
kingdom - a kingdom that is continually expanding through the preaching of the 
Gospel to all nations. Every time someone hears the Gospel and believes, the 
kingdom goes further and further, until one day it will cover the whole earth. If 
Jesus is the King, how does that change the way you live your life? How does this 
promise give you hope now and forever?  

D E C E M B E R  10
The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere 
to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to 
all by raising him from the dead. Acts 17:30-31

Christ coming to the world as its Savior is meaningful for each and every person. 
We are responsible to respond to Christ and embrace him by faith. Is there 
someone in your life with whom God may use you to share the Good News? How 
might you be intentional about praying for them this Advent season? 



D E C E M B E R  11
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” And he 
rolled up the scroll ... the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began 
to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:17-21

It can be easy to forget that God's redemptive mission through Jesus is not merely 
spiritual, but a redemption of our whole lives - every aspect of it. God is making "all 
things new" (Rev. 21:5) and He works through us to fulfill this mission. Whether it be 
at school, at work, or in the community, how can God use you? 

D E C E M B E R  1 2
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28-30

Jesus invites us to lay down our burdens before Him and receive His rest. Is there 
something that is causing you to feel weary? How can Jesus bring you rest? 

D E C E M B E R  1 3
The father said to Jesus, “If you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 
And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
Mark 9:22-24

In 2 Timothy 2:13, Paul tells Timothy an amazing truth: "Even if we are faithless, he 
remains faithful - for he cannot deny himself." In our passage, a man cries out, "I 
believe; help my unbelief!" as he asks Jesus to heal his son. Each day, we walk by faith, 
yet also experience doubt, confusion, and difficulty. Knowing that God is faithful to 
you in the same way that he is faithful to Jesus Himself, how does this free you to be 
okay with not feeling okay, or to trust Jesus even when you doubt? How does holding 
onto Jesus - a person we know and who loves us - help us to face our doubts or 
confusion?

D E C E M B E R  14
 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Yet a little while and the world 
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.“These things 
I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. John 14:18-19, 25-27

It is easy to think that we would be better off if we could have seen Jesus face to face, 
but he tells us "It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you" (John 16:7). The Holy Spirit inhabits us from the 
moment we trust Christ - we are made into one stone of God's true Temple. How 
might you practice remembering that the Holy Spirit is with you always? 





Joy
In the third week we are reminded of God’s joy. We 

remember that because Jesus has given himself for us and 

in our place, by faith we may have joy that cannot be 

taken away—strength even in the midst of dire 

circumstances. Looking to what Christ has done, we 

know our future is secure! 

Jesus, the Light of the Word, holds His sacrifice before us 

today, and He invites us to come now and gaze upon His 

beauty. O come, let us adore Him.

 



joyWeek 
3

D E C E M B E R  1 5
He grew up before him like a tender shoot,and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with 
pain. Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering ... But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 
was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. Isaiah 53:2-3, 4-6

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29) and the 
author of Hebrews tells us that Jesus has secured for all who believe in him an "eternal 
redemption" by his death on the Cross (Heb. 9:12). All of us, at times, struggle to 
believe this Good News. What can you do to constantly remind yourself of the truth 
that by faith in Christ, all of your sins have been removed, forever?

D E C E M B E R  16
Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. I will see you again, and your hearts 
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. John 16: 20,22

In this passage, Jesus comforts his disciples, for he knows that when he is killed they 
will be overcome with grief. Yet, he knew that he would see them again. In the same 
way, though Christ now reigns at the right hand of God over the whole world, he 
promises us that he will return again. How does Christ's second coming fill you with 
hope and joy? 

D E C E M B E R  17
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 
the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation [an atoning sacrifice] 
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John 
4:9-11

One of the most amazing aspects of the Gospel is that God shows his love for us, not 
because we earned it, deserved it, or even loved him - we didn't. Rather, because God 
has chosen to be our God, he loves us and Christ voluntarily lays his life down so that 
our sin would be taken away. How does God's love change your perspective on what 
love truly is? How might God be calling you to love others in a way that reflects this 
love? 



D E C E M B E R  18
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. Ephesians 2:4-8

Our redemption is nothing less than resurrection from the dead - spiritually we have 
been made alive even as we know that one day our bodies too will be raised to new 
life. God has done this so that we would know his grace toward us is "immeasurable." 
If God's grace for you is never-ending, how might that give you comfort and 
confidence today? 

D E C E M B E R  19
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God. Romans 5:7-9

When Christ died upon the Cross, all of our sin died with him - and our sin was not 
raised from the dead! It is gone. Yet, we all sometimes doubt that the good news is 
true for us: "It may be true for someone else, but it couldn't possibly be true for 
me!"What can you begin doing each day to be reminded of God's love for you?

D E C E M B E R  2 0
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come he 
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves 
but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. Therefore he is the 
mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised 
eternal inheritance. Hebrews 9:11-12,15

The Old Testament was filled with signs that were meant to point to Jesus, especially 
the temple and its sacrifices. When Christ came, he made an end to the sacrificial 
system, which will never again be followed, because His sacrifice is the final, perfect 
sacrifice for all people. How does knowing that there is nothing else that needs to be 
done for your salvation give you hope, comfort, and confidence?

D E C E M B E R  21
Let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2

As we grow in our faith and pursue living as Jesus lived, we must constantly be 
reminded to set our eyes on Jesus - to keep him before us at all times. How does 
focusing upon Jesus help you to overcome your own sin and seek a new way of living? 
How does Jesus give you hope, even when you don't measure up to perfection? 



Love
The fourth week we are reminded of God’s love. We 

remember that Christ came for His love of the world—his 

love for us—and to make all things new. As He makes each 

of us new by faith, He empowers us to partner with him in 

making all things new. His Kingdom was established at His 

first advent, but we wait with great anticipation for the day 

when, at his return, all things will finally 

be perfectly restored. 

Jesus, the Light of the World, was mighty to save in the 

past, Jesus, the Light of the World, is mighty to save now. 

And Jesus, the Light of the World, will be mighty to save 

in the future.O come, let us adore Him.

 



loveWeek 
4

D E C E M B E R  2 2
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal 
of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

When Jesus was born, he came as the true Light into the darkness of the world. When 
we trust in Christ, God "deliver[s] us from the domain of darkness and transfer[s] us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son" (Col. 1:13). Darkness is the Bible is used to describe 
something that is dead. If Jesus is the Light, how does He change your life? 

D E C E M B E R  2 3
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” Luke 2:10-14

Christ's coming into the world is the most significant event that has every happened - 
God has come to be with us! Because God has become one of us, human as we are, we 
know that Jesus always sympathizes with us in our weakness and understands our every 
temptation, trial, and difficulty. Not only that, he is your Savior! Knowing how great 
God's love for you is, how might you join the angels in praising God for his glorious 
grace today? 

D E C E M B E R  2 4
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Revelation 21:3-5

Through Jesus' victory over death, God's Kingdom is advancing on earth as it is in 
heaven. In the end, His kingdom will reign forever. Whoever trusts in Jesus alone will 
experience life to the full both now and forever. How does the ultimate end of God's 
story give you hope to live for today? 



 hopeYou can have the                  

Heaven is a free gift. 
The gif t of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 6:23 
 

We are sinners and cannot save ourselves.
For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glor y of God. Romans 3:23 

On the one hand, God is love. I John 4:8b 
But on the other hand, He does not leave the guilty 

unpunished. Exodus 34:7b 

God solved this problem by 
sending His son, Jesus. 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 

but have eternal life John 3:16 

You receive the gift of heaven by faith. 

Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved. 
Acts 16:31

 heaven this  Christmasof



this  Christmas
If this is what you want, 
you can pray right now:

 
"Dear Jesus, forgive my sin, and come into 
my life as my Lord Savior. Thank you for 
giving me the hope of heaven both now 

and forever. Amen." 

This is the promise of Jesus, He who believes has 
everlasting life. John 6:47b

Welcome to the
Family  of  God!




