
Class Lecture One  
Bottom line? We want 

to know God, love 
others, and serve the 

world, so we are 
studying the Bible. All 

this is related. 
So join us and get ready to explore 

the meta-narrative, the Big Picture, of  
Scripture.  

These notes are divided into a class 
lecture page, and then a few following 
pages for you to work on or read through 
during the week (“Welcome to Study” at 
the top, as you see above). To get the 
most out of  this study, put some time into 
it, dive in, dig a bit! You’ll learn more. 

Here’s the Plan: 

1. Week One: God’s Big Story, an 
overview of  the Bible, including the 
validity of  the Bible as compared to 
other books of  antiquity. 

2. Week Two: Concentration on the 
Old Testament (OT). 

3. Week Three: concentration on the 
New Testament (NT). 

4. Week Four: God’s Plan and Your 
Purpose. (I recommend enjoying the 
DVD of  guest speaker Rick Warren, 
author of  The Purpose Driven Life.) 

5. Week Five: Power for our Place in 
God’s Big Story, the Holy Spirit, 
Part One 

6. Week Six: The Holy Spirit, Part 
Two. 

We will begin today with a video from 
Josh McDowell on the validity of  the 
Bible archaeologically and structurally, 
then look at the development of  different 
versions of  the Bible up through our 
current day. Then you’ve got some 
studying to do …  

Look for the themes of  God’s 
loving pursuit and rescue of  a fallen, 
broken people; God’s plan of  salvation; 
God's character; the nature of  people; 
people as the image-bearers of  God; sin 
cycles; and redemption!

Welcome to Study

Some of the 
faces of Cedar 

Springs Church

We are ordinary people 
who are pursuing our 
extra-ordinary God. 

P R A Y  F O R  
T H I S  

G R O U P !

We are so glad you’ve joined us!

Our website	

Find out more at cspc.net/ministries/womens, including our calendar, studies, groups, service work, and more.	

Study Options from Scripture (sos) page: www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos for more online studies

http://cspc.net/ministries/womens
http://www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos
http://cspc.net/ministries/womens
http://www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos


The Validity of  the Bible: 
God’s Story as Truth

Just as you eat physical food for 
physical nourishment, so you 
need to eat spiritual food for 
spiritual nourishment. !
physical strength: physical food:: 
spiritual strength: spiritual food !
Write out Deuteronomy 8:3: !!!!
Now Job 23:12: !!!!!
How have you eaten today? 
How is your physical strength? 
Your spiritual strength?

Do you really believe 
what the Bible says is 

true? is Truth? 
How do we know that the Bible is 

valid? Let’s visit with the experts. Josh 
McDowell wrote the book Evidence That 
Demands a Verdict, and he has updated it 
recently. You can watch him on YouTube to 
complete this lesson:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_OD-Tb76tWY 

The first test is Bibliographical: study 
the original manuscripts. What material are 
they made of ? What is the timeline 
between the original and the first copy?  
___________________________________ 
___________________________________
_____________________________Other 
parts to check: Text ___________, art, 
______________. You can use these to 
help you accurately _______ a text. 

Manuscripts of  Literature To 
determine the accuracy of  the manuscripts, 
we can compare the Bible manuscripts to 
manuscripts of  other literature. If  we are 
going to be fair, we should not require more 
of  the Bible than we do other literature, but 

the Bible will hold up to even more 
scrutiny. The chart below lists documents 
of  antiquity and the author, how many 
known copies of  the original manuscripts 
exist, and the time span from the 
autographa to the first known manuscript. 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

There were 3 principal original manuscripts:  
the Codex Sinaiticus, the Codex Alexandrinus,  
and the Vaticanus. Then came the Septuagint, 
which turned the _________________ into  
____________, about ________ BC. How did 
Latin get into the picture? The ____________. 
The Masoretic text was developed by _______ 
scholars from AD 500-950, and added all of  the 
____________________ points. Early English  
versions were made by John ________________, 
William ____________________, Geneva Bible,  
King James Authorized Version, Revised and 
American Standard Versions. Since 1901, many 
versions have become popular: RSV, Amplified, 
NASB, Living, NIV, New KJV, ESV, and Eugene 
Peterson’s The Message. Which version do you  
use? Why? ______________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

Liar, Lord, or Lunatic
Josh McDowell’s Conclusion 

Jesus made some outlandish claims. Can you list these from the following verses? Check 
John 8:58: 

John 8:51 

John 10:30 

John 11:25 

Liar If  He was/is NOT who He said He was, He was unkind, misleading, and 
deceitful. To mislead thousands of  people--to raise their hopes just to dash them, to make 
them promises just to break them--is despicable. 

Lunatic If  He was NOT who He said He was/is, He was crazy! Certifiably nuts! 

Lord According to eyewitnesses, Jesus claimed to be God. If  He was telling the truth, 
He is Lord of  all--whether people like it or not! Where do you stand on this right now? 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR # OF 
COPIES

TIME 
SPAN

Caesar 
(Gaelic 
Wars)

10.00 1,000 years

Plato  
(Tetralogies)

7.00 1,200 years

Roman 
Historian 
Tacitus 
(Annals)

20.00 1,000 years

Pliny the 
Younger

7.00 750 years

Homer 643.00 500 years

New 
Testament

over 
24,000

25-50 years

Sophocles 193.00 1400 years

Euripides 9.00 1500 years



“I think I can tell you 
most of  the books of  

the Bible … well, 
maybe not those little 

minor prophets.” 
Without using your Bible, list below 

the chronological flow of  the Old 
Testament: 

Creation-->___________ --> 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_____________________________  

How many OT books can you 
name? ________ 

Now look at your Bible’s Table of  
contents and see how you did! 

Brainstorm as specifically as 
you can about the main events in 
these books and make a few notes:  

Genesis: 

Exodus: 

Leviticus: 

Numbers & Deuteronomy: 

Joshua: 

Judges: 

Can you name any Judges? 

The history books of  Samuel, Kings, 

& Chronicles: 

The major prophets: 

The minor Prophets: 

The books of  Poetry & Wisdom 

(Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes): 

Ruth: 

Job:

Evaluate what you know

Welcome to 
TEACHING LEADER: SUZANNE STELLING	                                                                                                               

So you think you 
know your Bible? 
Let’s have some fun 

with that!

Understanding the big picture of  Scripture 
will enhance your relationship with God.



How well do you know the 
Bible, God’s story? Days 2 & 3

Day Two: 
Divine 

Inspiration 
Prayerfully write out these 
verses: 
2 Timothy 3:16 !!!!!
2 Peter 1:21 !!!!
Has God ever divinely inspired 
you as you read a verse or 
passage? What was that verse or 
passage, and how did God make 
it personal to you?

Ask yourself  these 
questions  

Would you say you are a scholar of  
the Scriptures?  Familiar with it? Distant? 
Clueless? Where do you fall on that 
continuum? 

Who is your favorite Bible 
character? Why? _________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Or are you thinking, what on earth 
is the Bible about? Why all the fuss over 
this book? Why is the media so acutely 
negative about Christianity and the 
Bible? Why is this an important issue? 

The Bible is unique. How many 
books are there in the Bible? __________ 
How many different authors? _________ 

The Bible is diverse, yet  
unified: it is focused on one main 
theme. What do you think that theme is? 
Put it here in your own words: 

_____________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________   

 According to your knowledge of  the 
Bible, what are some of  the main themes 
that run from the beginning to the end? 

• _______________________ 

• _______________________ 

• _______________________ 

• _______________________ 

• _______________________ 

• _______________________ 

!
In order to know your Bible, you 

must have confidence that it is God’s 
book, uniquely His, and has authority 
because it comes from Him. Today as you 
make time to read your Bible, look up 
these verses. Write them out, but put 
them in your own words, rather than just 
scribing verbatim what a verse says. 
Consider what that verse means to your 
daily life.  

Set aside some time each day. Grab 
your coffee, tea, or whatever, find a spot, 
and ask God to help you to understand 
the verses you are reading. Use your table 
of  contents to find the books & verses.

Day Three: Powerful & Purposeful
The Bible is POWERFUL   Write out these verses, but use your own words:  

Psalm 119:89 

Isaiah 40:8 

Matthew 24:35 

Jeremiah 5:14 

Jeremiah 23:29 

Ephesians 6:17 

The Bible is PURPOSEFUL   Do the same with these today: 

John 20:31 

Romans 15:4 

1 Corinthians 10:11

God can calm the seas.  If  
He can calm storms on a 
real lake, don’t you think 
He can calm storms in 
YOUR life?

Hebrews 4: 12: Write it 
here. Memorize it for 

yourself. “It’s not a butter 
knife!” ~friend Maria 

Concannon



Digging in Deeper

          How many of  these cities, countries, and names do you recognize? 
          
C        Can you label the map to the left with nations’ names?

Setting of  
Scripture 
Where on Earth is the Bible? 

Check this map or find a more defined 
one online. Go past Europe, head east, till 
you come to the Middle East. Along the 
coast of  the Mediterranean northeast of  
Africa you will see a small region called 
Israel between Egypt and Lebanon, 
Syria, and Jordan. 

Find out about the history of  this 
region 

What do you know about this region just 
from listening to the news? 

!
  

!!!!!
Day Four 

How did it all start?  

Read Genesis 1 through 3. Summarize 
what happened here. 

!
!
!
!
!
!

In what ways are you like Woman 
Eve? !
!

In what ways are you like Adam?  

Days Five & 
Six

I am very much like Eve--are 
you? I can hear my own voice: “Oh, I am 
hungry and that looks great; I’d like that to 
eat. Ooh, that’s so attractive! I’d really like 
that, it’s so pretty! Oooh, and it will make 
me smart? I REALLY want that! Here, 
you have some too, let’s share!” 

We’re in a mess. I’d love to blame 
everything on Eve--but does the Bible give 
me the freedom to point the finger at her, 
and think highly of  myself ? Read these 
verses and find out. 

• Psalm 14:2,3 

• Ecclesiastes 7:20 

• Isaiah 53:6 

• Romans 7:15-20 

 So I can’t escape what God says 
about me. I am in a mess. I need help--this 
is a problem I can’t fix. So what does the 

Bible include to help me and you? Where 
is our hope? 

• Romans 7:21-25 

• John 3:16  

• and John 3:17 

• and John 3:18! 

• John 11:25-26 

• John 14:6 

God begins an epic adventure, with 
the ultimate goal of  bringing man back 
into a close relationship, as Adam and Eve 
enjoyed. Are you ready and willing to find 
out more about how God works, Who He 
is, what He does? Journal your thoughts 
below. 



Week Two Lecture: the 
Sequence & the OT

A painting by the American Edward 
Hicks (1780 - 1849)!!

Noah’s Sons and  
the Table of  Nations !

Japheth~Europeans 
Maritime peoples 
Gauls, Britons, Germans, 
Russians, Medes, Iberians, Greeks, 
Romans, Thracians !
Ham~Africa & Arabia 
Built cities 
Ethiopians are from Cush 
Libyans are from Phut !
Shem~Semites   
Ancestors of  Persians, Assyrians, 
Chaldeans, Armenians, Syrians !
Of  Note: Peleg! 10:25

In the Beginning...  
The whole of  Scripture has a flow to 

it just as any book does.  

Section 1: The Pentateuch_ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

• ______________ 

This section’s main theme: _______ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

T h e r i ve r o f  i n s p i r a t i o n 
continued to flow as God worked 
with His people. Next we see His hand 
in history, in the books ____________ to 
__________.  So much happens during 
this time! There is a huge contrast 
between Joshua & _______.  Ruth occurs 
during the difficult time of  the ________. 
Samuel seamlessly moves into ______ __, 
and the Chronicles  report much of  the 
same information as Kings, but with a 
____________ emphasis. 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and 
the Major & Minor Prophets What a 
time of  testing, warning, war, and 
faithlessness this was! 

Major Prophets: ___4 prophets___ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
Isaiah, __J_________________ (who also 
wrote Lamentations), Ezekiel, and Daniel. 

Minor Prophets: Hosea to Malachi. 
Highlights: ________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Poetry 5 books of  Poetry remind us 
to ___________, sing, dance, and trust in 
our Lord, to seek His ______________ 
and fear Him. 

Job 

Psalms 

Proverbs 

Ecclesiastes 

Song of  Songs

The Silence of  God

Modern artistic drawing of Costumes 
of ancient Mede nobility. ~Wikipedia

!
There were ______________ “silent years” after the return of  the people.  

There was a sequence of  rulers during these years  

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

What do we do when God is silent?  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Hicks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Hicks


Think Pentateuch. 
Think beginnings. 
Open to Genesis and skim with me. 

You’ve already read chapters 1-3, so you 
know the situation facing mankind: but 
there was hope in 3:15. Genesis 4 has 
crucial verses for us: Write verses 6 & 7 in 
your own words here: _______________  
__________________________________
________________________________ 
Sketch that scene below: 

!
!
What sin can you picture crouching 

at your door? _____________________  
How do you “master it”? Look up Romans 
6:11-14. How do we regard s in? 
________________________ In what way 
are we alive? __________________ Verses 
12 & 13 have 2 “do not’s”: write them 
here: _____________________________ 
__________________________________
________________________________ 
From verse 13, tell me about the “offering” 
of  a believer: _______________________ 
__________________________________
________________________________ 

Who is NOT your master? ______, v.___  
Who IS your master? _______________ 

Genesis 6:5-14 shows the tendency of  
mankind toward evil, the end of  God’s 
patience with evil people, and His 
tenderness for those who are lights in an 
evil world. What does 6:6 say God feels 
when He sees the heart and behavior of  
mankind? ______________ How are 
people described?___________________ 
_________ His heart is so broken, what 
does He decree for mankind that He 
carries out in chapters 7 and 8?________  
What is God’s promise of  hope in 9:11 & 
13-16? ___________________________ 
If  you have extra time today, sketch the 
ark on back or compute their total time on 
the ark. 

The Patriarchs By looking through 
the rest of  Genesis (chapter 12-50), name 
the patriarchs and the chapters they’re in: 
Abraham, chapters ____ to ____; 
____________, ____ to ____; ________, 
___ to ___ (35:9-13); and Joseph, ____ to 
50. 

God’s Covenant with Abram List 
the promises God makes to Abram in 
12:2.3,7: _________________________ 
__________________________________

__________________________________
_______________________________ 

Genesis 15:6 i s the p ivota l 
conclusion to an intimately affectionate 
conversation between God and Abram. 
Read this passage, and then look up  

Acts 13:39  !
Romans 3:28 & 5:1  !
Ephesians 2:8,9  !

Galatians 3:6-9 talks about this same 
issue: are we close to God because we earn 
our way into His Presence? Do we receive 
the Holy Spirit because we are good sweet 
girls? And is it just a select group (Paul 
cites the Jews) that can be close to God? 
The Scriptures are clear: we can be close 
t o God becau se we have what ? 
____________. Abram _______________ 
God (15:6). That’s what it’s all about. 

Do you believe what God says to you? 
Do you trust His affection for you? Do you 
believe He pursues you, to rescue you from 
sin?

Welcome to Study
TEACHER LEADER, SUZANNE STELLING	 	 WEEK TWO HW                                                                                                                                                             

Picture of Job http://www.wmcwels.com/cgi-bin/

Hebrew text of Psalm 1
Judgment of Solomon!

Nineteenth century engraving by Gustave Doré

http://www.wmcwels.com/cgi-bin/
http://www.wmcwels.com/cgi-bin/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Dor%C3%A9


Days 2 & 3:  

This is a verse page … 
here we go! 

Genesis 15 also holds a prophecy that 
launches us into the journey of  the Israelite 
nation. Read verses 12-16,18 and write out 
what will happen to Abram’s* descendants: 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________
______________. God gives Abram* the 
sign of  the stars (v5), the promise with the 
fire pot (v17), a new name (17:5), and the 
sign of  circumcision (17:10). He also 
promises to take care of  both of  Abraham’s 
sons (read 17:19-21). *Abram’s name is 
changed to Abraham. 

Theophanies Could Jesus show up in 
the Old Testament? Scholars agree that 
when the Scriptures say “THE angel of  the 
Lord” rather than “AN angel of  the the 
Lord,” they are referring to the pre-
incarnate Christ. Many people think Jesus is 
in Genesis 18. See what you think! 

Jacob’s Family Reconstruct  Jacob’s 
family: this is very important! Use Genesis 
35:23-26 and make a diagram below: 

!
!
!
!
!
These 12 sons form the 12 tribes of  

Israel and are significant throughout 
Scripture, all the way to Revelation 21:12. 
What is the other significant “12” in the 
New Testament? ____________________ 
(Hint: see Revelation 21:14.) 

Moving into Joseph’s Life Read 
Genesis 37 and 39. Skip a chapter and read 
41:1-43, and 50:15-21. Don’t be put off  by 
the amount of  reading; the story is riveting, 
and it will go by quickly! If  you have time, 
read all the chapters.  

Do a character sketch on Joseph below 
by answering the following questions. Write 
reference verses. 

What did Joseph look like? 

What was his ranking among the 
brothers?_______ Who was his mother? 

!
What was his character when he was 

in difficulty or temptation? 

!
!
What does Joseph’s story teach you 

about forgiveness? 

!
!
In what ways was Joseph like Jesus? 

!
!
After Joseph died, many generations 

were born and died, still in that same 
region. The Israelites fell out of  favor with 
the new Pharaoh; why? (Exodus 1:7-10) 

!
The people were terribly oppressed 

and needed “a way out” which is what 
“Exodus” means. 

Meet Moses Moses is one of  the 
most important figures in the Bible, so get to 
know him by reading Exodus 2. What is 
your impression of  this man, age 40? 

!
!
Moses meets God in chapter 3 

under quite unusual circumstances. God 
gives Moses a mission: “Go back to Egypt 
and lead My people out!” Moses gives Him 
5 excuses why he shouldn’t be the one to 
rescue them … have you ever felt that way? 
“No, God, really, You don’t want me to do 
that task.” God prevails and Moses goes, 
equipped with signs, a staff, and the promise 
of  help from his brother, Aaron. 

Pharaoh famously refuses to let God’s 
people go, and God systematically defeats 
all of  the gods of  Egypt, including Pharaoh 
himself, by using plagues. There were 10; 
how many can you name? (Check yourself  
in chapters 7:19- 11:10.) 

!
!
Chapter 12:1-42 i s cruc ia l to 

understanding all of  the Bible, especially 
the life and names of  Jesus. Read it 
carefully, then draw out a scene from the 
story below. 

!
!
!
Given that story, why do you think 

John the Baptist said this when he saw Jesus: 
“Behold, the Lamb of  God, Who takes 
away the sin of  the world” (John 1:29)? 

!
        Exodus & Wanderings 

Moses & the Israelites fled the city and 
rested at the Red Sea--briefly. What did the 
people see in Exodus 14:10?__________ 
_________________ and his _________. 
Terrified, the people looked to Moses. 
Summarize what he told them in 14:13 & 
14: ______________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
Equally important is the next verse, God 
speaking: _________________________!  

Do you need this word for your own life 
today? 

Meal Plan What do you feed over 
600,000 men & their grumpy families when 
you are in a desert? Read Exodus 16:11-18 
& write their menu here: _______________ 
_______________________. How does this 
r e l a t e t o D e u t e r o n o m y 8 : 3 ?
___________________________________  
___________________________________
___________________________________  
___________________________________
__________________________________ 

… To Jesus’ words in John 6:30-35? 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________



The  
Land 
of  
Milk 
and 
Honey

Of  note: A quiet little verse stuck in Numbers 12: “Now Moses was a very 
humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of  the earth.” v3.

Days 4 & 5 
The Ten Commandments  

How many can you name without peeking? 
Imagine this scene! Read Exodus 20. Just soak 
it in. 

Training for Joshua 

Read 33:7-11. What is our “tent of  meeting 
now”? _____________________ Who was in 
training? _______________ 

Leviticus: Laws for Holy Living 

God is holy, holy, holy, and wants to be 
worshiped in a prescribed way. All of  His laws 
and regulations are listed in Leviticus and 
give us a picture of  the coming work of  the 
Savior. 

Substitution & Sacrifice 

God gives His stubborn people a picture of  
sin’s toll with a scapegoat in Lev. 16:8-10, 
21-22,24. What is the role of  each goat? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Moses 
Moses sent a scouting party into Canaan 

to answer the questions in Numbers 13:18-20. 
List some here: ________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
What were the spies’ replies? Summarize 13: 
26-14:9 briefly: ________________________ 
____________________________________  

What 2 men stood with Moses? _______ 
and _____________. How did God reward 
their faith in 14:20-24, 29-35? ____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Number s, Deuteronomy T he 
Israelites wander in the wilderness for a total 
of  40 years, learning lessons of  obedience 
and consequences by having confrontations 
with God, Who faithfully calls them to right 
living and worship. These books read like a 
fast novel, full of  rebellion, remorse, and 
rescue, second chances and scandals, friends 
and family and fights and forgiveness.  

“Deuter” means _______________ 
(from lecture), and this was the second 
generation’s chance to go into the Promised 
Land. They heard the full law for a second 
time, and Moses, near his own death, lays out 

quite bluntly the choices before them in 
Deuteronomy 27-30. 

Read 30:15-20. How can you apply 
this to yourself  and your family? 

!
!
!
Joshua succeeds Moses and takes 

the tribes into the Promised Land in great 
victory. The word of  caution to them was  
about incomplete obedience: you do all 
you can for the moment, then get 
comfortable, stop, settle down, and don’t 
finish the job. God emphasizes this: finish 
the job, clear the land, or anyone left in the 
land will make you stumble. Joshua ends 
his days giving Israel the charge found in 
24:14-24. Can you say this for you and 
your family? 

The main theme of  Judges is found in  
the final verse of  the book; write it here: !!!
To summarize the book of  Judges, read 
2:8-23. Draw the Sin Cycle here: !
!
!
!

!
The final Judge was named Samuel. 

He chronicles the motion of  the nation as 
they move from judges as ruler-guides to 
official kings. This process was an affront 
to God, yet He allowed it. Read 8:4-22. 
What phrase was used repeatedly to 
describe what a king would do? _________ 
__________________________________ 

________ was the nation’s first king (1 
Samuel 9:2). Describe him using 9:2,21 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________
The LORD rejects Saul in ch15 when Saul 
is incompletely obedient. What did 
God feel? What was Saul’s excuse? 
Summarize 15:9-11, 19-26. _______ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________
Have you ever been incompletely obedient, 
not finishing or doing a job exactly as God 
told you to? What can you do to help 
yourself  to NOT fall into the sin of  Saul? 

Samuel then anoints David. 1 Samuel 
16:7 is a crucial verse; write it here and try 
to memorize it: ____________________ 
__________________________________
__________________________________
Account for David’s famous adventures: 1 
S 17: ________________ 1 S 25: _______ 
____________ 2 S 2 _________________ 
2 S 5 _______________________ 2 S 6 
_______________________________ 2 S 
11, 12 ____________________________ 

Source: http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/

Samuel & the Kings

http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/
http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/


The Prophets & Return

Illustration from the Nuremberg Chronicle of the destruction of 
Jerusalem under the Babylonian rule

David’s son Solomon succeeds him, and 
God converses with Solomon in 1 Kings 
3:5-15. What happened? 

!
Optional: Research what the Scriptures 

say about Solomon, who began so well and 
ended so poorly. What do you glean from these 
Scriptures? (1K = 1 Kings.) 

1K 4:29-34 

1K 10:1-9 

!
1K 10:23 

!
1K 11:1-13 

!
!
The kingdom of  Israel then splits into 2 

parts: Israel (northern) and ____________,  
(southern). 

To the right is a chart of  the kings of  both 
nations. Using your Bible or the Internet, fill 
out the table and draw a conclusion about  
your findings here:

What do you say when 
you see your beloved nation 
spiraling into sin without a 
regret? The prophets were God’s 
spokesmen, calling them back, 
giving them space to repent, 
warning them of  doom if  they did 
not.  

Majors These 4 authors had 
severe words of  warning, rebuke, 
and love for God’s people. Some 
of  the images in these books are 
gruesome, showing the depravity 
of  people without God. They also 
have sections of  mysterious 
prophecy, some of  which have 

been fulfilled. Choose one author 
and skim through his book, 
looking at headings to get the 
main ideas. Author: ___________ 

Minors The 12 smaller 
prophetic books, the Minors, also 
contain warnings, calls to repent, 
images of  judgment, and hope of  
rescue. Many Christians apply the 
message of  these books to the US. 

Return, Rebuilding, and 
Revival Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Esther are written as people 
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the 
city, the walls, and the temple.

Kings of Israel and Judah: who was good? Who was bad? 
Mark them + or - in the chart below. 
(2 Chronicles 10-36, 1 Kings 12-25)

ISRAEL’S KINGS + 
O
R 
-

JUDAH’S KINGS + 
OR 
-

Jeroboam1, 22 years Rehoboam, 17 years

Nadab, 2 years Abijah, ____ years

Baasha, ______ years ________, 41 years

Elah, ____ years Jehoshaphat, 25 years

Zimri, 7 days! ______________, 8 years

___________, 12 years Ahaziah, 1 year

Ahab, 22 years, the WORST Queen ___________________, 7 yrs

___________, 2 years Joash, ______ years

Joram, ______ years ______________, 29 years

Jehu, ______ years Azariah (Uzziah), 52 years

Jehoahaz, _____ years ______________, 16 years

Jehoash, ______ years Ahaz, 16 years (overlaps with Jotham)

Jeroboam 2, 41 years Hezekiah, _______ years, BEST

Zechariah & Shallum, months Manassah, ________ years, WORST

Menahem Amon, 2 years, AWFUL

Peka Josiah, ________, BEST

Hoshea Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, 11 1/2 

Solomon & 
Beyond, Day 6

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg_Chronicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg_Chronicle


Week Three Lecture: The 
Sequence and the NT

The setting of  the Gospels !
Look at the map above from 
http://www.bible-history.com/
maps/palestine_nt_times.html !
Highlight all the cities, areas, 
and landforms you have heard 
about previously.

Jesus: He makes all the 
difference in the world  

Coming out of  the Old Testament, the 
key words are HOPE and WAITING. 

 Why HOPE? 

Why WAITING? 

!
The Gospels  

Key players: 

• John the Baptist 

• Mary & Joseph 

• Jesus 

• the disciples (12) 

• Religious & government officials 

Tell me more about Jesus 

How did He identify Himself ? In the 
gospel of  John, Jesus used many titles and 
word pictures to describe Himself  and His 
mission. 

• John 4:26 

• 6:35--Bread 

• 8:12--Light 

• 10:7,11,30 

• 11:25 

• 14:6 

• 15:1  

What is His life’s account? We 
know from the gospels about Jesus’ birth, 
refugee status, and family of  origin. We 
know very little about his ____________.  

We know more about his last _____ 
years of  life, His ministry years. They are 
characterized by what He did (for example, 
His second year is called the year of  
____________________) and how people 
reacted to Him (i.e, His third year was the 
year of  _______________). 

So we know about His birth, His call, 
His life, His miracles, His teachings, His 
trials & denials, His _____________, His 
________________________, His cloudy 
_____________________, & His current 
mission, __________________________ 
___________________________________
__________________________________.

Old Testament Prophesies

Jesus taught in parables. Above is an illustration 
of  the Parable of  the Good Samaritan I found on 
http://parishableitems.files.wordpress.com/
2010/07/goodsamaritan.jpg

Who was the Messiah supposed to be? What was He supposed to do? 
According to the Old Testament, the people of  Israel were looking forward to a Messiah 
who would do great things for them. ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 61 ____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 53____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 22  ___________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

http://parishableitems.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/goodsamaritan.jpg
http://www.bible-history.com/maps/palestine_nt_times.html
http://www.bible-history.com/maps/palestine_nt_times.html
http://parishableitems.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/goodsamaritan.jpg


So what’s His story? 
First, let’s pray together. Father God, 

we are here with our Bibles and our 
minds open to You. Open our hearts also, 
and help me to know and appreciate 
Your Big Story. Thank You for study time 
today. Holy Spirit, please help me to 
understand what the Bible says. Amen! 

John the Baptist John’s story is full 
of  wonder! His story is in Luke 1 and 
begins with miraculous circumstances 
surrounding his parents, Elisabeth and 
Zechariah. They were quite old at the 
time and had been barren throughout 
their marriage. An angel of  the Lord 
appears to Zechariah and tells him some 
specific things about his coming son! 
From Luke 1:13-17, list them below: 

!
What more is said about him in 

1:76-80? 

!
!

Jesus’ Birth  

6 months after Elisabeth became 
pregnant, the same angel visited a young 
Israelite named Mary and had significant 
news for her. Luke 1:26-38 is their 
conversation. Record how this 15-ish-
year-old responded to the news that 
would completely change her life forever: 

!
!
How did Joseph, her betrothed, 

react? Read Matthew 1:18-25 to find out; 
summarize it below. 

!
Lk 2 &  Mt 2,  the Refugee Child  

The second chapter of  these gospels 
gives great insight into young Jesus’ 
infancy & toddlerhood. In Luke, Simeon 
and Anna see the OT prophecies (see 
lecture notes) fulfilled, and we learn a 
sweet verse about the character of  Mary 
(Luke 2:51). Let’s explore Matthew 2, 
when Jesus is about 2 years of  age, just 

after the Magi left. Why 
did Herod, the ruler of  
the region, care about 
t h e b i r t h o f  t h i s 
particular child, Jesus? 
Matthew 2:1-3,12,13   
_________________________________
_________________________________  
How did God move to save Jesus? 2:13:__ 
_________________________________
________________________________  

How did Herod respond? 16-18: 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 

Luke 2, verses 40 & 52 summarize 
Jesus’ youth & growth. Write your 
translation here: ___________________ 
_________________________________ 

List the names of  the children in 
your life, those under your influence, and 
pray those verses for them:

Jesus makes all the difference in the world.

Welcome to Study
TEACHER LEADER, SUZANNE STELLING	 	 WEEK THREE HW                                                                                                                                                         

Left, Mary and 
Jesus in a 
manger, early 
1900s Bible 
illustration!!!!
Right, Philippe 

de Champaigne's 
The Dream of 
Saint Joseph 
painted 
around 1636

Hark, the herald 	

angels sing, “Glory 
to the newborn 

King!”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippe_de_Champaigne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippe_de_Champaigne


Days 2 & 3: 
Jesus’ Life 
This is a verse page … 

here we go! 
Some people ask, was Jesus really 

human? You’ve read through His birth 
story, so you know He was born of  Mary, 
with God as His Father. But what about 
His daily life? Did He float, do Tinkerbell-
style miracles for Himself,  influence people 
like the Jedi knights in Star Wars? Let’s 
explore this before moving into Jesus’ 
ministry. Open your Bible to Hebrews 2; 
read 10-18. What convinces you that Jesus 
was truly human by God’s design? 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________
__________________________________  

Preparation 

After Jesus’ youth, we have very little 
information until He is around 30 years old 
and begins His ministry. He is baptized by J 
the B, tempted by Satan,  moves into 
ministry, and states His mission by quoting 
Isaiah in Luke 4:18-21. Write the mission’s 
verbs here:  _________________________ 
__________________________________ 

Jesus begins building a core group of  
12 men around Him called disciples (later, 
post-resurrection, they are called apostles). 
Who were they? What do we know about 
them? See Luke 6:12-16 and the chart; I’ve 
got you stated with hints. 

Year of  Inauguration 

Jesus’ first year of  ministry was marked by 
intentional activity and relationships. His 
first miracle was at a wedding in Cana, 
where He turned water into wine at His 
mom’s behest. What was His next act? 
Read John 2:12-17:  __________________ 
_________________________________ 
He also did this at the very end of  His 
ministry. Prayerfully, quietly, consider this 
question: what do you think Jesus may 
want to clear out of  you? _____________ 
_________________________________ 
Jesus moves into Judea & begins a revival 
with a lonely, used, suspicious woman who 
is getting water from a well. Perhaps you 
feel like she did; if  so, read John 4 and see 
how gently and purposefully He engages 
her. His manner is kind, truthful, and 
straightforward, yet not condemning. Are 
you like that?  

Year of  Popularity 

Jesus’ abilities to heal begin to attract 
huge numbers of  followers, and He finishes 
calling His twelve disciples. Explore these 
Scriptures as if  you were a person in 
the crowds watching Him. Choose 2-3 of  
these verses. What is your take-away, your 
opinion of  Jesus as you see Him do these 
things?  

• Luke 5:4-9 

• Matthew 8:14-15 

• Matthew 9:2-8 

• Matthew 5, pick a paragraph 

• John 7:12-16 

Jesus begins to teach in parables, or  
training stories that have a specific point. 
While there are many to read, let’s look at a 
specific parable that Jesus teaches and then 
explains so you will see how they work. 
Read Matthew 13:3-9. Illustrate it below. 

!
!
!

Now read Mt 13:18-23. Each soil had 
a symbolic meaning … hence, the work of  
the parable. The listeners were to see their 
own “soil” in the story, where they were in 
relation to God, how they were accepting 
or rejecting God’s word, how much fruit 
was in their lives. Draw where you picture 
yourself  to be. Make this sketch a prayer to 
the Lord. 

!
!
!
He continued to do miracles during 

this time. One of  the most meaningful to 
me is in Mt 14: 22-33, and it is a picture of  
His patient call to me. I want to be like 
Peter and get out of  the boat! God has 
shown me that not only can I walk on the 
water with my eyes on Jesus, but I can 
dance on it if  I will just trust Him! 
Consider this parable from every angle: 
Jesus’ point of  view; the others’ in the boat; 
and Peter’s. What are your reflections? 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 

Year of  Opposition 

Once the disciples understand that 
Jesus is God’s son, the Messiah, He tells 
them about His imminent death, which 
they do not understand.  

Opposition arises, ironically, from the 
religious leaders of  the day. Read the 
episode in Luke 13:10-17. By healing the 
woman, what do the rulers reveal about 
their hearts? _______________________ 
_________________________________ 
Jesus was not concerned with popularity or 
opinion polls. Read in Luke 14:25-33 how 
Jesus challenges His followers. Out of  all 
He said, what challenges you the most? 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________
__________________________________ 

The gospel of  John gives an 
alternative view to Jesus’ daily living, as 
John was one of  His best friends and in on 
more intimate conversations. John also was 
quick to believe, affectionate, and a bit 
poetic in his use of  language. With this in 
mind, read Jesus’ prayer in John 17. Circle 
glorify, You, world, Father.

NAME? KNOW?

Mt 5:1-13   P

Mt 5:27-31   M/L

John 1:40-42, A

John 1:43-46, Ph

John 1:45-51, N



Days 4 & 5: Jesus is Lord 
over death & Saul/Paul

Read Acts 9:1-31 about Saul-
Paul’s conversion. Journal your 
thoughts about it in the green 
area below.

Father, forgive them, 
they do not know what 

they are doing.~Lk 23:34  
From the gospel accounts we learn 

that several groups opposed Jesus: the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Herodians, 
the Council (made up of  general religious 
leadership), a fickle crowd, and finally the 
ruling Romans, once they learned Jesus 
was called a king (thus opposing Caesar, 
the emperor). 

“Crucify Him!” The last several 
chapters of  each gospel addresses Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Using all four 
gospels, research what Jesus said from the 
cross. This will take time, but will be rich 
study for you and give you great insight 
into Him! Grab a beverage and get deep. 

1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

4. _________________________ 

5. _________________________ 

6. _________________________ 

7. _________________________ 

“He has risen!” Death is a prob-
lem, no? Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. 
Write below how life would be if  Christ 
had NOT risen from the dead, v 13: 
_________________________________ 
v14:______________________________
_________________________________
v15: _____________________________ 
v17: _____________________________ 
v18: _____________________________ 
But Jesus DID rise! How do I know? Eye 
witnesses! 

“Mary.” Read John 20:10-18. Oh, 
this is a personal favorite! Connect verse 
16 with  with John 10: 3,4,14,15. Write 
your thoughts here: ______________  
_________________________________
_________________________________
________________________________
When have you heard Him say your 
name? 

John 20, 21 Jesus appeared to 
whom in these final two chapters? _____ 
_________________________________
_______________ How many times did 
He ask Peter if  he loved Him? ____ How 
can you connect that to how many times 
Peter denied Jesus in Mark 14:66-72? ___ 
_________________________________       

What next? Read Acts 1:1-11. Up, 
up and away! :-)

Letters of  love & follow-up

Paul’s missionary journeys were extensive in this 
area. http://scriptures.lds.org/en/biblemaps/13 
is a helpful website for tracing his travels.

Paul takes 3 missionary journeys Everywhere Paul went he took his faith, his 
mouth, and his intellect--and just about everywhere he went, he got into big trouble. He 
covered the Mediterranean with the gospel--the good news of  grace and peace with God 
through Jesus Christ, not law. Opposition came mainly through Jewish men who did not 
accept Jesus as the Messiah and the subsequent release from the law. Christians did not have 
to become Jews first; they just had to live directly for Jesus. Radical! 

Paul’s patterns Paul would go to the synagogue or place of  prayer in every city he 
entered. He would try to connect with the Jewish community of  the city first, then the 
Gentile God-fearers, then the pagans. He wrote follow-up letters to the churches instructing 
them on all manner of  issues, from sex & marriage to food & work. He usually wrote about 
doctrine first, the practically applied the doctrine to everyday life. 

Paul’s family of  faith Paul wrote letters to churches (Romans; 1,2 C; G-E-P-C; 1,2  
Th) and to people, notably Timothy (also Titus & Philemon). These letters are full of  rich 
council about being a church and being a Christian. If  you have time, skim 2 Timothy 1,2 
and note Paul’s affectionate, fatherly advice for his younger son in the faith. What advice 
stands out to you? __________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________

Conversion of Saint Paul, fresco by Michelangelo

http://scriptures.lds.org/en/biblemaps/13
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
http://scriptures.lds.org/en/biblemaps/13


Bonus Day, Day 6: the rest 
of  the New Testament

You’ve been studying a series of 
letters from God’s servants to 
other believers. Take time to 
write your own letter, psalm, or 
poem to God or the church in 
the green area below.Hebrews, James, Peter, 

John, Jude, Revelation  
Hebrews Hebrews begins by exalting 

Jesus above angels; also read 1:3 for a 
profound description of  Jesus. Then the 
author thoroughly, clearly connects OT 
theology with the life of  Jesus. It seems 
clearly written for a Jewish audience, since 
the issues they wrestled with are presented 
with great skill and acumen. Jesus is 
portrayed as our  great high priest: flawless, 
yet human. Hebrews 11 is affectionately 
called the “Faith Hall of  Fame.” 

James Oh my, hold on. James is 
practical with pain and prayer, tough on the 
tongue, clear on what wisdom is and is not, 
and straightforward with the rich. Want to 
get real right now? Read James’s 5 chapters. 

Peter Bold Peter writes in his older age 
with a tone of  love and maturity that only 
come with the  transforming love of  Jesus. 
Gone is the ADHD-like disciple with the 
sword and rash choices; he has become the 
disciple to give advice on suffering, hope, 
holiness, families, and humility, as well as the 
last days.  

John’s 3 small letters The apostle 
John also wrote these 3 smaller letters. 1 
John is full of  tests to help you know if  you 
are truly a believer or not; most start with 
the word “if ” or say “this is how we know.” 

A remarkable group of  verses is in 1 
John 2:1-17. Take some time and write it 
here in the words of  your Bible : 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

2 John’s theme is to “close doors” while 
3 John’s theme is to “open doors.” See why 
for yourself ! Both books are just a few 
paragraphs long. 

Jude Jude is just one chapter, but it 
packs a punch. He urges his friends to 
“contend for the faith” in the face of  a 
wicked culture. He ends his letter with a 
famous doxology, verses 24 and 25.  Put this 
in your own words! ________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

Revelation--hold onto your seat!

Four Horsemen of Apocalypse, by Viktor 
Vasnetsov. Painted in 1887.!!
(See Revelation 6 for the whole story.)

Letters to the churches and a heavenly scene of  worship, chapters 1-5 The 
3 chapters of  letters taught by Anne Graham Lotz changed my life. Read these letters, 
taking each personally, and listen to what God says to you. Enjoy & be in awe, reading 
about worship at the unfathomable Throne of  God and the Lamb in chapters 4 & 5.  

As you are curious about prophecy and mystery, the end of  most that we know, and 
the triumph of  Jesus, read through Revelation with the outline below to help you sort it. 

7 seals and 7 trumpets, chapters 6-11 

Satan, the Lamb, and the harvest, chapters 12-14   

7 angels, 7 plagues, 7 bowls of  wrath, chapters 15-16  

Mystery, Babylon’s Fall, the Hallelujah Chorus,  chapters 17-19 

Jesus rules, Satan falls, and Heaven!, chapters 20-22 



Week Four Lecture: Plan & Purpose

This week you will study 
purpose, plan, and begin to 
study power. Rick Warren 

has written a tremendously 
popular book (above) and 
specifies these 5 purposes: !!

Purpose #1: You Were Planned for 
God's Pleasure (Worship)!!
Purpose #2: You Were Formed for 
God's Family (Fellowship)!!
Purpose #3: You Were Created to 
Become Like Christ (Discipleship)!!
Purpose #4: You Were Shaped for 
Serving God (Ministry)!!
Purpose #5: You Were Made for a 
Mission (Mission)

What is our purpose 
within God’s plan?  
Some of  God’s plan is difficult for us 

to comprehend; other parts of  His plan 
are easier to grasp, thank goodness.  

God and all people work in a 
partnership, a tension described in 
Proverbs 19:21: “Many are the plans of  a 
man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 
that prevails.” This reminds us of  God’s 
unique quality we call _______________. 
God has an overall plan and purpose for 
all things, including you. He is the 
sovereign, or Lord, over all events and 
creation.  Calvin described it like this: __ 
__________________________________
__________________________________ 

Guest Expert Rick War ren 
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 

God’s Plan The Bible is clear about  
these parts of  God’s plan: 

• Jeremiah 29:11 

• Isaiah 14:27 

• Ephesians 3:11 

• John 3:16, 17 

• ___________________________ 

• gifted to serve the Body ________ 

Word pictures Look at these verses 
with me: 

• Jeremiah 17:7, 8 

• John 15:______ vine, branches 

• clay/potter Jeremiah 18:1-10 notes 

• broken cisterns, ______________ 

• ___________________________ 

• put on Christ/take off  sin 

Your illustration: 

!
!
Your Purpose What does the 

catechism say about your purpose?  

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________  

A short version of  purpose from VU 
college days: _____________________ 
__________________________________

God’s Plan and the Flow of Scripture

Journal about or draw a favorite word picture 
from the scriptures we’ve explored today.

He’s been busy from the beginning The creative Trinity exists in community--3 in 1, 
all for each other, all in agreement, all working in the same direction. They agreed to bring all 
things into being — They were present from the start in Genesis 1. You read the pronouns 
“______” and “_________.” Add Colossians 1:16: ___________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ And 1:17: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________. 

He is still at work God is alive, thriving, and busy today, at work in His people. For 
stories about how He is at work in individuals, go to the website “iamsecond.org” and search for 
former Korn rocker, Brian Welch. Dozens of  people tell their stories on this site—enjoy the 
reality of  watching God intervene in people’s lives! 

He has a plan for the future The Bible tells us that we have a destiny to live in one of  
two places: ______________________ or ____________. They are extreme opposites.    

About Heaven 	 	 	 	 	 About Hell

http://iamsecond.org
http://iamsecond.org


What is God’s plan for 
your life? What is the 
purpose of  your life?  

Where is the power for 
you to live this life? 
God’s Plan Re-write phrases from 

these Scriptures in your own words: 

• Jeremiah 29:11-13 

!
• Ezekiel 11:19 

• Hosea 2:14-23; write out 19, 20 

!
• Ephesians 4:22-24 

• Romans 8:29 OR 2 C 3:18 

Your Purpose How can you know 
your purpose? Isn’t that a bit mystical, and 
very individual? Yes! But has God revealed 
anything about your purpose in the Bible? 
Look up these Scriptures: 

• Ephesians 2:10 

• 2 Timothy 1:8-9 

• James 1:27 

• 1 Peter 1:13-15 OR 1 Peter 4:7-11 

What do those tell you about your 
purpose? 

!
!
!
Your Power You may be humble 

enough to say, “Oh my--I can’t do that, not 
on my own.” How correct you are! Have 
you ever tried to be “good enough”? Have 
you ever tried to live through a tough issue 
on your own resolve, only to find out you 
were more weak than you realized? Briefly, 
give me an example, and I’ll give you one: 

• I will NOT _____ another _____!  

• I will forgive that @#$%^&* person 

• I will stop feeling ____________.... 

The power for living a Christian life 
must come from Christ--but He’s not here 
on earth with us! So to Whom do we turn? 
The Holy Spirit. We also learn to walk in 
grace. We receive the tension that reality 
brings to our lives of  faith, and wrestle 
with God as Jacob did (see Genesis 
32:22-32). Jacob struggled with God and 
would not let go of  Him until He blessed 
him. That’s what we’ve got to do too. And 
God blessed him with 1-a wound, and 2-a 
new name.  

What is your God-given wound? What 
new identity has God given you as you 
wrestle with 
Him?

God has a plan; you have a purpose; you need power

Welcome to Study

Far left: Jeremiah 17:8 
You are like a tree… 
Middle: a worn Bible in 
Mozambique 
Above: You are made for 
Heaven

Where do you 
get power for 

your life? From 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Journal below about...Pray for the Holy Spirit to move in 
you and reveal Himself. Ask Him to 
give you something about your 
purpose and/or His plan, like a 
mental picture, a poem, a song, a 
prayer, and write it in the space 
below.

How do you know He has a plan? 
How do you know He cares about such a 
thing as your life, when He created 
massive supernovas and scales of  life 
beyond our imagination? Match up the 
Scriptures with the tip: Psalm 139:1, Acts 
9:11, Psalm 139:16, Matthew 6:8, Psalm 
139:4, and Matthew 10:30.  According to 
these Scriptures, He 

1. knows your needs 

2. knows YOU 

3. knows where you live 

4. knows the length of  your life 

5. knows what you are about to say 

6. knows even the number hairs on 
your head. 

So He does care. He knows you, He 
sees you. With His care comes His 
provision. He is watching over you as you 
are seeking Him. Read and write down 
Jeremiah 29:11-13. Put it in your own 
words below.

His plan: do you really believe 
God has a plan for you that is 
specific to your life? Ask Him to talk 
to you about it. What does He  say?  

!
!
!
Which picture above do you 

connect with most, and why? 

!
!

According to Scripture, what is 
every Christian’s purpose? 

!
!
Now, take it personally: what is 

YOUR purpose? How does God 
want you to do that in your 24/7 life?

Look up these Scriptures about His plan and 
your purpose. Fill in the table as you go.

SCRIPTURE ABOUT...(BLURB) PICTURE
?

SKETCH

Jeremiah 17:8	


Psalm 1	


(You find this one using your Bible’s concordance or 
online concordance)

salt	


light	


John 10, several verses	
 sheep	


SCRIPTURE ABOUT... (BLURB) PURPOSE? PLAN?

Jeremiah 29: 11 (use your notes to write your 
blurb)

future, hope

Ephesians 2:10	


Ephesians 2:4	


Matthew 22:37-40 Love Him, 
others

(You add one) Become like 
Jesus

Become like 
Jesus

God has a plan for 
YOU. Isn’t that such 

a mystery! Days 2 & 3



Holy Spirit Power

The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. ~Jesus, Matthew 26:41 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you … .” Acts 1:8  
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. the words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and they are life. ~Jesus in John 6:63

Day 4: “But I don’t 
always live to know 

God and enjoy Him!” 
I know. Me either. I’m not a tree, I’m a 
twig. And I need water. And a transplant! 

I’ve missed my purpose, I’ve screwed up the 
plan. Forget Plan B--am I on Plan Q289N by 
now? :-) 

But you know, I want to please God, not 
to earn His affection, but because I just 
love Him,  and want to be close to Him. 

That’s great! Me too! I’ve just realized that I 
can’t do it on my own. Paul understood: Read 
Romans 7. Summarize his struggle here: 

!
  

Because of  my Eve qualities, I realize I 
need a Savior. Today, not just when I was 
15 years old and had a broken heart.  

O wretched woman that I am, who can save me 
from this body of  death? I sound like Paul, I 
feel like Paul. 

What is this battle I feel? 

Read Galatians 5. Now re-read it. I’m serious. 
Make a chart below, flesh (self) vs Spirit, and 
put the actions and descriptors that match each 
side in the appropriate spot. DON’T FORGET 
to write the VERSE! I’ve got you started: 

FLESH	 vs	 SPIRIT   

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

So I’m in the middle of  a war. What are 
my weapons? How do I fight this?  

You actually have 3 enemies: the world, the 
flesh (as you saw above), and the devil. The 
world doesn’t mean the earth, it means worldly 
attitudes that separate us from God. 

Answer: Be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
walk through your life in His power. 

You’ve become a Christian... 
now where’s the Holy Spirit?  

To brand new believers, Peter said Acts 
2:38: “Repent & be baptized, every one of  
you, in the Name of  Jesus Christ so that our 
sins may be forgiven. And you will receive 
the gift of  the Holy Spirit.” Are you new? 

Then, friend you have been given the 
gift of  the Holy Spirit from God Himself. 
He’s yours ... so put in some time this week 
to get to know Him.  

Perhaps you’ve been a believer for 
a while. God says He will give you the gift 
of  His Spirit. Write down key words and 
phrases from Ezekiel 36:27: 

!
!
1 Corinthians 6 is a very 

powerful chapter which goes 
into detail about the freedom 
of  a believer in Jesus. In verse 
12, Paul writes a governing 
principle for all believers. 
Write it here: 

!
!
Then he talks about our bodies and the 

importance of  sexual purity: how it’s not 
appropriate to join the body of  a believer (a 
member of  Christ’s body) with anything 
impure, because “the body is not meant for 
sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the 
Lord is meant for the body” (v13). 

Note the clarity with which Paul 
illustrates the honor and importance of  our 
bodies. This is different from many other 
religions! But the kicker is verses 19 and 20: 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

_______________________ 
_______________________ 
_______________________ 
_______________________ 
Journal about these verses 
below and on the back.



  Days 5 & 6 
This is a verse page. 
It has a slew of  verses for you to 

pursue about the Holy Spirit. Take your 
time, enjoy this process, and get to know 
the Holy Spirit better as you look up 
these verses. 

In the Old Testament, the Holy 
Spirit came upon a person to anoint them 
for a temporary job. Am I telling the 
truth? Check me by checking these verses, 
and make a note or two: 

Judges 3:10 

Judges 6:34 

Judges 14:6 

1 Samuel 10:10 

1 Samuel 16:13 

In the book of  Acts, the promised 
Holy Spirit came upon the core disciples 
in Acts 2. Read the entire chapter. What 
were the disciples doing when the Holy 
Spirit came?_______________________ 
What did they hear? ________________ 
What did they see? _________________  
Why was their new language ability 
important at this time in the city?
_________________________________
________________________________
What were they accused of  being, even 
though it was 9am? _________________ 
Summarize what Peter said to this 
distinguished group of  international Jews.  
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
Using Acts 2:42-47, describe this new 
community of  Christ-followers: _______ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

It seems to me that they became like 

FAMILY.   

When you become a Christian you 
are adopted into God’s family. Look up 
these verses and see what I mean: 

Galatians 4:6 

1 John 4:13 

Romans 8:14 

Romans 8:16 

1 Peter 3:18 

We also know that the Holy Spirit 
gives LIFE. Write out these verses: 

John 6:63 

Romans 8:11 

2 Corinthians 3:6 

We know He empowered Jesus for 
His earthly mission. 

Isaiah 61:1 

Isaiah 11:2 

Isaiah 42:1 

Matthew 3:16 

Acts 10:38 

We know the Holy Spirit is a HE, 
not an IT (that’s a Suz pet peeve!), 
although often He is referred to using 
feminine nouns. That makes me reflect 
on gender: male and female reflect the 
image of  God (see Genesis 2 and our 
SOS page for more about EZER, the 
word God used when He created a 
woman). 

We have several commands about 
the Holy Spirit. Match these verses with 
their reference: 

Do not grieve the Spirit. 

Be filled with the Spirit. 

Do not put out the Spirit’s fire. 

Walk in the Spirit 

Pray in the Spirit. 

Take up the sword of  the Spirit. 

!

Reference List: 

!
!
!
So just Who is He? And what does 

He do? Let’s have some fun and see. Put 
on your spirit of  discovery, and ask for the 
enthusiasm of  a child who is going some-
place new. 

Do you ever wonder about what is 
the truth, and what is not? My husband 
wants to know the truth about the NCAA  
investigation into the players of  the UNC 
football team. My child wants to know 
the truth about black holes. My neighbor 
wants to know the truth about where  her 
black and white silver-laced wyandotte 
chicken named Georgie is.  

On a deeper level, they all want to 
know spiritual truth as well as truth for 
the moment. Is Jesus the only way to get 
to heaven? Is it best for me to go about 
my day in a certain manner? Should I 
pay attention to this intuition about 
calling my friend? Should I read my Bible 
or play with my child? Sometimes we 
really need wise counsel, and we need 
truth for eternity and truth for right 
now.  

He is the Spirit of  ______________ 
W h o w i l l g u i d e y o u i n t o 
_________________,  John 16:13. 

He is the _______________________, 
the Spirit of  _______________ who 
goes out from the Father, John 15:26. 

Have you ever been in a situation like my 
friend Nikki, and as she needs Scripture it 
floods into her brain, even if  she can’t 
remember a reference for it? She was 
recently in that situation, praying for her 
soon-to-be-ex-husband, and God kept 
bringing Scripture into her mind to pray 
over him. With that in mind, look up 
John 14:26 and write it here: 

!
The Holy Spirit bears fruit (singular) 
in our lives as He grows stronger and 
stronger within us. List the fruit here from 
Galatians 5:22,23:

Ephesians 4:30 
Ephesians 6:17 
Galatians 5:25 

Ephesians 6:18 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 
Ephesians 5:18



The images of  water in the Bible are 
very powerful; water is sometimes a symbol 
of  the Holy Spirit.  

A woman, water, and Jesus In Luke 7 a 
woman wiped His feet with her own hair, 
graciously extending the cleansing His host 
should have given Him. Hear in verse 44 the 
kindness and acceptance in Jesus’ voice: 
Then he turned toward the woman and 
said to Simon, "Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You 
did not give me any water for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair.” Then of  
course you have the woman at the well in 
John 4:11, 14: "Sir," the woman said, 
"you have nothing to draw with and the 
well is deep. Where can you get this 
living water?” “Whoever drinks the 
water I give him will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life."~Jesus 

Go ahead, control it! In Luke 8, 
Jesus is awakened by the pleas of  His fearful 
disciples, and this happens: “He got up and 
rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the 
storm subsided, and all was calm. "Where is 
your faith?" he asked his disciples. In fear 
and amazement they asked one another, 
"Who is this? He commands even the winds 
and the water, and they obey him." Jesus 
shows even more mastery over water when 
He invites Peter out of  the boat in Matthew 
14:25-42: 25 During the fourth watch of the 
night Jesus went out to them, walking on 
the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's 
a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 27 
But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take 
courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 28 "Lord, if 
it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to 
you on the water." 29 "Come," he said. Then 
Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 
the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, 
beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand 
and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, 
"why did you doubt?"  32And when they 
climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are 
the Son of God.”

Water Studies

WATER VERSE

13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to 
shame. Those who turn away from you will be written in the dust  
because they have forsaken the LORD,  the spring of living water.

Jer 17:13

13 "My people have committed two sins:  
       They have forsaken me,  
       the spring of living water,  
       and have dug their own cisterns,  
       broken cisterns that cannot hold water.

Jer 2:13

1 Blessed is the man 	

       who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 	

       or stand in the way of sinners 	

       or sit in the seat of mockers.	

 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  
       and on his law he meditates day and night.	

 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water,  
       which yields its fruit in season  
       and whose leaf does not wither.  
       Whatever he does prospers.

Psalm 1:1-3

37On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said 
in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
38Whoever believes in me, as
living water will flow from within him." 39By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up 
to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet 
been glorified.

John 
7:37-39

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the 
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.

Genesis 1:2

Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she 
went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.

Genesis 
21:19

The purposes of a man's heart are deep waters, but a man of 
understanding draws them out.

Proverbs 
20:5

2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The 
LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my 
salvation." 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 4 In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the LORD, call 
on his name; make known among the nations what he has done,  
and proclaim that his name is exalted.

Isaiah 12:2-4

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 2 He makes 
me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 
he restores my soul.

Psalm 
23:1-3

16Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The 
sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. 17For the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will 
lead them to springs of living water.  And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes."

Rev 7:16,17

6He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who 
overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be 
my son.

Rev 21:6

A Symbol

**What significance does water hold for YOU, now that you’ve read this page?**



Week Five Lecture: the Power for 
the Plan & Purpose: The Holy Spirit

Symbols of the 
Holy Spirit!
Dove~ !!!
Oil~anointing !!!
Water~ !!!
Wind or Breath~ !!!
Fire~

You’ve probably heard it all, 
from “slain in the Spirit” to 

“Spirit laughter” to a 
“second baptism.”  

What’s the Truth?  
As you have seen in your homework, 

one of  the main jobs of  the Holy Spirit is to 
guide us into all truth (John 16:13). It’s 
important that we ask Him to authenticate 
what is real. 

Guest “speaker” Anne Graham 
Lotz on the Holy Spirit and Truth 
___________________________________
___________________________________
2 Peter 1:20-21______________________  
___________________________________
2 Timothy  3:16______________________ 
___________________________________ 

Do we get the Holy Spirit in pieces 
and parts? __________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________  

1 John 3:24 _________________________ 
___________________________________  

It is the indwelling powerful 
Person of the Holy Spirit Who sets me 
free from the habits of sin. But the 
power I possess to live a life pleasing 
to God is directly related to how much 
control of my life I give to the Holy 
Spirit. –AGL 

What do you need to surrender to the 
Holy Spirit tonight? __________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

The Pillars In your notes you began 
a study on the “Pillars of  the Holy Spirit.” 
We will do more detailed work on those 
pillars through the end of  the study. 

!
Gifts from the Spirit When we 

become Christians and the Holy Spirit 
comes in at our invitation, He gives us gifts 
to benefit the _______________________. 

Examples of  these gifts are found in 
Romans _____ and 1 Corinthians ______. 
Notes:   

About that battle in Galatians 5 …
The power I 

possess to live a 
life pleasing to 
God is directly 
related to how 
much control of 
my life I give to 
the Holy Spirit. –

Anne Graham Lotz

We all have places where the Spirit is moving us to surrender. What is 
yours?  Go through this checklist:  

emotionally	 	 intellectually	 	 financially 

 physically	 	 recreationally	 	 vocationally 

relationally	 	 spiritually 

Ultimate Good No discipline, at the time, seems pleasant, but _________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ Hebrews 12:10,11 

“Until Christ is formed in you,” Galatians 4:19 That’s what the purpose is … 
Christ in us! A life fully surrendered to the Trinity, available and fully engaged. Worship, 
service, wisdom, and love will flow out of  “Christ in us,” Colossians 1:27. 



Speaking in tongues, 
fire and the sound of  

wind … what?!? 
What has your experience been with 

the Holy Spirit? Journal this below. 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Author The author, Luke the 
doctor, wrote this gospel of  and was also 
Paul’s traveling companion for years.  

The Setting/Context of  Acts 2 
Reading Acts 1:1-9, summarize what you 
would be thinking if  you had just seen 
that! _____________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
Focus on 1:8, a very famous verse. Draw 
and label the concentric circles in which 
Jesus says the disciples would be His 
witnesses: 

!
!
!
!
Pentecost Pentecost was/is a 

celebration that occurred 50 days after  
the resurrection of  Jesus. What was the 
expectation of  the disciples, according to 
Acts 1:5? _________________________ 
What did that look like, according to Acts 

2:1-5? List several things which happened 
or were perceived:  

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________ 

4. _______________________ 

5. _______________________ 

6. _______________________ 

Who was present at the time (2:5)? 
_________________________________  

People today are still (v12) “amazed 
and perplexed” and asking each other, 
“What does this mean?” What do you 
think? ___________________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 
Pray now that the Holy Spirit would 
reveal more of  Himself  to you during this 
study.

Day One with The Holy Spirit: Acts 2

Welcome to Study
TEACHING LEADER: SUZANNE STELLING	 	 WEEK FIVE HW                                                                                                                                                           

Left: Bernini, 
Alabaster window 
from Cathedra Petri 
(1647-53), St. 
Peter's Basilica, 
Vatican !!!!
Right: Peter Paul 
Reubens, Descent of 
the Holy Sprit (1619), 
Neuburg Palace, 
Neuburg State Gallery, 
Germany

http://www.schloesser.bayern.de/bilder/schloss/neuburg_flaem2.jpg
http://www.schloesser.bayern.de/bilder/schloss/neuburg_flaem2.jpg


The example of  the adulterous woman 

The Woman Taken in Adultery is a painting of 1644 by Rembrandt, bought by 
the National Gallery, London in 1824, as one of their foundation batch of paintings.

The Holy 
Spirit’s Job, 

Day 2 
Conviction, revelation, & more  

The Holy Spirit also plays a role in the 
conviction of  sin. “Conviction” can be a 
Christianese word--by that I mean it has 
taken on a whole new dimension when it is 
used by the Christian culture. According to 
John 16:8-11, what does the Holy Spirit have 
to do with the word? What do you think that 
means? !
!

Do you find it interesting that the Holy Spirit 
convicts the world of  “guilt in regard to sin, 
because men do not believe” in Jesus? Is 
unbelief  the most weighty sin, thus very 
important to the Holy Spirit?  

A man wanted to be healed by Jesus, 
and fell on his knees before Him, and cried 
out, “I believe! Help my unbelief !” (Mk 9:24) 
I pray this for us as we continue with our 
study: Lord, help us, expand our belief  in 
You! 

Righteousness 

The Holy Spirit convicts the world about 
righteousness, too. Jesus is THE standard of  
righteousness, THE example of  what it looks 
like to live a righteous life. Let’s spend some 
time in the Gospels looking for this. How did 
He portray righteousness in these passages? 

Matthew 23:27,28 

!
Matthew 21:12, 13 

!
Luke 23:34 

!
Luke 7:36-50 

!
Judgment  

Who is the prince of  this world?

Your prime enemy, Satan. Write down what 
you know about him.  

!
!
Jesus condemns him, v11! He is judged.  He 
fights against the people of  God, for he 
wants to steal, kill, and destroy (John10:10) 
what/whom God treasures. Separate 
yourself  from him in every way, because he 
will end up in the lake of  fire (Rev 20:10). 
Those who follow him will be judged as 
well. With this in mind, paraphrase John 
3:17, 18: 

!
!

Woman, where are they? 

A woman was caught in the act of  adultery 
and brought to Jesus by a crowd of  
religious, self-righteous men. (Where was 
the man involved in the adultery?) Rough 
stones in their hands, they were ready to kill 
this woman in accordance with the law of  
Moses.  

Ugly motives  

Jesus knew they cared nothing about the 
woman, but were only trying to trap Him in 
His response. If  He agreed to her stoning, 
He was heartless, legalistic, and in conflict 
with Roman law. But if  Jesus contradicted 
the Mosaic law, the men would have 
arrested Him. They thought they had Jesus 
cornered, but actually, Jesus was caring for 
their cold souls. 

Jesus’ Judgment  

Read John 8:2-11. How did Jesus decide to 
handle this situation? Let’s examine His 
judgment. 

What do you think He wrote in the 
dirt? _____________________________ 
__________________________________
Why do you think the older men left first? 
_________________________________ 
Jesus asks 2 questions, trying to find out if  
anyone is still there to condemn her. He is 
the only man left, and He has a right to 
condemn her; He was without sin. But what 
does He say instead? Verse 11, in your own 
words: _____________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________  

The Spirit convicts us of  sin, 
helps us gets free from it, 

and then we move on.  
Conviction is of  God; 

twisted, nagging guilt & 
shame is not. It’s like the 
clean, surgical slice of  a 

sword vs. a kitchen spatula. 
Go, move on. The past has been 

acknowledged; we’ve looked sin straight in 
the eye and seen it’s horrible shame and 
ugliness; now move on. You are forgiven. 
Leave your life of  sin. Change, because 
you have encountered Jesus! Walk out to a 
new life as Jesus (true righteousness) shows 
you how. Be free ... free to really live.  

This is for YOU! Today. Now. YES.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery,_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery,_London


The fruit of  the Spirit (pass the love, please!)

http://www.bible-stories-library.com/gideon-
bible-story.shtml

Judges 6 is an amazing story of  the  
difference the Holy Spirit makes. 

“Go in this strength of  yours” The 
pre-incarnate Jesus appeared in the OT as 
the angel of  the Lord. Read Judges 6:11-16. 
Just to check me, compare verse 11 with 
verses 14  & 16.  The Lord rather enjoyed 
seeing Gideon get fired up about the 
Midianites and Israel’s misery. What does the 
Lord tell him to do, v14? ________________ 
_______________________________What 
are Gideon’s protests? __________________ 
____________________________________ 
What does the Lord say in response? ___ 
____________________________________   

Gideon offers meat and bread to Him, 
and God lights up the offering with fire. 
Gideon is terrified, but God speaks to Him, 
and Gideon concludes “The Lord is 
_______” (verse ______). 

God gives Gideon a job (verses 25-32) 
and Gideon is so nervous and scared that he 
does it at night. How did Gideon get the 
nickname Jerub-Baal? __________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Everything changes with verse 34. 

Who doesn’t want this? Using 
Galatians 5:22, 23 write out the fruit of  
the Spirit below, with a brief  thought 
about each: for example, “love: selfless, 
serving, big, self-sacrificing, greatest 
commandment.” 

!
!
!
!
!
!

As a Christian you have this 
fruit--now. Every part of  it. Yes, you. 
So when you are tempted to be impatient, 
you can die to that, claim the patience 
that the Spirit has put in you, and live in 
that reality, rather than your selfish 
fleshly reality of  impatience. 

Praying through this When you 
are battling sin, use the fruit of  the Spirit 
to challenge and replace the sin you are 
fighting. For example, if  you are battling a 
lack of  self-control, talk to God about it. 
Ask the Spirit to remove the lack and fill 
you with self-control on the authority that 
He lives in you!

The power of  the Holy Spirit  

makes all the difference

Gideon, powerLESS to 
pow-WOW-erFULL! 

Day 3

A small shofar, traditionally    
a ram’s horn!

Write out verse 34a here:  

!
!
Gideon took up a warrior’s weapon,  

his community, a trumpet, and began a 
revolution, all because the Spirit came 
upon him. He was now empowered! 

!
!
!
!
!
Gideon gathered an army, vv. 

______ 

Gideon resolved his doubts, vv. 
_____ 

Gideon listened to God‘s direction, 
7:2-8. Before the Holy Spirit came upon 
him, Gideon would have been one of  the 
22,000 who ___________ the camp! 
Instead, he obeyed God and got the 
number down to _____ soldiers (verse 7).  

God still understood the make-up of  
this man, so He gave him an assurance: 
read verses 9-15. How encouraging! Read 
the rest of  this story, noting how masterful 
and commanding Gideon became with the  
help of  the Holy Spirit. Make brief  notes: 

• v16 

• v17!!! 

• v18 

• v19 

• v21 

• v24 

“This s trength o f  your s” 
Compare the source of  Gideon’s strength 
in 6:14 vs. 6:34. 

!
!
!
Apply this to your own life! Journal 

about it below.

http://www.bible-stories-library.com/gideon-bible-story.shtml
http://www.bible-stories-library.com/gideon-bible-story.shtml


A Verse Page as we 
explore more about the 
Spirit. **Artists, use the 
back of  this page to 
draw some of  these 
images. Days 4, 5,& 6! 

As you look at this picture of  the 
Parthenon in Centennial Park, Nashville, 
TN, what is one of  the most outstanding 
features you notice immediately? ______ 
_________________________________ 

I notice the pillars--specifically how 
they surround the structure so beautifully 
while providing strength, stability, and 
support. 

In the same way, we have verses that  
I call the pillars of  the Holy Spirit: verses 
that help us understand the Holy Spirit 
and keep us intellectually strong, 
spiritually stable, and scripturally 
supported as we grow in Him. 

The first pillar verse is Galatians 
5:16, Live by the Spirit (not by the flesh). 
What does it look like to “live by the 
Spirit”? To live an empowered life means 
to be more and more filled with the Spirit, 
less and less filled with our flesh (our sinful 
nature). He calls to us and we listen; He 
whispers love and we believe Him; He 
speaks and we obey; He directs and we 
move; He encourages and we take a step 
in faith; He sings over us and we delight in 
Him. If  you and I lived by the Spirit, how 
would our mornings change? Our jobs 
change? Our marriages change? Our 
friendships change? Our bank accounts 
change? Our tone of  voice change? Our 
clothing? Our motivations? Journal below: 

!
!
!
!
Ephesians 4:30 Do not grieve the 

Spirit of  God, with Whom you were 
sealed. Oh, we can grieve Him! Can you 
think of  a time when people have grieved 
God in the OT? Under what circum-
stances do you think a Christian can 
grieve the Holy Spirit? 

!

Next is Galatians 5:25, Keep in step 
with the Spirit. It’s a walk (maybe not in 
the park ...). Every day we put one step in 
front of  the other. Mentally go through 
your morning routine. Walk through your 
day. Find certain triggers that will help you 
to remember to be mindful of  the Holy 
Spirit. An example: getting a drink of  
water can remind you that the Spirit is the 
living water inside you, overflowing and 
helping you live in the abundance of  
being in Christ. Every step of  the way, we 
want to be in step with the Holy Spirit.  
That means we walk where He leads us; 
we we stay close enough to Him and 
aware enough of  Him that we perceive 
how He wants us to proceed. Think of  a 
few triggers to help you be mindful of  
staying in step with the Spirit: 

!
!
Be filled with the Spirit, (not wine), 

Ephesians 5:18. In your experience, what 
does a glass of  wine typically do for/to a 
person? __________________________ 
_________________________________ 
How does this compare to being filled 
with the Holy Spirit?  

Picture yourself  as a wine glass, filled 
with wine. What is the essence of  your 
fulness? Now imagine yourself  as a 
person, clear in form. Imagine yourself  
being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
remembering He is a Person who does not 
come in parts, but rather as a whole. What 
is your essence now? _________________ 
_________________________________ 
If  you are filled with the Spirit, what 
pours out of  your life? ____________ 
__________________________________ 
Take an honest assessment of  your life. 
What is pouring out of  you now? How 
will you allow God to move in you, to 
change you? 

Do not put our the Spirit’s fire (do 
not quench the Spirit), 1 Thessalonians 
5:19. Again, picture yourself  as a clear 
person but this time, you are filled with the 
burning, blazing fire of  the Holy Spirit. 
This is a GOOD picture! Plant this 
picture in your head. Now … without 
overly condemning yourself, picture water 
being poured onto the fire and that fire 
going out. Or picture the coals being so 
spread asunder that they become dull and 
lose their color and warmth. What makes 
your fire go out? What quenches that 
burning in your life?  Where are you 
compromising or sliding away from God 
slowly? Consider drawing this on the back 
of  this page for a powerful image! 

!
!
Ephesians 6:18 Pray in the Spirit 

with all kinds of  prayers & requests 
(context of  putting on the armor of  God) 
Prayer is an offensive weapon! We are to 
bring our requests to God, seeking God’s 
face & will on behalf  of  others. What are 
your prayer requests today? What does the 
Holy Spirit want to pray through you? 

  

Ephesians 6:17 Take up the sword of  
the Spirit, which is the Word of  God The 
Word of  God is food for the soul (Dt 8:3), 
God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16), helpful 
for keeping us from sin (Psalm 119:9,11), 
able to give joy & light (Ps 19:8), loved by 
His people (Ps 119:97), and very powerful 
(Jeremiah 23:29)! Will you commit to 
learning the Word of  God and using it to 
protect, defend, and fight evil as Jesus did?
See Matthew 4:1-11 

Hebrews 4:12  

Revelation 1:16  

Revelation 2:12, 16 

!
!
Gifts from the Spirit Using the lists in 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11,28-31 and Romans 
12:4-8, consider what your gifts are, and 
write them below. Pray about how will you 
use them for the Kingdom. How can you 
use them in your local church? 



The most excellent way: love!

What is we were all “eyes”? What if we 
were all “ears”? What if we were jealous of 
the gifts or ministries of others?

You are gifted I’m not talking about 
your beautiful smile or your winsome 
attitude. Jesus remarks on the highest, best, 
most caring gift from the Father in Luke 
11:13: ______________________________ 

1 Peter 4:10 __________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Charismaton: The transliteration = 
charisma. __________________________ 
Varieties: ____________________________ 
Always back to one Spirit, or pneuma. 

What has God breathed into you? 

What is the purpose of  these gifts? 1 
Corinthians 12:7 sumpheron: _______ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
Ephesians 4:12-15 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________ 

Some gifts enable us to assume certain roles: 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________ 

• ___________________________

Paul goes back to the same 
theme in the midst of  these 
discussions about gifts: It’s all about 
love! 

1 Corinthians 13______________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

About the word LOVE ________ 
_________________________________ 

Agape:_______________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________  

Stories about what love looks like 
within your church: 

Gifts of  the Spirit
GIFT NAME, NOTES VERSE(S)

Wisdom from the Spirit 1 C 12:8

Word of GNOSEOS

__________________, pistis

Healing

Miraculous ____________, energemata dunameon

Prophecy

Ability to _____________________ b/tw spirits

Tongues, glosson

Interpretation of tongues, ______________________

Helps others, antilempseis

Administration, kubernesis

Serving, diakonian

Teaching, didaskon

Encouraging

Contributing/Giving

Leadership,

Showing mercy

Lecture Notes  
Holy Spirit Part 2

The Body Analogy
Paul selects the physical body as a word 
picture for the Body of  Christ.



Last week we learned 
He’s the Spirit of  Truth 

come to live in us,         
to bring life to our 

spirits and              
power to our service 

He’s not spooky or silly; He’s the Spirit 
of  Truth! He’s not random; He glorifies 
Jesus! He’s not available in pieces; He’s a 
Person! 

This week Let’s learn more about 
how and why He gifts believers, and  about 
freedom. 

First, review the chart from the 
lecture. Do you see yourself  fitting simply 
and easily into one or two of  those gifts? 
Write them here: ______________ 
_________________________________ 

The power and Person of  the 
Holy Spirit can equip you for every 
day. Are you listening for His whisper, His 
unction, His motivation?  

Ask Him today to help you hear Him 
better. We can ALL grow in listening to 
Him constantly.  

Ask Him to give you a sense of  His 
Presence. He is invisible, for He is spirit in 
essence, but He is substantial! Ask Him to 
help you be aware of  His Presence as you 
go through the routines and sequence of  
your day.  One suggestion is to picture Him 
with you in that empty chair in your room 
or by your desk at work or at the dinner 
table. This may help you practice His 
Presence: picture Jesus sitting there, 
listening to you as you talk through the day 
(this is prayer). Pause, listen, and give Him 
space to respond to you. The most vibrant 
Christians I know will tell you they converse 
with the Spirit constantly throughout the 
day.  

Then you will know when and how to 
use your gifts. He will lead you into 
opportunities and empower you as you are 
filled with Him and you will be aware so 
you will not put out His fire within you (last 
week’s notes & lesson). You will be praying 

in the Spirit as you walk with Him daily, 
moment-by-moment. 

Walking in the Spirit can become the 
most adventurous part of  your life! 
Consider what happened to Phillip in Acts 
8:26-40: He was instructed to go to a desert 
road; he met an Ethiopian eunuch by 
running up to his chariot; he needed help 
understanding the Bible, and Philip “just 
happened to be there”; Philip climbed in, 
explained the passage, and BOOM, the 
official asked to be baptized. “When they 
came up out of  the water, the Spirit of  the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away … Philip 
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, 
preaching the gospel in all the towns 
…” (verses 39,40). THAT’s adventure!

Holy Spirit, Part Two, Day One

Welcome to Study
 TEACHING LEADER: SUZANNE STELLING	 	 WEEK SIX HW                                                                                                                                                             

There are many gifts, such as faith 
(represented here by the woman praying), 
administration (represented here by the 
clipboard), and service & mercy,(represented 
here by the photo of a man giving another 
man a drink; image found on Google images.

Resting in the Spirit, listening to 
Him, being available to Him, and 

being close to Him is more 
important than whether or not you 

speak in tongues or prophecy.  
Know Him.

To Do !!!!
*remember the 
LOVE of  CHRIST*



Days 2 & 3, two inventories

Above, church member Susan 
Messer teaching children in 
Mozambique with interpreter 
Sybil.  !
Journal below about how you 
can envision God using your gift 
to build up His Body.

Day 2  
Get online and go to this website to 

explore your spiritual gifts: 

http://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-
test.htm 

Write what you learned here: 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Surprises? ___________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Affirmations? ________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Your thoughts: 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Day 3 
Now try another site:  

http://www.churchgrowth.org/
cgi-cg/gifts.cgi?intro=1 

Write what you learned here: 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Surprises? ___________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Affirmations? ________________ 
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Your thoughts: 

Employing your gift in the local churchServing Ideas in local churches: 

!
Ministry to the Poor or Homeless 

Hospitality Ministries 

Prayer Meetings 

Mercy ministries for those in need 

Encouragement! This is needed 
everywhere and all the time! 

Teaching/Leading/Facilitating Bible 
studies and small groups 

Missions, both local and foreign 

Building projects such as Habitat! 

Pastoring or shepherding a church

Getting involved It’s up to you to find your place of  service. Don’t wait on someone 
else to call or identify you. Take the initiative. Do this as an act of  worship and obedience. 
God has something for you to do! The Body of  Christ needs you to act! 

Contacts Check with your church. Check your city’s information pages. Tell 
someone, and then follow up again in two weeks.  

But I don’t want to... Why not?  

This is a very simple, striking question. Take a minute if  you feel this way. Explore. 
Then remember Jesus’ words: “to whom much has been given, much will be 
required” (Luke 12:48). Humble yourself, be obedient, and risk using His gifts to you. I 
bet you’ll find JOY. And a few friends who really understand you! 

Simplify your life. This could possibly help you simplify your life. Now that you 
have a better feel for what your gift is, you can say YES to a few opportunities and NO to 
those that are outside your gifting.   

http://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-test.htm
http://www.churchgrowth.org/cgi-cg/gifts.cgi?intro=1
http://mintools.com/spiritual-gifts-test.htm
http://www.churchgrowth.org/cgi-cg/gifts.cgi?intro=1


Days 4 & 5: Here is a 
verse page, your final 

verse page of  this 
study! Go for it! 

Open with your studying friends to 
Galatians 5:13.  Let’s explore the concept 
of  freedom as it relates to the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s link a few Scriptures together 
to see the genius of  God! Let’s begin with 
Isaiah 61:1, Jesus’ mission statement:  

“The Spirit of  the Sovereign Lord is 
on me, because the LORD has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent Me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release for the prisoners.” 

So if  Jesus’ mission as explained by 
Isaiah hundreds of  years before Jesus was 
born was to proclaim freedom to captives, 
we must ask the questions, Who are the 
captives, and to what were they captive? 
If  we look at Jesus’ life for the answers, 
we see that Jesus spoke freedom from sin, 
disability, lies, lack, worry, and spiritual 
evil. To whom? Everyone who would 
listen. Apply this good news to yourself: 
from what do you need freedom? 

!
!
You, my [friends], were called to be 

what? ______________! Galatians 5:13 

Romans 8:2 “...through Christ Jesus 
the law of  the Spirit of  life set me free 
from the law of  sin and death.” 

The law of  sin and death has held 
you down in the same way a bully pins a 
scrawny kid against a locker. What other 
word pictures or drawings can you come 
up with to explain or illustrate this 
relationship between us and the law? 

!
!
!
What are we free from? According 

to the New Testament Scriptures, we are 
free from 

• the law of  sin & death 

• the domination of  sin 

• the domination of  Satan 

2 Peter 2:19 says, “They promise 
them freedom, while they themselves are 
slaves of  depravity--for a man is a slave to 
whatever has mastered him.” Key word: 
mastered. Review Genesis 4:7: “If  you do 
what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if  you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have 
you, but you must master it!” 

The first commandment says what, 
according to Exodus 20:3? ___________ 
_________________________________ 
Your God is your Master. But what is 
REALLY your master? Your appetite? 
Your mouth? A person? A job? A 
compulsion? A relationship? Your past? 
Your fear? Jealousy? Sex? A secret? Your 
pride? Your selfish ambition? Think 
about this, pray about this, and journal 
here: 

!
!
!
!
2 Corinthians 3:17 says, “Now the 

Lord is Spirit, and where the Spirit of  the 
Lord is, there is freedom.” Galatians 5:1 
says “It is for freedom that Christ has set 
us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke 
of  slavery.” 

So let’s get free in the Spirit of  God 
right now, shall we? Let’s read through 
Galatians 5 to do it.  

If  you need freedom from legalism 
and law, read Galatians 5:1-12. Paul’s 
point is 5:4 and 6. I like the way The 
Message translates these verse: “When 
you attempt to live by your own religious 
plans and projects, you are cut off  from 
Christ, you fall out of  grace. For in Christ 
neither our most conscientious religion 
nor disregard of  religion amounts to 
anything. What matters is something far 
more interior: faith expressed in love.” 

So how can you summarize this 
passage in a quip? Create something  that 
is easily memorable like, “Not law; love!” 

“Grace and love trump performance and 
religion.” Come up with your own: 

!
!
Now on to freedom from the 

domination of  sin! Since we are human, 
this will be a struggle, but if  we let the 
“truth set us free, we will be free indeed!” 
We are warned that we are not to use our 
freedom in Christ indulgently, using it as 
an excuse to do whatever we want, thus 
actual ly destroying our freedom, 
Galatians 5:13. Instead we are to be free 
to love and serve, Galatians 5: 13,14.  

Also remember who you are. You 
are Christ’s, and as we read in Romans 6, 
Galatians 2:20, and Galatians 5:24, we 
have been crucified with Christ. He now 
lives in us. Our sinful nature was crucified 
with Him. So that nature, although a part 
of  us till death, is dead as we walk in the 
power of  the Spirit. If  we remember that 
when we are tempted to sin, we are free 
from that sin! Free! 

So if  I am tempted to lie and I 
remember that my fleshly sinful nature 
that wants me to lie is actually on the 
cross, I can remember I am Christ’s, and 
look at that lie and say, “I’m dead to 
that,” and look away from it toward 
telling the truth, which is of  the Spirit. 
Then I’m free--not trapped by a lie, not 
living in deceit, not allowing the father of  
lies, Satan, to dominate or master me. 

From what do you need to be free 
today, right now? Do you have any other 
master than God Himself ? Get free, 
friend! Name the problem. Trace it 
to the root. Not just “I don’t write 
enough thank you notes” or “I get so 
moody.” Get deeper. Why do you chose 
to _____? If  we are all honest, it goes 
back to our placing ourselves higher than 
God: we want to be our master. But 
when we do that, we become a slave to 
ourselves, and that is a disaster.  

So submit to God today, and go 
through that last paragraph with 
whatever sin God has given you to work 
on. Don’t obey the sin; you are dead to it, 
new in Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:17. Live in 
love to be free. Be free. Be free in 
Christ!



Day 6: Pulling this study all together 
!

“We give Him our Sundays but not our Mondays.  
We give Him our actions but not our attitudes. 

We give Him our relationships but not our reputations.  
We give Him our time but not our thoughts.  

We give Him our burdens but not our bodies.  
We give Him our prayers but not our pleasures. 

We give Him our crises but not our children. 
We give Him our health but not our hearts.  

Would you drop the conditions and give Him all of  yourself ?” 
~Anne Graham Lotz 

Lecture on the Holy Spirit !
Still yourself  and allow the Holy Spirit time and space to search your heart and mind. Pay attention to 
Him. What does He have to say to you?  !!
Below, write a few things down: 
1. Do you think you have a better grasp on the overview and themes of  the Bible? Do you have more 

confidence in it as the reliable word of  God? 
2. Do you understand the flow of  the Old Testament better now? 
3. Which book of  the New Testament would you like to explore? 
4. Will you commit to listening to God for His purpose for your life?  
5. Will you choose to encourage yourself  through reading the Bible daily, listening for the voice and 

care of  God? He loves you so …  
6. Will you choose to live in awareness of  the Pillars of  the Holy Spirit? 
7. Which of  those pillars spoke most to you? How is God moving in you about that verse? 
8. From what sin do you need to be free? Do you understand the process? Identify it, name it; stop 

wrestling with it and obsessing over it and crucify it; put on Christ, put on the fruit of  the Spirit that 
corresponds to that sin (ie, patience corresponds to the sin of  impatience; self-control and kindness to 
the sin of  gossip; love to the sin of  racism; etc). Walk in obedience and be filled with the Spirit, 
confessing your sins (1 John 1:9) and renewing your mind (Romans 12:2) along the way. 

9. What lesson was the most important to you? !
May God richly bless you as you pursue His great heart! 

For more studies or information: 
www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos (or just go to the Women’s Ministries tab, then to SOS) 
Facebook: search for CSPCWM (Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church Women’s Ministries) 
Twitter: @suzannestelling 
Our office: 865-291-5214 

http://www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos
http://www.cspc.net/ministries/womens/sos


Verses for Lecture, Week 5 
2 Peter 1:16-21 (great context)	


 16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased."[a] 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain. 

 19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to 
it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own 
interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. The main thing to keep in mind here is that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of private opinion. And why? Because it's not something concocted in the 
human heart. Prophecy resulted when the Holy Spirit prompted men and women to speak 

God's Word.The MSG:  

2 Timothy 3:15, 16 

...from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of  God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. !
1 John 3:24 
Those who obey His commands live in Him, and He in them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: we know it by the Spirit He gave us.  
--> FAMILY! The Holy Spirit is now in us helping us to call out to God, crying “ABBA, Father!” Romans 8:15 and Gal 4:6 !
Galatians 4:4-7 4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, 
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba,[a] Father." 7So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heirs. 

The Pillars: see the homework !
Hebrews 12:10,1110Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, that we may share in his holiness.11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. !!
SYMBOL ASPECTS OF HOLY SPIRIT REPRESENTED

Dove Compassion, Sympathy

Oil Authorization, Healing Power, Cleansing and Refreshment

Light Enlightenment

Wind Life-Giving, Creative Functions

Tongues of Fire Empowerment to Witness, Enlightened Truth FIRE TRANSFORMS WHAT IT TOUCHES



The conclusion of the message centered on the words of Jesus to Peter describing the kind of death he would die, which was by 

crucifixion.  Jesus was telling Peter that there would be a cross in his life.  Anne shared the hard teaching that if we want to be 

disciples, we must deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus.  She then described the “nails” God had used in her own life 

to pin her to the cross of God’s will, enabling her to progressively die to her self.  She used strong words of encouragement to 

explain that life’s pain offers more than heartache, it offers an opportunity to experience a truly crucified life so that Jesus could 

live powerfully in and through the believer.  The result is a purpose-filled life that is fully submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

-report on AGL’s teaching  

It is the indwelling powerful Person of the Holy Spirit Who sets me free from the habits of sin. But the power I possess to live a life 

pleasing to God is directly related to how much control of my life I give to the Holy Spirit. –AGL 

When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. John 16;13, NIV 

The Holy Spirit is so identified with the Bible, one of His names is Truth! In fact, Peter reveals that the Holy Spirit is the inspirational 

Author of the Old Testament Scriptures. (2 Pet. 1:20-21) And Paul wrote to Timothy, encouraging him to stay in the Scriptures 

because, "all Scripture is God-breathed," referring once again to the Spirit-inspired Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16, NIV). 

Have you been trying to work up some kind of emotional feeling? If you lack "it," have you felt you didn't have the Holy Spirit? The 

Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, which means He always works according to and through the Word of God whether you feel Him or 

not. Have you been seeking some ecstatic experience, thinking that would be the Holy Spirit? Remember that He never acts 

independently; He always works through the Truth - the living Word of God, Who is Jesus, and the written Word of God, which is 

your Bible. He is never spooky or silly or superficial or self-promoting. He is the Spirit of Truth. 

By this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.1 John 3:24, NKJV 

When the Holy Spirit comes into you at your invitation, you receive as much of Him as you will ever have. You do not 

get a little bit of Him then and a little bit more at later experiences. Since He is a Person, you cannot get Him in pieces. You 

either have all of the Holy Spirit or you have none of the Holy Spirit. Why is it, then, that He seems to get us in pieces? He comes to 

us unconditionally, while we surrender to Him conditionally. 

We give Him our Sundays but not our Mondays. We give Him our actions but not our attitudes.We give Him our relationships but not 

our reputations. We give Him our time but not our thoughts. We give Him our burdens but not our bodies. We give Him our prayers 

but not our pleasures.We give Him our crises but not our children.We give Him our health but not our hearts. Would you drop the 

conditions and give Him all of yourself? 

AGL on the Holy Spirit



We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God. 1 Corinthians 2:12, NKJV 

The Holy Spirit Who now lives in you is the same Holy Spirit in Genesis 1 Who hovered over the formless, 

empty, dark blob of earth that dangled in space. As He powerfully energized and pulsated the atmosphere, 

He prepared the planet to receive God's Word and be transformed into a place of purpose and beauty that 

ultimately, in the end, reflected the image of God. 

That same Holy Spirit is now powerfully at work in your life, hovering over your heart, preparing you to love 

God and be fully aware of His love for you. He hovers over your mind, preparing you to understand spiritual 

things and the truth of His Word. He hovers over your will, preparing you to make decisions that are pleasing 

to Him. All the power of God-the same power that hung the stars in place and put the planets in their 

courses and transformed Earth-now resides in you to energize and strengthen you to become the person God 

created you to be. 

Dr. Rose then pointed out something I would never have seen without his highly trained eye to guide mine.  

Danny had three blockages, two on major arteries, the other on one of the "country roads."  The main frontal 

artery had been almost totally clogged by a blockage nicknamed "the widow-maker."  A stent had been 

inserted to improve the blood flow.  To lessen the adverse effects of the "dye" necessary to do the 

catheterization, Danny is having another procedure today.  But during the past week, just having the one 

stent in place made a dramatic difference in how he felt.  He felt great!  And he then realized, even though 

he hadn't known of the blockage, it had not only been a potential silent killer, it has sapped him of his 

strength and energy. 

I think that the Body of Christ...which certainly includes me...needs a heart catheterization.  I believe we 

may have more than one artery clogged by sin...pride, selfishness, jealousy, unforgiveness, bitterness, doubt, 

lying, as well as many others...acting like spiritual cholesterol.  The blockage is a silent killer, threatening to 

extinguish our joy, love, peace, and the fullness of God's blessing and power in our lives.  Without realizing 

it, the sin has sapped us of vitality in our relationship with God, energy in our service to others, and vibrancy 

in our faith.  Only the Holy Spirit, using the instrument of God's Word, is highly trained enough to pinpoint 

the sin in our hearts.  Once He does, then we must confess it and ask for cleansing so that once again the 

Life can flow freely.

SYMBOL ASPECTS OF HOLY SPIRIT REPRESENTED

Dove Compassion, Sympathy

Oil Authorization, Healing Power, Cleansing and Refreshment

Light Enlightenment

Wind Life-Giving, Creative Functions

Tongues of Fire Empowerment to Witness, Enlightened Truth FIRE TRANSFORMS WHAT IT TOUCHES



http://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm#top 
Click on the name of a gift for its definition. 

The gifts in italics are repeated in one of the other passages. 

!
Verses for Lesson Time 

1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms. 

1 Corinthians 12--> stay open to that passage 

Ephesians 4:11-15: 

11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 
be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 
Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

And in The Message: He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train 
Christ's followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ's body, the church, until we're all 
moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God's Son, fully 
mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ. 

Romans 12 

exhortation 
giving 
leadership 
mercy 
prophecy 
service 
teaching

1 Corinthians 12 

administration 
apostle 
discernment 
faith 
healing 
helps 
knowledge 
miracles 
prophecy 
teaching 
tongues 
tongues 
interpretation 
wisdom

Ephesians 4 

apostle 
evangelism 
pastor 
prophecy 
teaching

Misc. Passages 

celibacy 
hospitality 
martyrdom 
missionary 
voluntary poverty



Lesson Verses!
Chart!!
Miraculous powers = energemata dunameon = a effect of power, might, strength! The 
effecting of miracles. Mostly translated “power.” !!
Dunamai= force, miraculous power which is in itself a miracle; ability, abundance, might.!!
1 C 4:20 for the Kingdom of God is not in word, but in POWER!!!
Ephesians 3:16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, that you may 
be strengthened with POWER through His Spirit in the inner man.!!
Colossians 1:11 strengthened with all power...for all endurance and perseverance with joy....!!
Also used to reference when Jesus delivered people and cast out demons, AND when He 
rose from the dead! Luke 4:36, Acts 3:12!!
Gift Inventory results for me: Your dominant gifts are Exhortation, Pastor/Shepherd!
The results of your Spiritual Gifts Inventory indicate that your number one dominant gift is EXHORTATION! The Greek word 
"parakaleo" means to admonish, to encourage, to beseech. You are a "how to" person. You have the Spirit-given capacity 
and desire to serve God by motivating others to action by urging them to pursue a course of conduct. In a teaching position, 
you are able to explain how to apply God's Word. Your goal is to present material that enables the Holy Spirit to promote 
change in the student's life. You reach out and help Christians become more mature. !
As an exhorter you are a very practical person, a good counselor, tolerant of others, serious-minded, orderly, and usually 
impulsive. You are expressive in a group setting; the group listens when you speak. You are comfortable working one-on-
one or in groups. You are enthusiastic and talkative and enjoy encouraging others. 

You are burdened to show how Scripture relates to conduct and have a desire to unify people by using practical rather than 
doctrinal issues. You likely place great importance on God's will and believe that His Word has the answer for every 
problem. You tend to make decisions logically rather than on feelings and are very orderly. 

Be careful not to interrupt other people; your enthusiasm sometimes makes you guilty of this. Others may think you don't 
use enough Scripture in teaching because you tend to use Scripture to support what you are teaching rather than starting 
with Scripture. 

Unlike teachers, you have the willingness to teach the same material again and again, updating and perfecting it as you do. 
As a counselor you usually have the ability to leave other people's problems "in the office" rather than letting them drag you 
down. 

Beware of Satan's attack on your gift. He may cause pride in your motivational abilities. He may influence you to lose sight 
of people because of program emphasis. Don't become discouraged when results are not evident. Be careful not to 
encourage others to do the wrong things through your persuasive abilities. 

HOW CAN YOU USE YOUR DOMINANT GIFT? You may use your special gift in many areas. You may want to be a 
leadership trainer. You could certainly serve as a counselor in church or in a counseling center. You could teach in church 
training or seminars or even small groups. You would make a good telephone ministry worker and would be a tremendous 
volunteer to follow up with new converts. You would work well as an encourager with those who are discouraged and as a 
counselor in a drug or alcohol program, rescue mission, poverty program, half-way house or runaway ministry or in a shelter 
for abused women and children. You could also use your gift in organizing or serving in a Men's or Women's Ministry.


