
Week 5: Center on God’s Ways
Focus Text: Joshua 5

Just as the people of Israel were poised to attack Jericho, God told Joshua that a pause was in order. Before going in, it was important 
to prepare the people by focusing on God’s principles. He called on the men to undergo circumcision since none of the men born in 
the last forty years of wandering had gone through the rite. He also called on them to celebrate the Passover as a reminder of God’s 
mighty hand leading the people out of Egypt.

Finally, God sent a messenger, the commander of the army of the Lord, to ensure that Joshua was in a posture of reverence and 
dependence before proceeding.

For some of us, our Jericho may be a recurring sin or a habit that needs to be conquered. For all of us, we need to deal with the effects 
of creeping sin on our lives as we set out to do what God has placed on our hearts. Let’s center on God’s ways as we prepare for 
dealing with the walls ahead of us.

NOW, READ ALL OF JOSHUA 5 BEFORE BEGINNING THE QUESTIONS.

Step 1: Repent of sin (Joshua 5:2-9)

Study questions:
How have you experienced the pain of circumcising your hearts? Can you remember a time where you have dealt with the deep, 
internal struggle of turning away from sin?

How have you experienced healing after going through the painful process of circumcising your hearts? Can you describe the feeling 
or sense of wholeness?

Why is it so important to pointedly “name the sin” and be specific about the things that you struggle with rather than asking for 
blanket forgiveness?



Can you describe why we need to cleanse our hearts perpetually? Even with the gift of grace and salvation through Christ’s sacrifice, 
why is it good to daily keep short accounts with God?

Step 2: Regard God’s commands (Joshua 5:10-12)
Why was God so precise about the rules of the Passover?

How have you found it helpful to have specific, unchanging principles in God’s word?

When have you experienced the reward of obedience? Can you describe a time when you’ve seen the fruit of following God’s 
standards?

Step 3: Revere God’s authority (Joshua 5:13-15)
How have you had to change your posture of living as a sign of revering God? Were there specific steps you had to take to change 
your perspective?

Can you describe a time where you feel that you have been so close to God that you’ve been “on holy ground?” What were the 
circumstances and how did your posture of reverence correspond to what you were experiencing?

Why is it so essential to reflect a posture of submission and reverence as we conquer our Jerichos?


