
 

Beloved Church, 

 

Many of you already know that San Diego County has entered into the more restrictive "purple 

tier" according to the metric put in place by our state government.  Under the purple tier 

guidelines, we are categorized alongside restaurants, movie theaters, and other "non-essential" 

businesses and so our activities are constrained to the outdoors.   

 

We, your pastors, have decided that we cannot in good conscience comply with this order. We 

will continue to worship together inside our auditorium this coming Sunday at 10:30am.   

 

We do believe that the COVID-19 virus is dangerous and that caution should be taken in the 

manner in which we gather. However, we believe that the state is outside of its God-given 

authority when it gives directives by fiat to churches on how to worship. That authority rests 

with the church and it is no longer wise for us to cede any of that authority to the state. The state 

has proven itself to be inconsistent and untrustworthy.   

 

We are not alone in this decision. More than a dozen churches in our area are continuing to 

gather indoors in the same manner they have for the past few months. You should know that 

there is a coalition forming of churches who believe the state is out-of-bounds in this order. 

Please pray for these churches in the same way you pray for our church.   

 

Additionally, we have observed a spirit of fearfulness that is closely associated with the news 

coverage of this virus. Friends, we must think critically and not allow fear to paralyze us. We can 

be both realistic about the dangers of the virus and hopefully optimistic as we continue to gather. 

As your shepherds, it is our responsibility to oppose a spirit of fearfulness and encourage this 

hopeful optimism that is intrinsic to what it means to be a Christian. We believe staying the 

course is the best way to fulfill this duty as pastors.   

 

We will continue to encourage frequent handwashing, mask wearing, and social distancing. As 

has been the case since March, if you are experiencing any symptoms of any unknown illness 

(even if you believe it to be minor) please stay home.   

 

We understand that this may be a controversial decision for some of you and it is not our 

intention to bind your conscience. We understand that as brothers and sisters we may disagree on 

this issue. If you believe that you are under scriptural obligation to comply with the state's orders 

then you should follow your conscience in this decision.   

 

We will continue to provide the highest quality streaming of our worship service possible and we 

will see you on the other side of this. We love you, we miss those of you whom we have not seen 

in a long time, and we long to be reunited as a church family again.   

 

May we all live now and forever for the glory of Christ. 

 

Dustin Rudolph, Dustin Saunders, Josh Jenkins 


