
COVID UPDATE FROM DRC ELDERS 
 
Greetings, beloved brothers and sisters of Del Rey Church! We—the elders of DRC—are writing this update to keep our 
family informed of our prayers and planning for the congregation. As well, we want to share our rationale and heart, as 
we seek to shepherd the flock in a way that honors our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
We are aware that earlier today President Trump issued a statement calling on states to permit places of worship to 
resume their gatherings. We are patiently and prayerfully monitoring the situation. For now, please read over this letter 
and take ten minutes to fill out a brief survey. The survey will help us in making decisions that are considerate of your 
opinions as we move towards gathering in person again.  
 
Context: 
As a nation, we entered 2020 with little cultural awareness of the COVID outbreak overseas that was headed our way. 
By February of this year, we had our first diagnosed death from COVID in Washington state. In March, our President 
called for there to be no groups of more than 10 to slow the speed of COVID’s spread. The same month, LA County had 
its first documented COVID death, and by the end of March there were 3,011 cases, 54 deaths identified, and growing 
numbers on the horizon. The governor of California ordered public gatherings to temporarily disband. We held our last 
corporate public gathering in March and humbly complied with government orders in the spirit of Romans 13. 
Subsequently, the elders of DRC enlisted a team of folks including an epidemiologist, denominational and business 
leaders, legal counsel, and pastors of other churches throughout our country and world to inform our efforts. We—the 
elders—have been prayerfully monitoring the situation (as of now approx. 39k cases and 2k deaths in CA) everyday with 
weekly meetings for shepherding our church through this season.  
 
Current:  
COVID has impacted people groups and the nation in different ways. State, county, and city governments are working on 
re-opening plans according to their local issues/needs. Obviously, reopening will look different depending on the 
particular kind of gathering or business, its area, respective government personalities, and effects of flattening the 
curve. Of course, LA was hit harder than other places and is much more densely populated, so re-opening is 
understandably going to be slower and more complex. Added to the complexity is the reality that COVID (like many 
things in our nation) has been politicized, so we have an increasingly polarized response that is unfortunately dividing 
people. The divide is widened even further by conspiracy theories (or perhaps ‘underground truths’ depending on your 
view), stoking eschatological fears of persecution and mutating diseases, along with a distrust of our governing 
authorities. All that said, it is an important hour for the church of Jesus Christ to display our ultimate trust in Him, 
modeling unity, love, truthfulness, and steadfastness in the gospel. Though we may have different beliefs about COVID, 
quarantine, politicians, and governmental decisions, may our shared belief in the risen Lord Jesus be our uniting passion.  
 
Speaking of churches, there are some around the country that are now exercising civil disobedience and meeting against 
governmental orders. As well, there are others using legal means to sue and pressure their governments to reopen right 
away. In fact, some in our church have expressed strong feelings for DRC to join in such efforts of disobedience and legal 
action. At the same time, others have expressed deep concerns about such actions and related apprehensions regarding 
the public health impacts of immediately regathering. Like our nation, we have folks on both sides of the COVID-political 
spectrum and, thankfully, many in the middle. In our virtual online lives, perhaps you have seen those who are pro-mask 
and some who are anti-mask. There are some who want to sue or fight our government and others who really trust 
them on the quarantine/reopening. We have folks who are eager for a COVID vaccine and others would never receive 
one (and meanwhile there are some believers in online blogs positing such a vaccine could be the mark of the beast 
from the book of Revelation). Suffice it to say, we want—as a church—to approach the topic of reopening with a 
commitment to oneness and doing what we can to make others feel safe and heard, regardless of where they are in the 
abovementioned divide. Above all, we want our church’s priority to be pouring our energies into sharing the good news 
of Jesus Christ with the lost. In addition to our gospel commitments, we as elders of DRC are deeply committed to our 
church’s oneness and prayerfully by His grace we may lead well in this regard as pastors.  
 
 
 

https://delreychurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/51/responses/new


Commitment and Considerations: 
In the spirit of hearing and in our pastoral commitment to labor for the oneness of the body, we are rolling out a survey 
for the regular attendees of our church, so we can receive feedback from everyone to help us plan for reopening in a 
way that considers the concerns and convictions of our body. If you do not receive this via email before this week ends, 
please let us know. In terms of when we will reopen, we do not know for sure at this moment, but we are dedicated to 
doing whatever we can to safely reopen as soon as it is reasonable. As you may know, California has a phased system for 
reopening and we are currently in phase two, with the next phase (three) being the one for churches to begin opening 
again. There is talk in California of relaxing some the original reopening criteria and recently our governor said churches 
are just a few weeks out from being phased in, so we could be meeting sooner than later, but most likely not this month. 
Ideally the more rural and non-impacted should be opening already, if not very soon. We support our fellow saints in 
such places as they protest what appears to be unwise decision making (at best) and perhaps a government over-reach 
of liberties with little to no hard data of a substantial public health danger (at worst).  As noted already, LA is a bit 
different than these rural and less populated places, so we remain patient and yet share in some frustration and 
skepticism. That said, we do acknowledge the appropriateness for rising feelings of protest in our body, and we are 
working on a phased effort of civil campaigning, in the event that we come to a place of civil disobedience or ‘lawyering-
up’ (as we say). Before it gets there, we want to be able to say we were prayerful as a corporate body, and also that we 
took measured steps of resistance, such as letter-writing, phone calls, etc. If the powers do not address our concerns in 
this civilized approach, we will consider and support humble civil disobedience.  
 
Calendar/Calculations:  
While the calendar is a bit out of our hands for the moment, we are still actively discussing what things will look like 
when we get the governmental green-light (or if we take a civil disobedience route). In terms of what reopening looks 
like, it will be shaped by the best available data and counsel we receive, as well, our prayers and seeking of the Lord. We 
tentatively think that we will start reopening (or perhaps pursuing civil disobedience) in a phased manner (Lord willing 
this summer). This may likely mean that we will encourage our community groups to begin meeting (assuming they are 
led and hosted by people who feel comfortable doing so) as a part of our phase 1, which hopefully begins in the 
summer. On this note, we want to labor in our calendar planning and calculating to not unnecessarily bind anyone’s 
conscience, so if someone is uncomfortable rejoining in physical attendance we want to respect that and not make it an 
issue of piety either way, let alone an issue for division. This would include matters of social distancing as well. So, for 
example, if someone in a group is really uncomfortable without folks wearing masks, we would encourage others to love 
that fellow believer by wearing a mask. While not identical, this is somewhat analogous to the principles in the New 
Testament speaking to navigating the divides of Jews and Gentiles, specifically how the Apostle Paul instructed the 
church to put others first. In the case of making others uncomfortable over the eating of meat (1 Cor. 8), Paul told the 
saints to refrain from doing so and serve the other. Likewise, we want to be a body that serves others and patiently 
works alongside the concerns of our family members (within biblical reason and principles) to display charity.  
 
With the above principles of Paul in mind as we approach our church calendar, we are mindful that our congregation 
was personally impacted by COVID. We had at least one case in the church that was very serious. As well, we had 
families in our church who had members infected, and one of these resulted in death. As a church, we mourn with those 
who are mourning, and we pray phase 1 of regathering will give us the opportunity to be a present comfort in this time 
of loss. Once phase 1 begins, we will monitor these smaller groups, and if there is no spread of illness and things are 
going well, we will then roll out to our larger corporate Sunday gathering as a phase 2. Sundays will likely begin in this 
phase 2 with self-quarantining measures of the vulnerable among us and common-sense social distancing, with added 
hand sanitizer and additional janitorial sanitizing of the building after use. As well, we may likely temporarily close Kids 
Church and use the sealed communion (as we did when this first began). Our phase 3 will likely be a lessening of these 
measures and a slow relaunch of children’s programs. Finally, phase 4 will be back to things as usual. Understand, the 
above is not an exhaustive list of our calculations; it is just a basic overview of how we think and pray things will roll out. 
And by the grace of God, we pray it all rolls out without an incident of severe illness. 
 
Conclusion:  
This letter is intended to let our congregation know about the planning and prayer of our pastors. We are eager to 
regather as a church again. As well, we are eager to do so in a way that maintains the oneness of the body of Christ and 
exercises good truthful measures of public health. We do have suspicions about some of the government’s decisions in 



this regard, but in the spirit of Romans 13 we have been patient and seeking to model a tangible trust in the sovereign 
hand of God. While COVID and the quarantine has impacted our lives in varying degrees (e.g. loved ones lost, worship 
closed, layoffs, businesses forfeited, opportunities gone, etc.), we remain convinced that God is over it all and using it for 
His good purposes in conforming us to the image of the eternal incarnate Son (Rom.8). As we remain resolved to trust 
God’s timeline and purposes, knowing we don’t understand it all, we give thanks that the gospel is not quarantined, and 
we pray the Spirit will guide us in sharing the good news as we await our regathering on Sundays.  
 
Prayerfully yours, DRC Elders  
(Adam, Dave, Bill, Tony, and Matt) 


