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PNEUMATOLOGY: Del Rey Bible Institute 
Lecturer: Dr. Rev. Matthew Jones 

 

LECTURES/TOPICS: 
 
1. CANON: The identity of the Divine Spirit in Scripture (Regula Fidei) 
 
2. CREED: The acknowledgment of the Spirit among God’s people (Credenda) 
 
3. CREATION: The work of the Spirit in creation (Creator Spiritus) 
 
4. CALLING: The work of the Spirit in salvation (Spiritus Redemptor) 
 
5. COVENANT: The work of the Spirit in Israel (Heilsgeschichte) 
 
6. CHRIST: The work of the Spirit in Israel’s Messiah (Munus Triplex) 
 
7. CHURCH: The work of the Spirit in the Messiah’s Disciples (Talmidim) 
 
8. COMMUNITY: The work of the Spirit in unifying the people (Adoptio) 
 
9. CHARIS: The work of the Spirit in empowering grace (Diakrisis Pneumatōn) 
 
10. CONFUSION: Polemics and cult apologetics (Praeparatio Evangelica) 
 
11. COMMISSION:  The work of the Spirit in global discipleship (Missio Dei) 
 
12. CONFLICT: The warfare of the Spirit against darkness (Hopla Hemon Tes Strateias) 

  
13. COMPASSION: The work of the Spirit in social justice (Koinonike Dikaiosune) 

 
14.  CONSUMMATION: The Spirit and the renewal of all things (Spiritus Recreator) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  



PNEUMATOLOGY 101 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 

PNEUMATOLOGY 101 is a systematic and biblical-theological introductory 
overview of the Christian doctrines related to the triune God, specifically the 
person of the Holy Spirit. In this class, we will examine—through class lectures, 
group discussion and reading assignments—key Trinitarian and pneumatological 
ideas, their scriptural warrant and meaning. As well, we will analyze the doctrinal 
reflections of the Spirit in church history, modern movements and also in the cults, 
exploring common misunderstandings of the Spirit requiring apologetic responses 
and in-house biblical polemics. Overall, this course aims to prepare students for 
the Missio Dei in the global world in and through Christ’s Church by better 
understanding and submitting to the Holy Spirit.  
 
COURSE AIMS  
 

1.  To equip students with a basic systematic pneumatology. 
2.  To expose students to key historic ideas concerning the Spirit. 
3.  To exegetically show what the Scripture reveals regarding the Spirit in such a 
way that students might grow in maturity and Christ-likeness by appropriating 
God’s truth in their lives. 
4.  To engage heretical and troublesome pneumatological concepts with 
thoughtfulness, scriptural integrity and humility.  
5.  To exalt God in His glory for our joy, as cheerful and obedient disciples of 
Jesus, serving His church in this age in deeper reliance upon the Spirit.  
 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS: 
 

God.  The Bible. * (NASB, NKJV, ESV) 

 
John F. Walvoord, The Holy Spirit (Zondervan, 1991). 
 
Trevor J. Burke and Keith Warrington, eds. A Biblical Theology of the Holy 

Spirit (Cascade Books, 2014). 
 

* Students are required to read the 

following sections of Scripture: 
Genesis 1-9; Psalm 51, 104, 106, 
139; Ezekiel 36-37; Joel 1-3; Acts 
1-28; Romans 1-8, 12; 1 Cor.1-14; 
Eph.1-4; 1 Pet.1-4. And 1Jn.4-5.   



PNEUMATOLOGY 101 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  
 

This course is designed to meet for 14 weeks and seeks to accomplish the 
above aims through the following means:   
 

1. Lectures: There are 14 lectures. Each is 1.5 hours. Attendance is critical.1 
2. Notes: Students are required to take notes during lectures and subsequently during 
personal study in the course notebook provided.  
3. Readings: The required readings for this course are vital to your learning and growth as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, especially the Bible reading assignments.   
4. Memorization: Each student is expected to memorize key pneumatological references as 
listed on the next page. (May modify with permission into native language translation) 
5. Exams:  Each student is required to pass a midterm and final exam. (These may be take-home)   
6. Papers:  Students are required to complete small writing assignments and turn them in on time. 

7. Spiritual growth: Each student will turn in a paper at the end of the class (2-5 pages) 
discussing their spiritual progress through the course material.   
8. Sacrifice: This class takes a serious sacrifice of time and a little money.  You will have to 
sacrifice time to attend and study.  There is no fee for the class: yet, the materials cost. 
Payment must be received for materials before a final grade will be given. (If you need help, do ask) 

 
GRADING SCALE 
 

Attendance: 15%2 
Spiritual Growth 
Paper: 5%3 

Exams: 35% 
Reading: 40%4 
Notes: 5%5  

A: 100-91%           B: 90-80% 
C: 79-70% 

Anything below a 70% will constitute a “no pass”.  We don’t give out D or F.  Both 
grades are non-passing, so there’s no value in documenting the severity of one’s 

failure.  Hence, we just use “no pass” for anything below average (i.e. 70%). The goal is 

for everyone to pass. A “no pass” will have a 2nd chance to take over for a grade. 

 
1 Policy on Attendance: The DRBI faculty understands that there may be legitimate needs to miss classes and allows 
personal absences to meet those needs (serious sickness or genuine unavoidable emergencies, etc.).  In such 
cases, it is the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor in advance or as soon as possible of the reason for 
the absence.  A student may miss 2 classes for such reasons.  On the 3rd absence, the student will receive a 
deduction of one grade (e.g. if you had an A and missed 3 classes you will receive a B).  On the 4th absence, the 
student will receive an automatic failure. In such an event, the student will be encouraged to continue in the class as 
much as possible (though they will receive no credit for doing so). Furthermore, such students are encouraged to 
take it in stride, press on, and retake the course for their benefit and God’s glory.   
2 See above footnote for details on expectations regarding attendance.  In addition to attendance, we must address 
tardiness.  Promptness is a virtue that many need to be reminded of, especially around church where people 
notoriously arrive late and think nothing of it (yet they would not dare to be late for work or for a movie, sporting 
event, etc.).  DRBI exists to train disciples and promptness in worship is a part of discipleship.  Hence, tardiness will 
not be tolerated for those desiring to pass courses in the program. Two late arrivals will constitute an absence, which 
means (per footnote 2) 4 tardies will constitute a deduction of one grade.  (A tardy is anything between 4-20 minutes 
late.  Anything beyond 20 minutes constitutes an absence).    
3 THIS PAPERS ARE DUE according to page six dates and any final papers within one week after the class ends (so 

if class ends Wednesday at 8:30PM, then the paper is due exactly one week from that time before 8:30PM the following Wednesday). 
4 On the final day of class you will be handed a very simple and short form to fill out and sign (on your honor), 
indicating what percentage of the assigned reading you completed. (Your midterm and final may include it as well).  
5 During the final exam or at some point in the class, workbooks will be handed in for grading or looked at for quality 
of note-taking.  As you take your exam, the instructor will briefly look at your notes and assign a percentage. 



PNEUMATOLOGY 101 
SCRIPTURE MEMORY:  

Dr. Chuck Swindoll 
“I know of no other single practice in the Christian life more rewarding, practically speaking, than 

memorizing Scripture...No other single exercise pays greater spiritual dividends! Your prayer life will be 
strengthened. Your witnessing will be sharper and much more effective. Your attitudes and outlook will 

begin to change. Your mind will become alert and observant. Your confidence and assurance will be 
enhanced. Your faith will be solidified.” 

 
Dr. Billy Graham 

“I am convinced that one of the greatest things we can do is to memorize Scripture.” 

 
 
2 Timothy 3:16–17  
16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  
 
2 Peter 1:20–21  
20But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21for 
no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:4–7  
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
 
Romans 8:26–27  
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.  
 
Ephesians 4:30   
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
 
Acts 5:3–4  
3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit… 4… You have not lied 
to man but to God.”  
 
Titus 3:5–7  
5 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.  

 
[STUDENTS MAY MODIFY THE ABOVE ENGLISH TRANSLATION INTO NATIVE LANGUAGE IF DESIRED. PLEASE ADVISE 

INSTRUCTED OF THIS INTENT BEFOREHAND] 



PNEUMATOLOGY 101 
TYPED PAPERS FOR THIS CLASS: 
 
This class has 5 short typed assignments (1-3 pages singe-spaced for 
each) and one final spiritual growth paper (1-5 pages single-spaced for it).   
 
SHORT PAPERS: 
 

Assignment #1 – DUE ON __________:  How does pneumatology relate 
to the doctrine of Scripture, specifically to the doctrines of verbal plenary 
inspiration and illumination?  
 

Assignment #2 – DUE ON __________:  What are the spiritual gifts? 
Where do we read about them in Scripture?  
 
Assignment #3 – DUE ON __________:  As a follow up to the last paper, 
what is the difference between cessationism, cautious-ism and 
continuationism?  
 
Assignment #4 – DUE ON __________: Why is it both biblical and 
practically important to stress that the baptism of the Spirit happens upon 
conversion and not subsequently as maintained by Pentecostalism? How 
do the apparent subsequent baptisms in Acts fail to support traditional 
Pentecostal subsequent baptism of the Holy Spirit?  
 
Assignment #5 – DUE ON __________: What is the doctrine of 
regeneration and how does the ministry of the Spirit relate to this important 
doctrine that undergirds the gospel of Jesus Christ?  

 
The above 5 papers MUST be original, that is, students must write their own answers in response to the 
questions.  Students may consult the textbooks and workbook (and of course the Bible!), but students 
must write in their own words.  Do not quote from any source besides the Bible. There is no need for 
footnotes or citations besides the Bible.  Plagiarism will result in an automatic fail.  

 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH PAPER: 
 
Each student will turn in a paper at the end of the class (1-5 pages) discussing 
their spiritual progress through the course material and/or their hope for future 
growth from the content learned.  It’s simple, write in your own words about how 
you have grown in Christ through this class.  Share how the class will help you 
serve the church better and minister to the lost.  Please interact with the two 
assigned textbooks and share ideas from the authors (or even class lectures) 
that were helpful, challenging, or comforting. 


