
Del Rey Church 

COVID Seating System 

THE GOAL The most number of people able to attend church in the fairest way possible.  

THE LIMITATIONS The current CDPH (California Department of Public Health) guidelines limit the 

attendance to 25% of room capacity or 100, whichever is less. Our Main Auditorium has an official 

capacity of 304, so 25% of that is 76. With preacher, music team, sound booth team, et al., we are aiming 

for 70 general congregants. Since our average Sunday attendance pre-COVID was 120 at 9AM and 100 

at 11AM, we need a method of choosing who can attend. 

THE PROCESS The process we have developed can best be described as a "possible lottery" system. We 

have considered a first-come, first-served, pick-your-seats system like a movie theater. But that 

disadvantages those who are not able to sign up right when seats become available.  A “possible lottery” 

is fair because everyone who signs up before the deadline has an equal chance of getting seated. It’s a 

“possible lottery” because if the number of people interested in attending church that week is less than 

the seats available, then everyone gets a seat. No lottery. On the other hand, if more people want to 

come than are seats available, then we will choose by random lottery.  

GUESTS AND VISITORS Please come to our church! We will give you seats in the Main Auditorium. You 

don’t need to “make a reservation.” We are endeavoring to prioritize seats for unannounced guests and 

visitors in the Main Auditorium. We assume that you won’t know anything about the reserved seating, 

and we want to be hospitable to you. We ask individuals, couples, or families who are regulars at church 

to volunteer beforehand to sit in overflow seating when a visitor shows up. 

HOW IT WILL WORK 

• Register to express interest in attending church using [CCB form].  

• Submit the form before Friday at 10AM. You will be notified by 9AM Saturday (either “you’ve 

been assigned seats for church on Sunday”; or “sorry, please watch the livestream from home on 

Sunday”). 

• Choose "enter me/us in the lottery every week," or submit a new application and re-enter week 

to week. Either choice will neither increase or decrease your chances. 

• Each individual, couple, or family gets one “entry” in the lottery. In other words, the lottery will 

not be weighted by number of family members. For example, a family of 5 gets one entry in the 

lottery, not 5 entries. (If you’re a set of roommates and you can sit together without 6 feet or 3 

seats separating you, you can let me know that.) 

• Anyone who didn't get chosen in this week's lottery is automatically assigned seats for next 

week’s Sunday service. In that sense, it’s like having “next game” in pickup basketball. The 

remaining seats will be assigned by lottery. 

• When you arrive at church, check the seating chart and take your seat(s). To give the church 

flexibility in planning and being hospitable to guests and visitors, we will inform you of your 

assigned seats on the seating chart, which you check when you arrive. 

 


