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Part 32 / Romans t4:L-12 / or. Matt Jones
I. Context and Culture (Romans
A.

Truth and Outsiders (12:1-21)

B. Tax and Ordinances

C.

t2-L3)

[13:1-10]

Time and Order (13:11'14)

II. Conflict and Conscience [Romans L4zt-12)
A. Foods and Fads [1a:1-4)

B. Feasts and Factions (14:5-6)

C.

Faith and Future (L427'f2)

III. Care and Conclusion fRomans 13:8-14:LZ)
A. Looking for Lies

B, Learning to Love

C.

Living for the Lord
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1. ln Romans 14 we studied what the Apostle Paul had to say about relating to
fellow believers who are "weak in faith" (v,1), Recall and discuss who the weaker
believer is in Paul's mind and context. Since our cultural setting and historical
moment is different from Paul, what do you see as a possible modern equivalent
"weaker brethren" in our evangelical community?
2. Building on the above question about'weaker believers,' let's get personal and
share about our own weaker tendencies and/or defaults. ln the sermon we
reflected on the ways in which believers can'major on the minors'or make
tefiary issues into primary ones. That said, what are your pet-peeves (things that
annoy you in fellow believers, but really shouldn't). Where/how do you need to
grow in grace and in mental prioritization of real primary theological convictions?
What makes it hard for you to "accept the one who is weak in faith" (v.1)?
3. When theological priorities are out of whack and petty judgmentalism infects
the hearts of people within a church, the devil can divide God's people and attack

the unity of believers in the Spirit (cf, Mt.12:2F-29, 1Pt,5:8, Ac.20:28-30), That said,
read Colossians 3:8-17 and discuss how Paul confronts the church and trains
his disciples to walk in unity, ln what ways can you grow as an agent for unity in
the church and active family member in the congregation who seeks to reconcile
fellow believers whose relationships are strained or whose behaviors regularly
hurt otherc? How can you grow to be more concerned for others and the church?
4, ln thinking about the unity of the church, discuss how the peaceful diversity of
God's people serves as a witness to those around us (John 13:35,17:19-23), ln our
divided world, seeing a church with people of different ethnic, political, philosophical,
and cultural backgrounds and yet all unified in core doctrines, love and the gospel
message is a really powerful thing to see. That said, unfortunately, in our evangelical
subculture, there exist many divides and personalities that perpetuate these divides.
What can we do about this? How can we improve our witness to the watching world?

5. For help with dealing with differences among God's people, Dr. John
MacArthur recommends the following (read this quote and discuss): "When
dealing with differences between people, four things are necessary: recognizing
the differences; working to understand the differences; learning fo appreciafe the
differences; and wisely utilizlng the differences, Which of these steps do you
have the most difficulty with and Wh!? (r,,racertur, Romans: Grace, Truth and Redemprton, fil).
6. Looking back at the course of your Christian life, how have you fallen into
spiritual fads or played a part in sowing division (e.9. gossip, holding grudges,
bitterness, quarrelsomeness, un-submissiveness, temper, having infatuations
with poor celebrity evangelical idols, etc) and what have you learned as you
matured through/repented of such things to embrace a spirit of unity and love?
7. Based on Romans 14:8-9, we reflected in the sermon on death and being
ready in this life to 'die in the Lord.' Discuss your readiness for death and how
the hope of the gospel of the risen Lord informs/empowers your daily life.

