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“The grace of God does not relieve me of my responsibility to be obedient; the grace 
of God makes possible my obedience.”  Alistair Begg 
 

“What God requires of us He Himself works in us, or it is not done.”  Matthew Henry 
 

“No one can attain any degree of holiness without God working in his life, but just as 
surely no one will attain it without effort on his own.”  Jerry Bridges 
 

“God works in us and with us, not against us or without us.”  John Owen 
 

“There is no holiness without warfare.”  J.C. Ryle 
 

“I often pray, ‘Lord make me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be.’”  Robert Murray 
McCheyne 
 

“Satan gives Adam an apple, and takes away Paradise.  Therefore in all temptations let 
us consider not what he offers, but what we shall lose.”  Richard Sibbes 
 
 
 

—————————-————- 
 
 
 

Let us pray: 
 

O God, You made us in Your own image and redeemed us through Jesus, Your Son.  
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish Your 
purposes here on earth; that, in Your good time, all nations and races may serve You 
in harmony around Your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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Words of Welcome 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome all our Clergy and Laity to this Seventh Synod of The 
Anglican Diocese of the West (CANA). 
 

On your behalf, I welcome our guests, especially our guest of honor, The Most Rev’d 
Dr.  Ephraim Adebola Olanrewaju Ademowo OON, FNAL, Ph.D., and his wife, 
Mama Oluronti Ademowo.  Until his retirement last year, Archbishop Ademowo was 
the Bishop of the Diocese of Lagos for 18 years, Archbishop of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Lagos for 10 years, for several years Dean of the Church of Nigeria, and 
he now bears the title of Dean Emeritus.  The Archbishop and his wife, Mrs. Oluranti 
Ademowo, have been married for about forty-three (43) years.  He is a man of 
integrity and wisdom, and has been blessed with a great intellect and pastoral love for 
the body of Christ.  I am greatly indebted to him for his love, his mentorship, and his 
support.  Last night we launched the Archbishop & Mrs. Ademowo Missions Fund 
(AAMF) in our Diocese.  Thank you, Your Grace, for joining us at this Synod. 
 

It is also my pleasure to welcome the current Dean of the Church of Nigeria, The 
Most Rev’d Dr. Ali Buba Lamido, Diocesan Bishop of Wusasa, who is fondly referred 
to as “the Archbishop of Constantinople.”  He is representing the Church of Nigeria 
and our Metropolitan and Primate, The Most Rev’d Dr. Nicholas D. Okoh, and will 
be preaching at our Festal Eucharist on Sunday.  Archbishop Lamido is a peacemaker, 
a man of wisdom and integrity, and a very good friend.  Welcome, Your Grace.  We 
are also pleased to welcome The Rt. Rev’d Amos Fagbamiye, the Diocesan Bishop of 
the Anglican Diocese of the Trinity, and The Rt. Rev’d Charles Masters, the Diocesan 
Bishop of the Anglican Network in Canada. 
 

Finally, I am pleased to welcome our Plenary speaker, The Rev’d John Stonestreet.  
John is an ordained Deacon in our Diocese.  He is also the President of the Colson 
Center for Christian Worldview, and the Host of BreakPoint, a nationally-syndicated 
commentary program founded by Charles Colson.  John is married to a lovely young 
woman, Sarah, and blessed with four wonderful children – three daughters (Abigail, 
Anna, and Alison) and one son (Hunter).  It is widely rumored that his success is 
attributable to having “married up,” but we can’t know for sure.  We do, however, 
look forward to hearing from him, and learning from his immense knowledge of 
Scripture and understanding of western culture.  
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A Word of Gratitude to You 
 

I commend the Regional Archdeacon of Canada, Venerable Dr. Barnabas Emenogu; 
his wife, Gloria Emenogu; the members of All Saints Anglican Church in Mississuaga, 
Ontario; our Clergy in Canada; and the Laity of this great Dominion for the hard 
work you have done to ensure the success of this Synod.  Thank you, Dr. Barnabas 
Emenogu, for your sound leadership in this joint endeavor.  May the Lord bless all of 
you, in Jesus Name! 
 

My sincere thanks go to the Primate of all Nigeria, The Most Rev’d Dr. Nicholas D. 
Okoh, for his support, prayers, and encouragement.  I am grateful to the Diocesan 
Board, our Clergy and Laity, my wife and children, and the friends who have worked 
hard this year, and in years past, to strengthen the Diocese through preaching the 
Gospel, teaching God’s Word, and giving faithfully to support our Diocesan ministry 
and mission.  Your sacrifice of time, money, energy, and commitment – a labor of 
love that enables this Diocese to do its ministry and mission is not, and will not, be in 
vain.  As Paul, the apostle, wrote: 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”    
1 Corinthians 15:58 

 
 

A Word of Gratitude to God 
 

The Bible teaches us to “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  My family and I are deeply grateful to 
God for his many mercies through my recent surgery and post-surgical treatment 
regimen.  God is faithful, and never fails us in our times of need.  The Diocese, 
despite several challenges, continues to grow from strength to strength.  Together, we 
must continually praise the Lord because everything we have – qualities, talents, skills, 
wealth, wisdom, intelligence, abilities, accomplishments, spiritual blessings (such as 
forgiveness ...), eternal life, virtues, etc. – is gifted to us by God.  The Bible says 
“Every good and perfect gift is ... from the Father” (James 1:17).  I love the way 
Bishop Francois de Fenelon stated this truth in the 16th century, 
 

“When I do good, it is You, Lord Jesus, who inspires me with the desire of it, 
and effects it in me; it is You that inclines my heart to love the good, and detest 
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the evil; it is You that suffers, that entreats, that edifies my neighbor, that gives 
alms.  I do all these things, but it is through You, who cause me to do them.” 

 

Everything we are, and everything we have, are gracious gifts of God for which we 
must be grateful to Him.  They are gracious gifts from God in the sense that we do 
not and will not ever deserve them, no matter how holy or obedient we think we are. 
 
 

New Clergy and Clergy News in the Diocese 
 

It is my pleasure to recognize the following Clergy ordained to the diaconate since our 
last Synod: 
 

Rev’d Sunday Ikeanador 
Rev’d Augustus Igbonagwam 
Rev’d Dr. Kelvin Felix Okwonna 
Rev’d John Stonestreet 
Rev’d Chuka Nwankwo 
Rev’d Robert Malloy. 

 

The following Clergy have been received into the Diocese since our last Synod: 
 

Rev. Canon Joe Nwachukwu 
Rev. Dr. Reginald Sey 
Rev. Isaac Ifedayo Olasehinde 
Rev Shola Festus Ogbedebi 
Rev. Augustine Okafor. 

 

And last, but not least, I thank God for the following Clergy who have retired or 
resigned since our last Synod:  
 

Rev’d Canon Godwin Uvuka, 
Rev’d Don McConnell 
Rev’d Canon Simon Omeke 
Rev’d Canon Steven Rindahl. 
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Diocesan Name Change: The Anglican Diocese of The West (CANA) 
 

In 2017, with the approval of our Diocesan Board and Synod (and consistent with our 
Diocesan Constitution and Canons), our Chancellor commenced the formal process 
to change our corporate Diocesan name from “The Missionary Diocese of CANA 
West” to “The Anglican Diocese of the West (CANA).”  We are no longer a 
missionary diocese only in the sense that we are now self-supporting.  We are still a 
missionary diocese in regard to mission and vision.  Our mission is to advance the 
kingdom of God, making disciples of Christ by preaching the Gospel and teaching the 
full counsel of God. 
 
 

Canonical Residence of 
The Anglican Diocese of the West (CANA), 
Its Bishop, Clergy, and Congregations 
 

The Anglican Diocese of the West (CANA) is canonically a diocese of the Church of 
Nigeria (Anglican Communion) (“Church of Nigeria”).  It was created by a resolution 
of the General Synod/House of Bishops of the Church of Nigeria in September 2011 
that permitted CANA to form dioceses, and was fully-realized (in our case) in August 
2013 with the formation of the Diocese at our Inaugural Synod in San Antonio, 
Texas.  The Church of Nigeria subsequently encouraged all CANA Dioceses to seek 
recognition from, and to enjoy ministry relationships with, the Anglican Church in 
North America (“ACNA”).  The ACNA both recognized and received us as a diocese 
in June 2015 at its Provincial Council at Nashota House.  But entering this 
relationship was never intended to constitute a transfer of the CANA Dioceses from 
the Church of Nigeria to the ACNA in the Anglican sense – neither I nor our Diocese 
has ever been issued Letters Dimissory canonically transferring us from the Church of 
Nigeria to the ACNA, as would be required by our respective Provincial Canons. 
 

In March 2019, the Primate of All Nigeria, The Most Rev’d Dr. Nicholas D. Okoh, 
wrote me as follows: “The Church of Nigeria has never, either by document or 
pronouncements, handed over CANA to ACNA.”  This statement is also correct in 
the context of the recent history of such transfers, because the Primate of All Nigeria 
never relinquished CANA to the ACNA as did the Primates of Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, and Southern Cone.  To the extent the ACNA believes that Archbishop 
Okoh released CANA, it is mistaken.  Ever since I joined CANA and was consecrated 
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a Bishop, the Church of Nigeria has related to The Anglican Diocese of the West 
(CANA) as a Diocese of the Church of Nigeria, and to me as a Diocesan Bishop in 
the Church of Nigeria.  Additionally: 
 

• Our Diocese is listed as a diocese in the official documents and records 
of the Church of Nigeria; 
 

• The most-recently amended version of CANA’s Bylaws (dated June 28, 
2014) clearly demonstrates the fundamental character of all CANA 
Dioceses as creations (and dioceses) of the Church of Nigeria, 
established in a manner consistent with the Constitution and Canons of 
the Church of Nigeria and led by Bishops selected in accordance with 
the Constitution and Canons of the Church of Nigeria; 

 

• We and our Diocesan delegates are invited twice every year to attend 
Standing Committee meetings of the Church of Nigeria; 

 

• Our Diocesan Clergy have been given clergy registration numbers by the 
Church of Nigeria; 

 

• The Protocol between the Church of Nigeria and the ACNA specifically 
acknowledges that the Church of Nigeria has the primary say with 
respect to the election of Bishops in and for CANA and the CANA 
Dioceses; and 

 

• The Primate of All Nigeria, as well as his Legal Officer (the Registrar) 
and several Archbishops and Bishops (including the Dean of the Church 
of Nigeria), have made annual supervisory visits to CANA Dioceses, 
including ours. 

 

Despite this clear evidence to the contrary, the ACNA mistakenly asserted that 
CANA Dioceses were solely dioceses of the ACNA rather than Dioceses of the 
Church of Nigeria.  The reverse is actually the case – CANA Dioceses are solely 
Dioceses of the Church of Nigeria that were encouraged to be in ministry relationship 
and partnership with the ACNA.  The admittance of CANA Dioceses as dioceses of 
the ACNA did not, and does not, change the point of view of the Church of 
Nigeria.  As a matter of fact, the Church of Nigeria and the ACNA have agreed that a 
diocese cannot simultaneously belong to two separate Anglican Provinces.  
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The Church of Nigeria is not responsible for ACNA’s flawed view of reality.  The 
Church of Nigeria has been consistent in its treatment of CANA Dioceses as 
Dioceses of the Church of Nigeria, as noted above.  The good news is that the 
misunderstanding has now been resolved by mutual agreement between the Primates 
of the Church of Nigeria and the ACNA.  CANA and its Dioceses, Clergy, and 
congregations have now been affirmed always to have constituted a mission of the 
Church of Nigeria working in partnership with the ACNA. 
 

Since 2013 the Diocese of the West has endeavored to have a good working 
relationship with the ACNA and, for the sake of the Gospel, I intend to continue that 
relationship.  We have asked the ACNA, as agreed by both the Church of Nigeria and 
the ACNA, to affirm the correct understanding of our relationship with them to be 
that of a Ministry Partner.  
 

The Church of Nigeria has also directed us to make it clear in our Diocesan 
Constitution and Canons that our Diocese IS SOLELY A MISSION OF THE 
CHURCH OF NIGERIA!  And we have!  I also want to emphasize that even though 
CANA itself has always belonged to the Church of Nigeria, its mission has always 
been to reach everyone in North America wishing to belong to a strongly-orthodox 
Anglican Province.  This is why the Church of Nigeria consecrated both Nigerian and 
Anglo clergy as Bishops in the first place (such as Bishop Martyn Minns, Bishop 
David Anderson, Bishop Roger Ames, Bishop Julian Dobbs, Bishop Felix Orji, 
Bishop Amos Fagbamiye, and Bishop Nathan Kanu), and received Bishops Derek 
Jones and David Bena.  Once again, the aim of CANA has always been to reach all 
Anglicans in North America who desire to remain faithful and true. 
 

Importantly, through the Church of Nigeria we are constituent members of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion.  Our relationship with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury defines, from a constitutional standpoint, what it means to be Anglican. 
  

More importantly, the Church of Nigeria has always been committed to Biblical 
orthodoxy and the historic classical tradition of the Anglican Church.  Because 
Anglicanism is a global communion, it is part of our historic, Provincial, and Diocesan 
identity to be gracious and respectful of other races in our churches, guided by patient 
love and commitment to the Gospel in a way that both adheres to our Anglican 
tradition and recognizes our common status as children of God.  The Church of 
Nigeria is not amenable to the shifting sands of modern Anglicanism with its 
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continuing misdirected innovations that chip away at the foundations of our faith and 
tradition.  It is a Church that is committed to Scripture, evangelization, global mission, 
the Anglican Communion, and faithfulness to Anglican tradition. 
 

The Anglican Diocese of the West will remain faithfully committed and connected to 
the Church of Nigeria because it is a Province founded on: 
 

• Solid commitment to Biblical orthodoxy, evangelism, and mission; 
 

• The patristic and reformed Anglican tradition; 
 

• A global view of today’s world with its growing racial diversity; and 
 

• The Church’s connection to the historic Anglican Communion.  
 

In summary, The Anglican Diocese of the West (CANA) is a Diocese of the Church 
of Nigeria.  Through the Church of Nigeria, we are full members of the historic (and 
worldwide) Anglican Communion.  Our Diocese is a Christ-centered, Biblically-
driven, multicultural Diocese that proclaims Christ to all people, cultures, and nations.  
We are committed to the rich classic, historic, and genuine Anglican tradition 
envisioned by the Reformers.  We are also committed to the primacy of Holy 
Scripture in matters of faith and practice, especially regarding the truth of Jesus Christ 
as the only way to salvation, and also with regard to human sexuality, marriage, and 
Holy Orders.  
 

As a Diocese of the Church of Nigeria, we will remain in ministry and mission 
partnership with the ACNA through our continuing relationship as members of 
GAFCON.  
 

Let me conclude with an important reminder, especially in these turbulent times: 
 

Faithfulness, loyalty, respect, love, integrity, and truthfulness are critical in our 
relationships with the Lord and with one another as we let the Word of God rule our 
hearts and actions.  
 

May the Lord grant us the grace of holy lives filled with these fruits of the Spirit for 
His glory, and for our blessing! 
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The Bishop’s Relocation to the Greater Houston Area in 2019 
 

On January 3, 2019, I informed the Diocese of an upcoming, important transition in 
my life and that of the Diocese.  My wife, Lilian, and I made the decision to relocate 
to the greater Houston area in the fall of 2019.  This decision followed a season of 
prayer, reflection, and discussion with many of you.  Most of you already know the 
reasons for our move and its purpose.  For those who don’t, permit me to outline the 
key reasons: 
 

• The Diocese has grown significantly over the past several years, 
requiring increasing levels of leadership ministry, personal involvement, 
and episcopal travel from me as Diocesan Bishop; 
 

• This relocation will enhance the level of mission and ministry of the 
Diocese, making it easier for me to visit almost every Diocesan parish 
once per year.  It will also give you easier access to your Bishop; and 
 

• The move to a centrally-located travel hub such as Houston will enable 
me to be a better steward of my health, my family, and our Diocesan 
financial resources. 

 

It is not an easy thing for my family to uproot itself and move at this stage in our 
lives.  Many of you in our Diocese know that Lilian and I have been part of the El 
Paso, Texas, community for many years, and that we have numerous strong, personal 
ties and friendships in El Paso.  Those things will not change.  However, the reality of 
the growth and geographic breadth of our Diocese demands that this sacrifice be 
made – for the sake of the Gospel and for the good of the Diocese.  Thank all of you 
for your understanding, prayers, and support during my family’s time of transition. 
 
 

Diocesan Cathedrals 
 

I am pleased to announce that after consultation with the Chancellor and the 
Diocesan Board, I will keep St. Francis Cathedral as one of the principal Cathedrals of 
the Diocese.  There is historical precedent for this in several dioceses in Canada, the 
USA, and Europe. The main Cathedral, of necessity, will be located where the 
Bishop lives, but our Cathedral at St. Francis in El Paso, for historic reasons, will 
remain a bona fide principal Cathedral of the Diocese because of the important role it 
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has played during the formation and growth of The Anglican Diocese of the West 
(CANA).  It occurred to me recently that my former diocese in Canada, the Diocese 
of New Westminster, has two cathedrals for the very same reason – the first cathedral 
located where that diocese was born, and the second (and current) principal cathedral 
in downtown Vancouver, where the bishop subsequently moved.  The announcement 
that St. Francis will remain a principal Cathedral of our Diocese is one way to 
recognize and honor the St. Francis congregation that supported me and the Diocese 
in every imaginable way, with everything they had.  Thank you, St. Francis Cathedral! 
 

Since my family and I have now relocated to Houston, Texas (our new episcopal 
domicile), it is my pleasure to announce that Holy Trinity ProCathedral in Houston, 
Texas, will now serve as the main Cathedral of the Diocese.  It shall henceforth be 
named Holy Trinity Cathedral Church, Houston, Texas.  We commend Holy Trinity 
church family for taking on this important role with all of its privileges, risks, and 
responsibilities.  
 

I look forward to working with the Archdeacons of the two Cathedrals – Venerable 
Chukwuma Ubadinobi and Venerable Layne Hansen – as they serve the Diocese for 
the glory of God alone. 
 

May the Lord bless our Diocesan parishes and Cathedrals! 
 
 

Diocesan Customary 
 

By the grace of God, I have updated our Diocesan Customary.  In February 2019 the 
Diocesan Board approved it for Diocesan use.  This Customary is binding on all 
Clergy and congregations of the Diocese, with the exception of a few provisions 
which apply to Nigerian parishes that engage in Churching of Women, Thanksgiving 
gifts, Women’s Guild, and Mother’s Union.  Even though these ministries are not 
required for non-Nigerian parishes, all parishes are free to practice them.  The rest of 
the Customary’s provisions apply to all Diocesan parishes, so I ask that you read them 
carefully, and that you ask for guidance in any area you do not understand.  As stated 
in the Customary’s introductory letter, the Customary is subject to future revision, and 
if and when it is revised, you will be notified of that fact promptly, via e-mail.  It is 
your responsibility as Clergy to read and share all Diocesan communications with your 
congregations, whether e-mailed to you or posted on the Diocesan website, including, 
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but not limited to, all Diocesan Policies, Procedures, Protocols, Constitution and 
Canons, and the Diocesan Customary. 
 
 

Archbishop & Mrs. Ademowo Missions Fund (AAMF) 
 

At this 2019 Synod we are officially launching the Archbishop & Mrs. Ademowo 
Missions Fund (AAMF).  The purpose of this Fund is to support our mission  to 
assist church planters, plant new churches, and reach out to people in need in the 
United States, in Canada, and abroad.  As the Bible says, 
 

“On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to 
the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the 
circumcised (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the 
circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when 
James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that 
was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, 
that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked 
us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.”  Galatians 2:7-10 

 

Paul the Apostle preached the Gospel and was always eager to help the poor in 
accordance with apostolic practice.  He had no problems doing both, and neither 
should we. 
 

Here are a few other Scripture passages calling us to care for the needy in addition to 
preaching the Gospel: 
 

“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers.  But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”  
1 John 3:16-18 
 

 “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his heart, this person’s religion is worthless.  Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep oneself unstained from the world.”  James 1:26-27 
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“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats.  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left.  Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, 
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
 

Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not minister to you?’  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Believing the Gospel, preaching the Gospel, and caring for people are Gospel 
imperatives for the Church.  We ask you to contribute generously to this designated 
fund and thereby enable our Diocese to preach, disciple, and reach those in desperate 
need of both the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the temporary comforts of this life. 
 
 

Annual Diocesan Youth Essay Competition 
 

We are grateful to God that our Diocese is blessed with so many intelligent youths.  
Henceforth, we will sponsor a Diocese-wide essay competition on an annual basis. 
This competition will be open to all Diocesan Youth between fifteen (15) and twenty-
five (25) years of age.  A committee constituted under the office of the Wife of the 
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Bishop and chaired by our Diocesan Director of Youth Ministry will organize the 
competition.  This committee will be responsible for selecting topics for the essay 
competition, collating and scoring the written entries, and presenting the winning 
authors and their essays.  Participants will be allowed four (4) weeks to prepare and 
submit their entries.  The participants will sign a declaration that the essays they 
submit are original works completed by them.  References to academic literature and 
Bible verses will be essential.  Three different assessors will score all the entries, with 
the average of the best two scores for each essay taken as the final score for that 
essay.  The winning author and the first two runner-up’s will be invited to the next-
following Annual Diocesan Synod for recognition and award of prizes.  The winning 
author will be permitted fifteen (15) minutes to address the Synod concerning his or 
her essay topic. 
 

Aims & Objectives of the Competition 
 

• To foster critical reflection on topical issues that impact the lives of 
Christian youth; 
 

• To promote a deeper understanding of the Bible, especially as it bears on 
contemporary issues; 
 

• To facilitate development of academic writing and public speaking skills; 
and 
 

• To facilitate the integration of Diocesan Youth into the life and work of 
the Diocese. 

 

The essay topic for our inaugural competition is “The Christian Youth in the Era of 
Social Media.” 
 

The formal recognition of the winning authors and their essays, and presentation of 
prizes, will take place at our 2020 Annual Diocesan Synod to be held in Houston, 
Texas. 
 
 

Develop a Habit and Culture of Self-discipline, Civility, and Humility 
 

My Ethics professor in Seminary repeatedly enjoined us to be vigilant because of the 
persistence of sin even in the lives of the beloved.  It appears, from the way many 
believers are living their lives today, that things are getting out of hand.  Our ungodly 
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behaviors can hinder our ministry, destroy our reputation, and dishonor Christ and 
His Gospel.  And so again I remind you that Biblical orthodoxy (right beliefs) without 
godly behavior, self-discipline, concern for the well-being of others, principled living, 
civility, genuine love, mutual honor, and respect for one another – irrespective of race, 
tribe, and/or nationality – poses a tremendous danger to the well-being, unity, 
holiness, and mission of the Church.  As the Apostle Peter admonished, 
 

“… make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love.  For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For whoever lacks these qualities is so 
nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins.  Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your 
calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.”  2 
Peter 1:5-10 

 

I expect our Diocesan Laity to be humble, godly, and civil.  And I don’t think it’s such 
a bad idea for Christian leaders – especially Clergy – to be humble and respectful as 
well!  We must be humble enough to obey God’s word, and to repent when we have 
acted wrongly.  We must be humble enough to follow godly leadership – and 
especially the leadership of our Clergy and Diocesan Bishop – in all things lawful and 
honest.  Scripture enjoins us to … 
 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your 
souls, as those who will have to give an account.  Let them do this with joy and 
not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  Hebrews 13:17 
 

Lack of humility – for whatever reason – is sinful and should not be manifest in the 
lives of believers, and especially in the lives of Christian leaders.  Our Canon 
Theologian, Venerable Don Armstrong, writing recently concerning service in Holy 
Orders, noted that: 
 

“It has to do with humbling ourselves as our Lord humbled himself to the will 
of the Father … coming under orders is about that, being obedient in small 
things needs to be a prime requirement for ordination. The people in my 
seminary class who showed no signs of humility have all left the ministry.” 
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Sin is sin!  If we condemn same-sex sexual activity because it is sinful, then we must 
also condemn pride and arrogance because they, too, are sinful behaviors.  We cannot 
condemn one but allow the other for the sake of convenience.  That is called 
hypocrisy and conceit, and we can do much better than that by the grace given us in 
Christ. 
 
 

A Word of Encouragement 
 

Evelyn Underhill once wrote, “God comes to the soul in His working clothes and 
brings His tools with Him.”  Even though I don’t know what most of you are facing 
in your personal lives, I want to assure you that God has not forgotten you.  
Sometimes His ways, and His work in and for us, can make our lives confusing, 
messy, and seemingly out of control.  But we must remember the glorious truth that 
He remains sovereign over all things and inexorably continues to work out His 
purposes in and through us despite Satan’s wiles, the up’s and down’s of life, and the 
conceit of people around us (and against us!).  The Lord overrules, guides and 
controls all things and all people as He pleases, for the good of those who love Him 
and are called according to His purposes (Romans 8:28).  As the Bible says, Jesus 
came to destroy all the works of the devil in the world and in the lives of His children 
(1 John 3:8).  The Bible says that He (Jesus) that is in us is greater than he (Satan) that 
is in the world, which is precisely why we must trust and obey the Lord, especially in 
our times of trials and tribulations.  You will never regret trusting and obeying Him, 
even when His ways are unclear.  William Cowper said it well in his hymn, “God 
Moves in a Mysterious Way,” based on his 1773 poem titled “Light Shining Out of 
Darkness.”  Let us stand and sing it together: 
 

“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm. 
 

 

“Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill 
He treasures up His bright designs 
And works His sovereign will. 
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“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

 

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 
 

“His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 
 

“Blind unbelief is sure to err 
And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain.”  Amen 

 

So be at peace and let Him work His way through your life.  In the words of St. 
Francis De Sales (1567-1622), 
 

“Do not look forward to the changes and chances of this life in fear; rather 
look to them with full hope that, as they arise, God, whose you are, will deliver 
you out of them.  The same everlasting Father who cares for you today, will 
take care of you tomorrow, and every day.” 
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LIVING FOR GOD IN A BROKEN WORLD 
 

Love God and Love Your Neighbor 
 
 

A.  Introduction 
 

Let us now turn our attention to the word of God.  As we do that I want to preface 
my teaching with these quotes: 
 

“The grace of God does not relieve me of my responsibility to be obedient; the 
grace of God makes possible my obedience.”  Alistair Begg 
 

“What God requires of us He Himself works in us, or it is not done.”  Matthew 
Henry 
 

“No one can attain any degree of holiness without God working in his life, but 
just as surely no one will attain it without effort on his own.”  Jerry Bridges 
 

“God works in us and with us, not against us or without us.”  John Owen 
 

“There is no holiness without warfare.”  J.C. Ryle 
 

“I often pray, ‘Lord make me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be.’”  Robert 
Murray McCheyne 

 

Our theme this Synod is “Making Sense of Your World: A Biblical Worldview.” 
 

Our plenary speaker, Rev’d John Stonestreet, will help us make sense of our beautiful 
and yet broken world.  Whatever our view or understanding or misunderstanding of 
the world is, the fact remains that according to the Bible, this is God’s world, we are 
in it, and we must live in it for God.  As the Westminster Shorter Catechism states, 
“The chief end (purpose) of man in the world is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever!”  The main question is, “How?”  How should or can we live to glorify God 
and enjoy him in our God-given, yet broken world?  My text, Matthew 22:34-40, 
which constitutes the focal point of my charge to the Diocese, tells us where to begin. 
Let me read: 
 

“34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together.  
35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 
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36 ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ 
37 And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
38 This is the great and first commandment.  
39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.’” 
  Matthew 22:34-40 

 

There is a notion out there that if we behave like Jesus in the world, most people we 
come across will follow Christ and join the church.  While there is some truth in such 
belief, we know that it’s not completely true.  As we read the gospels we discover 
rather quickly that not everyone who came across Jesus accepted or followed him 
despite the fact that he was perfect, and loving, and gracious in every way imaginable. 
He was not always liked, especially by the religious folks of his day.  The Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, and the scribes tried everything they could to discredit him.  
 

In chapter 22 alone we see the disciples of the Pharisees and the Herodians in verse 
15, and the Sadducees in verse 22, trying unsuccessfully to entrap him with tricky, 
insincere political and theological questions.  Then, in verse 34, Matthew tells us that 
when the Pharisees (who hated the Sadducees) saw that he had silenced them, instead 
of rejoicing that their enemies have been disgraced, they decided it was time to unfold 
their own plan to entrap him.  So, they appointed one of their experts in the law to 
ask Jesus a moral question – one that was, indeed, difficult and intractable.  
 
 

B.  The Question (verse 36) 
 

“Teacher, which commandment is the greatest commandment?”  The intent was to 
tempt him to say the wrong thing so they could discredit him in the eyes of the crowd.  
The Greek word for “tempt” in this passage is the same word used in Matthew 
Chapter 4 to describe Satan’s temptation of Jesus.  Over the years the rabbis who 
believed that there were 615 laws, corresponding to the 615 letters in the Hebrew 
Decalogue (by their calculation), had argued and couldn’t agree on which law, or set 
of laws, was the greatest. They also argued about which law was lightest or weightiest 
– the ritual, civic, or moral laws.  
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In Christendom today, we have something similar to that: Catholics differentiate 
between venial and mortal sins; Evangelicals quarrel over whether dancing and 
smoking are as sinful as lying; and whether homosexual or sexual sins should be the 
litmus test of faithfulness (or unfaithfulness) in the Christian life.  And so, we go on 
and on proclaiming and amending our self-centered gradations and classifications of 
sinful behavior.  
 
 

C. The Lord’s Response (verses 37-40) 
 

Jesus responds by directing them back to the Word of God.  “What is the greatest 
commandment?” 
 

Love the Lord Your God 
 

The first and greatest commandant is to love God with everything you are and have 
(verses 37-38): “And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first 
commandment.’  Jesus is quoting from Deuteronomy 6:4-7, “Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”  Known as the “Shema,” this is 
what every Israelite male was expected to recite at least twice daily.  The Lord wants 
his people to HEAR about his uniqueness and the necessity of his people loving him. 
We should love him with all our heart, soul, mind; and Mark, in his Gospel, adds “… 
and with all your strength” (c.f. Mark 12:30 ).  Christians are not exempt from loving 
God, which is why Thomas Cranmer included it in our Liturgy.  Our Lord Jesus is 
calling for a total giving of self to God.  In other words, the Lord requires more than 
creedal belief in our relationship and walk with him.  He wants us to love him with all 
our being and with a completeness of devotion that allows for no rival or competition 
– no other gods beside or before him.  No half-hearted commitment, but total self-
giving.  What does loving God entail, in practical terms? 
 

a. First, loving God entails the total commitment of self – the heart, the 
control center of human personality – to God and to no one else.  
William Barclays put it well, “To God we must give total love – a love 
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which dominates our emotions, a love which directs our thoughts, and a 
love which is the dynamic of our actions.”  The Lord wants a love that is 
sincere, consistent, consuming, dependable, trustworthy, emotional, 
practical, intellectual, truly from the heart and without limits.  No 
dimension of our lives and being are off-limits to God. 
 

b. Second, loving God entails giving him first place in our decision-making, 
ambitions, and seeking what pleases and honors him. 
 

c. Third, loving God entails giving to him – our worship and praise, our 
gifts, our material offerings, etc.  Where there is love, there is always a 
desire to give to the one we love.  That’s what God did to and for us.  In 
1 John 4:9-10, John writes, “In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  Again, in 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  Love 
always gives generously to the object of love. 
 

d. Fourth, loving God entails obeying his commands.  Jesus said in John 
14:15, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  And the 
inverse (verse 21), “He who has my commandments and keeps them, he 
it is who loves me.”  As Bishop J.C. Ryle wrote, “Love is the grand 
secret of true obedience.”  It has become fashionable to deny the place 
of obedience in our relationship with God in the name of preserving the 
doctrines of Grace in salvation.  That’s rather an unfortunate 
manifestation of self-love in disguise, rather than grace at work.  Kevin 
DeYoung noted, “It sounds really spiritual to say that God is interested 
in a relationship, not in rules.  But it’s not Biblical.  From top to bottom 
the Bible is full of commands.  They aren’t meant to stifle a relationship 
with God, but to protect it, seal it, and define it.  Never forget: first God 
delivered the Israelites from Egypt, then he gave them the law.  God’s 
people were not redeemed by observing the law, but they were redeemed 
so they might obey the law.  ‘By this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments’ (1 John 2: 3).  We can talk all 
day long about our love for God, but if we do not keep his 
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commandments, we are liars and the truth is not in us (verse 4).  If we 
love Jesus, we’ll obey his Word (John 14: 23).  God’s commands are 
given as a means of grace so that we might grow in godliness and show 
that we love him.”  The God of grace is the one who has called us to 
love him, and to show that love in obeying him by the grace he grants us 
– because we cannot love him without his regenerating grace in our 
hearts. 

 

As Dr. R.C. Sproul states, 
 

“Loving a holy God is beyond our moral power.  The only kind of God we can 
love by our sinful nature is an unholy god, an idol made by our own hands.  
Unless we are born of the Spirit of God, unless God sheds His holy love in our 
hearts, unless He stoops in His grace to change our hearts, we will not love 
Him …  To love a holy God requires grace, grace strong enough to pierce our 
hardened hearts and awaken our moribund souls.” 

 

This regenerating grace is found only in Christ alone, through faith alone.  Loving 
God with all we are and have is the first and greatest commandment.  Do you love 
him?  How much do you love him?  We love him because he first loved us with 
abundance of grace, mercy, and other spiritual blessings in the heavenly places. 
 

That’s the first and great commandment, and many of the Pharisees would have felt 
satisfied and self-justified, albeit wrongly, if Jesus had stopped at that.  
 

Love your Neighbor 
 

But there is a second great Commandment, says Jesus.  He throws in a spoiler.  It is 
amazing how the Lord works.  They asked for one greatest commandment, but Jesus 
told them that there are actually two.  So, he gives them (and us) the second greatest 
commandment (verses 39-40): “And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.”  This is a quotation from Leviticus 19:18-17, “You shall not hate your 
brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur 
sin because of him.  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of 
your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”  We 
are to love our neighbors as we love ourselves and we are to love fellow believers as 
Christ loved us!  Who is our neighbor?  Jesus answered that question in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.  Our neighbor is our family, friends, fellow Christians, people in 
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need, your enemies, and strangers.  For Jesus, wholehearted love for God will 
definitely lead to love of the neighbor who is created in the image of God. 
 

Unfortunately, there are those who think that they can love God and still hate people. 
You can’t do that.  Here is how John put it in 1 John 4:20-21, ”If anyone says, ‘I love 
God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.”  It is very strange 
indeed that there are Christians who think that all that matters in the Christian life is 
either beautiful ritual, or theological correctness, or both.  The truth though is that 
preoccupation with rituals, religious activity, theological correctness, and all other 
kinds of celestial stuff to the exclusion of, or while giving lip service to, concern for 
your neighbor is a denial of a central principle of God’s law and the true spiritual life.  
In verse 40, Jesus says very clearly, “On these two commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets.”  On TWO of them, not one of them or neither of them.  But on 
two of them.  The Lord won’t let us ignore Him or our neighbor, no matter how we 
may try! 
 

True Christian spirituality focuses our attention on the love of God and the love of 
our neighbor, who is created in the image of God, as a matter of fundamental priority.  
This is partly why Jesus said that the mark of discipleship is not the seminary you 
attended or how many degrees you have, or how big your faith or your denomination 
is.  Rather, he insisted that the mark of a true disciple is love for one another.  In John 
13:34-35, Jesus said, 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

That is how the pagans would know that we are disciples.  It’s amazing how we 
have turned that upside down.  We show our love to God by also loving one 
another irrespective of race, tribe, color, nationality, age, or family, etc.  

 

What is love?  In the movie “Beauty and the Beast,” the Beast asks, “I want to do 
something for her ... but what?”  Cogsworth responds, “Oh, there's the usual things; 
flowers, chocolates, promises you don't intend to keep ...”  That’s the way the secular 
world imagines love sometimes.  It’s very interesting that in the world people talk 
about love, sing about love, pray for love, make movies about love, and make love, 
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and yet we don’t truly know what love is.  It is that way in the Church of God 
sometimes, too. 
 

C.S. Lewis tells us, “Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved 
person’s ultimate good as far as it can be obtained.”  Likewise, Michael Wilkins notes 
that agape love is “an unconditional commitment to an imperfect person in which one 
gives oneself to another to bring the relationship to God’s intended purpose.” 
 

How can we know that we truly love someone?  Or how can we express our love to 
our neighbor? 
 

a. First, we will seek the person’s spiritual well-being.  God’s intended 
purpose for each of us is that we know him through Christ, receive 
eternal life, be conformed to the image of Christ, mature in Christ in the 
obedience of faith, etc.  This is why the fundamental act of love of 
neighbor is not the giving of material gifts, or affirmative action, social 
justice, or tolerance, all of which are important.  Rather the fundamental 
act of love is to lead a person to Christ so that he may have a 
relationship with God and live for him in the world, in holiness.  Love 
preaches the Gospel and teaches God’s word to our neighbors – it  
corrects, confronts, admonishes, and encourages the ones who are loved. 
Love speaks the truth in love.  

 

b. Second, we will seek the loved person’s emotional and social well-being.  
People have emotional and social needs for comfort and forgiveness, for 
mercy and grace, for companionship and encouragement in times of 
grief, loneliness and trouble.  We need to come alongside people in their 
times of need with a desire to make sacrifices for them.  As Pope John 
Paul II reminded the church, love is “nothing less than the sacrifice of 
self for the other” person.  It involves a willingness to sacrifice one’s 
interests for the benefit of others.  You don’t abandon your family or 
spouse because you have to make necessary sacrifice of time, money, 
opportunity.  Love demands something of you, and is concerned with 
giving rather than with receiving.  The measure of love is shown by what 
it is willing to give.  

 

c. Third, we will seek the person’s material and practical well-being.  When 
we love, we will be desirous to give practical help especially to those in 
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need.  Love cares in practical terms.  In 1 John 3:16-18, the Apostle tells 
us: 
 

“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.  But if anyone has 
the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in him?  Little children, 
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 

 

Paul the apostle concurs in Galatians 6:9-10: 
 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up.  So then, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” 

 

In James 1:26-27 we read: 
 

“If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless.  Religion 
that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.” 

 

 Again, in James 2:8-9 he says, 
 

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing well.  But if 
you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by 
the law as transgressors.” 

 

d. Fourth, we will seek the well-being of everyone, including our enemies, 
from the heart.  True Love from the heart truly cares about people even 
if they are enemies.  Paul the apostle, in Romans 12:9-21, admonishes 
the church as follows: 
 

“Let love be genuine.  Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good.  Love one another with brotherly affection.  Outdo one 
another in showing honor.  Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent 
in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 
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be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and 
seek to show hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another.  Do 
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in 
your own sight.  Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do 
what is honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’  To the contrary, 
‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals 
on his head.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” 

 

Our Lord Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 5:43-48: 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven.  For he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  
Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  And if you greet 
only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same?  You therefore must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 

e. Fifth, we will not be conceited, but will honor our neighbor and be 
considerate of them in what we say and do.  In Philippians 2:1-8, the 
Apostle tells the church to complete his joy “by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
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emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  
When you have the mind of Christ, your mind will be freed from 
egotism and selfishness and conceit by the saving and renewing grace of 
Christ.  

 

f. Sixth, we will repent and apologize when we offend one another.  It is 
quite interesting that people want those who offend them to apologize 
to them even though they themselves would not do it.  It reminds me of 
a line from a sappy, 70’s movie titled, “Love Story,” which says, “Love 
means never having to say you’re sorry.”  On the contrary, the person 
who really loves is eager to express his sorrow for wounding the loved 
person.  If you do something wrong, love requires you to apologize, not 
rationalize it.  Stoop low so that you may conquer.  This is true in our 
relationship with God, our spouses, our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
our family members, our friends, and our colleagues at work, etc.   

 

Finally, the apostle Paul underscores the importance and qualities of love in 1 
Corinthians 13:1-13: 
 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 
rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

“Love never ends.  As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
 

“So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love.” 
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D.  Conclusion 
 

How does God want us to live in the world and in his Kingdom?  The answer is 
obvious, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 

When we love God and love one another we will have a passion for evangelization of 
those who do not know Christ, and for the discipleship of new believers. 
 

When we love God, we will love to worship him in Spirit and Truth, and give of 
ourselves and our resources to him. 
 

When we love God, we will love his Church. 
 

When we love people, we will love them enough to tell them the truth.  
 

When we love God and people, we will give freely of ourselves – tribalism, racism, 
and classism will disappear.  Racism and tribalism in the church can be subtly and 
piously rationalized.  Tribalism is a problem in many of our churches in Africa, North 
America, and around the world.  The cure for racism, tribalism, classism, and ungodly 
nationalism is love for God and love for one another, driven by the Gospel of grace.  
When you are grasped by the Gospel of grace, you cannot but love God and others 
with the self-emptying, sacrificial love you have received from Christ through His 
Gospel. 
 

Loving God and loving one another is the way God wants us to live in the world and 
in his kingdom.  Juan Carlos Ortiz once said, “Love is the oxygen of the kingdom of 
God.”  Love helps us to breathe easier and heal better.  As Dr. Karl Menninger noted, 
“Love is medicine for our sick old world and soul.  If people can learn to give and 
receive love, they will usually recover from their physical or mental illness.”  Agape 
love is good for you.  Where there is love, there is joy and blessing and peace and 
hope, because God is love and wherever God is present there are love, joy, and 
pleasures for evermore.  
 

I love this Taize song: “Ubi Caritas et amor, Ubi Caritas, Deus ibi est!”  Where there is 
Biblical love and charity, God cannot be but present.  
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You cannot have true agape love and you cannot love in this manner unless Christ is 
in your life – regenerating, creating, enabling, guiding, and inspiring it.  You do not 
have the ability to love this way if you are not regenerate.  So, if you have not believed 
in Christ as Savior and surrendered your will to him as Lord of your life, I ask you to 
do that now.  As the Bible says in John 1:11-13, 
 

“He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” 

 

You must be born again in order to love this way.  That is why in Mark 12:34, Jesus 
said to the young man, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  You cannot 
love your way into the kingdom of God because salvation is through faith alone in 
Christ alone.  It is only after you have believed and surrendered to Him as your Savior 
and Lord that you can actually love God and love your neighbor in the way the Bible 
speaks of love.   
 

Having believed in Christ we must continue to depend prayerfully on his grace to 
accomplish his commands and will.  Bishop Francois de Fenelon in his book, “The 
Necessity of Knowing and Loving God,” stated this fact clearly and succinctly, 
“When I do good, it is You, Lord Jesus who inspires me with the desire of it, and 
effects it in me; it is You that inclines my heart to love the good and detest the evil; it 
is You that suffers, that entreats, that edifies my neighbor, that gives alms.  I do all 
these things, but it is through You, who cause me to do them.”  Also, Matthew Henry 
writes, “What God requires of us He Himself works in us, or it is not done.”  
 
 

E. Application 
 

Let me conclude by asking you two questions: 
 

Do you love God with all you are and all that you have? 
 

And second, do you love your brothers, sisters, and neighbors as you indeed 
love yourself, and as Christ loved you, irrespective of race, color, socio-
economic status, tribe, gender, or age? 
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Examine your heart and your actions.  If you do not love as Jesus commanded us, ask 
Him to forgive you and enable you to love as you should in Christ.  If you are 
tempted to keep on hating your brothers and sisters and others, Puritan writer, 
Richard Sibbes, has a word of warning for you.  Here it is, “Satan gives Adam an 
apple, and takes away Paradise. Therefore in all temptations, let us consider not what 
he offers, but what we shall lose.” 
 

Let me close with these words from John, the apostle of love: 
 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love.  In this the love of God was made manifest among 
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.”  1 John 4:7-12 
 

“Everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.  
And his commandments are not burdensome.”  1 John 5:1-3 

 
 
________________ 
 
 

 
Let us pray.  
 

Heavenly Father we thank you for loving us with a love that is boundless and deep 
beyond measure.  Forgive us in every way we have failed to love you and our 
neighbor.  Fill our hearts with love for you and for one another so that the world will 
know that we are truly your disciples.  With St. Augustine we ask you Lord to 
command what you will and grant us what you command!  This we ask through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church.  Fill it with all truth, in all 
truth with all peace.  Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where 
in any thing it is amiss, reform it.  Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, 
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son our 
Savior.  Amen. 
 

Ever-living God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus 
Christ:  Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness 
and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 


