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Diocese of the West Synod 2020 

Evening Prayer 
 

OPENING HYMN – “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION” 

BY SAMUEL JOHN STONE, 1866 
 

1. The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation by water and the Word: 

from heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

 

2. Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, with ev'ry grace endued. 

 

3. Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, 

by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, "How long?" 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

 

4. The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend, 

to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end; 

though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale, 

against both foe and traitor she ever shall prevail. 

 

5. 'Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 

and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

 

6. Yet she on earth hath union with the God the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 

like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.  

Amen 
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Officiant:  Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”  JOHN 8:12  

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Officiant: 

 

Dearly beloved, the Scriptures teach us to acknowledge our many sins and offenses, not concealing them from 

our heavenly Father, but confessing them with humble and obedient hearts that we may obtain forgiveness by 

his infinite goodness and mercy. We ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before Almighty God, 

but especially when we come together in his presence to give thanks for the great benefits we have received at 

his hands, to declare his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves on behalf of others, 

those things which are necessary for our life and our salvation. Therefore, draw near with me to the throne of 

heavenly grace.  

 

Officiant and People:  

 

Almighty and most merciful Father,  

 we have erred and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep.  

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

We have offended against Your holy laws.  

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  

 and we have done those things which we ought not to have done;  

and apart from Your grace, there is no health in us. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Spare all those who confess their faults.  

Restore all those who are penitent, according to your promises  

 declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord;  

And grant, O most merciful Father, for His sake,  

 that we may now live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  

 to the glory of Your holy Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest alone stands and says: 

 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, 

amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

THE INVITATORY 

 

Officiant O Lord, open our lips; 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us; 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

People  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant Praise the Lord. 

People  The Lord’s name be praised. 
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HYMN: “MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS” 

BY WILLIAM B. BRADBURY, 1863 
 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

 

Refrain: 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand, 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2. When darkness veils his lovely face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in ev'ry high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil.  

 

Refrain 

 

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood 

support me in the whelming flood; 

when all around my soul gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay.  

 

Refrain 

 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

O may I then in him be found, 

dressed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before the throne.  

 

Refrain 

 

Amen 

 

 

PSALM 130 

 
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice.  

2. Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. 

3. If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?  

4. But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

5. I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.  

6. I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the 

morning. 

7. Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 

8. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

Reader  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * 

People  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

THE LESSONS 
 

Reader  A Reading from the 5th Chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

   (After the reading)  Here ends the Reading. 

People  Thanks be to God 
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MAGNIFICAT 
 

1. My soul doth magni / fy the / Lord : and my spirit has re- / joiceed . in / God my / Savior. 

2. For he / has re- / garded : the lowliness / of his / hand / maiden. 

3. For be- / hold from / henceforth : all gener- / ations . shall / call me / blessed. 

4. For he that is mighty has / magnify-ed / me : and / holy / is his / Name. 

5. And his mercy is on / them that / fear him : throughout / all / gener- / ations. 

6. He has showed strength / with his / arm : he has scattered the proud in the imagin- / ation / of their / 

hearts. 

7. He has put down the mighty / from their / seat : and has ex- / alted . the / humble . and / meek. 

8. He has filled the hungry with / good / things : and the rich he has / sent / empty . a- / way. 

9. He remembering his mercy has helped his / servant / Israel : as he promised to our forefathers * 

Abraham / and his / seed for / ever. 

Gloria… 

 

  

Reader  A Reading from the 6th Chapter of the Gospel According to St. Mark 

   (After the reading)  Here ends the Reading. 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended to the dead.  

 On the third day He rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with your spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray.  
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Officiant  Lord, have mercy upon us.      

People  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Officiant  Lord, have mercy upon us.    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy Name.  

 Thy kingdom come,  

 Thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

    

Officiant  O Lord, show Your mercy upon us; 

People And grant us Your salvation. 

Officiant O Lord, guide those who govern us;  

People And lead us in the way of justice and truth. 

Officiant Clothe Your ministers with righteousness; 

People And let Your people sing with joy. 

Officiant O Lord, save Your people; 

People And bless Your inheritance. 

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

People And defend us by Your mighty power. 

Officiant Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Officiant Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

People And take not our Holy Spirit from us. 

 

THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of 

your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM 

Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our Lord, your Church may 

give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at variance and enmity; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR FRIDAY 
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your servants so to follow in 

faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you and wake up in your 

likeness; for your tender mercies’ sake. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR OUR DIOCESE 
O God, by your grace you have called us in this Diocese to be a good and godly fellowship of faith. Bless our 

Primate, Henry, Bishop(s) Felix, Scott, & Celestine, and other clergy, and all our people. Grant that your Word 

may be truly preached and truly heard, your Sacraments faithfully administered and faithfully received. By your 

Spirit, fashion our lives according to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the power of your 

love to all among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESAN SYNOD 
Almighty and everlasting God, by your Holy Spirit you presided in the council of the blessed Apostles, and you 

promised, through your Son Jesus Christ, to be with your Church to the end of the world: Be with the council of 

your Church assembled [here] in your Name and presence. Save us from all error, ignorance, prejudice, and 

pride; and of your great mercy direct, sanctify, and govern us in our work, by the mighty power of the Holy 

Spirit; that the order and discipline of your Church may be maintained, and that the Gospel of Christ may be 

truly preached, truly received, and truly followed in all places, breaking down the kingdom of sin, Satan, and 

death; till all your scattered sheep, being gathered into one fold, become partakers of everlasting life; through 

the merits and death of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR CIVIL AUTHORITIES 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, send down on those who hold public office [especially----------]the spirit of 

wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the 

well-being of all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ELECTION 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide and direct, we humbly pray, 

the minds of all those who are called to elect fit persons to serve [in ________]. Grant that in the exercise of our 

choice we may promote your glory, and the welfare of this nation. This we ask for the sake of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A GENERAL INTERCESSION 
O Loving Father, we commend to your gracious keeping all who are near and dear to us. Have mercy upon any 

who are sick, and comfort those who are in pain, anxiety, or sorrow. Awaken all who are careless about eternal 

things. Bless those who are young and in health, that they may give the days of their strength to you. Comfort 

the aged and infirm, that your peace may rest upon them. Hallow the ties of kindred, that we may help and not 

hinder one another in all the good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we Your unworthy servants give You humble thanks 

for all Your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom You have made. 

We bless You for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for Your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of Your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth Your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to Your service, and by walking before You in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. 

Amen. 
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A PRAYER OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Almighty God, You have given us grace at this time, with one accord to make our common supplications to 

You; and You have promised through Your well beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 

His Name You will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of Your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God our Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 2 CORINTHIANS 13:14 

 

 

 

 

 


