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?... a n d the W o r d was G o d . . . ?

by Mary Katherine Henley Sheppard

A History o f Dover Baptist Church ? 1960-2007

Constituted as Dover Meeting House 1773

As the first written words o f Dover Baptist Church?s history came to a close( ? I nt h e

b e g i n n i n gwas t h e Word...?, 1773-1959, by Helene Barret Agee), Dover?s congregation

faced a new decade. It had been 186 years since this congregation was first planted as

Dover Meeting House in 1773. Times had been rocky and times had been fruitful, yet as

the members plodded onward they did so with the desire to be the congregation that their

Lord wished them to be. Many good and dedicated people have labored to share and

spread God?s word o f love in this then small rural community. Their mission has been to

serve the spiritual and physical needs o f a people with diverse backgrounds and needs.

While the usual problems and frustrations would continue to face this congregation, the

spirit and dreams of yesterday?s dedicated members would continue to shine through and

give hope and meaning to the future. It?s said ?We live in the shade of trees planted by

others?. Over the years, many trees o f love, hope and service have been planted here.

The shade of history has provided dense cover at times but with passing years all shade

becomes dappled or fades and eventually disappears completely as the tree dies. New

plantings must be cultivated so that fresh shade is provided to give hope and purpose to

those who come after us. I believe that Dover?s present congregation has the desire and

determination to plant and nourish God?s word for future generations as those before us

have done fo r us.

Asa title for these words I have chosen ? . . . a n d the W o r d was G o d . . . ? a

continuation o f Verse one, Chapter one, Gospel o f John, which was the title o f the Agee

history. I find this appropriate because God?s Word and hand has certainly been visible

in the life o f Dover?s membership through the years. His Word has been, and hopefully

w i l l always be, the watchword o f this congregation.



AsI first began to record happenings in the l i fe o f Dover, I began to realize how

challenging this process wou ld be. I am not a historian nor an author. | really d id not

know what events to include and what to exclude. M y review o f recorded business

session minutes and information f rom old worship service bulletins and/or snapshots and

other materials that I have kept in church scrapbooks have been the basis for m y wri t ings.

M y style w i l l be a rev iew o f events that make up an annual t ime-l ine o f happenings and

my desire is that this history w i l l be more about people ? those who have labored in love

and the spirit and made contributions in the l i fe o f Dover. More detailed information on

some events may be obtained from a personal reading o f business session minutes wh ich

are on f i le in the church office. Church membership and Sunday School enrol lment

numbers have been gleaned from Dover Church?s Annual Church Profi le ( f i led each year

w i t h the Dover Association) and from documents such as annual Slate o f

Officers/Teachers included in Clerk?s records. Included wi th this history is E X H I B I T I,

?A Lis t ing o f Baptisms 1960-2007?, E X H I B I T Il, ?A Lis t ing o f Pastors 1773-2007?, and

E X H I B I T I l l , ?A Child?s Remembrances? wh ich I wrote in 1994-95 and wh ich was

published in Goochland County Historical Society Magazine, Vol. 27, 1995. E X H I B I T

I V is a summation o f Deeds and land holdings o f Dover w i t h a drawing o f property

boundaries.

It seems appropriate here to provide a brief recap o f Dover?s past to bring us up to the

year 1960. In the autumn of 1773, Dover Meeting House was constituted at Manakin

with membership of 45. There is no record o f charter membership. Rev. Wil l iam

Webber became the first pastor and his pastorate here was the only pastorate he ever

held. He served Dover until his death in 1808. This meeting house was a simple one

room, log structure and was located on the west side o f present day Manakin Road,

slightly south o f our present location. In 1855, a new meeting house was built across the

road and the log structure was abandoned. It is difficult to determine exactly when the

congregational description ?meeting house? was changed to ?church?. In recorded

business session minutes, long after the erection of the frame building, the congregation

was sometimes referred to as ?meeting house? and at other times, records during this

same period refer to the congregation as ?church?. This new bu i ld ing was a weather-



board structure, facing south and contained one large, square, high-pitched room with a

door on either end, both front and back. The pews were handmade benches o f very wide

heart pine boards. In the fall o f 1923, the 150" anniversary o f the constitution o f Dover

Meeting House, the churches o f Dover Baptist Association, named for the church o f Rev.

Wil l iam Webber, presented the Webber Memorial to Dover Baptist Church. This

memorial still stands on the front lawn o f the church. Unfortunately, in the early morning

hours o f October 30, 1951, nothing remained o f Dover Church except a pile o f ashes. The

building, with contents, was burned to the ground. Ground breaking exercises for a new

brick building were held in August 1952 and laying o f the cornerstone took place in June

o f 1953. The congregation, who had in the meantime been worshipping in old Manakin

schoolhouse (approximately one-half mile north on Manakin Road), moved into the

basement o f the new building in July 1954 with dedication services held in April 1955.

A frame board and batten Education Building was built in 1967. Our beautiful ?Heritage

Hall? fellowship facility was dedicated in September, 2006.

Dover?s cemetery (3/4 acre adjacent to and north o f present sanctuary bui ld ing) was

deeded (and recorded) to Dover as a ?burying ground? i n 1887 by Mr. E. J. D u V a l and

his wife, Mrs. Rhoda DuVal . A ?burying ground? was referred to in business session

minutes o f June 1885 when a committee was appointed to ?enclose the cemetery?. This

is the first mention o f a cemetery associated w i t h the church and suggests that the

cemetery was indeed in use as early as 1885 and maybe even earlier. In fact, grave stone

inscript ions indicate fourteen deaths prior to 1885. A t a January 1886 meeting, minutes

state that the June 1885 committee ?reported and was continued?. N o information is

inc luded on report contents and no account o f purpose fo r ?continuation? was given. I t

is interesting to note that the earliest recorded marker date in the cemetery is that o f

El izabeth Cheatham Wal ton (wi fe o f Jessie W. Wal ton) whose death is recorded as the

? 2 1 o f A p r i l 1848?, a date 7 years pr ior to the bui ld ing o f the 1855 frame church, 39

years before the Deed fo r the cemetery land was recorded (1887) and 37 years pr ior to

f i rst mention o f cemetery (1885). I suspect that the 1848 inscr ipt ion was just that ? a

record o f a fami ly death included on the Wal ton fami ly marker (that also includes death

informat ion o f addit ional fami ly members) w i t h Elizabeth?s original interment



somewhere else ?possibly in a family cemetery or maybe even a re-interment at this site

when the stone was placed. The Deitrick family marker is an interesting stone ? and

usually a surprise to cemetery visitors. It is the tall marker inside the iron fence and

appears to be stone ? i t is not stone ? but made o f metal and is what is referred to as a

?Sears & Roebuck? marker. The base has small metal plates that can be removed when

needed to record a death, mailed off to Sears for engraving, returned and placed back into

the marker. Seventeen Confederate veterans are interred here, none from ?killed in

action? but several from injuries which caused premature death. Eight of these veterans

served in Company F, 23" Virginia Infantry, a Company o f State Volunteers formerly

known as the Goochland Grays. Company F enlisted at Manakin on May 21, 1861, when

58 local men signed to be part o f the Confederate Army.

This record covers a span o f 48 years. I?m sure some who w i l l read this w i l l recall a

special event or have a memory o f an especially meaningful happening that is not

recorded herein. Many events have occurred in the l i fe o f Dover that have not been

recorded in business meeting minutes or simi lar documents! I have not injected my

personal remembrances or interpretations unless I so state that a part icular thought is m y

personal opinion. M y sincere hope is that you w i l l enjoy rel iv ing this history o f Dove r

Bapt ist Church and that fond memories o f events and people w i l l be brought to mind as

you read.

Dover Bapt ist Church Historian

June 2008



@

1960

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 203

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 169

PASTOR ~- REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ~ MR. RICHARD (DICK) HAMEL

Dover?s general fund balance was reported as $286.62 by Treasurer, Mrs. Lois Henley as

Dover started a new year and a new decade. There was debt o f $2,234.79 sti l l remaining

f rom construction o f the new sanctuary building. The annual approved budget was

$11,112.00. The Sunday School, led by Mr. D i c k Hamel, was in process o f

departmentalizing - Junior, Intermediate, Primary and Beginner Departments were

established. Nursery and Cradle Rol l Departments were also formed. The Youth

Fellowship, as reported by Counselor Mrs. Phyll is Clarke, was meeting on Sunday

evenings w i t h ?good attendance o f an alert, th inking group?. Mrs. Eva Henley reported

that the Business Women?s Circle ( B W C ) had 14 members and in Apr i l wou ld host the

Federation West spring supper meeting expecting around 140 ladies to attend. Spring

revival was held in March. Vacation Bible School, w i t h 132 enrolled, was held w i t h Mrs.

Phyl l is Clarke as Principal. Pastor Walter Bradley attended, as Dover?s messenger, the

Bapt ist Wor ld Al l iance in Rio deJaneiro, Brazil, and enjoyed a tour o f several South

Amer ican countries. Miss Elizabeth DuVal , Women?s Missionary Society ( W M S )

President, reported membership o f 11. The Music committee chair, Mrs. Audrey Henley,

said that Mrs. Margaret H. Wash had been employed as church Organist and choir

director at pay o f $25.00 per month. Draperies were instal led in the sanctuary. Deacon

Board chair, M r . Howard Henley, and Deaconesses Board chair, Mrs. Edi th Chenault,

reported many activit ies and contacts w i t h members and communi ty friends. Trouble

was reported wi th the water pump and the lawn mower was in need o f repair or

replacement! Manakin Men?s Brotherhood was active and ?looking to the new year w i t h

much enthusiasm?. | Homecoming was held on October 10" with Mrs. Lois Phillips as



chairman o f the day. Rain kept lunch festivities inside. An afternoon service was held

with Dr. L. D. Johnson speaking on ?Our Baptist Heritage?. Mrs. Helene Agee shared

excepts from her recently completed church history and presented her manuscript tot h e

church which was accepted by Mr. Thomas Staples, Trustee, on behalf o f the church.

The silver communion service and one o f the oil lamps thought to have been used in the

old log Meeting House were displayed. On recommendation o f the Buildings & Grounds

committee, four o f the old oil lamps from the 1855 frame structure (removed when

?power? came in 1940) were subsequently mounted on the side walls o f the new

sanctuary and plans were made to secure a proper cabinet for display o f the silver

communion set and other church memorabilia. The office o f ?Historian? was added to

the Slate o f Church Officers with Mrs. Helene Agee assuming this position. The second

outdoor Christmas pageant was held. The picnic shelter was converted into a manger

scene, complete with live cow and donkey. A new scene, since last year, ?The Inn? was

added at one end of the shelter with the innkeeper coming at the appropriate time and

hanging a lantern to answer the knock o f Mary and Joseph. Another scene depicted Mary

and Joseph, with the donkey, trudging along the road to Bethlehem and arriving at the

Inn. The shepherds mingled around an open fire tending live sheep. Wise Men arrived

bringing their precious gifts. Mrs. Eva Henley, Mrs. Phyllis Clarke and Rev. Bradley

directed the pageant. Thus ended the year 1960!

1961

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 202

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 165

PASTOR ?- REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR. RICHARD (DICK) HAMEL, JR

Treasurer reported that 1960 disbursements exceeded receipts by $25.26. The balance

due on new bu i ld ing loan was no t reported; however, i t apparently was coming down

rap id ly as plans were formulated fo r a note burn ing ceremony. A commit tee to

investigate purchase o f a cabinet to display church memorab i l ia was appointed as M r .

Howard Henley, Mrs. M a r y Katherine Sheppard and Mrs. Lo is Henley. The K i tchen



committee was instructed to have the large burner on kitchen range repaired. A note

burning service was held on March 26", the opening Sunday o f spring revival.

?A very impressive noteburning service took place this morning during

the regular worship service. Following the opening hymn and scripture,

there was a unison prayer by Pastor and the congregation, and then

responsive reading by minister and congregation with reference to the

burning o f note. The choir?s anthem ?Open the Gates o f the Temple?

preceded the note buming. Then the officers o f the church assisted with

the actual burning o f the note. These representatives were as follows:

Sunday School ? Mr. R. E. Hamel, Jr.; Trustees (3) ? Mr. T. S.Staples,

Mr. B. S. Henley, Mr. Earl Henley; WMS ?M i s s Elizabeth DuVal;

Deacons ? Mr. Frank Henley; Deaconesses ? Mrs. T. S. Staples;

Treasurer ? Mrs. Lois Henley; Youth ? Mrs. Eva Henley; Buildings &

Grounds ? Mr. John Smith; Clerk ? Mrs. Phyllis Clarke. Each representative

l i t a candle from one the pastor held, and each stated his connection with

the service and then in a group, when all the candles were lit, the note,

which was placed ona grill at the front o f the church was ignited. As the

note burned, all joined in the following: As this note burns we dedicate

ourselves anew to the work and support of this, our beloved Church, and

the extension o f the Kingdom of Jesus Christ throughout this community,

this nation and the world?.

Seven GA?s, under leadership o f Mrs. Margaret Thieme, met requirements to be

honored as Maidens: Judy Amos, Peggy Amos, Susan Berkle, A l i ce Mart in, Brenda

Wade, Patsy Wade and Sherron Daughtery. Four Dover girls attended Training Un ion

Week at Eagle Eyrie: Carol Breed, L y n Dorsheimer, Ma ry Powers and Ruth Powers.

Bapt ismal service was held on Apr i l 16" w i t h 11 candidates. I n Ap r i l , Rev. Bradley

announced his engagement to Miss Kathryn Bailey. The f i rst telephone was installed in

the church. The B & G committee chair, Mr . Ear l Henley, reported that insurance had

been raised to $10,000. This committee also recommended several needed items: new

doors to replace the front doors and side doors, paint ing o f the sanctuary, and the need for

a storage building. Motion made and approved to borrow funds to pay for these items. A



vote was taken on the matter o f observing Dayl ight Savings Time or staying on Eastern

Standard Time. The majori ty voted to observe Daylight Savings Time. Mrs. L. C.

Clarke (Annie) and her daughter, Miss Mary Clarke, donated two boxwoods fo r planting

in front o f the church. The church received two electric fans, gifts f rom Mr. & Mrs. W.

A. Gordon and Mr. T. C. Woodson (no A/C! ! ) . The Men?s Brotherhood requested and

was granted permission to pave an area (50°x 80?) o f the parking area to provide mult ip le

play area for tennis, basketball, volleyball, etc. Mrs. Lois Phil l ips and Mrs. Phyl l is

Clarke agreed to make a membership roster available to members. VBS was held w i t h

registration o f 145. A parade, led by a Manakin f i re truck, was the highl ight o f

Preparation Day. On July 1, 1961 this happy event took place:

?The marriage o f Miss Mary Kathryn Bai ley o f Richmond, daughter o f

Mr. and Mrs. John Chase Bailey o f Bassett, to the Reverend Walter Lee

Bradley o f Manakin, son o f the late Mr. and Mrs. Armstead Nelson Bradley

o f Sandston, took place Saturday, July 1?, at h igh noon at Dover Baptist

Church in Manakin. Performing the ceremony was the brother o f the

bride, the Reverend Rolen Conway Bai ley o f Roanoke. The bride was attired

in a street length dress o f white silk t r immed in satin. Her hat was o f whi te

satin and she wore a corsage o f white rosebuds. The bride?s only attendant

was Mrs. Rolen Conway Bailey. The Reverend Charl ie Henry Bradley o f

Sandston was his brother?s best man. Ushers were Howard Hami l ton

Henley and John Emmi t t Smith, both o f Manakin. Immediately fo l low ing

the ceremony a reception was held at the church?.

Several pews from the old frame church, wh ich had been stored elsewhere when the

bui ld ing burned, were placed i n the balcony o f the new church. Homecoming was held

on October 8 " w i t h Mrs. Bever ly Holmes as chairman. This also being Layman?s Day ,

the message was brought by M r . Clarence Manning,a resident o f this communi ty and a

member o f First Baptist, Richmond. Rev. Wal ton Connel ly spoke at the afternoon

service. Mrs. Eva Henley reported that the Y o u t h group had been o f f i c i a l l y organized

into a Tra in ing U n i o n w i t h Mr. and Mrs. Thaxton Mar t in , M r . J immy Holmes and herse l f



as counselors. Tile was installed on the basement floor. The congregation participated in

the County Christmas Basket project to provide food, clothing and toys for needy

families. The budget for year 1962 was approved at $13,500. Mrs. Kathryn Bradley

Presented a Christmas Vesper service with assistance from Mrs. EvaHenley.

1962

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 220

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ~ 161

PASTOR ~ REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT - MR. RICHARD (DICK) HAMEL, JR.

The General Fund balance was reported as $318.81 by Treasurer Mr. J immy Holmes.

Dover?s newly organized Training Un ion reported enrol lment o f 48 wi th average

attendance o f 30. Revival was held in Apr i l . The dire need for addit ional educational

Space was discussed and a committee was formed to investigate land availabil ity, space

needs and financial resources. Dover?s adult choir jo ined wi th f ive other church choirs to

present an Easter cantata at Berea Baptist Church. The matter o f the LeonardH e n l e y

property which had been bequeathed jo in t l y to Dover and Hebron Presbyterian Churches

at M r . Henley?s death was discussed. Mrs. Henley survives and must be cared fo r as long

as she lives. Dover Trustees were instructed to work wi th Hebron Tepresentatives to

determine a course o f action, i.e., borrow money on the property or sell property to meet

the financial needs o f Mrs. Henley. Five hundred dollars ($500) was borrowed from the

Bank o f Goochland and placed on deposit there to care for immediate needs o f Mrs.

Henley who was l iv ing in a Richmond nursing home. N ine B Y U members attended

Train ing Week at Eagle Eyrie. Two pianos were purchased at cost o f $1,224.75.

Print ing o f church history (Mrs. Agee?s) was tabled due to financial problems. A

candlel ight baptism service was held in M a y fo r 8 candidates. Mrs. Kathryn Bradley led

a one-week Junior Music Camp wi th 19 Juniors participating. V B S had registration o f

118. Homecoming was held on October 1 4 " wi th Mrs. Eva Henley as chairman. The

church fami ly rejoiced wi th our pastor and his wi fe on the bir th o f a baby girl, Ma ry

Kathryn Bradley, on September 7" . A new pump was installed. A Cemetery Fund was



established with a bequest from the Will of Miss Mary Clarke. A committee to review

needed changes in Constitution and By-Laws was formed. Mr. John Smith reported that

Mr. Fleetwood Garner would give Dover land for expansion. The Training Union

sponsored a bake sale prior to Christmas to raise funds to provide for a needy family. A

Christmas candlelight service was held. Budget for year 1963 was set at $14,550.

1963

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 213

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 199

PASTOR ? REV. W A L T E R L. B R A D L E Y

S U N D A Y SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR. R I C H A R D (D ICK) H A M E L , JR.

Money in the Cemetery Fund previously deposited f rom bequest o f Miss Mary Clarke

were used to purchase VEPCO stock. Dividends wi l l go into Fund. Mrs. Vi rg in ia P.

Nash was appointed church organist. VBS was held in June. Addit ional space for

Sunday School was again discussed. A delegation attended, wi th Rev. Bradley, an A B C

Board hearing to oppose the Board?s proposal to locate a l iquor store in Goochland. Mrs.

A n n Tilman, Mrs. Lois Phill ips and Mrs. Phyll is Clarke volunteered to prepare a Church

Newsletter. Constitution and By Laws committee chairman, Mr. Wi l l iam Sheppard,

presented recommendations for changes. Report approved as submitted. N e w Baptist

Hymnals were purchased wi th many members purchasing books in memory o f or in

honor o f loved ones. These hymnals were dedicated on October 13", Homecoming,

when Mrs. Nancye Meece served as chairman. Mr. Paul Brandt was morning speaker

and speaker for the afternoon service as well as revival services in the fo l lowing week

was Rev. Preston Taylor, a former ministerial student supply at Dover when he was a?

student at University o f Richmond. Miss Mary Powers, an active Dover youth was

elected head cheerleader at Goochland High School. The adult choir participated in

Dover Association?s Music Festival at N e w Bridge Baptist Church. Mr. John Smith and

Mr. Earl Henley (Trustees) reported that Mr. Fleetwood Gamer had agreed to sell

property (2 acres) behind our existing property for $2,000 and that he would return the

cost asa gift to the church. This transaction was expected to be finalized in early 1964.



Building Fund total stood at $1,788.69. Mr. Leonard Henley?s farm was sold with

Proceeds being invested for future care of Mrs. Henley. The church and Sunday school

joined in a covered dish Christmas supper with a program directed by Mrs. Beverly

Holmes. Carol singing was led by Mrs. Eva Henley accompanied by Mrs. Virginia Nash.

Mrs. Kathryn Bradley directed the Junior Choir in several selections. A budget for 1964

was approved at $12,020.00.

1964

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 219

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 150

PASTOR ? REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MRS. M A R Y KATHERINE SHEPPARDE A E S E A L U T E R I N TENDENT? M R S . M A R YK A T H E R I N E SHEPPARD

Balance in checking account shown as $197.44 as reported by Treasurer, Mr . D i c k

Hamel , Jr. M r . J immy Holmes, chair o f B & G committee, made fo l l ow ing report in

January: ?The Deed to the property given by M r . Fleetwood Garner is to be turned over

t o us in the next couple o f months. Mr. Harold Keeton? ( local contractor) ?has drawn a

sketch wh ich is on display in the vestibule and w i l l g ive us a prel iminary estimate o f the

cost shortly.? The f inal note balance on loan to purchase two pianos (1962) was paid in

fu l l . Congratulat ions were extended by congregation to M r . Earl Henley on being elected

Chai rman o f Goochland County Board o f Supervisors. Intermediate gir ls presented a

program wri t ten and directed by Miss Connie Moore. Mr. John Smith reported that

Deacons had agreed to assign a ?Deacon o f the Month? to be responsible for

opening/closing church, etc. Mrs. Sheppard, S.S. Superintendent, reported thatm a n y

members were part icipating in a program to read the Bib le through during this year.

Vaca t ion Bib le School, f o r the f i rst t ime, was held for two weeks w i t h 120 folks enrolled.

Mrs. Nancye Meece was Principal. Revival week was held commencing on March 15" ,

Rev. Bradley preached the Baccalaureate Sermon for Goochland H i g h School graduation

services. Easter Sunday baptismal service was held fo r 9 candidates. Mr. John E. Smi th

was elected Trustee to f i l l vacancy caused by death o f M r . Bernard S. Henley. M iss

A l i c e Mar t i n and Miss Peggy Amos represented Dover at Youth Mus ic camp at Eagle



Eyrie. Youth Sunday was observed in June with youth of the church teaching Primary

through Adult age classes. The worship service was also staffed by the youth and several

spoke on their theme ?Issues Confronted by Today?s Youth?: Misses Mary Powers,

Carole Breed and Mr. David Amos and Mr. John Filler. Homecoming was held in

October with Mrs. Nancye Meece serving as chairman o f the day. The annual

Thanksgiving service, usually held on Thanksgiving day morning was moved to

Thanksgiving eve. The Deed for the newly acquired property (2 acres from Mr.

Fleetwood Garner) was recorded in Goochland County Clerk?s Office. Budget for 1965

was fixed at $13,457. The Christmas program was led by Junior Choir under direction o f

Mrs. Kathryn Bradley.

1965

C H U R C H MEMBERSHIP = 2 1 4

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 185

PASTOR ? REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MRS. MARY KATHERINE SHEPPARD

Vacat ion Bible School was held in June, a two-week session wi th Mrs. Nancye Meece as

Principal. Request to Mrs. L. €. Clarke (Annie) regarding acquisit ion o f narrow strip o f

land between old fence line o f cemetery and Manakin Road (relocated sl ight ly) was

referred to her Attorney, per her request. Mr . James Bul lard was researching the

possibi l i ty o f having the church history (Mrs. Agee?s) printed. Our Sunday School p icn ic

was held at Mr. Luck?s pond. Mr. Basi l Gordon, Jr. and Mrs. Anna Prof f i t t reported fo r

Deacons and Deaconesses. A youth led program was held during Bapt ist Youth Week.

Folding doors were installed between the rear classroom and sanctuary. The death o f

Mrs. Ada Henley was reported by Trustee Board. The Board was instructed to wo rk w i t h

Hebron Presbyterian representatives to determine a settlement date for this estate. A

Bui ld ing committee was re-activated as Mr. James Bul lard, chairman, assisted by Mrs.

Ma ry Katherine Sheppard, Mr. R. W. Hamel, Jr., Mr . John E. Smi th and Mrs. Nancye

Meece. This committee subsequently made several recommendation in conjunct ion w i t h

the Finance committee: 1) ?ask Nashville (S.S. Board) to prepare a master plan for a



facil ity based on 300 in attendance in Sunday School; 2) then employ a competent

architect to create a design especially for Dover; 3) survey Dover?s entire land holdings;

4) use Henley (Mr. Leonard) estate funds to pay o f f any debt at Bank o f Goochland

incurred for Mrs. Henley?s care; 5) invest $10,000 in a one-year savings certificate; and

6) place any remaining funds in Church Building fund.? Recommendation approved. A

budget o f $14,662 for the year 1966 was approved. Mrs. Margaret Thieme was elected

B.W.C. President. Nine Juniors (Blanche Adams, Paige Clarke, Juanita Deck, Kathryn

Hamel, Melinda Parrish, Charlene Wilton, Dale Meece, Johnny Wilton, Steve Hamel)

attended Music Camp at Eagle Eyrie with Mr. and Mrs. Hamel serving as chaperones.

New robes for the adult choir and a duplicating machine were purchased. Buildings &

Grounds committee chair, Mr. Charlie Gilley, reported the theft o f copper downspouts

from the sanctuary structure. Homecoming was established as an annual event with date

being moved from October to September. The adult choir presented a Christmas cantata

?Love Transcending? during morning worship time and the church family met for a

covered dish supper after a cantata ?Lo, a Star!? was performed by the joint Junior choirs

o f Dover and Salem Baptist Church under direction o f Mrs. Kathryn Bradley and Miss

Alice Martin. Mrs. Joe Ann Proffitt was elected Deaconess chair for the coming year.

1966

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 219

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ?1 9 1

PASTOR ? REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ~ MRS. AUDREY H. HENLEY

Checking account balance reported as $712.99. Mrs. Audrey Henley (S.S.

Superintendent) reported that a new Sunday School class for young adult ladies, ages 25

? 34, had been organized. She also reported that three Christmas ?baskets? had been

delivered to needy community families. The Young Married Ladies? Bible Class was

named The Elvie Daves Bible Class in honor of their teacher o f many years and the

Adu l t Ladies? Class was named The Elizabeth E. DuVal Class in memory o f their long

time teacher. Mr. James Bullard, Deacon Board chair, and Mrs. Joe Ann Proffitt,
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Deaconess chair, made reports o f church and communi ty ministr ies. Apprec ia t ion was

expressed to Mrs. Ida Henley fo r the love ly embroidered bookmark she had stitched fo r

the pu lp i t Bible. Pastor Bradley was selected by the Bapt ist State Board to be one o f 18

state ministers to attend a study on rural churches in the 2 0 " century to be held in

Gul fpor t , Mississippi. I n Ap r i l , Mrs. Margaret Thieme, fo r the Business W o m e n ? s

Circle, presented the fo l l ow ing recommendation: ?Whereas the B W C feels the need o f a

l ibrary and wishes to establish a memorial to Miss El izabeth E. DuVa l , we recommend

that the church sanction the establishment o f the Elizabeth E. D u V a l Memor ia l L ib rary

and thereafter assume its maintenance and support?. The B W C further agreed to assume

in i t ia l responsibil it ies o f f ind ing a place for the library, set up def ini te times when the

library would be open, establish a loan system to include records, charge cards, etc. and

donate f ive or more books wh ich wou ld be a col lect ion start. They also recommended

that a Librar ian and two staf f members be elected by the Church and added as a standing

committee. Mrs. Bertha Henley DiServio was elected Librar ian and Mrs . A n n T i l m a n

and Miss A l i ce Mar t i n were named as Assistants. M r . Boyce Rufty, report ing for a

committee formed to investigate church insurance, reported that the church now has

$75,000 coverage. VBS, w i t h enrol lment o f 123, was led by Mrs. Nancye Meece w i t h

Mrs. Audrey Henley assisting her. I n July, f o l l ow ing VBS, baptismal services were held

fo r 8 candidates. A lso in July, Mrs. Eva Henley, for B W C , presented a recommendat ion

that dedication o f The Elizabeth E. D u V a l Memor ia l L i b ra ry be done on Homecoming

D a y during the morning worsh ip t ime ?with the st ipulat ion that the program and speaker

be exclusively for the dedication and that the dedication no t be an addendum to the

program?. Recommendation adopted as presented w i t h October 2 3 set aside fo r th is

purpose. Dr. Solon Cousins and Dr. Helen Monsel l , both long t ime friends o f Miss

DuvVal, were speakers fo r this dedication. Eleven youth attended Junior M u s i c week at

Eagle Eyrie. Mrs. A n n Ti lman, Mrs. Janet Wi l t on and M r . and Mrs . Ben Adams served

as chaperones for the group. Seven youth attended Y o u t h M u s i c week w i t h M r . and

Mrs . Thaxton Mart in as chaperones. The Sunday School and Church picn ic was held on

the church grounds. On recommendation o f Deacons and Deaconesses, a proposal was

made to air condit ion the sanctuary. They reported that A . C. Gunlacht Company had

given an estimate o f $2700.00 to do this work. Mr. Char l ie G i l l e y volunteered to do the
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wiring work free o f charge! Plans for additional space have been received from

Nashville. These plans depict a two-story T-formation addition attached to the rear o f

existing sanctuary building with something less than 10,000 square feet o f space at a

cost o f approximately $100,000. Discussion o f this proposal brought forth many

Opinions ? consensus being that, although space is desperately needed, our current

building fund balance appears to make this plan not possible at this time. Something

smaller and less expensive should be pursued. Mr. Charlie Gilley was elected Deacon

chair for 1967 and Mrs. Pauline Staples wil l serve as chair o f Deaconesses. Mr. Ed Deck

and Mr. Charlie Gilley were thanked for their work in building cabinets to house Junior

choir robes and shelving for library books. Appreciation was expressed to Mr. Will iam

Sheppard and Mr. Larry Walker for the music cabinet they built for the Adult choir.

Gutters (copper ones previously stolen) were replaced. Budget for 1967 was approved at

$14,568. The Wil l of Miss Elizabeth E. DuVal bequeathed $500 each to the Cemetery

Fund and general fund. The bequest to Cemetery Fund wi l l be added to existing VEPCO

stock investment. Mrs. Eva Henley was elected Sunday School Superintendent for year

1967. An evening baptismal service was held in December for 8 candidates.

NOTE: BUSINESS SESSION MINUTES COVERING
THE YEARS 1967-1974 HAVE BEEN LOST. THE

ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS RECORDED HERE HAVE
BEEN GLEANED FROM OLD BULLETINS

AND SCRAPBOOK ENTRIES.

1967

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 224

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ~ 144

PASTOR ~ REV. WALTER L. BRADLEY (THROUGH MARCH)

DR. GEORGE W. SADLER (INTERIM IN JULY)

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MRS, EVA B. HENLEY

Treasurer, Mrs. Ann S. Tilman, reported balance in checking account as $1,879.05.

Bu i ld ing Fund balance was $6,650.00. Dover received the resignation o f Rev. Walter

Bradley at the end o f March. His last sermon was delivered on Easter Sunday. Miss
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Kate Bullard volunteered to serve as Adult Choir accompanist. Mrs. Ruby Adams was

elected Youth Counselor. The youth presented a drama ?Daniel and the Tempter?.

Youth Sunday was held with Taylor Putney serving as Pastor, Paige Clarke as pianist and

Charlene Wilton as organist. Dr. George W. Sadler was called as Interim Pastor,

effective July 1967. Homecoming was held in September with Mrs. Phyllis Clarke

serving as chairman. Dr. O. W. Rhodenhiser was morning speaker. Dedication and

Open House for the newly completed Education Building was held in the afternoon with

Dr. Sadler presiding. Mrs. Marsha Worsham was employed as Choir Director in

September. Mr. Will iam (Bill) Durrett was elected S. S. Superintendent for 1968. An

invitation was extended by the Pastor Search committee to Rev. John Poole Elliott, Jr., o f

Scottsville to preach a trial sermon on October 29", In December, Dover called Rev.

Ell iott as pastor. He along with his wife, Nancy, and two sons, John and David, came to

Dover in mid-January o f 1968.

1968

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP -? 239

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 188

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR, W I L L I A M (BILL) DURRETT

A candlelight baptism service for 7 candidates was held in February. Rev. Emest

Clarke, former Dover pastor (June 1953 ? October 1955) visited and was guest speaker.

Mrs. Marsha Worsham resigned as Choir Director in June. Mr. Carlton Dickinson, a

Virginia Commonwealth University sophomore, was employed as Director o f Music in

September 1968. Dr. C. Spurgeon Paschall was guest speaker for Homecoming. A

second baptismal service was held in November for 17 candidates. Year end treasury

balance was reported as $12,183.79.
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1969

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 289

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 212

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ~ MR. W I L L I A M (BILL) DURRETT

The Deacons and Deaconesses hosted a reception honoring Rev. and Mrs. Ell iott on

completion o f their first year at Dover. Revival services were held in March by Rev.

Leland H. Waters. The ?Religious Drama Quintette? featuring Virginia Baptist Student

Union members from several Virginia colleges visited Dover and made apresentation

wi th Miss Alice Martin, a student at Westhampton College, as a member. Alice was an

active participant and leader in Dover?s youth organization and choir before entering

college. An Easter cantata, ?No Greater Love?, directed by Mr. Carlton Dickinson, was

presented by the Adult Choir who also traveled to Carlton?s home church in Charlotte

Court House to perform this cantata. The choir members sponsored a backyard/rummage

sale to help finance this trip. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burbach were elected as sponsors for

the Junior and High School youth. Baptismal service was held in July for 16 candidates.

Dr. George W. Sadler was guest speaker and assisted in ordination service for Mr. R. Earl

G o w i n and M r . M e r e d i t h A l v i s . A t w o - w e e k V B S had an e n r o l l m e n t o f 131.

Homecoming speaker was Dr. James R. Bryant. The Adult Choir presented a Christmas

cantata ?Born A King? and the youth group enjoyed a night o f carol ing in the

communi ty .

1970

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 285

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 217

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ~ MR. W I L L I A M (BILL) DURRETT

Dover entered another decade with Mr. Meredith Alvis, Mr. Charles Burbach and Mr.

Charles Parker as speakers on Baptist Men?s Day. Special music was a solo by Mr. Earl
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Henley. A concert o f Easter music was presented by Miss Paige Clarke and Mr. Carlton

Dickinson. A Parent-Child dedication service was held and Baptism services were held

in July. Homecoming speaker was Rev. Harry T. Dixon, Jr. Thanksgiving Eve service

was led by the youth. Cash balance in treasury at end o f 1970 was reported as $1,869.27

and the Education Building note balance was reported as $4,550.00.

1971

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 281

SUNDAY SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 178

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

S U N D A Y SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR. W I L L I A M (B ILL ) D U R R E T T

A Deacon ordination service was held for Mr. Lewis V. Henley and Mr. David L.

Roberts. Miss Al ice Mart in served as a summer missionary in Jamaica and Mr. David

El l iot t worked at Eagle Eyrie for the summer. Congratulations extended by congregation

to Mr. Carlton Dickinson on his graduation from Virginia Commonwealth University.

V B S was held wi th 112 enrolled. Baptism service held in July. The Homecoming

speaker was Dr. Linwood T. Horne and guest evangelist Rev. Cecil Marsh led revival

services during the fol lowing week. The adult choir presented a Christmas cantata

?Memories o f the Manger?.

1972

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 280

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ~ 172

PASTOR - REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

S U N D A Y SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR. W I L L I A M (B ILL ) D U R R E T T

A committee was appointed to begin planning for Dover?s 200" anniversary as fo l lows:

Mr. Charles M . Parker, Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard and Mrs. Eva Henley. A Sunday School

and Church picnic was held at Richmond?s lake. Baptismal services were held in
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February and May. Mrs. Margaret Walker was employed as Organist and Choir Director.

Mr . Charles (Chuck) Burbach was elected Sunday School Superintendent for year 1973.

Dr. F. Lawson Pankey was Homecoming speaker and Dr. W. Landon Mi l le r led revival

services in week the fol lowing Homecoming.

1973

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 266

SUNDAY SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T - 146

PASTOR ~ REV. JOHN P, ELLIOTT, JR.

S U N D A Y SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT ? MR. CHARLES (CHUCK) B U R B A C H

1973 was a special time for Dover?s congregation as this year marked the 200%

anniversary o f our founding as Dover Meeting House. We began the year by hosting the

Spring (semi-annual) meeting o f Dover Baptist Association. Prior to our main

celebration, Rev. and Mrs. El l iot t enjoyed a trip to the Holy Land and celebrated the

graduation o f their son, John, from Wake Forest. The Men?s Bible Class sponsored a

breakfast for class members and men o f the community. Dover worshipped wi th St.

James Baptist Church (Blair Road) where Rev. El l iot t brought the message and our adult

choir presented choral selections. Our Homecoming and 200" Anniversary Celebration

was held on October 14" with Dr. Theodore Adams, pastor o f First Baptist, Richmond, as

speaker. This service was recorded by radio station W R V A for broadcast on the

fol lowing Sunday morming. Many members, and even guests, dressed in colonial

costume. Approximately 400 people attended. In recognition o f the fact that in Dover?s

early years, the races worshipped together, the choir o f St. James Baptist presented music

for the afternoon service. Also as a part o f the afternoon celebration there was a

presentation by Baptist Student Union Drama Team members tel l ing the story o f early

Vi rg in ia Baptists. Mrs. Joyce Smith produced and directed the Dover ladies in scenes

f rom Dover?s early days. A mini museum was staffed and included displays o f

commemorat ive plates (depicting old frame church) and tiles (depicting currentsanctuary

building) as well as many pictures and other items o f interest. Revival services were held

the following week with former pastors serving as guest speakers: Rev. PrestonTaylor,



Rev.PaulWatlington,Rev.WalterL.Bradley,Dr.WilliamRhodenhiser,Rev.WilliamBruffeyConner,Rev.JosephRotellaandDr.GeorgeA.Sadler.Specialmusicwasrenderedeachnightbyseveralgroups:SalemBaptistChurchChoir,GoochlandBaptistChurchQuartet,FirstBaptist,ManakinChoir,soloistMaryPickensfromRichmond,andBonAirBaptistChurchQuartet.OnOctober23?thecongregationparticipatedintheplantingofa200"anniversarytreeonthefrontlawn.Mr.andMrs.HarryHenley(Ida)turnedthefirstshovelsofdirtintheactofplanting.OnthenextSunday,October238",Dover?scongregationworshippedatCannonMemorialChapel,UniversityofRichmond.Ourfinalanniversaryyearcelebrationwasaprogram?Christmas1773?withacovereddishsupperandserviceofCarolsandCommunion.Dovermember,Mr.CharlesM.Parker,waselectedtoafouryeartermasMember-At-LargeontheVirginiaBaptistGeneralBoard.Bankbalanceatyear?sendwas$3,995.48withEducationBuildingnote

at$2800.00.

CHURCHMEMBERSHIP?269SUNDAYSCHOOLENROLLMENT?152PASTOR?REV.JOHNP.ELLIOTT,JR.SUNDAYSCHOOLDIRECTOR?MR.CHARLES(CHUCK)BURBACHMissSharonGilleywasrecognizedfor18yearsofperfectSundaySchoolattendance.MissAliceMartinwaslicensedtotheministrybyWashingtonCityChurchoftheBrethern,Washington,D.C.Mr.CharlesM.ParkerwasspeakerforLayman?sDay.ADeaconordinationservicewasheldforMr.AtleeAmosandMr.WallyW.Platt.Mr.CharlesReynoldswaswelcomedintoDover?sfellowshipandemployedasStudentYouthMinister.Inthefall,justintimeforHomecoming,apicnicareaintheravinebehindthesanctuarybuildingwascompleted.Thisconsistedofcurvedservingandeatingtablesinabeautifulshadysetting.OnBaptistMen?sDay,messageswerebroughtbyMr.EdgarSmithandMr.WilliamSheppard.Mrs.RosalieAlvisservedasVBSprincipal.Threebaptismserviceswereheld.TheDoverandSalemadultchoirsjoinedinpresentingacantata?ChildJesus?directedbyMrs.RobertaCottrellofSalemandMrs.

MargaretWalkerofDover.
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 267

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT- 152

PASTOR - REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT. JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MR. CHARLES (CHU:CK) BURBACH

As we begin year 1975, Treasurer Mr. R. Earl Gowin reported $6,680.78 as balance in

checking account. Seventeen hundred fi f ty dollars ($1750.00) was balance due at Bank

o f Goochland on Education Building note. In January Business Session, thecongregation

approved a Recommendation from the Music Committee to purchase a pipe organ for

Dover?s sanctuary. The model selected was a free standing type, made by Casavant

Company o f Canada, to be purchased through Mr. Lawrence Walker, Casavant?s

representative in this area. Mr. Walker graciously donated his commission on this sale as

a gift to the church. Mr. Andy Griffey, local architect and Dover member, volunteered to

prepare a schedule o f work that wi l l be needed to implement the installation o f the organ.

Choir members and Music Committee, under leadership o f Mrs. Margaret Walker,

Sponsored several avenues throughout the year for raising funds for this purchase. It was

noted that Miss Sharon Gilley was doing a great job o f mowing the church lawn! In

February, the JUBILATE choral group from University Baptist Church, Charlottesville,

a group o f 40 University o f Virginia students sponsored by Baptist Student Union and

University Church, presented a program of sacred and secular music to a great crowd.

One o f Dover?s own young ladies, Miss Juanita Deck, a student at U V A , was a member

o f this chorus. Mr. Charles Reynolds came to Dover as Youth Minister in March, 1975.

He had spent several previous months working with RA?s at Peaks o f Otter and will b e a

student at University o f Richmond in the fall. The Landscaping Committee reported that

two dogwood trees have been planted and wi l low oaks wi l l be planted soon. The Special

Occasions Committee hosted a reception honoring Rev. and Mrs. Ell iott on their 2 5

wedding anniversary which also was the 25" anniversary o f Rev. Elliott?s ministry. A

pair o f silver candlelabra and other gifts were presented to the Elliotts as was am e m o r y

book o f cards and letters from relatives and friends. The church, under sponsorship o f
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the Youth, purchased a used bus to providetransportation for activities. Vacation Bible

School enrollment was 87. Rev. and Mrs. Elliott attended Baptist World Alliance i n

Stockholm, Sweden. The ownership o f the strip o f land between the old fence along the

west side o f the cemetery and Route 621 (now Manakin Road which had been relocated

slightly to the west) and in front o f the sanctuary building had been discussed for a

number o f years. Mr. John Smith presenteda letter from Goochland Attorney, Mr. Paul

H. Miller, stating that a search o f Goochland Clerk?s Office records indicated that this

land belongs to Dover Baptist Church. The BWC hosted the Area Fall Dinner Meeting at

Dover with around 60 ladies attending. Homecoming was cancelled due to sanctuary

construction work for installation of the new pipe organ. Dover?s congregation

worshipped with members o f First Baptist, Manakin, wi th Rev. Elliott bringing the

message. The Deaconesses prepared and delivered Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets

to communi ty shut-ins.

1976

C H U R C H MEMBERSHIP? 2 6 5

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 139

P A S T O R? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MR. MEREDITH ALVIS

Company No. 1 (Manakin) Volunteer Fire and Rescue members worshipped w i t h Dove r

i n a special service recognizing their service to our communi ty . The Ol ive Ridde l l

W . M . U . met w i t h Dover fo r their spring meeting w i t h around 100 ladies attending. The

Elvie Daves S.S. Class presented dogwood trees fo r the church grounds in memory o f

Mrs. E lv ie Gooch Daves who passed away on March 21, 1976. A service o f bapt ism was

held. Dover?s adult choir, dressed in colonial costumes, part icipated in Gooch land

County?s Bicentennial Day w i t h a f i f teen minute reci tal o f early Amer i can fo l k hymns.

A dedication service for the pipe organ was held on October 10°, Homecoming , w i t h a

recital by M r . Granvi l le Munson, Organist and Cho i r Master o f St. Stephen?s Episcopal

Church i n Richmond. Mrs . Eva Hen ley served as H o m e c o m i n g chairperson w i t h

approximately 200 folks in attendance. A week of revival services wi th guest evangelist
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Rev. Robert Melvin followed Homecoming. Mr. Robert Swift, Minister of Music at

Culpeper United Methodist Church, a former Goochland County resident and nephew of

Mr. William Sheppard, was guest organist for a program of Advent and Christmas music

on October 28". Mrs. Ruth Starke donated a piano to the church for the many music

Programs. An auction and bazaar were held in September at Ackerley?s barn next to the

home o f Meredith Alvis for the benefit o f the organ fund. The position o f Assistant Clerk

was approved and plans made to amend the Const i tu t ion and By -Laws to include this

office. Discussion was held regarding disposal o f old electronic organ. Subsequent sale

was made to a buyer in Culpeper for $300.00. The Sunday School picnic was held at

Few Acres pond. It was reported that a new seal was needed for the refrigerator door! In

November, the youth group, ?QUEST?, under leadership o f Mr. Charles Reynolds,

sponsored a ?This is Your Life!? program honoring Mrs. Pauline H. Staples for her many

years o f teaching in Dover Sunday School. Miss Alice Martin visited with Dover just

before her graduation from Seminary and reported that she had accepted a call to be

Pastor at The Church o f The Brethern in Champayne, IHinois. A decision was made by

congregation to instigate holding a Wednesday family night supper each quarter. 1976

treasurer?s report indicated balance on Education Building loan as $350.00.

1977

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 271

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 133

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P, ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ~ MR. DON NEAL
E e E N U I N E A L

A new floor was laid in the kitchen and sink faucets were replaced. A leaking restroom

commode was repaired anda rail installed on the stairway. This necessary work reported

by Buildings & Grounds Committee. Permission was granted to remove the w a l l

partition between two small classrooms in basement. Mr. Charles Reynolds submitted

his resignation as Youth Director due to heavy school schedule and recommended Mr.

Steve Webster for his replacement. Mr. Webster was subsequently hired in February for
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this position. The B & G Committee is again quite busy under direction o f Mr. John Smith

who reported that all radiators had been fixed. Congratulations extended to Miss Kel l ie

Burton who won a mini-spelling bee at her school. Rev. Ell iott reported that Greenwood

Memorial Gardens Cemetery had given the church four burial spaces ? two for Rev. and

Mrs. Ell iott and the other two for use as the church wishes. The W.M.U. reports that they

are now sponsoring/supporting a Korean child through Christian Children?s Fund.

Bookcases were given for the library in memory o f Mrs. Elv ie Daves. Two baptismal

services were held. Congratulations extended to Mr. Charles Reynolds and Miss Paige

Clarke on their graduation from University o f Richmond. The water pump has been

stolen! ? but replaced. Mrs. Lois Henley served as Homecoming chair. Mr . David

Roberts reported for Deacons that they had delivered Homecoming lunches to

homebound and shut-ins. The Music Committee scheduled another bazaar/bake sale/yard

sale for benefit o f the organ fund. Mr. Charles Reynolds was commissioned as a

Missionary Journeyman to serve two years in Austria. A budget for 1978 was presented

and approved at $27,194.00. A bequest to the Cemetery Fund was received f rom the

estate o f Mr. George W. Henley. A Christmas cantata ?A Son is Given? was presented

by the adult choir.

1978

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 269

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 95

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ~ MRS. K A T H Y ROBERTS

Congregational approval granted for Trustees to invest bequest f rom estate o f Mr. George

W. Henley in a 6-year Certificate o f Deposit. Mo t ion made and approved to amend

Constitution and By-Laws to appoint Deacon Board chairman as Moderator for business

sessions. I n June, the church received letter o f resignation f rom Rev. El l io t t to be

effective the 3 0 " o f the month. A pulpi t search committee was elected, as fo l lows: M r .

Meredith Alv is, Mrs. Kathleen Bullard, Mrs. Edi th Durrett, Mr . Russell Hester and M r .

Ma rk Smith. This committee was instructed to offer a pastor?s salary range at $10,000 to
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$14,000 and they were charged with securing supply pastors. A reception was held for

Rev. and Mrs. Elliott with a cash gift from the congregation along with other gifts being

presented. A Baptismal service was held on the Sunday evening o f Rev. Elliott?s

retirement. Congratulations extended to Mrs. Audrey Smith on her graduation from

Richmond Public School of Practical Nursing. VBS was held with Mrs. Eva Henley as

Director and an enrollment o f 98. Mrs. Kathleen Bullard was elected chairman for

Homecoming. Dr. Thomas O. Hall was Homecoming speaker and there was no revival

following Homecoming this year. Mrs. Margaret Mulhollen, reporting for W.M.U. said

they had gained two new members fora total o f fifteen on roll. An Acteens group has

been organized. Mrs. Barbara Stone was elected BWC chairman. On November 26", in

a special called business session, the Pulpit Search Committee presented the name o f

Rev. John C. Cowell as candidate to pastor Dover. Forty-five members were present and

an approval vote was taken by secret ballot. Rev. Cowell said he would assume duties as

o f January Ist, 1979. Treasurer, Mrs. Kathy Roberts, reported that receipts, fo r 1978,

exceeded expenditures by $1201.62.

1979

C H U R C H M E M B E R S H I P ? 272

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T -9 3

PASTOR ? REV. JOHN C. C O W E L L

S U N D A Y SCHOOL D I R E C T O R ? MR. W I L L I A M SHEPPARD

A reception was held by Deaconesses fo r new pastor Rev. John C. Cowel l and his wife,

Bronwyn. A mot ion was approved to have Constitution & By-Laws amended to include

the off ice and duties o f Church W.M.U. Director. Rev. Cowell thanked the congregation

fo r the recent reception given fo r h im and Bronwyn and expressed his appreciation to

off icers and committee chairmen fo r their thorough reports. A Deacon ordination service

was held for M r . Leonard Burton. Congratulations extended to Miss Sharon Gi l ley on

her recent graduation f rom St. Luke?s School o f Nursing. Special congratulations to Miss

Eve lyn Deck on her high school graduation as Valedictorian. Insurance has been

increased to cover church buildings and contents including pipe organ. A lso included is
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bus insurance. Discussion ensued as to whether to sell the bus due to expenses incurred

for its maintenance, etc. Trustees were charged to investigate expenses associated wi th

bus upkeep versus consideration to rent a bus/van for needed occasions. VBS enrollment

was 85. Miss Juanita Deck reported that a Youth Retreat was attended by 17 youth. T h e

B W C hosted their Federation dinner meeting. Seventeen youth and three adults attended

Eagle Eyrie under leadership o f Mrs. Lorraine Charlton. Rules for wedding procedures,

as presented by Mrs. Kathleen Bullard, Music Committee chairman, were approved. T h e

Constitution & By-Laws are again amended to include Youth Committee. Mrs. Joyce

Smith was elected to serve as Homecoming chairman. Mr. Steve Webster, a former

Youth worker here at Dover, is now serving as a Missionary Journeyman in France.

Budget for year 1980 was approved as $30,360.00. The Buildings & Grounds committee

reported that some o f the plumbing problems had been corrected, the furnace room had

been cleaned and work was progressing on clearing clutter f rom closets. Memorial gifts

for the late Mrs. Louise Moses were used to plant a wi l low oak tree in front o f sanctuary.

A Christmas drama, ?Gift Wrap, Please?, was directed by Mrs. Eva Henley.

1980

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 272

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ~ 93

PASTOR -? REV. JOHN C. C O W E L L

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. ROSALIE A L V I S

A motion was made and approved to install storm windows on both buildings as wel l as

installation o f weather stripping on all doors. A t a called meeting on March 9" , Mr.

Rusty Curling, a Virg in ia Commonwealth University senior, was presented and approved

as Youth Director. Deaconess chair, Mrs. Kathleen Bullard, said they had assisted w i t h

baptismal service candidates and were involved wi th repairing baptismal robes. The

W.MLU. continues to meet and made Easter bunnies for children hospitalized at Medical

College o f Virginia. The B W C continues to do programs at River Road Nursing Home

and Acteens meet regularly. Mr . Charles Reynolds was ordained to the ministry in his
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home church, Chestnut Grove, near Charlottesville. The subject o f liability insurance

was again discussed having been tabled for study from a previous business session.

Advice was assigned to Trustees to contact the Baptist Board to determine the church?s

legal responsibility in this matter. A subsequent report from a Baptist Board attorney

indicated that the church should ?take no further action on this matter other than to check

with our insurance carrier regarding the amount o f liability coverage? in force. Mrs. Eva

Henley directed VBS with 71 enrolled. It was reported by Mrs. Margaret Thieme,

W.M.U. Director, ?that not as many are active. Day group is decreasing, youth are not

functioning. The Acteens are not meeting and the GA?s have no leader?. She asked for

special prayers regarding missions work. A church party was held in August for Mrs.

Hattie Jones as she celebrated her 96" birthday. The Library committee, under direction

o f Miss Juanita Deck, presented ?Media Center General Policies & Procedures? that

would be used in administrating the Media Center as they work on reclassification o f

materials.

1981

C H U R C H M E M B E R S H I P ? 272

S U N D A Y S C H O O L E N R O L L M E N T - 91

P A S T O R ? REV. J O H N C. C O W E L L

S U N D A Y SCHOOL D I R E C T O R ? MR. D A V I D ROBERTS

Budget for year was approved at $32,248.00. I t was reported that the missions groups

(day/WMU & night/BWC) were now meeting together. Night group members

volunteered to provide transportation for members o f day group so they could attend

night meetings. Mrs. Barbara Stone is guiding the church music programs. Business

session approved motion to dispose o f bus and advertise in Religious Herald for a buyer.

The bus was subsequently sold to Hatcher Memorial Baptist Church for $500.00 to be

used for Scout Troop transportation. Congratulat ions to Miss Sharon Gi l ley on receiving
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an Arts & Science Scholarship Award f rom Virg in ia Commonweal th University. A

Bib le Conference was held wi th Dr. David James-Morse f rom Wales as speaker. Salem

Baptist and Goochland Baptist Churches jo ined wi th Dover for this study. Mrs. Kathy

Roberts was Director for VBS. In July, Rev. Cowel l presented his letter o f resignation,

effective August 9" , saying he had accepted a posit ion at Kings College in Bristol,

Tennessee. Four youth, along wi th Youth Minister Rusty Curl ing, attended Eagle Eyrie.

Mo t ion passed to hold Homecoming on the third Sunday o f September instead o f in

October to get away from cooler weather and take advantage o f opportunity to use the

picnic area. Mrs. Gerry Ewing was elected chairman o f Homecoming. A Pulpit Search

Committee was appointed as fol lows: Mr. Dave Roberts, chairman, Mr. M i ke Cox, Mrs.

Sue Cox, Mrs. Kathy Roberts, Mr . Leonard Burton, Mrs. Carol Burton and Mrs. Barbara

Stone. Committee chair asked for pay approval for supply speakers and reported that

committee was hearing candidates. A salary range o f $18,000 to $22,000 for a fu l l - t ime

pastor was approved.

1982

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 252

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 92

PASTOR ? REV. W A L T E R M A Y E S (6/82)

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MR. W A L L Y P L A T T

Deacons reported that a proposal to rent the Education Bu i ld ing fo r purpose o f operating

a Day Care Center had been received f rom Mr. and Mrs. Dennis (Debi) Parker.

D i scuss i on fo l lowed on the need for such a faci l i ty and the financial and legal

responsibil it ies o f the church in such an endeavor. The Deacon Board was instructed to

consider this request and make recommendation fo r church action. (This matter was

subsequently brought before the congregation for vote and turned down.) A called

business session was held on March 2 ? to hear recommendation f r om Pulpi t Search

Commit tee fo r Dove r pastor. The name o f Rev. Walter Mayes was presented. He w i l l be

available by f i rst Sunday in June after school classes close. The vote was unanimous to



25

call Rev. Mayes. Miss Juanita Deck served as VBS Director. The S.S. picnic was held

at Naylor?s Beach on suggestion o f Mr. Wally Platt. In mid-year, a balance o f $9,508.18

was reported as working funds. A coffee reception was held to welcome Rev. Mayes, his

wife Kaye and two sons. Mrs. Patricia Heffinger was elected chair person for

Homecoming. An extension telephone was installed in the Education Building. A

bequest was received from the estates o f Mrs. Esther (Cosby) Pickins and Mr. Samuel

Pickins. The Buildings & Grounds committee again has a number o f items on their

agenda: front columns and steeple need repair; the storm windows have not been

installed; the church needs painting and there is an odor and dampness problem in the

basement classrooms and restrooms. The budget for 1983 was approved at $40,689.00.

The congregation sponsored a needy family through the Goochland County Christmas

Mother program and the choir presented a cantata ?The Night the Angels Sang?.

1 9 8 3

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 253

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 74

PASTOR ? REV, WALTER MAYES

PASTOR EMERITUS ~ REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR. (JUNE)

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MISS JUANITA DECK

A recept ion was held fo r Rev. and Mrs. John P. El l io t t , Jr. honor ing h im as Dover?s

Pastor Emeri tus and thanking h i m for his leadership and dedication to this congregation

dur ing his t ime o f being Inter im Pastor. Congratulat ions to Mrs. Frances F. K. Wang on

the successful passing o f her cit izenship examination. Eleven youth attendeda retreat at

Eagle Eyrie. Rev. Mayes attended, fo r study and teaching, the Hebrew Univers i ty i n

Israel dur ing the month o f July. Carpet was installed over tiles in the sanctuary and

ad jo in ing rooms. A successful V B S was reported w i t h around 40 students attending.

This was the f i rst t ime that V B S was held at night. Homecoming was celebrated w i t h

Rev. Wal ter L. Brad ley as guest speaker assisted by Rev. John P. El l io t t , Jr., bo th former

pastors at Dover. First ment ion was made o f having a ?Deck the Halls? party and
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covered dish supper to decorate the church for Christmas. A budget o f $36,912.00 was

approved for the year 1984.

1984

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 251

SUNDAY SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 56

PASTOR ?- REV. W A L T E R M A Y E S

PASTOR EMERITUS ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MISS J U A N I T A D E C K

Treasurer, Mrs. Lois P. Henley, reported a balance in Treasury o f $2,525.94. She also

reported that the average weekly offering in 1983 was only $365.24 wi th $709.85 needed

to meet budget expenses. A cabinet was (finally) purchased to be placed in vestibule to

house old communion set and other memorabilia. Mr. V i rg i l Ewing was elected

H o m e c o m i n g chai rman. The congregat ion voted to sponsor a B o y Scou t T r o o p . The

Deaconesses hosted a party honoring the birthdays o f two sisters, Mrs. Ruth Henley on

her 92"¢ and Miss Roberta Gordon on her 90". The ladies o f the church sponsored a baby

shower for Mrs. Kaye Mayes. The W M U reported that they were sponsoring Miss

Juanita Deck to attend an Evangelical Crusade in London, England. A S.S. picnic was

held at. Westview-on-the-James. A bequest from the estate o f Dover friend, Miss Anna

Fuller (sister o f Mrs. Margaret Mulhol len), was received. Sunday School attendance

reported as very low. The W M U has been re-organized wi th 16 ladies on roll. Mrs. Lo is

P. Henley was elected Director assuming this posit ion f rom Mrs. Margaret Mu lho l l en

who had led the ladies for many years. A softball team has been organized and a

?Children?s Time? has been added to the Sunday moming worship service. I nOc tobe r ,

Rev. Mayes submitted his letter o f resignation to be effective on December 30" . A Pulpi t

Search committee was elected consisting o f Mrs. Joyce Smith, Mrs . Sandy Duke, Miss

Juanita Deck, Mr. Dave Roberts and Mrs. Charles Burton.
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1985

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 244

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 6 5

PASTOR ~ DR. BEN BRUNER (INTERIM APRIL - NOVEMBER)

PASTOR EMERITUS ?- REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ~ MISS JUANITA DECK

The adult cho i r jo ined wi th the Berea Baptist Church cho i r to present an Easter cantata as

reported by Mrs. Barbara Stone. The Pulpi t Search committee chairman, Mrs. Joyce

Smith, said the committee was work ing w i t h Associat ion representatives and their

Suggested guidelines for interviewing/hearing prospective pastors. I n Ap r i l , the name o f

Dr . Ben Bruner was submitted and approved to be Inter im Pastor. V B S was planned and

again was held at night. There was an average attendance o f 40 and for the f i rst t ime, an

A d u l t class was held. The sanctuary was painted by M r . Edgar Smith. Chairman fo r

Homecoming was approved as Mrs. Rosalie Alv is. The proposal fo r Dover to sponsor a

Boy Scout Troop was again discussed and dropped due to lack o f interest and no leader

available. Mrs. Joyce Smith was elected Director for the upcoming W o r l d Missions

Conference that Dover and other Associat ion churches w i l l participate in. Members

provided bed and board fo r v is i t ing missionaries and provided transportation to other

churches where these missionaries were scheduled to speak. In October, the P u l p i t

Search committee presented, and the congregation approved, the cal l ing o f Dr . W i l l i a m

R. Ho l l i s as pastor. He w i l l be available in two weeks.
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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 259

PASTOR- DR,W I L L I A MR,HOLLIS

DAY ~ MISS JU :

An ordination service was held tor Deacons and Deaconesses. Plans were made to

celebrate the 20" anniversary o f the establishment o f Dover's Elizabeth E. DuVal

Memorial Library, An annual budget for 1986 was approved totaling $42,296.00.

Congratulations were extended to Miss Janis Roberts who had recently been tapped into

the National Honor Society Chapter at Goochland High School. Baptismal services were

held on Palm Sunday. Mrs. Kathy Roberts and Mrs. Georgia Burton were elected to co-

chair Homecoming. The Trustees reported on their previous charge to review past estate

bequests and determine which gifts should be set aside for cemetery perpetual care and

which gifts should be invested for church use. Their recommendation stated that all

funds bequeathed to the Cemetery Fund be invested in one location and that existing

VEPCO stock be sold and added to this account. Other bequests which were received as

?unspecified? should be placed in a Certificate o f Deposit wi th stipulation that interest be

earmarked for buildings and grounds projects. Flame proof sheers were purchased for

windows in the sanctuary, balcony and baptistry. Chair cushions were purchased for

pulpit chairs. VBS met wi th attendance o f 48. Nine youth attended Eagle Eyrie wi th

chaperones Mr. and Mrs. Cecil (Ham and Linda) Nuckols. A Dedication Service for the

Scotland Partnership Evangelistic Team members (Joyce and Edgar Smith, Kathy

Roberts, Charles and Georgia Burton, Juanita Deck, Rev. and Mrs. Holl is) was held on

September 2 8 " just prior to their departure on October 2 " . A congregational covered

dish supper was held honoring Mrs. Ruth Henley on her 9 5 " birthday. Mot ion was made

and approved to start a fund for purpose o f purchasing pew cushions. This project was

funded by use o f memorial donations made by Mrs. Vi rg ie Webb, Mr. Wal ly Platt and

Mrs. Gerry Ewing. A Christmas cantata ?The Night the Angels Sang? was presented by

adult choir.

@
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1987

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 258

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 69

PASTOR ? DR. W I L L I A M R. HOLLIS

PASTOR EMERITUS ~ REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.
S o S T N

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ?- MRS. JOYCE SMITH
? ? ? _ ? _ S E E E V R A T W N I O T U E O M L T

The church received a crystal goblet that had been a possession o f Rev. William Webber,

Dover?s founding Pastor, from Miss Elizabeth Angle, a f ifth generation granddaughter of

Rev. Webber. The Olive Riddell WMU group met with Dover W M U in the fall. Soup

bowls are needed for the kitchen!! Invitation was extended to Rev. and Mrs. (Ann)

Topping and Mr, George McQueen and several others from Scotland to come to Dover

to participate in Homecoming and revival services in the fall. The Dover evangelistic

team who had been to Scotland last year volunteered to chair Homecoming and plan

activities for these guests. The WMU entertained the visiting group with a luncheon and

visit to nearby Tuckahoe Plantation. The group enjoyed tours o f County places o f

interest and visited the Missionary Learning Center at Rockville. The BWC sponsored a

project to handcraft Chrismon ornaments for the sanctuary Christmas tree. They also

baked 100 dozen cookies for Chimbarazo VBS. Special plans were made to participate

in the 100" anniversary o f WMU to be held in Richmond next year. The possibility of a

partnership evangelistic team trip to Australia was discussed with invitation to all who

would like to go. The Youth group is being led by Mr. Edgar Smith and Mr. Charles

Burton. They are an active group ? studying the Bible, taking rafting trips, visits to

Kings Dominion and pool parties. The Men?s adult Sunday School class was named the

?William Durrett Bible Class? honoring this classes? long time teacher. The Buildings &

Grounds committee reported many activities ? a general ?spruce up? o f buildings and

grounds; broken tiles replaced in basement floors; broken windows and lights replaced;

air conditioner was repaired. Consideration was given to construction of an outside

handicap ramp ?n o action taken. Mr. Robert B. Stone, (14 year old son? a t the time - o f

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Stone), was pictured on theRel ig iousHera ld cover (issue o f

September 24, 1987) ringing Dover?s steeple bell in connection with bell ringing across
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the nation celebrating the bicentennial o f the U.S. Constitution. Dover?s bell had been

earlier presented to the church by Mr. J. Boyd Webb. Finalization for a prior proposal to

purchase chimes was approved. Dover?s adult choir worshipped wi th First Baptist,

Manakin, during their revival week.

1988

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 248

S U N D A Y SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 107

PASTOR ? DR W I L L I A M R. HOLLIS

PASTOR EMERITUS ? REV. JOHN P. ELLIOTT, JR.

SUNDAY SCHOOL D I R E C T O R? MRS. JOYCE SMITH

Plans for the handicap ramp were tabled. Consideration was given to the purchase or

rental o f a copy machine ? no action. Mrs. Patricia Heffinger was elected Deaconess

chairman. Hymn books were reported as ?deteriorating? and suggestion made to

purchase new books. Decision made to hold o f f purchase until the New Baptist Hymnal

would be published ? scheduled for spring o f 1990. A placque was approved to list

memorial donations to the chimes fund. Congratulations were extended to Miss Lindsey

Alv is on her induction into the Qui l l and Scroll Journalism Society and her Cum Laude

graduation from Collegiate School. Bible racks, crafted by Mr. Wi l l i am Sheppard, were

installed under pews and memorial bibles were purchased by W M U in memory o f Miss

Roberta Gordon. Miss Juanita Deck was elected to serve as Homecoming chairman.

Dover held their WMU/SBC Centennial Celebration in May. W M U ladies conducted the

morning program and many dressed in clothing depicting styles o f the past 100 years.

Mrs. Lois Henley presented an overview o f missions and the work o f W M U . Mrs. Mary

K. Sheppard presented a talk ?Missions: The Early Years?. Dr. Joan Goatcher, a former

missions worker in Thailand and India, was guest speaker. The children?s choir

performed the Sunbeam song. Approximately 11,000 W M U women descended on

Richmond to attend the 2-day 100" birthday celebration. Richmond was the site o f

WMU?s founding in 1888. The storm windows were (f inal ly) reported as complete.

Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard, reporting for the Cemetery committee, said that 24 unmarked

gravesites have been identified and small stones (12? x 10?) wi th name, dates o f bir th and
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death, have been placed to mark these graves. Also, 4 brick-sized stones have been

ordered to provide addit ional information fo r four Confederate Veteran gravesites. Mrs.

Sheppard also reported that the W M U wishes to take on project to publish the church

history compi led by Mrs. Helene Barret Agee. The W M U asked fo r f inancial help f r om

the church ? one-half o f the cost to publish ? which would be returned to churcht reasu ry

f r om sales proceeds. This project was approved and the loan was subsequently repaid in

January 1989. A team o f nine (Rev. and Mrs. Holl is, Joyce and Edgar Smith, Charles

and Georgia Burton, Juanita Deck, Judy Gi l ley and Sara Rowe) journeyed to Austral ia on

@ missions trip. Ordination service fo r new Deacons was held on Palm Sunday. In late

1988, a group (Rev. and Mrs. Holl is, George Powers, Barbara and Ol iver Stone, Edgar

Smith, Wi l l i am and Mary K. Sheppard) hiked into the woods across Manakin Road in

search o f the site o f the old Dover Meeting House. A n area indicating grave sinks was

located and a small wooden cross was planted. Our fel lowship was deeply saddened by

the death o f our beloved former Pastor (January 1968 ? July 1978) and Pastor Emeritus

(June 1983 ? October 1988) John P. El l io t t , Jr. Rev. Charles Reynolds, a former Dover

Youth Director, was guest speaker on a vis i t in October. The W M U and Elvie Daves

Bib le Class collected gifts and toys for the Oregon H i l l Center Christmas Shop. A

dedication service for the organ chimes was planned for next year.

1989

C H U R C H M E M B E R S H I P ? 247

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ~ 76

PASTOR ? DR. W I L L I A M R. H O L L I S

S U N D A Y SCHOOL D I R E C T O R ? MISS J U A N I T A D E C K

Bank balance reported as $12,055.26 by Treasurer, Mrs. Lois Henley. I n February,

Sunday School and worship service were cancelled due to snow. A l ightning strike that

caused minor damage to the pipe organ was repaired. The W M U reported that they are

part icipating in the Ukrops/Golden Gi f t program hoping to purchase a T V / V C R fo r

Sunday School and church use. Dover noted w i t h regret the death o f former Pastor, Rev.
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Randolph Hall, who served here from January 1950 to December 1951, during which

time the old frame church burned. Miss Juanita Deck suggested that a Church Council be

established to coordinate activities and set goals for Sunday School and church projects.

She agreed to prepare, for approval, an amendment to the Constitution & By-Laws to this

affect. A pictorial directory was discussed but no action taken due to lack o f interest.

Mrs. Linda Nuckols was elected to chair Deaconesses and Mr. Charles Burton wi l l chair

Deacon Board. Dover was open to visitors during the Fall Goochland Historical Society

House tour. Mrs. Jackie Holl is provided organ music during this time and hostesses,

dressed in colonial costumes, provided church historical facts for visitors. Eleven youth

attended a Fall Youth Conference in Pennsylvania. Funds for van rental and gasoline

were approved. The church received a bequest from the Wi l l o f Mrs. Hazel B. Manning,

a local resident and friend o f Dover. Services were again cancelled in early December

because o f ice and snow.

1990

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 243

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 72

PASTOR ? DR. W I L L I A M R. HOLLIS

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MISS J U A N I T A DECK

Adu l t choir members journeyed to Nashville, Tennessee, in March to attend the 150%

anniversary o f Southern Baptist Convention?s Music Department. The 1991 Edit ion o f

Baptist Hymnal was unveiled and dedicated at this time. F i f ty new hymnals were

purchased and paid for by member donations. W M U purchased a T V / V C R for church

and Sunday School use. The Youth group attended Busch Gardens. Updated air

conditioning for the sanctuary was installed by Barnett Company. A successful VBS,

directed by Mrs. Jackie Holl is, was well attended and the annual picnic was planned. The

W M U , jo in t ly wi th Salem Baptist Church W M U , held a birthday party for Women?s

Correctional Center residents, playing bingo and serving cupcakes. The possibility o f

hir ing a part-time Youth Director was discussed. Mr. Charles Burton and Mrs. K a t h y
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Roberts led Homecoming celebration. Several additional cemetery gravesites have been

identified and markers are on order. Budget for 1991 approved as $56,743.00.

1991

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 249

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 78

PASTOR ? DR. W I L L I A M R. HOLLIS (THRU NOV.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL D I R E C T O R? MRS. SARA ROWE
? a a I I N A IN W E

Average attendance in Sunday School was reported as 28 wi th enrol lment o f 68. The

W M U madea vis i t to the V i r g i n i a Baptist Historical Society enjoying a tour o f this

fac i l i ty and a talk by Executive Director Fred Anderson. Dover?s V B S was attended by

38 students. A V B S activi ty was making over a hundred batches o f play dough for

Wh i t comb Court V B S in Richmond. The B W C prepared a meal for Ronald McDonald

House guests and prepared ?goody bags? fo r a homeless shelter in Richmond. I n June,

members o f Goochland County?s Chapter o f Uni ted Daughters o f the Confederacy visited

Dover?s cemetery to commemorate and honor the lives o f seventeen Confederate

Veterans buried here. Mrs. Ma ry K. Sheppard, church Historian, gave the group a brief

h istory o f Dover Church and our cemetery after which a Confederate f lag was placed at

each veteran?s grave. A f lag was also placed at the gravesite o f Miss Elizabeth E. DuVal ,

a Real Daughter o f the Confederacy. Mrs. Sheppard told the group that the 17 veterans

buried here were local men, most being members o f Dover?s congregation. Eight o f the

seventeen served in Co. F, 234 Infantry, CSA, known as the G O O C H L A N D GRAYS.

D r . Hol l is , early in the year announced that he planned to retire by the end o f the year. A

Pastoral Search committee was elected consisting o f Mr. Cecil Nuckols, M r . W i l l i a m

Sheppard, Mrs. Rosalie Alv is, Mrs. Kathy Roberts, Mrs. Sara Rowe and Mrs. Georgia

Burton. Plans were approved to mic ro f i lm old church records presently stored at Vi rg in ia

Baptist Historical Society and Historian was charged wi th investigating what records

were on f i le there. The Ol ive Riddel l group met w i t h Dover W.M.U. wi th 72 ladies

attending. This program honored the upcoming 100" birthdays o f two long t ime group
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members ~ Mrs. Vernon Noel from Berea Baptist Church W.M.U. and Mrs. Ruth

Henley from Dover's W.M.U. Mrs. Rosalie Alvis and Mrs. Sara Rowe served as co-

chairs for Homecoming. The old communion service was re-silvered as a memorial to

Mrs. Pauline Staples, a long time Dover member and Sunday School teacher. A re-

dedication service was held in November. A reception was held for retiring Pastor Hollis

and wife, Jackie. A ?Remembrance Quilt?, made by church members, was presented.

1992

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 249

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 60

PASTOR ? REV. RONALD C. H A L L (MAY)

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. SARA ROWE

A re-dedication o f the Library (25 " anniversary) was held. The Constitut ion & By-

Laws, Ar t ic le on Deacons, was amended to call for a total o f 12 Deacons, male and

female members. This was a combination o f the exist ing 9 member Deacon Board and

the 9 member Deaconess Board into one Board. A called meeting was held to hear

resume o f candidate recommendation f rom Pastoral Search Committee, w i t h the name o f

Rev. Ronald C. Hall , presented. Rev. Hal l was accepted and w i l l assume duties on M a y

Ist. Mrs. Rosalie A l v i s and Mrs. Ma ry K. Sheppard were elected to chair Homecoming

festivit ies. Approval was granted to the fami ly o f the late Mr. J. Boyd Webb and Mrs.

Vi rg ie Osborne Webb to present a memorial stained w indow which wou ld be placed on

back wa l l above baptistry. (This beautiful w indow was dedicated at Homecoming 1992.)

A welcoming reception was held for Rev. Hall , his wife, Celeste, and two daughters, Sara

and Caroline. Approval was granted to Bui ldings & Grounds Committee, per their

request, to upgrade and renovate basement restrooms. The W M U (day and night groups)

sponsored a project to dress dolls and bears for the Salvation A r m y Christmas program.

Rev. Hal l presented a Christmas program ?The Fourth Wiseman?. A contract to have the

f i rst Dover pictorial directory published was agreed upon.
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1993

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 232

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT -4 1

PASTOR ?- REV. RONALD C. H A L L

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR - MRS. SARA ROWE

Treasurer reported balance o f $15,544.44. The W M U continues to have month ly

meet ings and covered dish luncheons. Miss Juanita Deck continues work w i t h the

R A / G A groups (7 on roll). The 2 2 0 anniversary Homecoming, co-chaired by Ms. Sara

Rowe and Mrs. Ma ry K . Sheppard, was held w i t h Mr. Fred Anderson, Executive Director

o f the V i rg in ia Baptist Historical Society as guest speaker. He presented ?A Monologue

Portrayal o f John Waller?. V B S theme was ?Summershine? directed by Miss Juanita

Deck. Historian, Mrs. Ma ry K. Sheppard, requested approval to loan the old si lver

communion set and Wi l l i am Webber?s goblet to the exhibi t o f County Churches

sponsored by the Goochland Historical Society. Congratulations extended to Mrs. Joyce

Smith on her graduation f rom Universi ty o f R ichmond w i t h a Bachelor o f Ar ts degree.

The Deacon Board reported that Dover?s membership ro l l had been divided among

Deacons for purpose o f implementing a ?Family Min is t ry Plan?. The W M U , w i t h 16 on

rol l , sponsored congregational project ?Seeds fo r Croatia?, A revised Const i tut ion &

By -Laws was approved as well as regulations relat ing to weddings held in Dover

sanctuary. The Youth committee presented guidelines for f i l l i ng a summer Youth

Director position. V B S was termed a success w i t h 46 enrolled. In late summer o f 1993,

the congregation assumed a missions project, in cooperation w i t h Capital Area Agency

on Aging , that wou ld assist wi th bui lding a home for a needy Goochland County resident.

M iss Catherine Tutterow was called as part-time Youth Director for 1994 (no mention in

minutes o f resignation o f Miss Alyssa Traylor who had been called earlier inyear . )
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1994

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 240

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 82

PASTOR - REV. R O N A L D C. H A L L

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR - MRS. S A R A ROWE

Treasurer, Mrs. Lois Henley, reported that church did not meet the 1993 budget. The

W M U is active, reporting many service projects: again dressed dolls and bears for The

Salvation Army Christmas project; decorated paint cans and fi l led with goodies for shut-

ins; donated $100 to the church mission project to build a home for a needy Goochland

County resident; collected food for Family Service food pantry; enjoyed a t r ip and lunch

to visit the Anne Franck exhibit at University o f Richmond. The night group is not

presently meeting. The project to provide assistance in building a home for County

resident continued. Funds for materials were raised by members and outside work was

completed. Other organizations and area Churches pitched in to help so as to gett h i s

person ?housed? before winter. RA /GA group met regularly and collected school

supplies for a mission church in Tennessee. Music Director, Mrs. Barbara Stone,

reported that a picture o f Dover Church was featured on cover o f recent issue o f ?Glory

Songs?, a publication o f the SBC Church Music Department. Homecoming was held

wi th Mrs. Nancy Elliott, wife o f former Dover Pastor, John P. Elliott, as speaker. Rev.

Hal l organized a three month schedule o f congregational covered dish suppers wi th

speakers: Dr. Reginald McDonald, Dr. Tom Graves and Dr. Don Sewell. A Benevolent

Fund was established wi th a maximum balance o f $500 to be used for emergency needs

in our community. This Fund was named in honor o f Rev. John P. Elliott. The Nursery

areas were up-graded and the parking area was asphalt paved. Landscape dividers w i t h

trees and lights were installed. A reception was held honoring Mrs. Lois Henley who

was retiring f rom our Treasurer position after serving eleven years. Dover hosted the fal l

meeting o f the Goochland County Historical Society. Christmas 1994 was celebrated

wi th a fifteen foot Poinsettia tree wi th plants being donated i n memory or in honor o f

l o v e d ones.

0)
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1995

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ~ 236

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 122

PASTOR ? REV. RONALD C. H A L L

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. SARA ROWE

Not ice was received that Dover Bapt ist Church along w i t h three other churches w o u l d be

recipients o f assets f rom the W i l l o f Mrs. Pansy J. Gary. Mrs. Gary?s grandmother was a

long-ago member o f Dover and is buried in our cemetery. The Trustees reported that this

g i f t could be approximately $399,000 after assets and property are sold. The W M U

group vis i ted Lot t ie Moon?s burial site in Crewe, Virg in ia, viewed a f i l m on Miss Moon?s

fo r ty year min is t ry and toured Crewe Baptist Church, where several beaut i fu l stained

w indows are in Miss Moon?s memory. Mrs. Pol ly Deck continues to lead Miss ion

Friends. A Long Range Planning committee was elected to formulate a v is ion fo r future

missions o f Dover. Rev. Rex Bennett chaired this committee w i t h members Mrs. Carol

Bur ton, Miss Heather Nuckols, Ms. Sara Rowe, Mrs. Ma ry K . Sheppard, M r . Dave

Roberts and Miss Sharon Gil ley. V B S was held w i t h Ms . Sara Rowe and Mrs. Janet

H a w k as co-directors. Rev. Richard Moore was Homecoming speaker. There is no

record o f current Youth Director, Miss Cathy Tutterow, leaving church employment;

however, the Personnel committee reported that they are i n process o f securing a

replacement and subsequently, M iss Alyssa Tray lor is reported as leading youth and

children?s activit ies. A committee was elected to provide assistance w i t h cemetery

informat ion. Mrs . Ma ry K. Sheppard chaired this group wi th members Mr. Meredith

A l v i s , Mrs. Joe Ann Proff i t t , Mrs. Joyce Smith and Mr. Leonard Burton. Dover

entertained, j o i n t l y w i t h St. Matthew?s Methodist Church, a boys choir ?Les Petits

Chanteurs D u Comte De Flandre? f rom Flanders, France. Several o f the boys stayed

w i t h Dover famil ies. The Buildings & Grounds committee made request for addit ional

dol lars over those in current budget to provide needed repairs/maintenance: water l ine

replacement; instal lat ion o f f i l ter on water system to prevent clogging; attention to

drainage problem in front lawn; church exterior needs repair and paint. They are
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pursuing installation o f vinyl siding for steeple and outside trim in lieu o f painting.

Funds received froma partial distribution from the Pansy Gary estate were approved to

cover these expenditures. The Cemetery committee reported that a fu l l testing/probing

of the cemetery area had been done and existing grave sites have been plotted. The

?prob ing? was executed b y a representat ive f r o m Joseph B l i l e y Funera l H o m e who w a s

exper ienced i n tes t ing o ld cemete ry sites. T h i s c o m m i t t e e also requested that a r e v i e w

o f past bequests to Dover?s cemetery be examined to determine gifts that were specific to

cemetery perpetual care and establish a Cemetery Fund for these monies. The Charlie R.

Gi l ley fami ly gifted the church wi th a grand piano in memory o f their daughter, Miss

Karon Ann Gilley. An ordination service for new Deacons was held. A letter o f

resignation, effective October 1", from Miss Alyssa Traylor, Director o f Youth and

Children, was accepted. A budget for 1996 was approved as $87,097.00. A

Recommendation from the previously appointed Long Range Planning Committee dealt

wi th several items: (1) request to Personnel committee to employ a part-time Church

Secretary; (2) a request to Trustees to explore possibility for obtaining additional land;

(3) a request to congregation to establish a new committee ? Bui lding Survey committee

? to seek ways to better utilize existing space; (4) pursue new church signs to advertise

our location and (5) explore ideas for outreach and bus ministry. ? A Child?s

Remembrances?, memories o f her childhood years at Dover, by Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard,

was published in Goochland County Historical Society Magazine, V O L 27, 1995. This

article is attached as E X H I B I T III.

1996

C H U R C H MEMBERSHIP ? 230

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 85

PASTOR ? REV. R O N A L D C. H A L L ( T H R U O C T O B E R )

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. J A N E T H A W K

Plans were discussed and approved for installation o f an elevator to provide handicapped

access in the sanctuary building. Access f rom outside was located at the side entrance

w i t h l i f t going up to the sanctuary level as we l l as down to the basement level. Gay

Elevator Company provided bid o f $29,727.00 and installation was completed in August.
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A 1995 Ford 15 passenger van was purchased from Parrish Motor Company at a cost o f

$19,289.88. A committee to oversee usage and operation o f the van was approved as

follows: Mr. Lewis Henley, Mr. Steve Collins and Mrs. Patsy Brooks. On

recommendation o f Treasurer, Ms. Sharon Proffitt, motion was approved to cash an

existing Certificate o f Deposit in order to reimburse treasury for the van purchase, since

Operating funds for current expenses had fallen to $4,063.86. A group o f nine (Rev. Ron

Hall, Mrs. Joyce Smith, Mrs. Kathy Roberts, Mrs. Georgia Burton, Mrs. Maxine Powers,

Mrs. Joe Ann Proffitt, Mr. Edgar Smith, Mr. David Roberts and Mr. BrandonProf f i t t )

traveled to Pennsylvania in July to make repairs on a mission church. Sunday School

Director reported average attendance o f 40 and 55 attended Easter Egg Hunt. Vacation

Bible School was held in July. A generous gif t o f a piano bench and music stand was

made by Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Stone. The need for a covering over the side door was

discussed. The heating and air conditioning system in the Education Building is obsolete.

The Buildings & Grounds committee was authorized to proceed with installation of a

new system. A second Long Range Planning committee was established to monitor

future needs in buildings and grounds, as follows: Mr. Pat Brooks, Mr. David Roberts,

Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard, Mr. Charles Burton, Mrs. Janet Hawk and Mr. Oliver Stone.

Mrs. Patsy Brooks, Outreach Chairman, planned an exciting ?Dover Day?. Activities

includeda story teller, musical entertainment, clowns, pets, face painting and pony rides.

A County Sheriff?s Deputy performed child finger printing and provided child abuse

prevention information. Mr. David L. Roberts was elected to fi l l the vacant Trustee

position caused by the death o f Mr. John E. Smith. Mrs. Barbara Stone, Music Director

for the past 16 years, submitted her resignation, effective May 31°. Mrs. Stone was

honored wi th a silver tray and a $150 scholarship, in her name, to?a graduating senior at

Goochland High School to further their music career. Mrs. Georgia Burton wi l l act as

Interim Music Director. The WMU was busy throughout the year as reported by Director

Mrs. Lois Henley: collection o f paper and laundry supplies for aids ministry as well as a

monetary donation to an aids victim; vegetable seed packets were sent to Mozambique,

lunch was taken to and games played with residents o f ?Cedar Grove?, a nearby home

for elderly ladies operated by member, Mrs. Audrey Smith. Christmas stockings were

prepared for The Salvation Army; and supplies for Whitcomb Court (Richmond) VBS



40

were collected. WMU has 18 on roll. In October, Dover received the resignation o f

Rev. Ronald C. Hail, Pastor since May 1?, 1992, to be effective October 28, 1996. Rev.

Hall leaves Dover to accept a position with Virginia Baptist Foundation. The Personnel

committee announced they are working to fi l l two positions: Music Director and Part

Time Director o f Youth and Children. A new copy machine was purchased and the old

copier was given to a member since there were no replacement parts available and it had

l i t t le or no value. A Deacon?s ordinat ion service was held in October. A Pastor Search

committee was approved with Mrs. Patsy Brooks as chairman and members Mr. Steve

Collins, Mrs. Janet Hawk, Mr. David Roberts and Miss Heather Nuckols. A reception for

Rev. Hall and family was held and a monetary gift was presented in recognition and

appreciation o f his service to Dover. Dr. Julian Pentecost was called as Inter im Pastor

effective January 1%, 1997.

1997

C H U R C HMEMBERSHIP- 2 2 5

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT- 85

PASTOR ? DR. JULIAN PENECOST (INTERIM)

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. KATHY ROBERTS

The Deacon Board, wi th direction o f Dr. Pentecost, brought fo r approval, a

recommendation to appoint a Transit ion Committee to assist the Inter im Pastor in

minister ing to church fami ly needs, new leadership and new visions as Dover prepared to

call a new Pastor. This committee was approved w i t h Mrs. Ma ry K . Sheppard as

chairman, M r . Meredith A l v i s as vice-chairman and members Mrs. Kathy Roberts, Mr .

Charles Burton and Mrs. Lois Henley. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bur ton have been

publ ishing the monthly Newsletter. This is a costly undertaking and mot ion was made

and approved to dispense wi th this publ icat ion until a later date. ?Dover Day? was again

held w i t h emphasis on ministry to children. Act iv i t ies included pony rides, crafts, games,

face painting, cake walk, yard sale and more!! It was reported that the van was used each

Sunday to p ick up children for Sunday School and other groups were also making use o f

the van. The Buildings & Grounds committee reported that a new pump was needed and

the church roof had been repaired. The new air conditioning system in the Education
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Building was to be completed soon. The Trustees said an additional disbursement from

the Pansy Gary Estate had been received and invested with Virginia Baptist Foundation.

The church Nursery Department was dedicated in memory of the late Mrs. Gerry Ewing.

Our adult choir, in cooperation with the choir from Ragland Memorial Baptist Church,

presented an Easter cantata. A commit tee, to study and revise i f necessary, our

Constitution and By-Laws was approved as Mrs. Rosalie Alvis, Mrs. Joannie Collins and

Mr. Wil l iam Sheppard. I t was felt that this document needed updating to provide a more

workable solution to church matters. The W M U celebrated ?Incredible Kids? project by

each member sending a note to a different Sunday School child telling them that they

were important to Dover and that they were loved and appreciated. The ladies o f WMU

enjoyed a tour o f the Baptist Resource Center. Mrs. Polly Deck is working with Mission

Friends. The Finance committee held a program to inform members o f the church?s

financial needs, i.e., operating and salary costs, capital improvements needs, funds in our

investments, etc. This program was presented in the fall Stewardship emphasis. The

Transition committee recommended that Dover conduct a telemarketing survey as a tool

to reach a broader segment of our community and to stimulate interest and participation

o f members. Dover Association assisted with this project. A cook-out for church

families was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Smith. The Personnel committee

presented the name of Mrs. Dorothy Johnson as candidate for the new position o f Church

Secretary. This recommendation was approved and Mrs. Johnson assumed these duties

in August, 1997, as Dover?s first - ever - Church Secretary. Several renovation projects

were completed: the Library was moved from the sanctuary building to the Education

building, the Pastor?s office was refurbished and relocated to the lower level and a

secretary?s office and multi-use office space was situated also on the lower level as part

o f the secretary?s office. The space off the vestibule, previously the Pastor?s office, was

renovated into a Parlor. Miss Heather Nuckols was awarded ?Best In Show? in recent

Woman?s Club Youth Art Contest. The Transition committee gave results o f the

telemarketing project and thanked those who helped. This committee also presented a

recommended Mission Statement for Dover and further recommended that this statement

be made a part o f Dover?s Constitution and By-Laws. These recommendations were ?

approved. This Mission Statement follows:
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?THE MISSION OF DOVER BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO

BE A CARING, CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP OF FAITH, STRIV ING

TO M A K E DISCIPLES, N U R T U R E T H E M IN CHRIST-LIKENESS,

A N D EQUIP T H E M FOR EFFECTIVE L I V I N G A N D

MINISTRY IN O U R C O M M U N I T Y A N D O U R WORLD?.

The Transition committee sponsored a wil ls-wr i t ing ministry wi th services donated by

Mrs. K i t t y Johnson. Many Dover members participated. A new monthly newsletter was

planned and a ?New Member Information Packet? was implemented. The Youth group

was led by?Mrs. Alyssa Mathes. A fishing party wi th pizza and watermelon was held at

the farm o f Mr. Vi rg i l Ewing and enjoyed by many adults and kids. The youth

participated in the County?s Relay for Li fe cancer walk and held a car wash to raisefunds

for future projects. The Buildings & Grounds committee reported that a storage bui lding

had been purchased. They also reported that a canopy-type cover had been installed at

the side door entrance to the sanctuary building and a new walk installed to this door

would make handicap access a reality. The W M U and Kitchen committee prepared and

delivered lunches to an Impact Vi rg in ia team work ing in Goochland County as wel l as to

a Habitat for Humanity crew bui lding a Goochland home. Rev. Richard T. Moore was

Homecoming speaker.

1998

C H U R C H MEMBERSHIP ? 210

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ?8 1

PASTOR ? DR. J U L I A N PENTECOST ( I N T E R I M T H R U J U L Y )

PASTOR ? REV. TERRY M. W E L B O R N ( C A L L E D N O V . 1998)

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. K A T H Y ROBERTS

A n installation and ordination service for Deacons serving in 1998 was held in early

January. The annual budget was approved at $114,282.00 and was delivered in l ine- i tem

format for better tracking o f expenditures. A large slate Dove r Baptist Church sign,

purchased w i t h memorial gifts f rom friends o f the late John E. Smith, was installed

roadside and dedicated on March 8" , 1998. The Sunday School and Acteens sponsored a
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Valentine banquet to raise funds for the Acteens? attendance at the National Acteens?

Convention. The youth are quite active wi th 15-20 at meetings. They provided

entertainment for the Halloween party last fall and delivered cans o f ?goodies? to our

homebound at Christmas. W M U has 19 on rol l and hosted the Association Area | Group

W M U Spring meeting and luncheon. Mrs. Nancy Elliott, wife o f former Pastor John P.

Elliott, visited and shared experiences o f her recent trip to China. W M U continued

sponsorship o f many congregational projects: collection o f personal items for the Youth

Emergency Shelter, seed packets for Croatia and collection of match box cars for the

Acteens? Seminar at Eagle Eyrie. They continue to sponsor a child through Christian

Children?s Fund and enjoyed a visit to the Virginia Baptist Historical Society?s quarters

to see their current exhibit on China. The Media committee continues to sort and catalog

books and associated printed materials in the Library?s new location. They were gifted

wi th a special junior-age book ?My Lord and My God? from Kyle and Kim Hawk. The

Buildings & Grounds committee reported that painting of the sanctuary foyer, windows

and doors had been completed. Outreach chairman, Mrs. Joyce Smith, coordinated

visitation sessions with groups going out to visit in the neighborhood. VBS was held

with theme ?Sonlight Island? and reported as best in last several years. The committee

addressing the state o f the cemetery ? its maintenance needs and space ? presented a

detailed report o f their work. A scaled plat plan o f the cemetery grounds was prepared

indicating occupied and vacant gravesites as well as spaces that are marked with stones

and those that are unmarked. Several recommendations were received from this

committee and approved including the purchase of 21 smooth-faced granite markers (12?

x 10? x 4?) for placement at identified but presently unmarked gravesites. Funds to

purchase these stones wil l come from the Cemetery Fund. Authorization to proceed

with the formulation of rules and regulations governing future burials and sale o f sites

was granted. A Sunday School/Church picnic was held at Westview-on-the-James ?

attendance very poor. Mrs. Patsy Brooks, Miss Heather Nuckols and Mr. Virgil Ewing

presented paintings for the newly established and decorated parlor o f f the vestibule. Mrs.

Brooks? gift was her painting o f blooming wisteria in the yard of ?Oak Grove?, home of

Edwin J. DuVal, who is thought to have given the land on which Dover stands.

Heather?s painting was her inspiration o f our Easter 1998 bulletin cover depictingangels
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at the tomb. Mr. Ewing presented a paint ing f rom the col lect ion o f his late wi fe and

artist, Mrs. Gerry Ewing. The resignation o f Dr. Pentecost as Interim P

July 26" , was received with regret and accepted with deep gratitude fo

dedication and leadership. Several supply pastors were speakers until in Se

Pastor Search committee presented the name o f Rev. Terry Mack Welborn t

pastor. A called business session on October 18" resulted in an unamimous call to Rev.

Welborn, to be effective November 2 3 . The 225" anniversary o f Dover?s founding was

celebrated at Homecoming when Dr. Reginald McDonough was speaker.

Commemorative mugs were sold as souvenirs o f this occasion and an exhibit o f artifacts,

old documents and photos was provided. The Transition committee, which had been

astor, effective

r his generous

ptember, The

o be Dover?s

appointed to provide guidance for congregation and pastor during interim period, was

disbanded and the Pastor Search committee was authorized to continue liaison with new

pastor. Dover was honored and recognized as a ?Pioneer Church? at the November

meeting o f the Baptist General Association o f Virginia, held in Virginia Beach, as one

o f 34 Virginia churches established in or prior to 1773 and which had had a continued

ministry since Constitution.

1999

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 213

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 7 ]

PASTOR ? REV. TERRY M. WELBORN

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. KATHY ROBERTS

The ?Dover Dove?, Dover?s latest newsletter began publ ishing w i t h ?Winter, 1998-99?

edition. The name ?Dover Dove? was suggested by M r . Meredi th A lv is , based on

Mat thew 3:16-17. Plans were approved to issue a new Pictorial Di rectory since the

previous issue was over 6 years old. The church received the resignation, effect ive 3/21,

o f Alyssa and Dave Mathes as Youth Leaders due to heavy work and study schedules.

Subsequently, Miss Laura Monfalcone was called as Youth & Chi ldren Director in June.

Pastor Welborn presented a dramatic monologue ?I, Judus ...? on Maundy Thursday

out l in ing w h y Judus felt he had to do what he did in regard to Jesus. The pulpi t area was

covered w i t h many li l ies on Easter Sunday given?in memory and honor o f loved ones.
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?Alter o f Prayer?, a musical trio, provided a musical and Witnessing program in May.

The W M U continued monthly meetings with enrollment o f 18. The Acteens saved labels

from selected canned products for the Bland Ministry in southwest Virginia. A flyer was

distributed in the community announcing Rev. Welbom?s arrival at Dover and inviting

neighbors to participate in the many activities provided by Dover. The Personnel

Committee continues to search for a Music Director. Mr. and Mrs. Will iam Sheppard

gave a slate ?Dover Church? sign for placement at the intersection o f Manakin Road and

Patterson Avenue (Route 6). Dover member Mrs. Joe Ann Proffitt was recognized for

?Outstanding Professionalism as a (school) Bus Driver?. A motion was made and

approved to form a committee to investigate setting aside a portion o f the bequest from

the Pansy Gary estate to help and serve people around us. The committee consisted o f

volunteers Mrs. Joyce Smith, Mrs. Alyssa Mathes and Ms. Sara Rowe. Subsequent to

formation, the committee scheduled a ?town hall? meeting to discuss their

recommendations. Many suggestions were discussed ? some were approved and some

tabled for further review and discussion. A Scholarship committee was established for

the purpose o f providing financial grants to Dover members/Sunday School members as

they pursued higher education. Playground equipment, a welcome addition for Dover?s

childrens? ministry, was installed and dedicated on Homecoming afternoon. A Rules

and Regulations document for ownership and burial in Dover?s cemetery was presented

by Cemetery committee and approved. The Buildings & Grounds committee reported on

Education Building renovations: painting o f restrooms and removal o f a wall in

Education Building to create office space for Youth Director. They also reported that

repair and painting o f portico columns had been completed and that pine benches from

the old frame church had been relocated to the balcony from the Education Building

halls. Additional handrails were installed on front steps (a gif t from Mr. and Mrs.

Leonard Burton). Also, the drainage problem at front o f Education Building was

corrected. An ordination service for newly appointed Deacon, Odis Midkif f , was held. A

commissioning service for Missioners participating in Impact Virginia was held in July.

Those youth going to serve on Impact Virginia were Tabatha Balsley, Christian Rowe

and Joseph Wood accompanied by Laura Monfalcone. Mrs. Jennifer C. Barrier, a student

at Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, was called as Youth & Children Director
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(no mention o f the departure o f Miss Monfalcone). The Scholarship committee

previously appointed (Mrs. Gloria Bennett, Mrs. Lois Henley, Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard)

presented Rules for implementing the ?Pansy Gary Scholarship?. These rules were

approved. A t request o f Finance committee, the congregation was asked to re-consider

the distribution plan for Cooperative Program gifts made by our church. I t was explained

that there are three standardized plans for distribution o f monies given by Virg in ia

churches to Cooperative Program ministries through the Baptist General Association o f

Virginia. The local church decides i f they wish to participate in one o f these plans or

formulate their own plan o f giving. Dover was, at this time, participating in W o r l d

Missions Plan #1, giving 10% o f budget receipts, distributed 68% to Cooperative

Missions in Virginia, 2% to Partnerships Missions and 30% to Wor ld Missions causes (a

mixture o f SBC and other ministries approved by BGAV) . Much discussion ensued

relative to our giving plan and the Finance committee was asked to review giv ing plans

further and make recommendation in early 2000 as to how future funds would be

distributed. A motion was made and approved to participate in Cooperative Baptist

Fellowship?s missions as wel l as Southern Baptist Convention?s missions asm e m b e r s

desire. Subsequently, in January 2000, the congregation approved and B G A V was

advised that Dover wished to change to a Church Designated Plan w i t h Cooperating

Program contributions divided thusly: 70% to Cooperative Missions in Virg in ia, 2% to

Partnership Missions, 7% to SBC International Missions, 3% to Nor th American

Missions & 18% to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Missions. Ms. Sara Rowe and Mr.

Steve Collins served as VBS co-directors wi th average attendance o f 61. The theme was

?Mt. Extreme: The Ultimate Good News Challenge?. The Med ia committee, under

direction o f Mrs. Gloria Bennett, sponsored a summer reading club. An ice cream social

was held at the end o f program for all participants. An outdoor worship service was held

in the picnic area in June. Revised Constitution & By-Laws were approved, as presented.

T w o changes were incorporated: addition o f Kitchen Committee and the Nursery

Director posit ion was changed to Pre-School Director. The quartet ?Dominion? f r om

Derbyshire Baptist Church provided a musical concert in August and ?Fif th Stanza?

provided worship through music on Homecoming afternoon. A ceremony for B i l l y Angle

who had attained the rank o f Eagle Scout was held in August. Dover recorded the death
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o f former Pastor, Wil l iam Bruffie Conner (June 1946 - September 1949) in October. An

outdoor nativity was held with carols and live animals. The adult choir presented cantata

?Come and Behold Him?.

2000

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 220

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 109

PASTOR ~ REV. TERRY M. WELBORN

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR - MRS. JANET H A W K

Y o u t h Sunday was celebrated in January w i t h participants Terr i Gordon, Tabatha

Balsley, Christian Rowe, Harry Hancock I I I , and B i l l y Angle. Youth & Children?s

Director, Jenny Barrier, brought the morn ing message. Dover worshipped through music

on several occasions: Dr . Fred Ma l lo ry presented ?a piano mini-concert, ?The

Virginians?, a quartet f r om Roanoke witnessed through song, ?The Bates Family?

provided worship through music and Dover?s Tr io (Heather Nuckols, Sara Rowe and

Tabatha Balsley) provided specials on many occasions. W M U hosted the Associat ion

Area I W M U meeting and lunch. Dover?s W M U sponsored a project to provide a

pub l ic address system fo r Rev. Kenneth Raore?s wo rk in Kenya, Afr ica through the sale

o f note paper depicting a beautiful picture o f Dover provided by Mrs. Beth Valentine.

O n Dover WMU?s suggestion, the ?love offering? f rom Area I?s meeting was added to

proceeds f r om sales and gifts f rom Dover?s Benevolent Fund to provide $1831.00 fo r this

p r o j e c t . A church in Rev. Raore?s area o f Kenya is named for Dover (?Dober?, a

sl ight ly dif ferent spelling). W M U also participated in a special of fer ing for ?Hospice and

Nurs ing Care in China? in honor o f Dover?s own China native, Mrs. Frances F. K. Wang.

V B S was held w i t h 50 students participating. The church hosted, w i t h his parents, an

Eagle Scout induct ion ceremony for Harry Hancock I I I . Pastor Welborn journeyed to

Londr ina, Brazi l , on a two-week Partnership Missions tr ip sponsored by Dover

Association. Ear ly meeting times for Sunday School and worship were implemented for

months June ? August. The first Pansy Gary scholarships were awarded to Miss Heather

Nuckols, Mrs. Jenny Barr ier and Miss Katie Welborn. Impact Vi rg in ia youth worked in
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Farmville, Virginia, painting and repairing homes. Ten members, including pastora n d

wife, toured Austria and Switzerland and attended the Passion Play in Oberammergau,

Germany. Our children and youth sponsored a cook-out to raise funds to help provide a

generator for Rev. Emile Sam-Peel from Liberia who had been speaker to their Sunday

School classes. The Media Center sponsored an Open House and Exhibit o f members?

hobbies at an arts and crafts show. On Laity Sunday, Mrs. Patsy Brooks and Mr. Richard

Hanes shared the message time and brought inspirational messages. The Deacon Board

sponsored a Men?s and Boys? Fellowship breakfast with guest speakermeteorologist,

John Bernier, WRIC-TV. The Sunday School/Church picnic and pool party was hosted

by Mrs. Beth Valentine and family. A church web-site was established. The temperature

gauge on the van was reported as not working and needing repair. In November, Mrs.

Audrey Smith and Mrs. Margaret Hi l l were ordained as new Deacons. The Cemetery

committee reported that a gift of a decorative stone bench for the cemetery had been

given in memory o f the late Mrs. Gerry Ewing by a friend. A gif t o f additional

communion plates and covers was received in memory o f Mrs. Anna Webb Proffitt. A

children?s musical ?Two Nights Before Christmas? as well as the outdoor nativity

provided enjoyment to members and community friends. Sunday School and worship

attendance increased during this year over the same period last year. A budget for year

2001 was approved as $145,955.00. There were two regularly scheduled business

meetings in 2000 when a member quorum was not present to a l low conduct o f business.

2001

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 224

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 76

PASTOR ? REV. TERRY M. WELBORN

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. JANET H A W K

The subject o f continuing to have early summer hours for Sunday School and Worship

service (9:15 and 10:30 a.m., respectively), as implemented last year, was discussed.

Motion to continue was defeated. Buildings & Grounds committee reported many
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activities completed and in progress: steps to picnic area were replaced, doors on south

side o f Education Building and at sanctuary building choir entrance were replaced and

painted, non-slip treads were placed on baptistry steps, fire extinguishers and smoke

detectors were placed in both buildings, a f ire-proof five-drawer file cabinet was

purchased to store valuable papers, a dead tree in front yard was removed and a new key

System was implemented. Lighting on sign in front yard was installed and carpet was

installed in balcony. Dover participated in joint Easter sunrise service with Hebron

Presbyterian Church. Joint youth groups re-enacted the tomb scene and Rev. Welborn

brought the message. Mr. Will iam Sheppard retired as Trustee, effective at the end o f

July, after having served in this capacity for thirty-eight years. Mr. Cecil (Ham) Nuckols

was elected Trustee replacing Mr. Sheppard. Rev. Welborn joined Goochland County?s

Habitat for Humanity Board o f Directors. A Site Evaluation & Planning committee was

approved to review needs and space requirements. They reported that a land and

topographical survey had been completed and they were in process o f interviewing

architects who would draw a master plan for church expansion. A successful VBS led by

Mrs. Susan Welborn was held with theme ?Jesus to the Rescue?. An Impact Virginia

team worked in Fredericksburg (Tabatha Balsley, Christian Rowe, Terri Gordon, Joseph

Wood, Sara Rowe and Rev. Welborn). Kimberly Hawk was crowned ?Little Miss

Goochland? runner up. Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Proffitt made gift of rolling cart for new

TV/VCR. The Youth Sunday School class published a cookbook ?Holy Chow? under

direction o f their teacher, Mrs. Susan Welborn. Dr. Will iam R. Hollis (former pastor)

was Homecoming speaker. Mrs. Gloria Bennett was ordained Deacon. A budget for

2002 was approved as $143,290.00. Historian, Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard, said that all

available Dover business meeting minutes through 1997 had been microfilmed and filed

by The Virginia Baptist Historical Society. Minute books for the period 1967-1974 are

lost or have been destroyed. The WMU traveled to the Science Museum of Virginia

I M A X Theatre to see the fi lm ?China - The Panda Adventures?. They also provided

?Pac-A-Snac? bags for the homeless. The subject o f the number o f Constitutional

committees was discussed. Motion was made to appoint a Task Force (Mrs. Gloria

Bennett, Mrs. Kathy Midk i f f and Mr. Edgar Smith, chairman), to study organizational

structure o f committees and their functions suggesting that all committees be grouped
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into five categories: Worship, Education, Fellowship, Missions and Service. Our

representatives to Dover Association Executive committee reported that Dr. John Upton

had been elected as Executive Director o f The Virginia Baptist Mission Board replacing

Dr. Reginald McDonough who recently retired. Youth & Children Director, Mrs. Jenny

Barrier, spent a three-month study leave at Regent?s Park Col lege, Oxford University,

England. ?Belief?, a brother/sister team led worship service in November and provided a

program o f contemporary Christian music. The children?s group presented a Christmas

musical ?The World Sings Noel?, a program o f carols from around the world.

2002

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP - 228
L E O N AN E R E E E e o

SUNDAY SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T - 82
S U N D A YN O A A Ly e e

PASTOR ? REV. T E R R Y M. W E L B O R N
F A S I V U R - ~ K R O E V . A L A L R L S E e e ;

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR - MRS. JANET H A W K

A n Easter sunrise service was held in cooperation wi th Hebron Presbyterian Church at

Dover wi th our sanctuary choir providing special music. We welcomed Inter im Music

Director, Mrs. Patty Prout, effective Apr i l Ist. Mrs. Georgia Burton, acting Director o f

Music, was honored for her faithful service. A parent-child dedication service was held

in April. New members o f Dover, the Rutledge fami ly (Kevin, Jan, Elisabeth, Jessie and

Abby) shared their experiences as missionaries fo r six years in the Czech Republic. The

Site Evaluation and Planning committee reported that architect, M r . John Chenault, had

been selected to prepare a Master Site Plan o f Dover?s property. He made a presentation

to the congregation o f his vision for Dover. Twenty-two additional gravel parking spaces

were added in the grass area south o f the existing paved area. V B S had theme ?Amazon

Outfitters? wi th 50+ children attending. The W M U continued their emphasis on missions

by collecting a huge supply o f clothes and toi let articles for Good Samaritan Inn. Several

W M U members volunteered to participate in Meals on Wheels, a new service in

Goochland to shut-ins and homebound. W M U enjoyed a f un vis i t to the Richmond

Metropol i tan Zoo (mixing wi th the animals!). They also hosted a baby shower fo r Cr is is

Pregnancy Center and sponsored a church-wide collection o f non-perishable foods for



51

Goochland Fel lowship and Fami ly Services. They hosted, as speaker, a lay person who

was going on a missions t r ip to the Ukra ine and contributed funds to buy boots fo r

chi ldren in orphanages there. In December, they sponsored for the first time, a project to

f i l l shoe boxes w i t h children?s toys fo r ?Operation Christmas Child?. Our Med ia

commit tee continued their wo rk o f purchasing, cataloging and shelving books and l ib rary

materials. Mrs. Rob in Angle and Mrs. Betty Mar t i n were ordained as Deacons. The

Order o f Recordation fo r Trustee Cecil H. Nuckols was received f rom Goochland Ci rcu i t

Court , effect ive March 8, 2002. Rev. Welborn announced the resignation o f Mrs. Jenny

Barrier, Y & C Director, effective June 2 " . Jenny was honored w i t h a special tribute as

She moved to Nor th Carol ina to pursue doctoral studies. The Personnel committee

reported they are now advertising fo r candidates to f i l l both the Mus ic Director and Y & C

Director positions. The Ki tchen and Special Occasions committees reported they are

qui te busy w i t h preparation and assistance fo r many dinners, receptions, Homecoming,

etc. Baptists love to eat!!! Dr. John Upton was Homecoming speaker. M r . Edgar Smith,

chair o f Task Force on Committee restructuring, presented Recommendation outl ining

proposed changes in committee structure and responsibilities. I t was pointed out that this

restructuring wou ld require a complete revision o f Constitut ion & By-Laws. Mot ion

approved to go forward w i t h a committee to prepare revised Constitution & By-Laws

and br ing document before next business session. This revision was subsequently

brought for vote and defeated thus also defeating the Recommendation for committee

restructuring. The Deacon Board brought Recommendation to elect M r . Meredith A .

A l v i s as Trustee, replacing Mr. Earl H. Henley who, after 44 years o f service, had

submit ted his resignation as Trustee, effective September Ist, 2002. A recognition

service was held for Mr. Henley in appreciation fo r his many years o f service to Dover.

Mrs. Glor ia Bennett was ordained as Deacon. Rev. We lbom and two youth participated

in Impact Virg in ia. Modif icat ions were made to the sanctuary sound system w i t h the

help o f Mr. Page Gordon and Mr. Charl ie Gi l ley. Pastor Welborn led a seminar

?Enr iching Your Marriage?. Mrs. Julie Bal l , a th i rd year student at BTSR, was extended

an of fer to f i l l presently vacant Y & C Director position. Mrs. Ma ry K . Sheppard, Dover?s

historian, was elected to serve on The Virg in ia Baptist Historical Society?s Executive

committee. A fal l yard sale was held for benefi t o f Bu i ld ing Fund. The Bu i ld ing
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Finance committee reported that they had selected Capital Stewardship Services, an arm

n funds.

inate a l l

o f Virginia Baptists, to lend professional advice relative to raising constructio

Leadership teams were established and training sessions held in order to coord

facets o f this program. The theme for this campaign was selected as ?Our Heritage, Our

Hope?. Dover held a ?Remembering 9-11? service to remember the tragic events in our

country on September 11, 2001. Congregational approval was made to participate in a

new Pictorial Directory.

2 0 0 3

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 234

SUNDAY SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 57

PASTOR ? REV. TERRY M. WELBORN

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. JANET H A W K

Treasurer, Mrs. Kathy Roberts, reported that 2002 ended with budget offerings exceeding

expenditures by $1,367.95. An ?Our Heritage, Our Hope? commitment service a n d

celebration luncheon were held in February. Our luncheon was catered and held at

Manakin Co. #1 Fire Station wi th a packed house and much enthusiasm. Youth &

?Children Director, Mrs. Julie Ball, submitted her resignation effective at the end o f Ap r i l

when she wi l l graduate from Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. Mrs. Maxine

Powers reported for Homebound committee that they continue to provide food, cards and

visits to shut-ins. Hanging microphones were installed in the choir area and new choir

robes were purchased. A t January business meeting, after interviewing several

contractors, Mr. Cecil Nuckols, chair o f Building Construction committee, reported that

M E T A Construction Company had provided a site drawing and 2-D perspective color

rendering for a proposed layout and had been selected, by committee, as contractor for

new facilities. I n Apr i l business session, a subsequent Recommendation f rom the

Bui lding Construction committee was presented and approved, as fo l lows: ?The Bui ld ing

Construction committee moves that Dover Baptist Church amend the original ly approved

Master Site Plan? (the John Chenault plan approved in 2002) ?and approve a proposed

plan o f new building and renovation o f existing structures as represented by schematic
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drawing and_ pictorial rendering produced by M E T A Construction/Hardwick &

Associates. As drawn, plans represent 8700 square feet o f new construction and 9060

Square feet o f existing structure. Estimated cost is $1,165,000.00. Plans are subject to

change per need o f Dover Baptist Church?. Much discussion was heard relative to

breaking ground for this project and the consensus developed that a called business

Session be held after moming worship on May 21* to obtain input from a larger

membership gathering that would guide in decisions relative to financial aspects o f this

undertaking. The congregation, in the May 21% meeting, approved the M E T A

Construction plan and Chairman Nuckols reported that the contractor had indicated ?start

date? would be sixteen weeks from date o f ?go-ahead?. Dover member, Augustus (Gus)

Thieme, on request o f the Norfolk & Western Railroad Historical Society, compiled a

169 page book of his train pictures ?The Norfolk & Western as I Knew It?. The

sanctuary choir presented an Easter cantata, ?Majesty?, under direction o f Mrs. Patty

Prout. Pastor Welborn motioned that groundbreaking for new facility be held at

Homecoming (subsequently cancelled due to Hurricane Isabel). In October, Building

Construction committee said they working with contractor in effort to lower costs for

new facilities. A fall revival was held by Tom Cox Ministries. The congregation

received and approved a Recommendation from the Personnel committee to employ Miss

Megan Temple, a resident o f West Point and a student finishing her freshman year at

Gardner-Webb University, as Youth & Children Director for the summer 2003 months.

The Personnel committee also reported the resignation o f our Church Secretary, Mrs.

Dorothy Johnson, due to illness o f her husband. Mrs. Johnson was Dover?s first Church

Secretary. Pastor Welborn visited Greece and Turkey to study the life and teachings o f

Apostle Paul. The Pictorial Directories were delivered in first quarter. Mrs. Maye Higgs

led a Dover team to participate in Goochland?s Relay for Life walk. Buildings &

Grounds committee chair, Mr. David Roberts, said the heat/AC pump in the Education

Building was replaced and the electric meter bases also required replacement. VBS, wi th

theme ?Kingdom Caper?, was co-directed by Mrs. Janet Hawk and Ms. Sara Rowe.

Thirty-nine students plus 16 faculty workers were enrolled. Mrs. Lois Henley, reporting

for WMU, said 22 members were enrolled. The group visited the new Dover Association

offices and hosted the Association Area I W M U fall meeting and lunch. They collected
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white socks for residents of James River Correction Center and sent ?snac-paks? to

Dover?s college students. Mrs. Polly Deck reported that Mission Friends, RA?s, and

GA?s were meeting regularly. Goochland Circuit Court confirmation of appointment of

Dover Baptist Church Trustees as David L. Roberts, Cecil H. Nuckols, and Meredith A.

Alvis was received, effective June 3, 2003. Cemetery committee chair, Mrs. Mary K.

Sheppard, said that interment records had been updated and stored in church computer

files. Plat plan of gravesites had also been updated (August 2002 edition). We

participated, with other Dover Association churches, in preparing food boxes for

distribution among refugees o f the war in Iraq. Mrs. Donna Martin assumed Y&C

Director position on resignation o f Miss Temple. Three Pansy Gary scholarships were

awarded. Hurricane Isabel arrived with vengeance in September causing havoc with

fallen trees (several in our picnic area), downed power lines, and cancellation of our

planned Homecoming and ground breaking services! The Personnel committee presented

the name o f Mrs. Donna (Danilla) Didenko to fill the Music Director position, effective

January 1°, 2004. Our congregation welcomed Mrs. Didenko and honored Mrs. Patty

P r o u t f o r her serv ices as M u s i c D i r e c t o r s ince A p r i l , 2002.

2004

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 232

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T ? 95

PASTOR ? REV. T E R R Y M. W E L B O R N

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR -- MRS. B R E N D A M E A D E

In February, Dr. Wi l l i am R. Hol l is (Dover Pastor November 1985- November 1991) was

installed as Pastor Emeritus. Dover?s Historian participated in a March dedication

service w i t h daughter congregation, First Baptist, Manakin, when a Vi rg in ia Histor ical

Marker was unveiled denoting First Baptist, Manakin, as the oldest Af r ican-Amer ican

congregation in Goochland County. Dover?s children?s group held a ?Souper B o w l o f

Caring? w i t h proceeds going to Goochland?s Meals on Wheels project. A t a March

special business session, called by the Bui ld ing Construction and Bui ld ing Finance

committees, a joint report from these committees was heard when they reported that they
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now feel that all o f the building plans they had considered are too burdensome,

financially, for Dover?s congregation. Their jo in t report suggested that we return to the

original ?needs? plan and focus on immediate space needs o f fellowship hall and kitchen

facilities only. The also said they felt this project could be realized without a substantial

mortgage ? one which Dover could manage. After considerable discussion, the report

and recommendation of the two committees were approved with no opposing votes. In

Apri l , Dover received a request from Far West End Seventh-Day Adventist Church to use

Dover?s facilities for their Saturday Sabbath services. Discussion and many questions

were heard. Vote, by show o f hands, defeated this proposal. W M U Director, Mrs. Lois

Henley, filed data relative to this groups activities: paid one-third o f campership fee for

four girls to attend Camp CrossRoads and collected a large quantity o f CCR ?wish list?

supplies for the girls to take with them. They supplied items for the Christmas Store at

Whitcomb Court in Richmond and sponsored a collection o f shoe box items for

?Operation Christmas Child?, a project that provides Christmas joy to poor and suffering

children around the world. The group toured the County Sherif fs office to see their

facilities and hear about the 911 system and other law enforcement aids. Ms. Sara Rowe

works with the GA?s and Mrs. Polly Deck leads younger children. The youth enjoyed a

Family Fun day with animals, ping pong, balloons, face painting and bingo. Media

Director, Mrs. Gloria Bennett, reported that library usage was very low. A Deacon

ordination service was held for Mrs. Maye Higgs. Mrs. Higgs leads the church family in

?Relay for Life? participation. The Homebound committee continues work with shut-ins

? food, cards, visits. The Building Construction committee reported, in July, that due to

change in scope and size o f building project as directed by congregation in March special

meeting, they had ended relationships with M E T A Construction and were now pursuing

two new location plans for fellowship and kitchen space. One plan would add to rear o f

sanctuary building and another would utilize another site on church property.

Subsequently, in an October called meeting, the committee recommended that the new

facil ity be a free-standing building located at the south end o f the existing Education

Building, a plan costing approximately 50% less than an addition to rear o f sanctuary

building. A dedication service for children was held on Mother?s Day. VBS, with theme

?Far Out, Far East Rickshaw Rally ? Racing to the Son? was directed by Ms. Sara Rowe.
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The Deacon Board, under leadership o f Mr. Wal ly Pritchett, reported they were now

taking communion to Nursery workers and an Ordination service for four new Deacons

(Everett Smith, Ethel J. Watkins, Roger Watkins and Susan Welborn) was held. The

Pastor now takes communion to the homes o f homebound. A Yamaha Baby Grand

piano was gifted to the church and dedicated on Homecoming Day. A baptism service

was held for six candidates in August. The church fami ly decided to participate in the

?40 Days o f Purpose? program in early 2005. Homecoming 2004 wasa special event

wi th Rev. Alice Martin-Adkins, a daughter o f Dover, as guest speaker. A large crowd

welcomed Al ice back to Dover. We welcomed new Church Secretary, Mrs. Dee Hanes,

and held a reception in appreciation o f the services o f Mrs. Dot Johnson, leaving

Dover?s employ. The Young Adult?s S.S. class was named the Polly Deck Class,

honoring her for her many contributions to Dover. A new ?Fellowship? Bible Study class

for couples and singles, was formed and taught by Mr. Richard Hanes. Rev. Welborn

visited wi th friends at Salem Baptist Church (known as ?Dover?) in Dover, England

where he attended a deacon ordination service and preached for a Sunday worship

service. The youth and children presented a Christmas drama ?The Department Store

Window? and the sanctuary choir presented their cantata ?Arise, Shine?.

2005

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 221

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT ? 89

PASTOR ? REV. TERRY M. WELBORN

PASTOR EMERITUS ~ DR. W I L L I A M R. HOLLIS

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR - MRS. SARA ROWE

Dover?s budget for 2005 was approved at $156,710.00. The Bui lding Construction

committee f i led report indicating Cox & Associates had been selected as architectural

f i rm to prepare new building design and drawings. Soil sampling and testing o f ground

capabilities is underway. Subsequently, Evans Construction o f Sandston, Virginia, was

contracted to build. The ?Skyline Boys? quartet presented a service o f worship in song.

Revised Wedding Rules and Regulations were approved as submitted by committee



37

Consisting of Mrs. Barbara Stone, Mrs. Donna Smith and Mrs. Mary K. Sheppard.

Deacon Board chair, Mr. Wally Pritchett, said that church family lists had been updated

and that Board members were participating in weekly worship services. They plan a

Deacon?s Retreat in the fall. Members and friends joined in a 7-week study ?Forty Days

o f Purpose?. Buildings & Grounds committee chair, Mrs. Heather RePass, said tree

outside o f Education Building had been removed ?f r e e ? by Dominion Virginia Power

and that the water fountain in Education Building had been replaced. Members in

attendance at Apr i l ?05 business session approved the loan of $500.00 to W.M.U. for re-

printing o f 50 copies o f history ?In the Beginning was the Word ...?. Mrs. Mary K.

Sheppard explained that there was only one copy o f first printing remaining and that the

entire document must be re-typed and proofed. VBS, directed by Ms. Sara Rowe, was

held in July with attendance o f 60 students and adults. ?Construction Zone? was the

theme. Twelve youth and two chaperones attended Youth Evangelism Conference. A

new member class ?What?s Dover Baptist Church all About?? was held for new members

and other interested folks. Constitution & By-Laws was amended to update Personnel

Committee responsibilities and a new Committee, Benevolence, was added. W.M.U.

Director, Mrs. Lois Henley, reported activities that group had enjoyed: touring the SBC

Missionary Learning Center at Rockville and the facilities of Goochland Free Clinic and

new Goochland County Administrative Office Building. They provided funds for two

camperships at Camp CrossRoads and led the congregation in ?World Missions

Celebration?. A called meeting was held in September to obtain congregational approval

to borrow funds to supplement Building Fund monies for construction o f new facilities.

Motion made, duly seconded and carried to grant Building Finance committee authority

to move forward in securing a $300,00.00 loan from Franklin Federal Savings & Loan

Association. On Recommendation of Deacon Board, seventeen names carried on

membership roll were removed because these people and/or their addresses were

unknown. Subsequently, two names were re-instated when they were located. Ground

breaking ceremony for new fellowship hall was held on September 1Ith, a day looked

forward to with much enthusiasm. The Pastor, chairs o f Building Construction and

Building Finance committees, along with representatives from the architectural and

construct ion f irms, turned shovels ful l o f soil using gold painted shovels. Rev. Doug
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Frazier was Homecoming speaker on September 18". Love offering response for victims

o f Hurricane ?Katrina? totaled $3,647.00. Dover member and Company No. | F/R

volunteer, Mr. Chad Hammack, was a member of at a s k force deployed to Louisianna to

help with clean-up and other duties. | Team Kids were busy during the yearattending

Laser Quest, enjoying pizza night and held an Easter walk through Manakin Farms

carrying an Easter banner and palms. An ordination service for two new Deacons, Mrs.

Suzanne T. Mills and Mr. Ernest L. Thomas, was held in October. Chaplain Charles E.

Reynolds, Dover member and former Youth Director here, visited and shared his

chaplaincy experiences before being deployed overseas. Dover participated in a

community wide Thanksgiving Eve service at St. Matthews Methodist Church with Rev.

Gordon Pruitt, pastor there, as speaker. Dover?s congregation recorded with sadness the

death o f former Pastor (November 1985 ? November 1991) and Pastor Emeritus (since

February 2004), Dr. William R. Hollis, in December. The children presented ad r a m a

?Christmas Doors? led by Mrs. Donna Martin and the sanctuary choir performed a

cantata ?His Very Own Star?. The budget for 2006 was established as $194,318.00

which included monthly mortgage payments on new Heritage Hall building loan. A

picture o f Dover?s 1855 frame building was featured in Goochland County Historical

Society?s calendar for 2006.

2006

C H U R C H M E M B E R S H I P ? 222

S U N D A Y SCHOOL E N R O L L M E N T - 87

PASTOR ? REV. T E R R Y M. W E L B O R N ( T H R O U G H SEPTEMBER)

S U N D A Y SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MRS. S A R A ROWE

T o m Cox, o f Tom Cox Ministr ies, and wife, Kay, led morning worship service in

January. Dover?s children and youth celebrated ?Souper B o w l Sunday? to benefi t

Goochland Food Bank. Dover hosted a communi ty Easter sunrise service and held

Maundy Thursday service in preparation fo r Easter. The sanctuary choir presented a

cantata ?Come to the Cross?, directed by Ms. Donna Didenko. A dedication service fo r

?Missioners to Appalachia?, a group o f five who visited Southwest V i rg in ia topa r t i c i pa te
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in a program making home repairs for a needy family. Those making this trip were Ethel

Javins-Watkins, Robin and George Angle, Charles Burton and Emie Thomas. La i t y

Sunday was observed in May with participants Mr. Wallace Pritchett, Miss Melissa

Houston, Mr. Charles Burton, Mrs. Suzanne Mills, Mr. Kyle Hawk, Mr. Tom

Keiningham, Mr. Cecil Nuckols and Mr. Garland Toney, Sr. A men?s chorus provided

music. Miss Kristin Billingsley was employed to serve Dover as a summer helper for

youth and children. Miss Melissa Houston and Miss Danielle Martin attended Camp

CrossRoads. Mrs. Susan Welborn and Mrs. Donna Martin co-chaired VBS with theme o f

?Fiesta?. Fifty were enrolled. Additional Bibles and Hymnals were purchased for

balcony and additional lighting was installed in balcony. WMU sponsored a

ki tchen shower for our new fel lowship/k i tchen facilit ies. Mr. Chad Hammack shared

w i t h the group his experiences work ing w i t h F E M A in N e w Orleans in the cleanup after

Hurr icane Katrina. W M U also sponsored the second pr int ing o f Dover?s history ?In the

Beg inn ing was the Word. . .?. Our Special Occasions committee continues to be busy

planning for the many times when the church fami ly holds receptions and special events.

A number o f upgrades to the exterior o f the Educat ion Bu i ld ing were implemented: new

roof ing, painting, new doors, w indows and outside shutters. A small canopy porch was

added. The congregation was gifted by Mr. and Mrs. Howard Henley wi th two w i l d

cherry offer ing plates handcrafted by Mr. Henley. M r . Robert P. Mar t in and Mr. Garland

Toney, Sr. were ordained as Deacons. A proposal to rent Educat ion Bui ld ing faci l i t ies to

provide a D a y Care Program was received. Much discussion, questions and thoughts

were expressed. A vote, by show o f hands, showed 21 vot ing fo r rejection o f this

proposal and zero votes in favor o f this proposal. A called August business session

approved ?Heritage Ha l l? as the name o f our new fel lowship faci l i ty. Mrs. Donna

Mar t in , Y o u t h & Chi ldren Director, led Youth Sunday w i t h participants Thomas

Lineberry , K i m m i e Hawk , Ana Leahy, K y l e Hawk, A m y Branch, Jessie Leroy, Mel issa

Houston, D.J. Branch, Ka thy Adams, Daniel le Mar t in , V ic to r ia Long and Mackenzie

Jones. Heri tage Hal l was dedicated on Homecoming afternoon, September 1 7 " w i t h

Rev. Ronald C. Ha l l (Dover pastor 1992-1996) as speaker. This was a very j o y f u l day

and many members and friends gathered fo r a fe l lowsh ip luncheon and dedication

service. A very impressive service was planned by Mrs . Patsy Brooks. ?Celebrat ion
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Chorus?, directed by Mrs. Patty Prout, provided special music. The cornerstone was

placed by Mrs. Brooks, Mr. David Roberts, Mr. Kyle Hawk and Mr. Wally Pritchett.

Ea r l i e rin the year, Rev. Welborn had announced his retirement plans to be effective in

to wish him and Susan God?sr ichest
September. A reception was held on September 24"

In
blessings as they relocate to their new home in Browns Summit, North Carolina.

October, Rev. Michael A. Garner was guest worship speaker and in November Rev

Garner was called as part-time Interim Pastor. He and wife, Kathy, were cordially

welcomed to serve our congregation. The Christmas season brought many activities: t h e

congregation adopted a needy family through the Goochland Christmas Mother program,

enjoyed a Deck the Halls party and covered dish dinner; held programs o f Advent Wreath

lighting; and hosted a Christmas Eve service o f Candles, Carols and Communion which

was attended by a large crowd of members and friends. The Adult Sunday School

Department held their first Christmas party with singing, entertainment and food. Youth

and children presented a Christmas skit ?Broadcasting Christmas? and the sanctuary

choir presented a cantata ?Gather at the Manger?.

2007

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ? 225

SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT - 87

PASTOR ~ REV. MICHAEL A. GARNER

SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR ? MS. SARA ROWE-CATLETT

Rev. Michael A . Garner, previously called as Inter im Pastor, was called as fu l l t ime

Pastor in February. Rev. Gamer received his Master o f D i v i n i t y degree f r om Bapt ist

Theological Seminary at Richmond in May. Several members attended his graduation

service at First Baptist Church, Richmond. W M U reported they had provided ?snac-

pacs? fo r Dover?s mi l i tary service personnel and fast food gi f t cards fo r our college

students. They baked cookies for the Richmond Raceway Ministr ies, provided i tems

f rom Camp CrossRoads? ?wish list? and assisted w i t h costs for 3 youth to attend Camp

there. They also collected school supplies and personal needs fo r students at Gus

Mi tche l l School, V i rg in ia Baptist Children?s Home in Salem, Vi rg in ia . They col lected
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?Seeds fo r Renewed Hope? in L iber ia and part icipated in a church-wide project

?Operat ion Christmas Chi ld? prov id ing c lo th ing and toys fo r needy chi ldren around the

wor ld . W M U always enjoys a ?day out? and toured the recently renovated State Capitol

and V is i to r Center. M r . Jeremy Slagle served as summer helper fo r youth and children?s

activi t ies. V B S theme was ?Game D a y Central: Where Heroes are Made?. The

congregation enjoyed the mov ie ?The Gospel o f John?. L i feTouch Church Director ies

produced a new pictor ia l directory o f members and friends. Maundy Thursday service

was celebrated and Dover participated, w i t h Hebron Presbyterian Church, in Easter

sunrise service. In Ap r i l we received the resignation o f Ms. Donna Didenko, Min is ter o f

Mus ic , who had served since January 2004. Donna relocated to Flor ida to be closer to

f am i l y members. Mrs. Patty Prout, a previous Inter im Mus ic Director here at Dover, was

cal led to f i l l this pos i t ion on a fu l l t ime basis in August . Members and friends

part ic ipated in a 10-week Beth Moore study ?Bel iev ing God? led by Mrs. Patsy Brooks

and Mrs. Kathy Garner. A number o f Dover?s members are active in communi ty

act iv i t ies serving as volunteers w i t h Meals On Wheels, Habitat fo r Humanity, local

Fire/Rescue Companies, and Goochland Free Cl in ic. A n ordinat ion service for newly

elected Deacons Mrs. K i r k i e Archer, M r . T o m Kein ingham and Mr. Stuart Napier was

held in September. Dover?s Heritage Hal l was designated by Goochland County?s Board

o f Supervisors as a county pol l ing location. The Bui ld ings and Grounds committee

reported that interior paint ing o f the sanctuary and Education Bui ld ing was completed.

Three ?NPR? parties (No Particular Reason) were held hosted by different Sunday

School classes as an opportunity for all ages to enjoy fun, fel lowship and food. The

congregation held a special service o f recognit ion and tr ibute to Mr. & Mrs. Earl Henley

(Lois). Miss Jenni and Mr. Paul Ponsiglione, friends and neighbors o f the Henleys,

prov ided a video presentation o f the l ives and many contributions that Earl and Lois had

made to Dover Church and to the Goochland community. A large crowd o f members,

fr iends and relatives attended this special program. The Christmas season was fu l l o f

activit ies: Deck the Halls party; an Angel Tree decorated w i t h tags giv ing names and gi f t

ideas to provide ?Christmas? fo r a fami ly o f six sponsored through Goochland Christmas

Mothe r Program; programs fo r l ight ing the Advent Wreaths; the adult S.S. department

enjoyed an evening o f food and carols; Youth and Chi ldren presented a drama ?Through
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the Eyes o f a Child?; the sanctuary choir presented a cantata ?One Small Child?. Mr. and

Mrs. Scott Wilson (Annette) gifted the church wi th a lovely porcelain nativity scene. An

impressive Christmas Eve service o f Candles, Carols and Communion was attended by a

large group o f members and communi ty friends.

Thus ends the year 2007 and my recordation o f 48 years o f Dover Baptist Church history.

M y personal appreciation is extended to all who have beena part o f the l i fe and min is t ry

o f Dover Baptist Church since its constitution. However, the wo rk o f those who labored

in the past does not make completed success ? the future is ahead o f us and our Lo rd is

counting on those serving today and those that w i l l serve in the future to keep the spi r i t

and Word o f God alive here at Dover.

J E R E M I A H 29:11 ( N I V )

?For I know the plans I have for you?, declares the

Lord, ?plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope anda future?.



E X H I B I T I

BAPTISMS 1960 ? 2007

A S NOTED I N BUSINESS M E E T I N G M I N U T E SE U E E E L I N G MIELINUE E

April 16, 1961

May 06, 1962

March 29, 1964

OR WEEKLY BULLET INS

Mrs. L. D. Javins
Mr. L. D. Javins

Shirley Javins Ruf ty
Florence Javins Mart in

A l i ce Mart in

Betty Johnson
Harrel l Parrish

Lawrence A. Henley, Jr.
Mar tha Mayhew
Percy Mayhew
Ronnie Mayhew

Binna Mart in
Charles Davis
Carol Amos

Joyce Mayhew
Connie Moore

Mr. Dan Dorsheimer
Mrs. Dan Dorsheimer

Harold Mayhew

Juanita Deck
Brenda Wade

Jimmy Bul lard
Theodore Bul lard

John Byron Clarke
C. Reid Gil ley, I l
Carol L. Henley

Rodney McKinney
Dale Meece
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BAPTISMS

July 10, 1966 Reid Putney
Betty Putney
Taylor Putney
Floyd Adams
Leslie (Mann) Apperson
Jimmy Davis
Marty Davis
Bonetta Moses

December 18, 1966 Gladys A l l e y

E d i t h A l l e y
Donna D i S e r v i o

James Russel l Hester H I

Suzanne H u f f i n e s

W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) M o o r e

Dor i s Moses

M e l i n d a Parr ish

February 1968 Mrs . Ar lene T o n e y
M r . Gar land Toney , Sr.

Ga r l and Toney, Jr.

Karen T o n e y

Mar ie T o n e y

Suzanne T o n e y
Rosal ie S. A l v i s

N o v e m b e r 17, 1968 Cather ine Crowthers

Jef f rey Do lan

Marsha Fie lds

Je f f rey Fields
Juani ta A u s t i n D o l a n

John Fi l le r , Jr.

W i l l i a m Ph i l l i p s

Richard Stagg

Sandra Stagg

Debra Stagg

Aud rey Smi th

Everet t Sm i t h

V i c t o r A u s t i n

Sharon K . G i l l e y

W a r r e n Pro f f i t t

A n n e Branch

J. W a l t e r B ranch

©



July 20, 1969

July 19, 1970

July 25, 1971

February 27, 1972

May 21, 1972

November 11, 1973

February 03, 1974

April 28, 1974

November 10, 1974

July 11, 1976
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BAPTISMS

John W. Carter, Jr.

Cheryl Hollins
Lelia R. (Kirkie) Huddleston
Charles Burback

Wayne Hewitt
Cheryl Ell iott
Brenda Elliott

Tammy Elliott
Anne Headley
John Parker
W i l l i a m Glen Parrish

Lewis V . Henley
Evelyn Javins Henley

Dianne Henley
Michael Raikes

Sylv ia Raikes

Deborah McDaniel
Susan Breeding

Patricia Deck

Bobby Waldrop

Larry W. Platt

Evelyn Deck
Sharon Lynn Proff i t t

Carl Carter, Jr.

Dianna Burton

Beth Smith

Ann V io la Gordon
Teresa A lv i s
Robert McDanie l

Michael Pace

Donna Crawford



June 05, 1977

June 26, 1977

June 25, 1978

January 1980
(possibly Apr i l 21, 1980)

August 1980

A u g u s t 02 , 1981

Oc tobe r 1981

A p r i l 1982

Oc tobe r 02, 1983

M a r c h 23, 1986

N o v e m b e r 01, 1987
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BAPTISMS

Virg i l E. Ewing

Gerry D. Ewing

W i l l i a m Seay
Mark Walker

John Henry Powers

Deborah Pace

Denice Neal
Don Neal

Betty Neal

J. Michael (Mike) Cox
Sue Cox

Jimmy Cox

Tracy Lynn Cox

Thomas Heff inger, Jr.

Wi l l i am (Bi l l ) Gordon

Tammy Burton
Janis L . R o b e r t s

M a t t h e w S m i t h

Theresa Pace

Kel l ie Burton

Andrew Gri f fey, Jr.

K imber ly Hef f inger
Christopher Mayes

Kristof fer Wi l l i s

Susan Renee Heff inger
Sara Smith

Judith Ke l ley
Sandra H a w k P r o f f i t t

Patrick Wi l l i s
Janis Cave Hewi t t

Mack Tyler

Bryan Morr is
Darryl Morr is



January 24, 1988

January 1990

A u g u s t 04, 199]

A u g u s t 1992

February 1994

O c t o b e r 1997

A u g u s t 16, 1998

April 18, 1999

April 23, 2000

N o v e m b e r 04, 2001

M a r c h 31, 2002

M a y 25, 2003
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BAPTISMS

Whitney Duke

Douglas Stieber

Heather L y n n N u c k o l s

B randon Pro f f i t t

Tabatha L . P ro f f i t t

D a n n Gann

Joey Powers

R o b e r t Steven C o l l i n s

Chr i s t i an A n n R o w e

D a v i d M a t h e s

W i l l i a m W e s l e y Hew i t t , Sr.

Christopher E. Hawk
C. Kyle Hawk

Teresa N i c o l e G o r d o n

De id ra A n n H a m m a c k

Chad Thomas H a m m a c k

Gay H a t c h e r

Timothy Brian Hatcher

David W. Branch

Gwendolyn H. Branch
David Branch, Jr.
A m y B r a n c h

Wi l l i am Wesley Hewit t , Jr.
K i m Newberry
Hope Newberry

John Wesley Moore
Jessica K. Rutledge
Maranda Smith

Donna Smith

Roger Watkins



November 23, 2003

August 08, 2004

May 22, 2005

August 14, 2005

September 24, 2006

October 28, 2007
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BAPTISMS

Teresa Ann Tyler
Wendell Lee Tyler, Jr.

Er in M i l l s
Mel issa Houston
Mackenzie C. Jones

Christian A n n Rowe

Suzanne T. M i l l s
Carol ine Wheeler

Mabe l L . Dav is

Renea Tyler

Katherine LeeAnn Adams

Linda C. Good
Ana Gabriela Leahy

Marcus Houston



EXHIBIT I l
PASTORS

D O V E R B A P T I S T C H U R C H

M A N A K I N , V I R G I N I A

Wil l iam Webber ? Fall 1773 ? Feb. 1808

Matthew Woodson Webber -

Reuben Ford ?

Robert Farrar ? 1842 - 1847

LT. Tinsley ~

Joseph Rock ? 1847 ? 1848

Archar B. Smith ? 1849 ? Jan. 1867

G. Exall ?

? Rennolds ? May 1869

Dr. Str ingfe l low ? July 1869

Archar B. Smith ? March 1870

D. M. Winfree ~ Jan. 1870 ? Jan. 1882

Hugh D. Ragland ? Sept. 1874 -? Aug. 20, 1881

Edmund Harrison ? March 1883 ? A p r i l 1895

Prof. R. B. Col l ier ~ Aug. 1896 ? A p r i l 1900

A.D. Louthan ? Oct. 1900 ? Dec. 1904

F. L. Hardy ? M a y 1905 ? Jan. 1908

James A. Clarke ? Oct. 1908 ? Aug. 1910

W. D. Anderson ? Feb. 1911 - Dec. 1911

C. Roy Angel ? June 1912 ? Oct. 1912

W. T. Halstead ~ Nov. 1913 ? June 1914

H. O. Wyatt ? Jan. 1915 ? Jan. 1916

Rev. Wicks ? Feb. 1917 ? M a y 1917

L lewe l l yn C. Northern ? Oct. 1917 ? Feb. 1919

C. I. Herr in ? Nov. 1919 ? Feb. 1921

J. Hi l l i s M i l l e r ?- June 1922 ? M a y 1925
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Joseph Rotel la ? Aug. 2, 1925 ? Aug. 1938

Daniel Fowler ? March 1939 ? Aug. 1940

Ar thur B r o w n ? Feb. 1941 - M a y 1942

M e l v i n Bradshaw ? Apr i l 1944 ? Sept. 1944

W i l l i a m Bruff ie Conner ? June 1946 ? Sept. 1949

Randolph B. Hal l ? Jan. 1950 - Dec. 1951

E. Hugh Ragland ? June 1952 ? Sept. 1952 (Inter im)

Ernest D. Clark - June 1953 ? Oct. 10, 1954

Walter L. Bradley - March 1, 1955 ? March 26, 1967

Dr. George W. Sadler ? July 1967 ? Jan. 1968 (Inter im)

John Poole El l iot t ? Jan. 21, 1968 ? July 1978 (Pastor Emeritus -June 83-Oct. 88)

John C. Cowel l ? Jan. 1, 1979 ? Aug. 9, 1981

John Poole El l iot t ? Oct. 1981 ? June 1982 (Inter im)

Wal ter L. Mayes ? June 6, 1982 ? Dec. 30, 1984

Dr. Ben Bruner ? M a y 1985 ? Nov . 1985 (Inter im)

Dr. W i l l i a m R. Hol l is ? Nov. 1985 ? Nov . 30, 1991 (Pastor Emeri tus?2/04-12/05)

Ronald C. Hal l ? M a y 10, 1992 ? Oct. 28, 1996

Dr. Julian H. Pentecost ? Jan. 1997 ? July 1998 (Inter im)

Terry M a c k Welborn ? Nov . 23, 1998 ? Sept. 30, 2006

Michael A . Garner ? Feb. 1, 2007 ?



EXHIB IT WI

?A CHILD?S REMEMBRANCES?

M E M O R I E S OF M Y E A R L Y YEARS A T D O V E R BAPTIST CHURCH,
M A N A K I N , V I R G I N I A

BY M A R Y KATHERINE HENLEY SHEPPARD

The white frame church building stood along side the narrow road and faced south into a

grove o f century-old trees with broad reaching limbs, knarled trunks and roots thatgrew
along the top o f the ground making great ridges and wonderful places for huge black ants
to live. Not all families had automobiles in these days and many folks walked to church
or even road horseback, tying their horse in the shade o f one o f the large trees. Those
who drove cars parked as i f they had suddenly run out o f gas and drifted off the road to
wait for help. They parked haphazardly outside a wire fence that had a fancy scrollwork
top. Some of the fence panels were bent and leaning, maybe from confrontation with an
automobile or horse but more probably f r om carrying the weight o f too much resting by
members as they visited and waited to go inside.

Y o u entered into the church yard on a graveled wa l k through a wire gate. The wa l k

continued a f e w feet before it split into a ??Y? formation, each prong leading to one o f two
identical f ront doors. The Webber monument, wh i ch had been placed in 1923, stood i n

the fork o f the walk. Each walk was lined wi th daffodi ls that bloomed to herald spring
and the fol iage made excellent places for hiding Easter eggs. Daffodi ls also grew along

the west side o f the bui ld ing ? another great h id ing place! There was not much grass ?
more l ike a mixture o f green weeds. A wet spring might br ing about the need to push a

handmower up and down af e w times but certainly no need fo r weekly mowings. Folks
didn?t feel i t was necessary that a lush green carpet cover God?s good black dirt. The east

side o f the church yard had no grass at all ? just soft, green moss ? always sl ightly damp
and very soothing to the bare foot.

The walks led to about four steps up to an uncovered stoop and r ight into the bui lding.
The doors were wide and heavy w i t h large locks. Mr. L. C. Clarke (Uncle Lou), wearing
his trade-mark derby, nearly always stood at the left f ront door (called the Ladies? side

and used more than the door on the right) and welcomed those arriving. Mr. Clarke
arrived early to ?open up?, f i l l and light the lamps, make fires in the two pot-bellied black

stoves and open the tal l outside louvered shutters which were closed at the end o f every
service. I looked forward to arriving early to tag along when he opened the shutters or
either | accompanied h im on ?close-up? (that?s how I know the moss on the east side

was soothing to the foot ? in suitable weather, I was always ready to k ick o f f m y shoes as

I le f t the building).
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As you entered the building, through either left or right f ront doors, straight ahead ont h e

back wal l o f the sanctuary were two identical doors which were o n l y opened during
summer and that to al low venti lat ion (as well as the entrance o f bees, bugs and flies, dogs

seeking religion w i t h their masters, and sometimes a snake ? no doubt a descendent f rom

the ?Garden? seeking repentance).

Entering on the left front you came into a short hall, probably twelve feet, before mov ing
through divided swinging doors into the sanctuary. Immediately to the le f t after entering,
there was another short hall, probably eight feet, along the front wa l l that led to a door to
the stairs and balcony where there were three Sunday School classrooms. Another door
f rom this short front hall opened into the ?coal room? where all contents were covered

wi th a thick layer o f black coal dust. A large bin fo r coal, a few mops and a broom, some
rags, the coal shuttle and oi l can as we l l as the ?funeral home? fans were kept here. M r .
Clarke usually decided when the fans were to be brought out for the season and the first
?fanning? could produce quite a dust! We had a few ?nice? fans made f rom woven palm

and these would appear about revival time. Mr. Clarke collected the fans after each use

and deposited them back into the ?coal room?.

When you entered by way o f the r ight front door, you passed through ah a l l and identical
swinging doors to the sanctuary. On the right side o f this hall was a small classroom used
by the Beginner class. I t was a cheery room and had ?small people? table, chairs and

bookcase, all painted white. This was the only classroom where a rug covered the wide

pine board floors ? the rug was a woven reed-type covering.

Between the two entrance halls and under the balcony rooms, there was a large classroom
used by the Adult Men. This was a bright room having two southern exposure windows.

Folding paneled doors across the front allowed the room to be opened fo r over f low
sanctuary seating. I t contained pine benches l ike those in the sanctuary. I don?t

remember this space being needed for overf low very often (maybe for a funeral);
however, the men who were to take the ?collection? sat here until their ?duty? time

came.

The sanctuary was a large room, the ful l w id th o f the bui ld ing and extending to the back
wall . There were three tall, wide windows on each side. These were opened wide in
summer and, along wi th opened doors ? back and front ? provided fa i r ly adequate cross-
venti lat ion as well as additional opportunities for entrance o f all sorts o f f l y i ng creatures.

There were no screens on the windows or doors and no curtains, shades or draperies.
These large windows provided sufficient l ight for daytime services and the lamps were

not l i t except on dark cloudy days and for night activities. The ?whack? o f an
adventurous insect f ly ing too close to an oi l lamp was a common sound dur ing summer

night services.
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The sanctuary had two aisles extending from the entrance halls. Pine benches ? straight
and hard ? faced the pulpit and fil led the center area between the aisles. Toward the

outside wall from each aisle there were a few benches facing front, then a large open area
where the black pot-bellied stoves stood. Further on, on both sides, there were additional

benches facing center. On the left side near the back corner was an upright piano. A
small area behind the piano served as a storage space for literature, records and

accumulated mess. On the right side back wall (opposite piano) was a glass-doored
bookcase which housed the library. I don?t remember the subjects or titles o f the books

kept here; I wasn?t much into reading at this point. I do remember that the glass doors

were usually locked, and Miss Elizabeth DuVal, apparently the Librarian, held the key.
On the few occasions when I examined the books, I remember a damp musty odor.

The benches facing center on the left side were used by the Adult Ladies for classroom

space during the Sunday School hour and by the choir during ?preaching?. The choir was
@ mixture o f humanity from children to senior citizens. There was no organized or
scheduled choir practice except in preparation for very special occasions ? mostly
Christmas pageants or other plays. Benches facing center on the sanctuary right side
provided space for the co-ed Young People?s class.

The pulpit area was raised two steps from the sanctuary floor, centered on the back wall

and covered most of the area between the two back doors. It extended perhaps eight feet
to ten feet into the sanctuary. The pulpit floor was covered wi th a faded, patterned carpet
and two chairs on the back wall, as well as one on each side o f the pulpit down on

sanctuary level, were covered in burgundy velour. There was no communion table, per
se. A small table stood center front to hold the bread and juice when the Lord?s Supper
was shared, and, at other times, the collection plates rested here. A stained memorial
window (given by the Misses Bowles) depicting the Good Shepherd was installed in the
back wal l above the pulpit area.

The middle portion o f the sanctuary had three square wooden columns down the center
for building support. Oi l lamps, sitting in fancy wrought-iron holders, were mounted to

the sides on these columns as well as on the outside walls and along the bottom edge o f
the balcony. Electricity came to Dover in 1939/40, The sanctuary walls were papered in
a tone-on-tone cream colored design and the woodwork was painted in an off-white
color.

Pipes from each o f the pot-bellied stoves rose straight up toward the ceiling and then
turned across the sanctuary to meet in the center and rise further in a single pipe out
through the roof.

The balcony ran the width o f the building and three light and bright classrooms opened
unto this walkway. The first room was used for the Primary class. Furniture here was
scaled down to fit the age group and the teacher?s desk was in the shape o f a half-round
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(like half o f a donut). A bench stood on one wall. As a student here, I remember
individual attendance posters depicting a biblical scene on which each student who was
present would get to place a sticker o f an animal, person or flower, appropriate tot h e
scene. I liked to have, perhaps, a lamb resting on a tree l imb or maybe a bunch of flowers
sprouting forth from a character?s head. The more ridiculous, the better! These posters
were tacked along the wall, providing décor and each student could see how many
Sundays they had attended. We also had large lesson-teaching posters which would

portray the lesson topic or purpose. In a corner of this room was a small storagearea
where Christmas decorations and pageant costumes were kept. I remember, in particular,
a large and beautiful pair of angel wings made with curved and shaped wire coveredw i t h

white gauze. It was always a great treat to try these on, though they were not quite me .
and there was always a big-to-do at Christmas to see who would be picked to be the ?big
angel and wear the beautiful wings! Only girls could be angels, of course! There were
several pairs of wings for little girls which included halos made from wire wound in

white and gold tinsel.

The middle room on the balcony was a large room (identical in size to t h e A d u l t M e n ? s

room below) where the Junior class met. This room didn?t have any interesting corners
and had a combinat ion o f benches and odd chairs fo r seating. A l l classes were co-ed.

The last balcony room was used by the Intermediate age group and was not a very
inviting space ? pine benches, a table and a bookcase are the only items I remember
being in this room.I felt that this age group was more mature and they were expected to

be sort o f dull.

The cemetery was where i t is today. Amazing, isn?t it, that something hasn?t changed?
The cemetery was enclosed w i t h the same wire fencing that separated the bui ld ing f ron t
f rom the parking area. A wide gate about hal fway on the road side a l lowed entrance o f
the funeral track. Gravel walks passed between the gravesites. Mos t o f the bur ia l sites

were surrounded by a cement ?cradle?. Many sites had no marker bu t sometimes a name
or date was scratched in the cement ?cradle?. O f course, the Woodson fam i l y section

wi th its imposing and threatening (do not enter) i ron fence and the L igon fam i l y area w i t h
the raised br ick border were there. Those laid to rest here enjoyed deep shade f r o m the
wide branches o f several large oaks. Each fami ly was responsible fo r upkeep o f the i r

section and I spent many carefree hours here w i t h my mother and aunts as they raked

leaves, cl ipped grass or planted flowers. I spent m y t ime sk ipp ing and hopping f r om one
?cradle? to the next ? seeing how far I could go w i thou t touching ground. I n the Spring, I

w o u l d sometimes pick the daffodi ls and place a few at several gravesites.

There were no modern-day ?convenience facil it ies?. A n unisex outhouse was located to

the east, outside o f the fence, and was camouflaged by a dense growth o f honeysuck le

and poison oak. This place was used on ly in dire emergency since i t was inhabi ted b y
black snakes and spiders. Occasionally, someone w o u l d th row l ime over every th ing
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which created the look o f a huge ghost lurking in the bushes. Large trees provided more
comfort than just shade!

A really wonderful spring provided refreshment and was located over the eastern knoll

ne down the hill by the edge of a creek. A worn path led through the woods, down to
ubbly,oly, Cool and abundant water. It was always an excursion to go skipping down to the

spring throwing rocks and sticks along the way. In hot weather, a bucket o f cool liquid
might be brought back and placed in the shade of a tree where the thirsty drank from a

common dipper. The path to the spring provided a convenient stroll for ?courting
couples?.

T h e r e was always a week o f hot summer revival. Most o f the guest preachers were long-

winded and quite strong o f lung (as were some pastors I remember). They all seemed to
feel they had a captive audience o f ?first class? sinners. Revivals started on Sunday
morning and continued Sunday night through Friday night. Families fed the pastor and

guest speaker for lunch and supper and occasionally provided the week?s lodging. The
children made jokes about ?having the preacher for lunch/supper ? sure hope he?s

tender?! The last night o f revival would go on and on and on ? depending on how many
sinners had responded to nightly invitations and how may were left warming the benches.
I can remember being disciplined a number o f times because I would bang my feet
against the bench or would conveniently drop the hymn book whenI had gotten tired and

felt it was time to ?hang it up?. Revivals were a time for visiting and catching up on local
News since attendance was usually good and many community folks who were not
regular attendees would come out to hear the ?word?. Too, family members who had left
the community for better (2) places would sometimes return to spend their vacation
during revival time.

The church and its sponsored activities coupled w i t h the local school events were the

heart o f communi ty recreation. There were no nearby theatres, putt-putts or theme parks

where chi ldren could release pent up energy and no approved hangouts where young

people could socialize. I remember the annual Sunday School picnic when adults jo ined

the chi ldren in games and fun. There wou ld be tables ladened w i t h a l l sort o f ?country?
food and homemade ice cream for dessert. T w o f ive-gal lon hand cranked freezers were

used ? one for vani l la and the other for chocolate. The young boys were called on early
i n the afternoon to crank the freezers and then the freezers were packed in newspaper and

crocus sacks to ripen. People f i l led their plates and sat on the ground or on ?running
boards? to eat. The ants eagerly accepted their standing inv i tat ion to attend all events. I

remember a f e w times when the picnic-ers wou ld journey to one o f the publ ic lakes east
o f Richmond or maybe to Mt . Bernard Lake for an afternoon o f recreation. I?ve heard o f

train excursions to Buckroe Beach but they were before my time. On one such outing, I

t h i nk to Eley?s Lake, I wandered off, exploring, as I was prone to do, and came upon two
men boxing. N o t having been exposed to this ?sport?, I thought they were mad wi th each

other and were fight ing. I was terri f ied and the day, for me, was ruined.
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Lawn parties were held to raise funds for certain projects. The ladiesprovided candy,
cookies and other baked goodies for sale ? two cents for a large chunk o f fudge oF

divinity (appropriate for a church event, don?t you think?). A large wooden-staved barrel
containing surprises tied with a string that hung out over the r im created a ?grab bag?. A
nickel would buy you a string o f your choice and the prize attached to its end. The prizes
weren?t much, by today?s standards - a box of crayons or a book, hairribbons, a bar o f
soap or a wash cloth ? but the element o f surprise created great excitementand joy for a

child. Aprons, homemade jams, jellies and pickles as well as other hum-drum items were
offered for sale. I was mainly interested in edible items.

The Easter egg hunt was the great event o f spring. We came wi th baskets, b rown bags, or
even a tin pail (K ing syrup, o f course) to search for and gather eggs hidden in the daffodi l

foliage and pro l i f ic weeds. The eggs were not ind iv idual ly wrapped and were the g u m m y
type, coated in sweet-candy pastel colors. I f the fol iage was wet, what a mess! There

wou ld be a few chocolate covered marshmal low eggs and they were my prime target ?
you got to keep what you found. | a t e the chocolate variety and used the gummy k ind fo r
m y own ?at home? egg hunt, hiding them under chair cushions and in m y mother?s

potted plants. I f m y mother watered her plants between my ?hiding? day and m y

?finding? day, we had another king-sized googy mess!

Hol loween parties were not held at church but at the old Manakin schoolhouse. This was
a combined effort since, for the most part, the same famil ies attended both the church and
school. Carved pumpkins, apple bobbing and the haunted house were the highl ights o f

this activity. Everyone, including most adults, wou ld dress in costumes even i f the
costume didn?t depick anything in particular. Outf i ts for tramps, scarecrows, witches and
ghosts were devised f rom old clothing or pul led f rom the rag bag. We sat around a b i g
b lack pot and everyone drew a card f rom the pot on which had been indicated some type
o f antic you had to perform ~ sing a song, do a somersault, stand on your head, recite a

poem. O f course, we had refreshments.

The Christmas pageant was the highl ight and most anticipated event o f the year. Miss
Mary Clarke wrote and directed the pageants. We had, what I thought were, very
professional costumes, sewn by ladies o f the church w i t h golden braid, gl i t tering stones

and bold beautiful colors. These were not bedspreads or scarves that could be draped
over just anyone and still f i t . The person portraying a certain part was picked to f i t the
elegant costume already available for that character. Miss Clarke had great imaginat ion
in putt ing pageants together. We had the usual scenes ? shepherds, wise men and
manger ~? but she wou ld have other scenes, too ? K ing Wenceslaus, Herod, Isaiah,
El izabeth and Zechariah. Carols and scripture were interspersed w i t h the scenes. Our

pageants wou ld be quite a production fo r a small rural church. The sanctuary wou ld be
f i l l ed w i t h people and the congregational singing o f fami l iar carols w o u l d bounce f rom
wal l to wa l l to tall ceil ing. The Sunday School Superintendent wou ld distr ibute a smal l

box o f hard candy along wi th an apple and orange to each child. I didn?t mind t ry ing to
get in l ine twice!



- 7 -

I was a member o f the Sunbeam Band and attended Girls In Action at the same time.

While I was o f Sunbeam age, my Mother was G.A. Leader and my Sister a member, so I
attended both mission groups. The Sunbeams met on Sunday morning once a month
during preaching time. The G.A.?s met in member?s homes. We had Baptist Young
People?s Union on Sunday nights. Sometimes there would be quite a crowd. I remember
Bible Dril ls when everyone would line up across the front o f the sanctuary ? Bibles in
hand ?a n d the leader would call out a scripture. The first one to locate chapter and verse
would step forward and be rewarded by being asked to read the selection.

O f course, there are remembrances o f personalit ies, habits and customs ? some

remembered more fondly, I guess, than others. Impressions come and go wi th passing
years. We were not al lowed to run, j ump , bang on the piano or p lay in the church
bu i ld ing . Fo lks wore their best clothes ? sometimes patched but always clean ? to church

because ?going to church? was a special event. Ch i ld ren did not have offer ing envelopes
but a b o w l or basket was passed in class to collect love gi f ts ? mostly pennies, maybe a

n icke l , sometimes nothing. I usual ly had a penny and sometimes gave thought to hold ing
it back envis ioning the BB-Ba ts i t wou ld purchase on m y next tr ip to the store. We
played in the yard or park ing area before and after church ? tag or hide and seek ? whi le

w a i t i n g for the adults to f in ish visit ing. I f a ball was available, we would play ?annie-

over? using Mrs. M o l l i e DuVal?s car. This was very vex ing to her. The clean clothes we
arr ived in d id not always go home in the same condit ion.

People sat in the same places Sunday after Sunday. W o m e n (always wear ing a hat) sat
on the left side o f the sanctuary and men on the right. Couples, unless newlyweds or

court ing, d id no t sit together. I n the winter, you tr ied to get a seat as close as possible to
the pot -be l l ied stoves and, in summer, you raced fo r a w i n d o w seat. Uncle L o u Clarke

seemed to p i ck morn ing prayer t ime as his cue to stoke the fires and the ratt l ing and

c lunk i ng o f coal be ing th rown into the stoves w o u l d just about drown out Mr. George
Keeton?s prayer. M r . Keeton, who was usual ly called on to offer the morning prayer,
used the same words and phrases week after week unt i l most o f the chi ldren could recite
his prayer w i t h him. His devoted dog often accompanied h im to church and w o u l d

somet imes come inside, search unt i l he found his master, cur l up at his feet, and eagerly
awai t the end o f service.

Playing the piano always fascinated me but wasa talent I was never able to master. We

had several pianists, each wi th their own distinct touch. Two o f my aunts played ?so f t l y
and sedately. One lady played with great gusto ? never mind the wrong notes. Our most

precise pianist was Mrs. Sue Bess Clarke and her daughter, Frances, could really tickle
the ivories. Every key on the board got a good dusting when Frances played. It was a

real treat to hear her play.

Church activities were seldom cancelled due to weather or road conditions. After all,
these activities were the highlight o f the week and everyone was anxious to get out and
see neighbors and friends. Too, roads were not four-laners nor even paved in some
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places, so what?s the difference in four inches o f spring mud and four inches o f winter

snow?

These reminisces are of a period in my life from the early 1930?s to the 1940?s. I?m told
that | started attending Dover when I was around five weeks old and that I slept and
burped on a back bench. I joined with the congregation at about agetwe lvea n d have
been active here all o f my adult life. I joined in marriage with my husband, Will iam
Sheppard, in this frame building on June 25, 1949. Sadly, this beloved place o f my
memories bumed to the ground in the early morning hours o f October 30, 1951. T h e

existing house o f worship was dedicated in April o f 1955.

There wi l l be some who may chance to read this, my trip down memory lane, andw h o
wi l l ask ?why? and ?what?s the purpose?? The answer to ?why? is because I wanted to
recall things and events in my early life that had made me happy ? occasions and people
that had influenced my sense o f adult values. As to ?purpose?, these remembrances have
been written just for me and as I have spent time and thought with these memories, I
realize just how much the past influences the present as well as the future. We often talk
and sometimes wish for the ?good old days?, but I have learned that those old days were
nota bit better than those I live right now or might live in the future. It?s wonderful to

remember and learn from the past, but it is stifling to live the present or future there.

Writ ten Winter 1994-95
Published in Goochland County Historical Society Magazine, Vol. 27, 1995



E X H I B I T I V

SUMMATION ? DEEDS

Mrs. Agee discussed, in her history, the subject o f land on which the 1855 structure was

built which is the same land on which our present sanctuary building stands, and

concluded that after a thorough search in the Goochland County Clerk?s Office, there was

no Deed recorded to cover this area. Other Deeds include:

1. A Deed conveying property on wh ich the Meet ing House once stood

(one room log structure) is on f i l e in Goochland County Clerk?s Off ice.

Deed Book No. 34, Page 389. This Deed, dated February 1846, between

Phi l ip Woodson and ?trustees fo r the benefi t o f the regular Baptist
Denominat ion who compose the General Associat ion o f Baptists in
V i rg in ia? was made by Phi l ip Woodson to carry out the wishes o f his

deceased father, Mat thew Woodson, w h o ?did in his l i fe t ime cause a

meeting house call?d Dover to be bu i l t upon his own land in the
County o f Goochland ...?. Upon the death o f Mat thew Woodson,

this land had been inherited by his son, Phil ip. This Deed further
States that Phi l ip Woodson ?doth hereby fo r and in consideration
o f the premises as wel l as f o r the further consideration o f f ive dol lars?

give this ?piece or parcel o f land upon w h i c h said meeting house
stands containing one acre?. Apparent ly, f r om the t ime o f its

const i tut ion in 1773 to the year 1846, Dover Meet ing House stood
on land belonging to Mat thew Woodson. Whi le Mat thew Woodson,
a close fr iend o f W i l l i a m Webber, Dover?s founding pastor, ?caused?
a meeting house to be constructed on his land, he never legal ly

conveyed such parcel before his death. I t is interesting to note here
that nine years after this Deed was made, meeting house members

decided, in 1855, t o abandon this property and bui ld a newm e e t i n g
house across what is now Manak in Road.

2. A Deed, drawn and dated March 3, 1886, and recorded in Goochland

County Clerk?s Of f i ce on 1 6 " o f M a y 1887 (over a year after drawing)
between ?E, J. D u V a l and Rhoda T. DuVa l , his w i fe , o f Goochland

County, V i rg in ia .. . for and in consideration o f the deep interest
they feel in the welfare and prosperi ty o f Dove r Church .. . and in

consideration o f f ive dollars cash i n hand .., do grant unto said

trustees ... a certain peace or parcel o f land ... containing three

quarters o f an acre .. . f o r the purpose o f a bury ing ground...?. This
land wou ld be Dover?s present cemetery.
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3. Deed Book No. 76, Page 32, Goochland County Clerk?s O t an
under date o f 28" day o f April 1948, conveys from James ~ a "
and Virginia D. Sloan, his wife, a parcel o f land 200 x 20 e n
present day Manakin Road, beginning at intersection with a
line o f Dover Baptist Church lot and extending back east. The ;
church paid $10.00 for this parcel. October 1946 business Sessior
minutes state that Mr. Sloan was expected to give aparcel o f lan
100° x 200° on present day Manakin Road. These minutes also
reported that this land would be used for building a parsonage.

However, the parsonage never materialized and whentheparce
was finally transferred, the Deed stipulates a parcel 200? x 200?.

4. Deed B o o k No. 82, Page 37, Goochland County Clerk?s Of f i ce ,

contains Deed under date o f 2 3 day o f September, 1952, ?between
J. W. Harman and Genevieve S. Harman, his wife, o f the C i ty o f

Richmond, State o f V i rg in ia , parties o f the f i rst part and Bernard S.

Henley, M e l v i n B. Powers, Thomas S. Staples, Ben jam in S. D u v a l ,
and W. V . DuVal , Trustees o f Dover Bapt ist Church ...?. This
Deed conveyed 0.42 o f an acre to the rear o f exist ing proper ty
and stipulated that this ?lot w i l l not be used by said Church as a
cemetery. . .?

A Deed made ?13" day o f August, 1964,? (and f i led in Deed B o o k

No. 100, Page 33, Goochland County Clerk?s Of f ice) , ?by and
between Garner Investment Corporation, a V i rg i n i a Corporat ion,

party o f the first part and Earl Henley and W i l l i a m N . Sheppard,
surviving Trustees o f Dover Baptist Church, GoochlandC o u n t y ,

V i rg in ia , parties o f the second part W I T N E S S E T H : that i n
consideration o f one dollars ($1) ... grant and convey ... a l l that
certain piece or parcel o f land containing 2.00 acres ...?. This

Deed was recorded in the Clerk?s Of f i ce o n the 9% day o f
September 1964.
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D O V E R B A P T I S T C H U R C H

PROPERTY

#1. N o D e e d has e v e r been f o u n d fo ro r i g i n a l

p rope r t y on east s i d e o f Rt. 6 2 ! (apprx .
1.1 acres). Th i s is the land o n w h i c h the

present sanc tuary stands. H o w e v e r , w h e n
the Deed was reco rded in M a y 1887 ( # 2 )

g r a n t i n g % acre f o r ? b u r y i n g g round? ,

g ran ted p r o p e r t y was desc r i bed as bounded

?on the n o r t h and east by lands o f D o v e r

C o l e M i n e C o m p a n y , o n the s o u t h b y the

D o v e r C h u r c h p rope r t y , on the wes t b y

M a n a k i n F e r r y Road?. T h e w o r d s ?on

the south b y t h e D o v e r C h u r c h p rope r t y?

indicate that the p r o p e r t y ( # 1 ) w h e r e

Dover?s present sanc tua ry stands was

Cons ide red a t tha t t i m e t o be o w n e d by
D o v e r C h u r c h .

#2. Deed da ted 3 ? M a r c h 1886, reco rded

M a y 1887: E. J. D u V a l & R h o d a D u V a l ?

% acre f o r ? b u r y i n g g round? .

#3. DB #76, page 32 ? dated 28 " Apr i l 1948,
recorded June 1948: James & Virg in ia
Sloan ~ lot 200? x 200° (apprx. 0.91 ac.)

#4. DB #82, page 37 ? dated 2 3 " September
1952, recorded A p r i l 1953: J. W. and
Genevieve Harmon ? 0.42 acre.

#5. D B #100, page 33 ? dated 13? August 1964,
recorded September 1964: Gamer Investment
Corporation ? 2.0 acres.

Footages t a k e n f r o m s u r v e y ? A u g u s t 2001 ? b y

H u l c h e r & A s s o c i a t e s , Inc .

T o t a l acreage s h o w n as 4.81 acres

Drawing not to scale ? M.K_H.S. ? March 2008


