


2 PETER / MAKE EVERY EFFORT

The Apostle Peter, knowing the end of his life is near as he faces his 
execution, writes with fervor to encourage the church to persevere in the 
midst of persecution and to walk as faithful followers of Jesus in the midst 
of exile. He wants them to know that, even as he and the other original 
apostles leave this world, God has given the church all that they need to 
live Godly lives in the midst of a world that is pushing them to the margins. 
We face the same kind of exile today, even if it doesn’t look exactly the 
same. Peter’s words hit home for us as we seek to be faithful disciples of 
Jesus in the midst of a hostile and opposing culture.

Part 5: Every Effort to Know His Return
Read the text: 2 Peter 3:1-13

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In 
both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of 
reminder, that you should remember the predictions of the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 
your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in 
the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. They 
will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the 
beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this fact, that 
the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of 
water and through water by the word of God, and that by means 
of these the world that then existed was deluged with water 
and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that 



now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of 
judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 
bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.

Peter tells the church that he’s writing to stir up their minds by 
way of reminder. Literally, he’s saying that he wants to wake them 
up to reality. False teachers are coming into the community and 
saying Jesus isn’t actually going to return; and the church is being 
lulled to sleep by this lie. It’s getting easier for them to believe this 
lie because Jesus still hasn’t come back, the apostles are dying, 
and things only seem to be getting worse. Peter reminds them 
that God has already broken into this world in the past (creation, 
the flood) and will once again break into this world to create the 
new heaven and new earth and reign forever. If this is what’s real, 
then the church is invited to live lives of holiness and godliness 
while waiting for Jesus’ return.



Today, we live in a world that denies the reality of the 
transcendent. Our world is living asleep in the lie of the “immanent 
frame”…that this material world is all that exists. Peter’s words 
should wake us up to the reality that we are eternal beings 
rescued by Jesus and called into his eternal kingdom. In light of 
this reality, we’re invited to live lives of faithful and fruitful 
presence while we wait for His return.

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. The “immanent frame” is the predominant way of seeing our 
world in post-modern, secular culture. It says that there is no 
transcendent or spiritual reality…that this material world is all 
there is. How do you see this idea present in our world?

2. How has this idea shaped you? Most of us probably wouldn’t 
say its true, but we often live functionally as if this present 
world is all there is.

3. One way it often shapes us in how we view time. 
Sometimes, we live as if this life is all there is and we need 
to get the most out of it while we have time. This can lead us 
to always be looking forward to the next thing and missing 
the present. It can also lead us to feel anxious about losing 
time; anxious about missed opportunities and wasted years. 
In what ways has the idea of the “immanent frame” shaped 
how you view time?

4. Peter invites us to wake up to the reality that Jesus is going 
to return, recreate a new heaven and new earth, and reign 



forever. He turns on the lights. How is this promise good 
news to you? Try to be as specific and tangible as possible.

5. In light of this eternal reality, we’re called now to live lives of 
faithful and fruitful presence. “Presence” means that we’re 
not escaping or hiding while we wait for Jesus to return. 
Instead, we’re living “awake” in the midst of a sleeping world 
and showing them what life in the kingdom looks like. 
“Faithful and fruitful” means we are living in the way of Jesus 
(holiness and godliness) and bearing fruit in our life. What 
are some tangible areas of your life you would like the Spirit 
to change to help you live a life of “faithful and fruitful 
presence?"


