


2 PETER / MAKE EVERY EFFORT

The Apostle Peter, knowing the end of his life is near as he faces his 
execution, writes with fervor to encourage the church to persevere in the 
midst of persecution and to walk as faithful followers of Jesus in the midst 
of exile. He wants them to know that, even as he and the other original 
apostles leave this world, God has given the church all that they need to 
live Godly lives in the midst of a world that is pushing them to the margins. 
We face the same kind of exile today, even if it doesn’t look exactly the 
same. Peter’s words hit home for us as we seek to be faithful disciples of 
Jesus in the midst of a hostile and opposing culture.

Part 6: Every Effort to Know Endurance
Read the text: 2 Peter 3:14-18

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to 
be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. And 
count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved 
brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given 
him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these 
matters. There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. You therefore, 
beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 
carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own 
stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 
of eternity. Amen.



Peter finishes his letter reminding the church how to live as they 
wait for the return of Christ. He calls them to live lives of patience 
and thoroughness in the midst of a world that is very impatient 
and not thorough. We can choose patience because Jesus has 
been patient with us and has not yet returned so that more of us 
might come to know Him. His patience frees us to be patient. We 
can be thorough because the Bible itself is thorough. This leads 
us to slow down and really seek to understand Scripture, giving 
us stability in a world that is very unstable and easily swayed. So, 
as we wait for heaven to break into earth, we are freed from 
needing to hurry or anxiously grasping at answers. Instead, 
because we are patient and thorough in holding onto God’s 
promises, we can rest and grow in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Pastor Eddie shared that we live in a world that is very 
impatient. What are some examples of that in our world?

2. Jesus has been so patient with us, not returning yet so that 
more of us may turn back to Him. So, we can be patient with 
Him as we await His return. Patience for Jesus’ return is 
really patience for things to be made right. Where do you 
see impatience show up in your own life? 

3. What do you think that impatience is revealing about you? 
What desires might be underneath your impatience? How 
does looking to Jesus and His patience help?



4. Pastor Eddie also shared that our world is not thorough. In 
the race to be first, we sacrifice the pursuit of truth for the 
pursuit of attention. How do you see this play out in our 
world? What are some symptoms of this reality?

5. How has this shaped you and led you to sacrifice 
thoroughness in you own life, especially when it comes to 
knowing God and knowing His Word? What are some 
tangible ways you want to grow in knowing the truth so that 
you are stable in a very unstable world? Try to be specific 
with each other.


