


SPIRITUAL FORMATION: SERVICE

This quarter, we will focus on becoming more like Jesus through the 
intentional practice of service. Our hope is that through this practice we are 
formed into servants, becoming more like Jesus, our suffering Servant. The 
practice of serving, or giving our lives...our time, energy, gifts, and 
resources...for the good of others, helps us follow Jesus on the road to the 
cross. It helps us learn to lay down our lives for others in small and often 
unseen ways; each time a picture of how Jesus has served us. 

Formation through Service
Read the text: John 13:1-17 (1-9 included below)

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a 
towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered 
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 
you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 



share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!”

By washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus demonstrates His heart and that He 
came “not to be served, but to serve and give His life as a ransom for 
many.” Jesus then invites His disciples to follow His way, the way of giving 
themselves away in service to others. The way of service is the way of true 
flourishing. Before we can follow His example and become servants like 
Him, we, like Peter in the story, must first be served by Jesus. We must 
receive His service to us. He must first wash our feet. When we receive His 
service and His deep love for us, it then frees us to go and serve others 
without expecting anything in return. 

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Does God forming you more and more into a servant sound 
like good news to you? Does serving others sound life-giving 
to you? However you answer, why do you think that is? 

2. Think about Jesus getting down on the ground and washing 
your feet. Would that make you uncomfortable or be hard for 
you to receive like Peter? Why do you think that is? How 
does Jesus serving us challenge our pride (whether too high 
a view of ourselves or too high a view of our sin)?

3. How has Jesus served you? Be specific. Start with the 
ultimate act of service, but also try to name other ways He 
has served you. Have you received that service? What does 
it look like to receive it? (Like Peter saying “Wash all of me!”)

4. We becomes servants by serving. God uses our obedience 
to serve to form us into servants like Jesus. So, what regular 
rhythms of service are you engaged in? If you’d like to grow 



in this area, what are ways you could regularly serve our 
church, your friends/family, or neighbors? What next step 
can you take?

5. Serving others starts with seeing others the way God sees 
them. Because serving others is part of our flourishing, God 
will be faithful to bring us opportunities; we just need to pay 
attention and keep our eyes open. Who are the people you 
need to especially pay attention to this week? 

Consider going through the Service Formation Guide together, 
available on both the Doxa App and website: www.doxa-
church.com/formation-service

http://www.doxa-church.com/formation-service
http://www.doxa-church.com/formation-service

