


HE GAVE / ADVENT 2021

The Christmas season is ultimately about the radical and sacrificial 
generosity of God, sending his son Jesus to be sacrificed on our behalf. 
God is a generous God, giving the ultimate gift. Our generosity during 
the holidays is an echo of God’s generosity toward us. When we give 
our money, time, resources, or energy, we give as a response to the 
great gifts God has first given us; none greater than His own Son.

Part 1: He Gave Us Provision
Read the text: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 
been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe 
test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they 
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their 
means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the 
favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as 
we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then 
by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he 
had started, so he should complete among you this act of 
grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that 
you excel in this act of grace also.

8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of 
others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of 



our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, 
who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire 
to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you 
have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to 
what a person has, not according to what he does not 
have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you 
burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at 
the present time should supply their need, so that their 
abundance may supply your need, that there may be 
fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing 
left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

Paul writes to the church in Corinth and invites them to a greater 
generosity based on the generosity that God has shown them. 
Generosity is giving our resources abundantly, freely, and selflessly to a 
purpose bigger than ourselves. Here in Paul’s letter, we see four 
elements of God’s generosity. First, generosity gives you the greatest 
form of joy, and that joy breeds more generosity (8:2).  Second, 
generosity gives the truest form of fulfillment (8:7). Third, Generosity 
demonstrates that your values are authentic (8:8). And fourth, our 
generosity helps us understand how generous God is (8:9).  

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Aside from God’s extravagant generosity to you, what’s the 
most generous gift you have received? How did that make 
you feel? Why do you think that is?



2. Generosity gives joy….both to those giving and those 
receiving. How does this fit with the cultural narrative around 
what brings happiness? What are moments you’ve tasted 
this kind of real joy?

3. Pastor Eddie shared that generosity demonstrates that your 
values are authentic. It shows your love is genuine. If 
someone were to look at your financial generosity, what 
would they say you value most? It can be uncomfortable to 
talk about money, and there is also an unbiblical view of 
money as bad and poverty as inherently good. Without 
falling into this way of thinking, be curious with each other 
about how your generosity, or lack thereof, may reveal what 
you care most about. 

4. Take some time to share how God has been generous with 
you. Recount his generous provision for you. Be specific and 
tangible. How do you feel sharing that?

5. What next step do you need to take to grow in your 
generosity? Maybe its a conversation with your spouse, if 
you’re married. Maybe its sitting down with a trusted friend to 
talk about your budget. What questions do you have that you 
want to explore further regarding your generosity? 


