


HE GAVE / ADVENT 2021

The Christmas season is ultimately about the radical and sacrificial 
generosity of God, sending his son Jesus to be sacrificed on our behalf. 
God is a generous God, giving the ultimate gift. Our generosity during 
the holidays is an echo of God’s generosity toward us. When we give 
our money, time, resources, or energy, we give as a response to the 
great gifts God has first given us; none greater than His own Son.

Part 3: He Gave Us Hope
Read the text: John 5:1-18

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in 
Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. In 
these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One 
man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had 
already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 
healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am 
going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, 
take up your bed, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, 
and he took up his bed and walked.



Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who 
had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to 
take up your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed 
me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” They 
asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed 
and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed did not know who 
it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to 
him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may 
happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had healed him. And this was why the Jews were 
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the 
Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until 
now, and I am working.”

This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was 
even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

When Jesus shows up at the pool called Bethesda, He brought hope 
both to the hopeless and to the hopeful. Hope is something we all want 
and need, but often go looking for in all the wrong places. Often, the 
sources of our hope fail to meet our needs and let us down, leaving us 
discouraged and disheartened. But when Jesus heals the invalid by the 
pool, He reveals that He alone can bring hope to those who have 
almost given up all hope. Jesus’ subsequent confrontation with the 
religious leaders reveals that He also offered true hope to those with 
misplaced hope, like the Pharisees whose hope was in their own work. 
Whether you’re hopeless or have a misplaced hope, Jesus offers you 
real hope this Advent season. 

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  



1. When you think about “hope,” what comes to mind? What 
are the different conceptions of “hope” in our culture and how 
are these similar or different from biblical hope?

2. Do you resonate more with the story of the invalid, who was 
almost hopeless? Or with the religious leaders, who had a 
misplaced hope? Why do you think that is? If you’re willing, 
share parts of your story connected to this.

3. How do you look past Jesus and put your hope in something 
else instead of Him? The invalid had his hope in the healing 
waters of a pool, the religious leaders in their regulations. 
What do you put your hope in? How does this seem like it’s 
meeting your need, even though it ultimately can’t. 

4. How do you keep your eyes on Jesus, the One who gives 
real hope in tangible, daily ways? What practices are integral 
to doing this? How are you doing in this?

5. Think about one or two non-Christians in your life. Is their 
story more like the invalid, who has almost lost all hope? Or 
like the religious leaders, who have put their hope in 
something besides Jesus? Try to be specific. Take time to 
pray for these friends and ask that God might reveal Jesus 
as their only hope through you.


