


HE GAVE / ADVENT 2021

The Christmas season is ultimately about the radical and sacrificial 
generosity of God, sending his son Jesus to be sacrificed on our behalf. 
God is a generous God, giving the ultimate gift. Our generosity during 
the holidays is an echo of God’s generosity toward us. When we give 
our money, time, resources, or energy, we give as a response to the 
great gifts God has first given us; none greater than His own Son.

Part 4: He Gave Us Provision
Read the text: John 6:1-14

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, 
which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a large crowd was following him, 
because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. Jesus 
went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 
disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at 
hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was 
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy 
bread, so that these people may eat?” He said this to test him, for 
he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him, “Two 
hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of 
them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” Jesus 
said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in 
the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in 
number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given 



thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, 
he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that 
nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve 
baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those 
who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that he had done, 
they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the 
world!”

Christmas is a tangible reminder of God’s provision for us; specifically 
providing peace, and joy, and hope through the gift of His son, Jesus. 
When Jesus feeds the 5,000 beside the Sea of Galilee, He reveals four 
aspects of how He provides. First, He provides instinctually. Just like a 
parent whose instinct is to provide for their child, Jesus’ instinct is to 
provide for His people.  Second, He provides over our heads. 
Sometimes, He brings us to the end of ourselves and then provides in a 
way that displays His gracious generosity. Third, He provides more than 
enough. Jesus didn’t just give everyone a taste. He gave more than 
they could eat and they had to collect the leftovers. As Isaiah writes, the 
Lord “waits to be gracious to you.” Fourth, His provision is bigger than 
we think. As Jesus provides bread in the wilderness, He reminds them 
of when God provided bread for Israel in the wilderness. Jesus is the 
One who will provide for His people’s ultimate need! This gracious 
provision then frees us to be generous and help meet the needs of 
others.  

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Do you really believe that the Father’s instinct is to provide 
for you? Or do you sometimes doubt if He really cares 
enough or is even paying attention? Why do you think that 
is? Are there parts of your story that this connects to?



2. When has God brought you to the end of yourself and then 
provided to show that it was all Him and not you? What was 
that like? 

3. God’s provision is always more than enough. But sometimes 
we don’t really want that much. As C.S. Lewis once wrote, “It 
would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, 
but too weak.” How much of God do you really want in your 
life? Do you want just a taste? Or do you want all of Him? 
Why do you think that is?

4. Isaiah 30:18 says, “the Lord waits to be gracious to you.” Do 
you believe the Father is longing to be gracious and 
generous towards you? Why or why not? If that’s true, how 
would act differently?

5. How does the abundant, generous provision of Jesus shape 
how we provide for others? How would it tangibly shape how 
you view your resources? What needs to change in your life 
to align with the generous heart of the Father?


