
HOW TO GET STARTED.

Hospitality -  discipline eight in our spiritual formation series

SPIRITUAL FORMATION THROUGH HOSPITALITY

This quarter, we will focus on becoming more like Jesus through the intentional practice 
of hospitality. Our hope is that through this practice we are formed more and more 
into the image of Jesus, who welcomed his enemies to the table and made them 
into family.

The practice of hospitality is what Dallas Willard calls a “discipline of engagement.” It’s 
an active practice and by definition can’t be done alone. Rosaria Butterfield helpfully 
defines biblical hospitality as: “making strangers into neighbors and neighbors into the 
family of God.” Our hope, as you’ll see in part 4, is that we become a people who use 
our homes, tables, and time to make strangers into friends...and that as they see and 
hear the good of Jesus through our lives, they become part of the family of God. As we’ll 
discuss in part 3, this kind of hospitality is the key to evangelism in our post-Christian, 
secular world. But it’s not just about changing our world. Hospitality also changes us! Part 
2 will help us see how practicing hospitality forms us more and more into the image of 
Jesus. It challenges the idols in our life and invites us towards greater trust in the Father. 

Like the previous formation guides, this guide is broken into four parts for you to work 
through sequentially in community, on your own, and with your DNA group or a close 
group of friends. Each part builds on the previous one and will help form you more into 
the image of the one who has graciously invited us to his table as sons and daughters.

Part 1: Changed by the Hospitality of Jesus
Part 2: How Hospitality Forms Us
Part 3: The Key to Evangelism in a Post-Christian World
Part 4: Practical Hospitality
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The Gospel Comes with a Housekey           Rosaria Butterfield 
A Meal with Jesus                                        Tim Chester
The Simplest Way to Change the World:     Dustin Willis 
          & Brandon Clements
       

Invitation to a Journey                                M. Robert Mulholland Jr.
The Spirit of the Disciplines                        Dallas Willard
Celebration of Discipline                            Richard Foster
Sacred Rhythms                                          Ruth Haley Barton
The Deeply Formed Life                Rich Villodas
The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry              John Mark Comer
The Other Half of Church                           Jim Wilder & Michel Hendricks
The Spiritual Disciplines Handbook           Adele Ahlberg Calhoun
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HOW TO ENGAGE WITH THIS PRACTICE

LEARN TOGETHER
Using the Hospitality Guide, you will work through four parts 
over the quarter to help you learn about this practice in more 
depth with your community. Just follow the prompts. Start here 
before jumping into the individual practices.

PRACTICE
After discussing the practice with others, you’re invited to try 
exercises on your own. This step is very important. Our forma-
tion doesn’t happen apart from our obedience and active prac-
tice. These practices are meant to help you start where you are 
in beginning to grow as a servant.

REFLECT
After you have experienced these practices yourself, it’s import-
ant to reflect with others, like your DNA group, on this experi-
ence and what God is teaching you through the process. Use 
the provided questions to guide your conversation, but feel 
free to let the conversation go beyond these. 
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