
WEEK 9: JESUS, THE DENIED

Read the Text
John 13:36-38
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus 
answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but 
you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not 
follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to 
you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

Main Point
As much as Peter loved Jesus, Jesus knew Peter would deny him 
when he needed him most. Jesus also foretold that he wouldn’t 
only deny him once, but three times. Even Jesus' most faithful 
disciples were unable to carry the responsibility of faith in Jesus. 
How could Peter deny Jesus when he was so confident he would 
be faithful? His confidence came from both an overestimation of 
his own ability to resist the shaping power of the evil world he 
lived in, and a great underestimation of what following Jesus 
would actually mean. The reality is, we would have done the 
same thing. Yet with our gracious Father, there is redemption for 
both Peter and for us. Jesus knew Peter’s weakness and He 
knows our weakness. He then went willingly to the cross so that 
He could redeem both Peter’s story and our own story. Jesus 
invites us to be honest about our own weakness and see that in 
our weakness He is strong.



Reflect Together
1. Who is God?:  Jesus knows Peter is going to deny Him. 

Likewise, He knows our weakness. And yet, Jesus still gave 
His life for Peter and for us. How does Jesus feel about us in 
our weakness? Is he annoyed by us? Frustrated with us? What  
is His posture toward us?

2. What has He done?: If you know the rest of then story, what 
does He do in response to Peter’s denial? How does Jesus 
respond to our weakness?

3. Who are you?: Reflect on your own weakness. How have you 
become more aware of it? How does your weakness show up 
in your life? How do you honestly feel about being weak?

4. What are you to do?: How do respond to your weakness? Do 
you try to become stronger so you can overcome it? Do you 
wallow it and become stuck? What would it look like to be 
honest about your weakness before Jesus and others? 

Abide Together
Take a moment together to pray confession and give thanks for 
Jesus’ redemption:

1. Confess in prayer how you try to cover up, minimize, or 
deny your weakness. Confess your weakness and need for 
Jesus.

2. Give thanks in prayer that Jesus came to redeem you, the 
needy and the weak. 

Mission Together
Who are you praying for this week? What neighbors, coworkers, 
or friends? Pray, by name, for these men and women to know the 
love of Jesus for them.

_______________________________



Take-Home Abiding Practice: BREAD Bible Reading

Our goal is not just to read the Bible for information, but to read it, 
encounter the face of Jesus in it, hear His Word for us, and leave 
changed and ready to walk in obedience to it. The BREAD 
method of Bible reading, detailed below, is a great way to start.

Before you start, pick the passage you will read. Many people 
follow plans like the Revised Common Lectionary to tell them 
where to read each day (see DailyLectio App). Others pick a book 
of the Bible to read through. If you don’t know where to start, try 
starting with one of the Gospels, like Mark, or pick a Psalm.

B- Be Still 
Find a place where you can encounter God and then take a 
minute in stillness. Come into God’s presence, slow down, relax, 
and intentionally release the chaos and noise in your mind to Him. 
Take a few minutes to settle into this silence. As internal noise 
rises in your heart, entrust it to your Father. Ask the Spirit to open 
your eyes and speak through His Word. 

R- Read 
Read the Bible passage slowly (out loud, if possible). As you read, 
pay attention to what stands out or grabs your attention. Write that 
verse or phrase down. 

E- Encounter 
Read the passage slowly again, imagining that you’re there and 
encountering Jesus through it. If you’re reading the Gospel, 
imagine yourself on the scene, seeing what Jesus is saying or 
doing first-hand. If you’re reading poetry like the Psalms, imagine 
yourself feeling what the writer is expressing to God. You get the 
idea. Your goal is to look at God first-hand through the passage.



A- Apply 
Read the passage slowly a third time, asking the Spirit to reveal 
what He wants you to see or hear from God. If you encounter 
silence, that’s okay. The Spirit may bring conviction, 
encouragement, hope, or even a call to action. Is there something 
the Spirit is calling you to do? 

D- Devote 
End your time in prayer, devoting yourself and your day to God. 
Ask for the Spirit’s power to live in light of His Word. Consider 
writing a word or a phrase down to carry with you during the day 
as a reminder to your busy (forgetful, and/or easily distracted) 
heart and mind.


