
WEEK 3: JESUS, THE AWE INSPIRING

Read the Text
John 12:20-26
Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 
some Greeks. So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida 
in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went 
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. And 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, 
he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

Main Point
There is no half-in and half-out with Jesus. In this passage we get 
some of Jesus’ clearest language on prioritizing Him over the 
world. If we love this life and all it has to offer more than God, and 
we prove that by choosing people, money and possessions over 
him, we will most assuredly lose in this life. BUT, if we give up our 
lives now, we will find immeasurable lives later in eternity. The 
temptation to justify keeping a foot in both lanes is strong, but only 
following Jesus will be worth it in the end.  

Reflect Together



1. Are there moments in your life you’ve experienced real “awe”? 
What was that like?

2. Why were the Greeks initially in awe of Jesus? His response 
wasn’t to do some amazing creative action, but to set his heart 
and mind toward the cross: “The hour has now come.” Why is it 
significant that the awe-inspiring Jesus willingly goes to 
towards the cross? 

3. Though most of us would say we believe that we were made 
for eternity, we often live practically as if this present life is all 
there is. Maybe you’re trying to build heaven on earth, 
consuming more than you contribute, seeking retribution 
instead of forgiveness, disassociating and ignoring death, or 
trying to make as much of your life as you can, or something 
else. What does that look like for you? Why do you think there’s 
this disconnect between what you believe and how you live?

4. What is one area of your life that you want the Spirit to shift 
from being worldly-focused (“awe of the world/self”) to 
kingdom-focused (“awe of Jesus”)? (Eg restoration of a broken 
relationship; generosity with your time, resources, or energy; 
becoming more Christ-centered than self-centered)

5. What can you do to cultivate more moments of Awe of Jesus in 
this next season of life? How will you look at Jesus? 

Abide Together
Take a few minutes to read this prayer together. Choose one 
person to read it or read it out loud in unison together.

A Prayer for Wonder and Awe
from The Book of Common Worship
God of the Cosmos, your love reaches beyond space and time. 
We are astonished by your vast creation- innumerable galaxies 
surrounded by dark matter, elegant structures and staggering 
variety, the interplay of matter and energy, the pull of gravity and 
the speed of light – all showing your wisdom and glory, O God! 



We are dust and stardust, made in your image. We are part of the 
creation you are making new. Let our awe increase, like your 
ever-expending universe, until we find ourselves lost in wonder, 
love, and praise, through Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega. 
Amen.

Mission Together
Take time to pray by name for one person God has put in your life 
who is not yet a Christian. It’s great if it’s the same person you 
prayed for last week!
_______________________________

Take-Home Abiding Practice: Lectio Divina

Lectio Divina, meaning “Divine Reading” is a practice that 
Christians have engaged for centuries. It is a way of reading 
God’s Word not to download information, but to hear from God. 

Set aside 10-15 minutes to practice your first time. Set aside 
distractions and open your Bible to Psalm 84. (These 
instructions are outlined by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun in the Spiritual 
Disciplines Handbook.)

1. Silencio- Silence. Come into God’s presence, slow down, 
relax, and intentionally release the chaos and noise in your 
mind to Him. Take a few minutes to settle into this silence. As 
internal noise (anxiety, anger, fear) rises in your heart, entrust 
it to our Father. Ask Him to open your eyes and speak through 
His Word. 

2. Lectio- Read the Word. Read a Scripture passage slowly 
and out loud, lingering over the words so that they resonate in 
your heart. When a word or phrase catches your attention, 
don’t keep reading. Stop and attend to what God is saying to 



you. Be open to the word. Don’t analyze it or judge it. Listen 
and wait.

3. Meditatio- Meditate. Read the Scripture a second time out 
loud. Savor the words. Listen for any invitation that God is 
extending to you through this passage. Reflect on the 
importance of the words that light up to you.

4. Oratio- Respond, Pray. Read the Scripture a third time out 
loud. Now is the moment to enter into a personal dialogue 
with God. There is no right or wrong way to do this. The 
important thing is to respond truthfully and authentically. What 
feelings has the text stirred in you? Name where you are 
resistant or want to push back. Become aware of where you 
feel invited into a deeper way of being with God. Talk to God 
about these feelings. If you didn’t sense anything or nothing 
stood out to you, that’s okay. (It may take a time or two for you 
to become comfortable approaching Scripture this way.) Talk 
to God about that too. 

5. Contemplatio- Contemplate, Rest, and Wait in the 
Presence of God. Allow some time for the word to sink 
deeply into your soul. Yield and surrender yourself to God.

6. When you have finished, thank God for giving His When you 
have finished, thank God for giving His Word and His 
presence to you. If there’s anything you want to contemplate 
throughout the day, write it down. Consider who you might 
share this with, whether your DNA group, spouse, children, or 
someone else.


