
WEEK 4: JESUS, THE PURPOSEFUL

Read the Text
John 12:27-36
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 
hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd that stood 
there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come 
for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now 
will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to 
show by what kind of death he was going to die. So the crowd 
answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ 
remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said to them, “The 
light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have 
the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the 
light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

Main Point
In Jesus’ last public message before His passion week, He faces 
the darkest moment He will ever face…the “hour” for which He 
had come. Rather than avoiding this dark hour or minimizing how 
dark it would be, we see Jesus be honest about His fear, cry out 



to His Father for help, and entrust Himself to His Father’s good 
plan. He models for us how to face the darkness in our own lives. 
Yet, He is more than an example. As He turns to towards the 
cross, Jesus is our Savior who enters the darkness in our place 
and overcomes it so that we can become sons and daughters of 
the light. He enters the darkness of sin, taking the judgment on 
Himself. He enters the darkness of Satan, casting out the Evil 
One. And He enters the darkness of death itself, gaining victory 
over it through His own coming death and resurrection. We are 
now invited to walk as children of light because Jesus has 
overcome the darkness for us.

Reflect Together
1. Who is God?: How did Jesus face the darkness? Why it it 

important that He did not just move directly towards entrusting 
Himself to His Father and saying “Your will be done”? Why is it 
important He was honest about His emotions and cried out to 
His Father for help?

2. What has He done?: How did Jesus enter the darkness in your 
place? How did He enter the darkness of sin, of Satan, and of 
death itself? What was the result?

3. Who are you?: What is a particular darkness you are facing? 
Maybe its related to the darkness of sin and the weight of guilt 
in your life? Maybe the darkness of Satan and great temptation 
you’re facing? Or maybe the darkness of death and the curse it 
brings on our bodies, our physical world, and even our work?

4. What are you to do?: How can you walk in the light of what 
Jesus has done for you to free you from this darkness? What 
would it look like to remember daily how Jesus has entered this 
darkness for you and to entrust yourself to Him?

Abide Together
Take a few minutes to pray together in light of what Jesus has 
done.



Is anyone experiencing the darkness of sin in their life? Either 
their own or someone else’s agains them? Maybe they feel the 
weight of guilt? Or are struggling to forgive someone else? Take 
time to pray for them to experience the freeing power of Jesus 
taking the judgment for that sin on Himself.

Is anyone experiencing the darkness of the Evil One, either 
directly or indirectly affecting their life through temptation? Take 
time to pray for them to rest in the victory Jesus has gained over 
Satan and to ask for Jesus protection.

Is anyone experiencing the darkness of death in their life? Maybe 
they feel the curse of death in their physical bodies, or in the 
struggling health of someone they love? Maybe they feel it in the 
broken world with disease, pandemic, and natural disaster? 
Maybe they feel it in their work, which often feels in vain? Take 
time to pray for them to see that Jesus has entered death itself 
and it could not hold Him. He is the first fruits of a future 
resurrection when all will be made new. 

Mission Together
Take time to pray by name for one person God has put in your life 
who is not yet a Christian. It’s great if it’s the same person you 
prayed for last week!
_______________________________

Take-Home Abiding Practice: Listening Prayer

A biblical model of prayer involves both speaking and listening. 
Unfortunately, we’re often more comfortable speaking than 
listening. Our relationship with God requires that we make space 
not only to speak to Him, but also listen to Him. One way to grow 
in listening to God, is through the practice of Listening Prayer. 



This kind of prayer helps us develop a posture of listening to the 
Holy Spirit and cultivates an ongoing awareness of the Holy 
Spirit’s speaking and leading presence. 


Start by getting in a quiet spot. Put away your phone, turn off the 
external noise, take a few deep breaths to quiet yourself, and 
acknowledge that God is with you. 


Ask, “Holy Spirit, is there anything you want to encourage me in 
right now?” Take 5 or so minutes and stop, be silent, and listen. 


During this time a Bible verse, thought, or a picture might come 
to mind. You may be unsure if it’s from the Holy Spirit. Be open-
handed with what you hear and test it (more on that below). Or 
you may not hear anything at all. That’s okay. God may just want 
to be with you in the silence. Have patience with yourself; you’re 
building a spiritual muscle and it will take time. 


If listening prayer is a new practice for you, start by asking the 
Holy Spirit for encouragement. This provides a safe space to 
grow in your confidence in listening to the Holy Spirit. For your 
first time, avoid asking the Holy Spirit for anything that is: 


- Predictive – anything concerning the future 

- Directive – how to make a decision 

- Corrective – something you should start doing or stop doing 


The Holy Spirit definitely speaks in these ways, but they can also 
be areas where lies or gospel distortions can lead to confusion. 
In any case, everything we hear needs discernment.


Test what you hear. As you practice listening prayer, you’ll want 
to test what you hear both biblically and in community. Ask 
yourself these two questions:




1. Biblically: Does what I heard agree with what the Bible 
teaches? 


2. Community: Do Christians who know my story affirm what I 
heard?


