



LOOKING BACK: 2020 
Read the text: Joshua 4:1-10


When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, 
the Lord said to Joshua, “Take twelve men from the people, from 
each tribe a man, and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve 
stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very 
place where the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with 
you and lay them down in the place where you lodge 
tonight.’” Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of 
Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. And 
Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your 
God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone 
upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel, that this may be a sign among you. When your 
children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to 
you?’ then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed 
over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these 
stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.”

And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the 
number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told 
Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where 
they lodged and laid them down there. And Joshua set up twelve 
stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of 
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they 
are there to this day. For the priests bearing the ark stood in the 



midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that 
the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all 
that Moses had commanded Joshua.

The people passed over in haste.

As Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land over the 
Jordan River, God invited His people to memorialize their 
wilderness wandering and remember God’s protection, provision, 
and presence with them. They collected stones as they crossed 
over and created piles that would help them remember. They 
are marking the moments on their journey where God both 
exposed what was in their heart and provided them with 
encouragement so they would be further equipped for the journey 
still ahead. Likewise, as we look back on 2020, Pastor Alex invited 
us to remember. First, we are invited to remember how our hearts 
were exposed in 2020. Second, we are invited to remember how 
God provided for us, protected us, and was present with us. 

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use in any setting, including 
missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA friendships, 
you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

This week, there are fewer questions to give you time to engage 
around the two primary questions. Take your time and give each 
person room to reflect on these questions and answer them 
honestly. Then, take time to pray together at the end.


1. What has your journey through 2020 exposed about your 
heart from the ways you have responded? Be as specific as 
you can. Be honest, knowing that you will not be met by a 
harsh word, but by your loving Father who is merciful and 
gracious. If you have never confessed the things that come 



to mind, this is a wonderful time to confess what God has 
revealed and ask for His forgiveness. 

2. What do you have to Celebrate in terms of how God has 
provided, protected, and been present with you this past 
year? Again, be as specific as you can and take time to 
rejoice together in what God has done.

3. Take some time to pray together. You might each pray for 
one of the other people in your group, thanking God for 
graciously revealing the things He exposed that needed to 
be confessed. Ask God for His Spirit’s help to bring 
transformation in these areas. Thank God for the ways He 
provided, protected, and was present in 2020. 


