


THE PRODIGAL GOD

While Jesus’ story about the prodigal son in Luke 15 is one of the most 
well-known stories in the Bible, it is also one of the most misunderstood. 
This Summer, we will walk through the most well-known story in the New 
Testament with fresh eyes, and encounter the radical love of Christ to both 
the older and younger brothers among us.

Part 1: The Most Misunderstood Story
Read the text: Luke 15:11-32 (11-24 included below)

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all 
he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 
pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, 
and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here 
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 



longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 
servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was 
still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to celebrate.

While we often focus on the prodigal son, he’s not the only one 
who is prodigal, or who “spends recklessly”. What would have 
been most shocking to Jesus’ audience was not what the 
younger son did, but how his father responds as he spends 
recklessly to welcome his son home. The prodigal father’s 
gracious and compassionate response is incredible and reveals 
the heart of God our Father.

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. If you’ve heard this story before, how have you heard it? 
What has stood out to you in the past?

2. How does your story align with the younger son’s story? He 
effectively told his dad that he wished he was dead so that 
he could have his inheritance, caring more about his dad’s 
money than he cared about his dad. Have you pursued 
God’s gifts apart from pursuing Him?



3. What is shocking about how the father in the story 
responds? (Especially for a 1st century person hearing this 
story) What does this reveal about the heart of God?

4. Do you believe that God feels the same way about you that 
the father in the story feels about his son? Why or why not? 
If not, why do you think it may be hard for you to receive 
that?

5. If your neighbors were to see your life up close, would they 
be shocked with your “reckless spending” the way Jesus’ 
audience was shocked by the father’s love for his son? How 
does God’s “reckless spending” change how you relate to 
others? How you serve? How you give? How you view other 
prodigals?


