


THE PRODIGAL GOD

While Jesus’ story about the prodigal son in Luke 15 is one of the most 
well-known stories in the Bible, it is also one of the most misunderstood. 
This Summer, we will walk through the most well-known story in the New 
Testament with fresh eyes, and encounter the radical love of Christ to both 
the older and younger brothers among us.

Part 2: Two Roads, One Path
Read the text: Luke 15:11-32 (12-13 & 25-32 included below)

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all 
he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living.

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 



might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 
he was lost, and is found.’”

Most often, this story is told focusing only on the lostness of the 
younger son. Yet, Jesus is telling the parable of two lost sons. 
The younger son was lost because he traded his identity as son 
for cash and left home to find life and happiness away from his 
father in his own terms. The older son stayed home, but was still 
lost because he traded his identity as son for that of a hired 
servant, working to earn his inheritance. Both sons had stopped 
hearing the voice of their father calling then beloved and were 
looking for life apart from their father. Jesus told this story, 
knowing that his audience would see themselves in either the 
face of the younger son or the older son. We too, are invited to 
see ourselves in this story.

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. How did the younger brother pursue life? Tim Keller calls this 
the way of self-discovery. What does that look like in our 
world today?

2. How did the older brother pursue life? Tim Keller calls this 
the way of moralism. What does that look like in our world?

3. Where do you see yourself in this story? Why? (Hint: Jesus 
didn’t intend for anyone to see themselves as the father.)



4. How did each brother stop hearing his father call him 
beloved? What would have happened differently with each 
one if they had stayed home in the love of their father?

5. How can you start each day finding yourself at home in the 
love of the Father? What would that look like? Be specific. 


