


THE PRODIGAL GOD

While Jesus’ story about the prodigal son in Luke 15 is one of the most 
well-known stories in the Bible, it is also one of the most misunderstood. 
This Summer, we will walk through the most well-known story in the New 
Testament with fresh eyes, and encounter the radical love of Christ to both 
the older and younger brothers among us.

Part 3: A Father’s Invitation
Read the text: Luke 15:25-32

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 
he was lost, and is found.’”



As Jesus tells this story, its clear that both of the sons in the story 
are lost. The younger son is lost because he alienates himself 
from his father, leaves home, and wastes his inheritance in 
reckless living. Yet, the older son is also lost, even though he 
never leaves home. He also has alienated himself from his father, 
viewing himself as a hired servant instead of a son. And just like 
his younger brother, he only wants his father’s wealth, not his 
father. So, he plays the role of the good son in order to earn that 
wealth. 


Both sons are lost. But Jesus also wants us to see that the older 
brother’s lostness is more dangerous because he doesn’t see 
how lost he actually is. And without knowing he’s lost, he doesn't 
have the opportunity to be found. There are four unique lies the 
older brother is believing: 1) If I live a good life, God owes me a 
good life, 2) God’s blessings are limited, 3) I’m loved for what I 
do, and 4) I can’t be needy. Underneath all of these is the lie that 
the Father doesn’t really love him. His father responds beautifully, 
speaking the words all of us older brothers need to hear: “Son, 
you are always with me and all that is mine is yours.”

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. How does the first lie, that if I live a good life, God owes me 
a good life, show up in the church and in your own heart? 

2. Are there ways you operate with a scarcity mindset 
regarding God’s love and attention, thinking that it's limited 
and worried if someone else receives it, that’s less that you 
get to receive?



3. The third lie, “I’m loved for what I do,” leads us to never 
know where we stand with others because we’re always 
wondering if we’ve done enough. This also leads to feelings 
of superiority over others or to deep feelings of insecurity. 
How does this lie show up in your life?

4. The last lie, “I can’t be needy,” often connects to our story. 
Maybe we learned early on that it wasn’t safe to have needs, 
so we tried to fly under the radar and act like we have it all 
together. Is that part of your story? How do you feel today 
about being needy and weak? What are ways you try to 
mask your neediness or compensate for it?

5. The father’s response, “Son, you are always with me and all 
that is mine is yours,” is the word that we all need to hear. 
How is this also true of us and our relationship with God? 
What would look different in your life if you really rested in 
that?


