


THE PRODIGAL GOD

While Jesus’ story about the prodigal son in Luke 15 is one of the most 
well-known stories in the Bible, it is also one of the most misunderstood. 
This Summer, we will walk through the most well-known story in the New 
Testament with fresh eyes, and encounter the radical love of Christ to both 
the older and younger brothers among us.

Part 6: The Prodigal Party
Read the text: Luke 15:21-32

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But 
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 



command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fattened calf for him!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 
he was lost, and is found.’”

God loves a good party, and the whole of scripture moves from 
one feast to the next. It started with a meal in the garden. Sadly, 
this meal, when Adam and Eve stopped trusting God and ate from 
the tree, brought ruin to the party. God provided a meal at the 
Passover, saving His people from Egypt and His own wrath and 
foreshadowing a future salvation. The next big meal was at the 
last supper, where Jesus fulfilled the Passover hopes and 
rescued His people from sin, Satan and death through his coming 
sacrifice on the cross. He then ate a post-resurrection meal with 
His disciples, showing them tangibly what the kingdom of God on 
earth would look like. And one day we will feast with Jesus at the 
marriage supper of the lamb, where all of us sinners are 
reconciled and welcomed to the table through the sacrifice of 
Jesus, the Lamb. These parties symbolize God rejoining His 
people to Himself, which is what happens in the parable in Luke 
15 when the father welcomes his son home and throws a massive 
party for him.

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Throughout the story of Scripture, we see God create feasts 
for His people (see above). Even Jesus’ first miracle (the 
water into wine) happened at a wedding party. What does 
God’s love for a good party reveal to us about who God is?



2. Eddie shared that us younger brothers get to come in to the 
party “dirty, broke, and stupid.” That might feel offensive, but 
it’s so true. None of us brought anything to the table. Do you 
ever feel like you’re not welcome to the party because of 
your sin or brokenness? Does shame keep you from the 
party? What does Jesus’ parable teach us?

3. Which of these things keep you from enjoying the party?
a. Judgment towards others
b. Resentment
c. Pride
d. Shame
e. Guilt

4. To move past these and come into the party, we need to see 
ourselves accurately. We need to see that we are indeed not 
worthy to enter the party, but that God sees us as worthy and 
beloved because of what His Son has done for us. This 
should both humble, showing us we’re more sinful than we 
can imagine, and at the same time give us incredible worth, 
as we realize we’re more loved than we can comprehend. 
What lies about yourself and God have led to the 
“judgement, resentment, pride, shame, or guilt” that have 
kept you from the party?

5. What is the biggest thing the Father has been showing you 
as we have walked through Luke 15 these last six weeks 
together? How are you praying the Spirit will change you in 
light of this parable? Take time to pray this way for each 
other.


