



OVERVIEW FOR RUTH: A LOVE THAT REDEEMS 

The story of Ruth is one of rebellion, repentance, refuge, redemption and restoration. It 
lays out for us a love story that mirrors the ultimate love story of God and his 
redemption of us. This isn’t just Ruth’s story. This is our story as well. All of us have 
rebelled and run away from God. We all have the opportunity to repent and return to 
God. As we return, we will find that God provides a refuge and pays the ultimate cost 
for our redemption, restoring us to a right relationship with him and others.


PART 2: In Pursuit of Providence

Read the text: Ruth 2:1-13 

After suffering pain and loss in Moab, Ruth and Naomi repent and return to pursue 
God’s presence and provision in Bethlehem. They return empty, but hopeful that God 
will take care of them. When Elimelech and Naomi first left Bethlehem, they had 
stopped trusting God to provide and sought to take care of themselves without God. 
Now that Naomi and Ruth have repented and returned to live in God’s presence, what 
would it look like for them to put their trust in Him to provide. In Ruth 2:1-13, we see 
Naomi and Ruth trust in God and his provision through dependent prayer, active 
pursuit, and the people God sent to them.




Questions to Discuss 

1. “Providence is the working of God within the created world to bring about His 
purpose and will.” Take time to remember and rehearse the ways God has specifically 
provided for you in the past. How did God provide and show up for you? Celebrate 
what God has done take time to thank him together. 

2. Not knowing how God was going to provide, Naomi still prays for God’s 
providence; asking that God would deal kindly with Ruth and help her find rest and a 
husband. In the midst of pain and bitterness, Naomi still prays. Our Good Father loves 
to provide for His people through the means of our prayer! What is something you have 
given up praying for because you can’t see any potential resolution? What do you need 
to bring to God in dependent prayer? Stop and pray together. 

3. Rather than just wait for an answer, Ruth takes active steps to pursue God’s 
providence. In wisdom, she goes to glean in the field of Boaz, a relative and “worthy 
man” to pursue provision. She doesn’t know how it’s going to work out long-term, but 
she knows she can trust God and takes active steps that day. What tangible steps 
might God be calling you to take as you pray for His provision in your circumstances? 

4. God doesn’t provide for Ruth and Naomi in a vacuum. Instead, He uses Boaz to 
provide for their needs. God’s provision usually comes through people that God 
places around us. Often, God has put these people, the answers to His provision, right 
in front of us! Who are the people God has put around you, especially the spiritual 
family He has given you? How might God be working through them to provide? Are 
they aware of your need(s)? If any of you have needs the others should be aware of, 
take some time to share them now. 

5. God will also use you as his provision for other people! Who are the people God is 
wanting you to pray for and pursue so they can experience His providence for them 
through us? Are you creating margin in your schedule and budget so you can be the 
people God will use to provide for others? Take time to share who God has brought to 
your mind and take some time to pray for them.


