
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LORDS PRAYER 
The Lord’s Prayer is divided, thematically, into two sections. They are sometimes 
described as heavenly and earthly, divine and human, or eschatological and 
immediate. Either way, 6:9-10 make up the first half of the prayer and verses 
11-15, the second. This dichotomy mirrors the 10 Commandments in a way too 
obvious to not be intentional.

Pennington writes, “The Prayer is not the only prayer that a Christian can or 
should pray, but rather it is a model of what kind of petitions and God-orientation 
should mark the Christian life. It is the scaffolding around the tower of prayer or 
the guiding handrails along which the disciple walks in forming his or her own 
prayers.” 

The point of the Lord’s Prayer is not to simply become a mantra to copy (though 
it can be just that) or simply a framework to work within (though it can do that as 
well) but a theological treatise on the kind of God-orientation and dependance 
that marks a truly flourishing Christian. 

WEEK TWO:  
“…hallowed be your name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done”  

This section is actually two separate requests that (together with the first request 
that God’s name be hallowed) are an expression of eschatological hope. We are 
longing for the day when God is honored, his rule on earth is established and his 
will is accomplished on Earth the way it currently exists in heaven. This request is 
utopian in some ways but also clearly articulates the ultimate hope of the cross. 



The cross did not just solve our individual sin problems but actually set in motion 
the rolling back of sin’s effects on our world throughout history. 

1. When you read the Lord’s prayer, do you feel like you can pray it with full 
conviction? What lines are the hardest and why?  

2. Have you seen growth in one or more of those areas over the years? If so, 
which ones?  

3. What is the significance of the fact that the first half of the Lord’s Prayer is all 
God-centered? Does that reflect your own prayer life?  

4. The first petition in the LP is that God’s name would be hallowed, or as Pastor 
Justin put it, that God would get the attention. What do you think gets the 
most attention from you? Whose attention do you seek the most?  

5. The second petition in the LP is that God’s Kingdom would come on Earth as 
it is in heaven. This prayer has serious political implications in the sense that 
we are praying that God’s vision for humanity, his laws, commands and 
values, would be implemented. The Sermon on the Mount itself lays out that 
vision, so as you look back through what Jesus has taught, what pieces of 
that vision challenge your ideas about how the world should be? Which do 
you long to be true?  

6. The final petition is that God’s will would be done. This prayer is, in laymen’s 
terms, asking God to be in control of your life and all it’s outcomes. Are there 
parts of your life that are more difficult to relinquish control?  

7. The pretense of the whole prayer is that the kinds of people who pray this 
prayer will flourish, because only God was made to get all the attention, have 
the power and retain control. Have you felt the weight of trying to be what only 
God can be and do what only he can do?


