
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LORDS PRAYER 
The Lord’s Prayer is divided, thematically, into two sections. They are sometimes 
described as heavenly and earthly, divine and human, or eschatological and 
immediate. Either way, verses 6:9-10 make up the first half of the prayer and 
verses 11-15, the second. This dichotomy mirrors the 10 Commandments in a 
way too obvious to not be intentional.

Pennington writes, “The Prayer is not the only prayer that a Christian can or 
should pray, but rather it is a model of what kind of petitions and God-orientation 
should mark the Christian life. It is the scaffolding around the tower of prayer or 
the guiding handrails along which the disciple walks in forming his or her own 
prayers.” 

The point of the Lord’s Prayer is not to simply become a mantra to copy (though 
it can be just that) or simply a framework to work within (though it can do that as 
well) but a theological treatise on the kind of God-orientation and dependance 
that marks a truly flourishing Christian. 

WEEK THREE:  
“…give us this day our daily bread” 

 This prayer is the first request of the second section of the prayer. We have 
moved from the God-centered and eschatological to the immediate needs of the 
human. This prayer is specifically designed to keep us coming back. By asking 
only for our “daily bread” it necessitates that we come back tomorrow for more 
bread. This, over time, creates a posture of dependence that is our real 



flourishing. It’s not the fact that God provides that makes us flourish, it’s the 
internal conviction that we are entirely dependent on God and not ourselves that 
is the real flourishing. 

1. What are the areas of life you are most prone to taking God’s provision for 
granted?  

2. If God already knows what we are going to ask before we ask him, like Jesus 
previously taught, why does He desire for us ask him? 

3. Pastor Jeff mentioned that, “one of my greatest concerns for us here on the 
Eastside is our great affluence. We have so much! It’s not bad or wrong to 
have much, but it is dangerous.” Why is material riches potentially dangerous 
in the hearts of believers? What dangers do you see in your own heart around 
this topic?  

4. What’s a current need that you want God to provide for? Pick one material 
need and one relational need. 

5. What’s one way that God has provided for you that you could meet a need for 
someone else?


