


WE ARE CHURCH

In a post-Covid world, the Church has never been more important. The 
trouble is, we’ve been living in a new world for so long that it’s difficult to 
understand the church’s value in 2021. In this series, we will look at what 
the church is and how the church has always functioned. And we will look 
at the opportunity the Church has in front of us for communal growth and 
Gospel expansion as we assimilate into a new future. 

Part 2: Why the Gathering Matters
Read the text: Acts 2:37-47

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many 
other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those 
who received his word were baptized, and there were added that 
day about three thousand souls.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 



together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.

Why does the gathering of the church on Sunday matter? For 
some, the importance of the gathering is lost as we've grown 
accustomed to Sundays alone or maybe we’ve just gotten busy 
with life. Yet, Jesus called us to be the church and to do this we 
have to be together. When we don’t gather we miss the 
opportunity to engage God the way he created us to engage him: 
Together. We also miss the profound opportunity to experience 
the Holy Spirit moving among us to convict us of sin, comfort us in 
hardship and confront the lost in love. 

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. The “American Way” says “I’ll do things my own way.” How 
have you seen this way of thinking come into the church in 
America? How do you think it shapes the way people 
engage in the rhythms of the church?

2. How may your own ideas of church be more American than 
they are biblical? Focus more on yourself and less on 
“others” in the church.

3. One reason the church gathers is to be shaped by the 
preaching and teaching of God’s Word. We live in a world 
where we are constantly being “formed” by the preaching of 



other voices. What are those other voices for you? When do 
you listen to those voices? How do you help ensure that 
God’s voice is the loudest and most formative in your life?

4. Another reason the church gathers is to worship God 
together through singing. Pastor Eddie asked us, “Do you 
feel a sense of awe and wonder in the presence of God? If 
so, then why not sing?” Do you feel hesitant to sing? Why do 
you think that is? It’s okay to be honest about that. What 
would it look like for your awe of God to overwhelm any 
concern you had for how you sound or look?

5. The church also gathers for fellowship. Much deeper than 
our shallower Americanized ideas of “fellowship,” this kind of 
fellowship involved a deep level of participation, serving one 
another, and sharing our lives and resources with each 
other. When you read Acts 2:42-47, do you think you’ve 
experienced this kind of fellowship? What are some of the 
barriers that keep you from this? What next step can you 
take to pursue this?


