


WE ARE CHURCH

In a post-Covid world, the Church has never been more important. The 
trouble is, we’ve been living in a new world for so long that it’s difficult to 
understand the church’s value in 2021. In this series, we will look at what 
the church is and how the church has always functioned. And we will look 
at the opportunity the Church has in front of us for communal growth and 
Gospel expansion as we assimilate into a new future. 

Part 3: Why Ownership Matters
Read the text: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 
or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if 
the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If 
the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of 
smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.



The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the 
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable 
parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the 
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,that there may 
be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

The church is a collection of people united for the common purpose of 
knowing Jesus ourselves and making Jesus known to the rest of the 
world. If that is true, then our church experience should be far different 
than what is common in the western world.   

Somehow church has morphed into a show, with music and preaching. 
It has become a passive experience for us, with the exception of a few 
very committed, over-eager volunteers and some staff. While most 
churches are well-meaning in our approaches, it turns out we all have a 
role to play in the flourishing of our church. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, 
Paul helps us see three things about the church. First, we are called to 
interdependence, not individualism. Second, we are all essential. No 
one member is insignificant. Third, we are invited to engagement as a 
church, not just attendance. When we take ownership of who God has 
made us and seek to discover what role we can play within our church 
family, we unlock greater joy and personal mission as we press into our 
created purpose.  

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  



1. How has our culture’s view of “membership” shaped how the 
church thinks about membership? Where do you see that 
shape how you view your own relationship with the church? 
Focus more on yourself than on others.

2. Do you think others in the church are dependent on you and 
your presence to help them follow Jesus? What does that 
look like? Try to be as tangible as you can. If not, why do you 
think that is?

3. God has given you something unique to bring to the table…a 
unique story, personality, and gifts that will build up the 
church. How aware are you of what this looks like and how 
God has uniquely made you essential to the health of our 
body? If you know, what are those gifts and how do you use 
them for the body of Christ? If you feel unaware, discuss and 
learn from each other what next steps you might take to 
better understand yourself.

4. What is a tangible area you want to press into greater 
engagement for the sake of the body? Giving yourself in 
community? Giving your time and energy through acts of 
service? Giving financially to support the church’s ministry? 
Something else? What next step will you take in light of that?

5. Our end goal is not to build Doxa’s kingdom, but to join his 
global church in building up the body of Christ. Ultimately, 
Jesus gave his own life and rose again victorious over death 
to make this possible. Jesus will build his church. We get to 
participate in this amazing story! How does this distinction 
between building our own Doxa empire vs. building up the 
body of Christ make a difference in how we think about 
church and our purpose? 


