


WE ARE CHURCH

In a post-Covid world, the Church has never been more important. The 
trouble is, we’ve been living in a new world for so long that it’s difficult to 
understand the church’s value in 2021. In this series, we will look at what 
the church is and how the church has always functioned. And we will look 
at the opportunity the Church has in front of us for communal growth and 
Gospel expansion as we assimilate into a new future. 

Part 4: Why Community Matters
Read the text: Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.

Community isn’t simply a fun addition to a great church that helps you 
find friends. Community is how the church solves our created instinct for 
love, affection, correction, and confidence in Jesus. When we miss out 
on the community a church provides we fill those needs in other ways or 



neglect them altogether. We need community, not because something is 
wrong with us, but because something is right with us. Biblical 
community is 1) United…united around the Gospel, not secondary 
things; 2) Devoted…forged through commitment to each other over 
time, 3) Together…living in embodied relationship, not isolation; and 4) 
Empowered through the Holy Spirit working in and through us.  

Discussion Questions: 
These questions are written for DNA groups, but you can use them in any setting, 
including missional communities. Because they were written for the intimacy of DNA 
friendships, you may need to adjust for larger groups.  

1. Pastor Eddie shared that loneliness happened in the 
beginning before sin entered the world. In Genesis 2, God 
said “it is not good for man to be alone.” Before the world 
was broken, Adam felt lonely. Loneliness, then, was not 
something wrong with Adam, but something very right 
because it moved Adam to long for community. We were 
made for community. Reflect on this idea. How does fit with 
our highly-individualized culture? 

2. Reflect on this quote by author and pastor Scott Sauls: “We 
should feel ‘at home’ with people who share our faith but not 
our politics even more than we do with people who share our 
politics but not our faith.” Is this true of you? Of your 
community? Why or why not?

3. Pastor Eddie shared that community is formed through 
devotion…it is built and forged. It doesn’t happen easily or 
overnight, but over time. What are you devoted to? Where is 
your time going? Your money? Your attention? How does 
Christian community fit into this picture? 

4. Community happens through being together, through 
embodied relationship. Take time to talk about your current 



community and do an audit. Are you a part of a missional 
community? A DNA? Do you have relationships with 
neighbors or coworkers that go beyond driveway 
conversations or water cooler catch-ups? Are you finding 
ways to open your life and be together with others? 

5. What is your next step towards forging community? Maybe 
it’s to pursue people in your MC or DNA group outside of 
your regular meeting? Maybe its showing up to be with your 
MC or DNA more regularly? Maybe it’s to invite a neighbor 
over for dinner or a coworker out for coffee? Maybe it’s to 
pray for your community once a week by name? Maybe 
something else? 


