
“Walk In a Manner Worthy of the Lord”                                    
(Colossians 1:9-14) 

The second Sunday in May is a very special day.  We saw it fit to de-conflict our Second 
Sunday Service so our Moms can receive the affec=ons they so deserve.  Happy Mother’s Day 
Moms, you are loved!  In place of our Second Sunday Service this month we will provide you 
with a devo=onal and prayer prompts from one of our past 6:4 interns, Chris Hill.  The purpose 
of this devo=onal is to encourage you to know Christ rightly and in=mately, grow in Christ, and 
show Christ.  The content of the devo=onal stems from Colossians 1:10-11, “…so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 
might, for all endurance and pa@ence with joy….” 

Please open your Bibles with me and start by reading the first chapter of Colossians.  Paul 
wrote this lePer from prison to the church in Colossae and verses 9-14 are Paul’s prayer for the 
Colossians.  Colossae was a small but diverse city in Rome’s Asia province, which corresponds to 
modern-day Turkey.  Epaphras, a faithful minister of Christ (v. 7), likely heard the gospel from 
Paul in Ephesus, and went home to plant the church in his home city of Colossae.   

This lePer to the Colossians was wriPen out of Paul’s desire to bring us to maturity in Christ 
by redirec=ng our eyes to His perfect glory.  In verse 9, Paul writes, “since the day we heard 
about you, we have not ceased to pray for you,” indica=ng he was praying for Chris=ans he had 
never met personally.  In the last part of verse 9 he is asking God to fill the Colossians with the 
knowledge of his will and all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  Knowledge and wisdom were 
offered by the false teachers in Colossae (cf.2:4,8,16-23), but Paul prays that the Colossians will 
have the wisdom and understanding that comes only from God.  The wisdom and 
understanding would then lead to changed lives and enable these Chris=ans to, “walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord.”   

In verse 10 Paul calls believers “to walk” not according to oral tradi=ons of Judaism, but in a 
way that is fully pleasing to the Lord Jesus Christ.  “To walk” is a Jewish metaphor for conduc=ng 
or behaving oneself.  Although Chris=ans are completely jus@fied from the moment of ini=al 
saving faith, we are not fully sanc@fied, and we can do things that either please or displease 
God every day.  To please or displease God is a maPer of the heart that stems from our personal 
knowledge and view of Him.  Have you ever worked for someone who you respect and think of 
highly?  Just as our correct view of an effec=ve leader shapes our desire to work harder or be 
more present, our view of Christ needs to be correct so we may live a life pleasing to the Lord.  
In addi=on to Colossians 1 we can also turn to 1 Thessalonians 4 to read about Paul calling on 
the Thessalonians to please God by living in holiness (vv. 3-8) and love (vv. 9-12).  For this devo, 
let us keep reading Paul’s lePer to the Colossians and see what he says about walking in a 



manner worthy of the Lord.  Paul sketches, in terms of four characteris=cs, what a life pleasing 
to the Lord looks like (1:10b-14).  These four characteris=cs are not the only marks and typical 
traits of the believer. 

1. Bearing fruit in every good work – The kinds of good works demonstrated and the 
degree of fruidulness will vary from believer to believer (Mark 4:8), but Paul cannot 
imagine anyone being pleasing to Christ without fruidulness in good works (John 
15:1-8).  To be clear we are saved by God’s free gif of grace through faith in Jesus, 
but God’s free grace has a purpose: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph 
2:10). 

2. Growing in knowledge of God – Chris=ans are to grow in their knowledge of God.  
Paul is never sa=sfied with mere status quo.  Chris=ans are not machines that 
perform a par=cular func=on, rather we are organisms that grow.  What Paul means 
in v.10b is that in order to do God’s will, we must learn something of that will in 
order to obey it.  Obedience is to use such knowledge to live a life worthy of the 
Lord and uPerly pleasing to Him.  This is not a vicious cycle.  First, knowledge of 
God’s will: knowledge that consists of spiritual wisdom and understanding; then 
obedience: conformity to the will of God.  The result should be a superior affec=on 
of God over yourself. 

3. Strengthened with all power – Chris=ans are strengthened so as to display great 
endurance and pa=ence.  We live in a fast-paced, drive-thru society with aPen=on 
spans of a gnat.  At first glance, endurance and pa=ence seem like stellar quali=es 
that humans possess.  The truth is they are far beyond human capacity and they 
require the power of the Spirit of God.  These virtues equip the believer to survive 
with joy when persecuted, to maintain composure when insulted, and to trust God’s 
gracious providence when suffering. 

4. Give thanks – Chris=ans joyfully, “give thanks to the Father,” and it pleases the Lord.  
To give thanks with joy is to remember that the Father has, “qualified us to share in 
the inheritance of the saints of light.  He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemp@on, the forgiveness of sins” (v. 12-14). 

Just as Paul prayed for the Colossians, we can pray for our community too.  We can pray for 
the strength needed for believers in our community to aPain Chris=an virtues, to persevere 
in the faith, to resist tempta=on and deceidul teachers, and to know the joy of the Lord.  
Some=mes I find myself thinking we are far removed from the issues the church faced in 
the first century, but we are not.  We have access to the throne of grace.  I encourage you 
to follow the prayer prompts below and pray for our community, country, and other 
Chris=ans throughout the world, just like Paul did. 



PRAYER PROMPTS 

1. Pray that you will grow in your personal knowledge of God 

a. That the truth you learn will take root in your heart and bear fruit in your life 

b. That Jesus would be big in your mind so that you think of Him rightly and 
in=mately 

c. Ask God to keep you rooted and walking in the gospel daily 

2. Pray for ChrisBans you have never met personally (intercede with God on their behalf) 

a. Pray for Chris=ans in the midst of the Russia/Ukraine conflict (I encourage you to 
listen to You’ve Already Won by Shane & Shane) 

b. Pray for Chris=an judges and poli=cians to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord 

c. Pray for Chris=an students who face rapid and drama=c cultural changes and 
opposi=on to the truth  

3. Pray for unbelievers 

a. For the salva=on of family and friends, that they would repent of their sins, put 
their faith in Jesus, and walk in a manner worthy of the Lord 

b. That those in posi=ons of influence (poli=cians, athletes, CEO’s) would repent of 
their sins, put their faith in Jesus, and lead others with a Chris=an worldview 

c. For those with a bad theology, that they would repent of their sins, put their faith 
in Jesus, and be rooted in the sufficient and supreme Christ 
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