


OVERVIEW
Our Second Sunday prayer services have been our attempt to live out our pillar of fervent prayer. Howev-
er, in 2023 we are moving this effort to our largest disciple-making outlet, small groups, in order to involve 
a more significant portion of our church. This looks like:
- Every month, there will either be a time of extended prayer in your small group OR you will attend the All 
Church Prayer and Worship Night with your small group.
- Extended times of prayer in Sunday gatherings.

We need a church-wide culture of passionate prayer, and we are so excited to pursue this goal in 2023 via 
small groups, Sunday services, and quarterly All Church Prayer & Worship Nights.

ALL CHURCH PRAYER AND WORSHIP NIGHTS
Each quarter, we will meet as a church for All Church Prayer and Worship Nights. We ask that your small 
group doesn’t gather that week and instead attends the prayer and worship night. There will be kids disci-
pleship available for kids ages 0 to 6th grade.  Older kids are welcome to join us in the Worship Center for 
the Prayer and Worship Night!

SMALL GROUPS
During the 4th week of the month when there is NOT a worship night, small group will include a time of 
extended prayer.  There will be a guided prayer liturgy written and provided for your small group to walk 
through, as well as a shortened version of the typical small group questions.  It will be made available at 
least one week prior so you can prepare, and can be found at Doxa.Church/Prayer.  January’s liturgy is 
already available.

SUNDAY GATHERINGS
On a recurring basis, we’ll have an extended time of prayer during Sunday service.

FOCUS
Each prayer component will have a specific focus.  For example, the January liturgy will guide us through 
praying for the sanctity of human life.  There will also be an opportunity to pray for the topic in the context 
of global missions.



January        
January: 22-28: Prayer in Small Groups

February/March 
March 2: All Church Prayer & Worship Night, No Small Groups that Week

March 19-25: Prayer in Small Groups

April
April 16-22: Prayer in Small Groups

May   
May 21-22: Prayer in Small Groups

June
June 1: All Church Prayer & Worship Night, No Small Groups that Week

July  
July 16-22: Prayer in Small Groups

August
August 20-26: Prayer in Small Groups

September
September 28: All Church Prayer & Worship Night, No Small Groups that Week

October
October 22-28: Prayer in Small Groups

November
November 19-25: Prayer in Small Groups

December/January
January 4: All Church Prayer & Worship Night, No Small Groups that Week

2023 SCHEDULE

SERVING
Please consider discipling the next generation in prayer & worship by missing one of the All Church 
Prayer and Worship Nights this year to volunteer in Doxa Kids.   This will allow more families to 
attend, and the need for Doxa Kids volunteers would be met.



JANUARY LITURGY
1. A Liturgy of Praise to Christ who Conquered Death (20 mins total)

Prelude Prayer: Let my lips, my tongue, my life proclaim the glories of the Living One who died and 
conquered death; the Risen One who leads me into life. 

Leader: You have made all things well, O Christ!

People (together): You have made all things well! What once was lost, you have reclaimed. What had been 
harmed, you will remake. What was unwell, you now restore. You make all things well! 

First Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: ‘Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death- that is, the 
devil- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.’ Hebrews 2:14-15

Leader Transition Prayer: We, your creatures, O Christ, once endured the cringing lives of slaves, in a long 
bondage bereft of hope, bowed by the weight of grief, subjected to futility, fettered to our fear of death. 
But you did not abandon us. You were not content to cede one speck of ground to the enemy of souls, or 
to the cruel kingdom of death. You were ever mindful of our plight. All praise to you, Lord Christ! For it was 
not your intention from creation’s dawn, not only to make all things, but to make all things right. When your 
works were despoiled and wrecked by sin and death, you undertook to save and to reclaim what you had 
first made good. You entered into this- our space and time- to act on our behalf. You took on body, blood, 
and breath, that you, clothed in our condition, might move in sympathy to save and shelter us. For in the 
living temple of your flesh, perfect justice and perfect mercy were met and there- in the shedding of your 
blood- they were forever reconciled in love. So you subdued the sting of sin. By death, you conquered 
death. You rescued us from the fear of death, and from its power. You have made all things well, O Christ! 
You have made all things well.

Silence is kept. Time of Private Prayer/Reflection (2 mins) 

Second Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning 
of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

     Open a brief prayer time using 2 Tim 1:9b-10 as a guide- prayers of gratitude for the gospel. 



Leader Transition: The powers of darkness sought to swallow you, in death’s black waters, O Christ. But 
going under that flood, you drank death down like a river. You drank death’s reservoir dry. All praise to you, 
Lord Christ! You swallowed death for us, and by that act of willing sacrifice, you pushed death back upon 
itself, like the last lapping wave at the turning of the tide; that high water mark now fading, as death’s 
dominion ebbs out for all time, its power to terrorize God’s people forever destroyed by God’s own pas-
sage through it. Through death, O Lord, you gave us life! You have made all things well, Eternal King! You 
have made all things well, O Christ! Death’s dark shroud has been rent ragged and pierced through by the 
first dawning of your resurrection light. And after your return, after the final splintering of that dark night, 
death will possess no lasting fame; the works of death will win no glory for its name. Hear this promise, 
O children of God, hear and know: Death will surely die forever, his shoddy works undone, his usurped 
crown torn from his palsied grasp, his impotence unmasked, his power to harm shattered for all eternity 
like shards of thinnest glass. Receive the glory due your name, Lord Christ! The grip of death already slips. 
It cannot slow the steady progress of the resurrection, now advancing, one day to be made visible in the 
full outworking of its infinite glad implications. The door that led to death has been remade by Christ into 
the door that opens into everlasting life.  You have made all things well. You have made all things well, O 
Christ! 

Silence is kept. Silent Prayer/Reflection (1-2 mins) 

Third Reader: Now, O King of All of space and time, raise your scepter, declare the advent of the age of 
the healing and remaking of the world, of the great rejoining of these realms of earth and heaven, of the 
eternal dwelling of God with his people in this reconstructed temple of Creation. We who live in this 
shadowland of death’s last stand, await your appearance and command, O Lord! Every longing of our 
souls, every molecule of our physical bodies, is crying out for, yearning for, reaching for, tilted toward, the 
irresistible gravity of your being and your glory. Come quickly, Lord Jesus! We await your speaking of the 
word that will roll up death like an old, disintegrating scroll, bind it with iron bands, and cast it into flames. 
Christ alone will wear the crown! Christ alone is worthy of the name above all names. Every knee will bow 
and every tongue proclaim the rightness of his coronation. All sorrows we endure for now are but the 
rattling grasp that signals death’s defeat. Christ’s heel is planted on death’s neck. Death cannot breathe. 
And this space in which we grieve is but the long exhale of death’s last expiring breath. This age of passing 
sorrows is but the long death rattle of death itself. The outcome bears no hint of doubt. The work is done. 
The victory is won. So death will be undone. All works of death will be undone. And we, whose lives are hid 
with Christ, in God, will rise to live, eternal, every one. You have made all things well, O Christ! You have 
made all things well!

Silence is kept. 

Fourth Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: ‘We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him’ - Romans 6:9. 



Leader: The victory is yours, O King! Now claim what is your own! Every inch of earth, all the span of 
heaven, fields and skies and stars and seas, all continents and forests, all nebulae and galaxies, all creatures 
and people, all principalities and governments, all of time and history, all wonders and mysteries, all loves, 
all hearts, all lives- all this is yours! The crown, the throne, the prize! The name above all names! The 
kingdom and the joy! The glory and the praise! The victory over death! The conquering of the grave! O 
King of Kings, we offer our eternal adoration! Now let your resurrection at last be worked through all the 
fabric of creation, till every fiber, every atom, every particle in play, is bathed in holy light, consecrated 
forever as your own, till every sorrow we’ve sustained is redeemed, restore, renamed; till ones we’ve loved 
and lost and grieved are joined to us again; till all the brokenness that breaks our world is by your word 
made whole. You have made all things well, O Lord of Life! O King of Creation! O Christ who Conquered 
Death! You have made all things well! You are the radiant end toward which all creation tends. In you 
dwells the fullness of God, and through you all things are reconciled to God. You are the beginning, and 
the firstborn from among the dead. You are the firstborn over all creation. You are the church’s living head. 
In all things you are supreme. All glory is your own eternal glory. You are faithful and true. You have kept 
your promises. You have done what you said. You have rescued your children and your creation from the 
futility, from the fear, and from the lingering kingdom of death. You have done what you said. You have 
made all things well, O King of Earth and Heaven! You have made all things well! O Christ who gives us life, 
we give you praise!
 
First Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live- John 11:25 (KJV). 

Second Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all 
peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord will wipe 
away the tears from all faces…In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he 
saved us. This is the Lord, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation” Isa 25:7-8a, 9. 

Third Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: ‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Chrsit from the 
dead’- 1 Pet 1:3. 
 
Fourth Reader: Hear the word of the Lord: ‘I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for 
ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades’ Rev 1:18. 

    Pray: Crush this age old darkness, O Christ, in the winepress of your everlasting light. 
Trample this old darkness and from it draw the wine of everlasting life. Upend all works of death. 
Make all things news. Make all things right. You have made all things well. You have made all things 
well. Amen!  



2. A Liturgy For Those Mourning/Suffering Grief/Guilt 
Over a Past Abortion (10 mins)

First Prayer: “O Christ who comforts all who come to you, may your love encompass this loss, your 
mercies meet and fill the heartaches, your grace redeem the deep regrets. For some have not been able 
to move past that chapter in their story when the life of their child was ended. At the time they did not 
know what emotions they would carry from that place, what lingering sense of grief and loss. But now 
we must consider these wounds that have not healed. 

Second Prayer: O Christ, who bears the weight of all our sorrow, no one cannot rewrite their past, but 
they can offer it to you, clinging to the truth that you have already carried for them the guilt and shame 
and grief of every broken moment in their history. In time, you will redeem every loss and sorrow your 
children have known. This promise they would cling to even in their confusion, for I cannot begin to 
imagine what the redemption of this grief and loss will take in your restored kingdom, O Christ. Those 
holy mysteries are beyond my searching out. 

Third Prayer: Even so, give them faith enough to believe that your eternal mending will at the last be 
complete, perfect, and lacking in nothing that joy would require. There is no guilt that your own blood 
does not atone for, no shame that your grace does not redeem, no grief that your lovingkindness does 
not meet and fill, no loss that your mercies will not restore. When they feel that they cannot forgive 
themselves, remind them that such a burden never rested on them, for this is not theirs to forgive. It is 
yours alone to forgive, Jesus. And so I entrust this burden to you, with every attendant sense of guilt, 
shame, regret, or pain. 

Fourth Prayer: Take the sum of this hard experience, and bring beauty from it. Take this troubled 
memory, and form it to a brighter hope. Sift and shape their heart and thoughts, O God, by the 
sanctifying convictions of your Spirit. Let them come to a right understanding of their own past– not 
viewed through a lens of condemnation, but through the eyes of your truth, your love, your grace. 
Teach them how to rightly grieve this loss, without becoming trapped in a downward-spiraling maze of 
crippling self-reproach. Rather, let their movement be always toward your heart, and so always toward 
greater healing, wholeness and wisdom. 

Fifth prayer: Be at work in their heart even now, O Lord, tendering these scars, making them supple 
again, that they might be more receptive to the shaping of your hands, and more ready for the future 
service of your kingdom. If these their wounds continue to bleed even as they heal, let them bleed not 
with self-contempt and shame, but with the very compassions of Christ. For it is finally your grace that 
will reinterpret their entire history, and your love that, at last, will name me with my true name. I offer to 
you these pieces of my past, O God. Now make of them what you will. Amen.



3. A Prayer For The Nations (5 mins)

Worldwide effects of the fall: Abortion is a global tragedy. Without the light of the gospel, a 
desperate and suffering world looks to death as its savior. Russia, for example, has the highest 
abortion rate averaging 53.7 abortions per 1,000 women (the United States is 20.8). It is estimated
 that more than 15 million abortions take place in India every year.

Euthanasia and assisted suicide are growing trends globally. Countries like Canada and Belgium have 
legalized the practice. In the Netherlands children as young as 12 qualify for assisted suicide.

Without the transforming power of the gospel, dehumanization and death will continue to plague the 
world.

Gospel Hope: Pray for the light of Christ to shine in the hearts of those sitting in darkness and for life to 
reign where death currently oppresses.

Read Scripture: Isaiah 42:5-7 
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
“I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
I will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.”

Prayer: Lord, you are the creator and giver of life. Every breath we breathe is a gift from you, and every 
life has value because you give it value. May your righteous servant, Jesus Christ, be exalted and 
proclaimed among the nations. Shine the light of your truth and open the eyes of the blind. Bring life 
and freedom as your gospel is embraced by those who sit in darkness. May you be glorified as those 
who were once slaves of death become servants of the light. You are worthy to receive glory, honor, and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created. Amen



4. Pray for our Responsibility as Christians (25 mins)

Pray for the state’s legalization of abortion 
Use 1 Tim 2:1-7; Ps 82:4; Ps 10:17-18 as your guide for this section. 

Proclaim: Pray that the Lord would give us boldness in gospel proclamation and defense of the 
unborn  
Use- Prov 31:8 ‘Open your mouth for the mature, for the rights of all who are destitute.’ Also Eph 6:19-
20; Col 1:28

Participate: Pray for wisdom in our participation as salt and light in the community 
Use Prov 24:11-12 “Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are 
stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart 
perceive it?” Also Matt 5:13-16; 1 John 2:7-11. 


