
Small Group Questions                  October 18, 2020 

LEADERS 
1 Cor. 14 will likely challenge a number of deeply held personal beliefs on the subject of tongues in 
particular.  Pray, be gracious, and do all you can to keep the main thing the main thing (love!).  For 
many people this is their first time actually studying these verses in context, let alone the concept of 
tongues.  The most fruitful conversations will likely be the ones that keep all eyes on the text! 

LEARN 
Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 together. What stands out in the passage or from Sunday’s sermon that was 
helpful, challenging, or encouraging? 

How does love inform the way the gifts are exercised? 
(The prime consideration needs to be edification of the church.  Love informs the way the gifts are approached 
[v. 1-2], applied [v. 3-4], and assessed [v. 5].) 

In v. 2-3, what distinctions is Paul drawing between a tongue no one understands and plainly speaking 
the Word of God for those prophesying? 
(A tongue, i.e. unknown foreign language, is inherently not understood by the speaker nor any others w/o gift 
of interpretation. Plainly speaking the Word in prophesy builds up, encourages, and consoles believers.) 

Why does Paul put so much emphasis on building up the church and not the individual Christian 
building him or herself up? 
(Christians are to build up one another in love. A focus on self-edification may have limited benefit but is often 
self-serving.  Christians focused on others in the body ensure all are built up, encouraged, edified.) 

PRACTICE 
How do these verses help you consider what is most valuable for a local church to be built up to 
maturity?   
(Ex: We need to emphasize love, as well as God’s Word taught, explained, applied. Not an experience driven, 
experience seeking opportunity for self-edification.) 

How can you personally participate in edifying, or building up, Doxa Church?  What does it tangibly 
look like in your life? 
(Ex:  Committing to the community long-term.  Focusing on displaying the kind of love described in ch. 13.  
Prioritizing God’s Word in your worship.  Encouraging others.  Serving as able & where needed.) 

Group prayer:  As we continue into some controversial territory in 1 Cor. 14, pray for needed clarity, 
convictions from the Word, and unity maintained around what is central (love) in the church. 

CHANGE 
How are you doing with Paul’s command to “pursue love”?  What else are you pursuing that competes 
or crowds out the pursuit of love in your life? 
(Leaders, consider rereading 1 Cor. 13:4-7.  Ex. of competing things:  Job/career, wasting time, self-serving 
interests or hobbies, selfishness, distractions of politics/Covid, sins we are not fighting against or repenting of)


