
Small Group Questions                November 1, 2020 

LEADERS 
Please pray together for our nation this week as the Presidential election unfolds. Whichever night you 
are meeting, please pray the Lord’s will is done, for unity in the church, and protection of any police/
fire/emergency personnel who may be responding to civil unrest. 

LEARN 
Read 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 together. What stands out from the text or Sunday’s sermon that is 
helpful, encouraging, or challenging? 

What is Paul’s argument in the text about what tongues is good for?   
(A miraculous gift of foreign languages for gospel proclamation, as a sign to unbelievers of judgment 
for unbelief.  It is meaningless to anyone who did not know the tongue being spoken.) 

How is the context of Isaiah 28:11-12 relevant in understanding the purpose of tongues?  Why does it 
matter that Paul references this episode in Israel’s history? 
(God judged Israel through Assyria, part of covenant curses of Deut. 28:49-50.  Israel rejected Isaiah’s 
message of repentance.  Foreign tongues was a negative sign of judgment, not indication of “God 
working among us” for example.)  

When the church is gathered, what impact does tongues have on an unbeliever? What impact does 
prophecy have on an unbeliever?   
(Ex: Many people using foreign language tongues sounds like madness to unbeliever.  Prophecy 
teaches, builds up, convicts, causes unbeliever to confess God is among you.) 

PRACTICE 
How does a Christian become mature in their thinking?  How do you personally pursue mature 
thinking? 
(Ex: Renewal of the mind through the Word – read, studied, understood, meditated upon.  Grow in 
wisdom through the Word to rightly divide truth from error.) 

In what way should we be mindful of unbelievers when the church is gathered on Sundays? How can 
we as a church body demonstrate the gospel to unbelievers in our midst? 
(It’s good to anticipate unbelievers in our midst. The gathering is not for them as much as for believers, 
but we want them hearing the Word and seeing the witness of God’s people worshiping.) 

CHANGE 
Verse 25 talks about the secrets of the unbeliever’s heart being disclosed when they hear God’s Word. 
Hebrews 4:12 also tells us God’s Word discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart for all of us.  
How have you seen God expose thoughts, intentions, and beliefs in your heart lately? 
(Leaders: The goal is to help each other identify ways God’s Word addresses our sin, our false beliefs, 
correct them and lead us to worship and obedience.  God’s Word is living and active!  Encourage 
faithful reading, meditating, prayer for obedience to it in increasing measure.)


