
Small Group Questions          March 7, 2021 

LEADERS 
Second Sunday is this Sunday, the 14th, at 5:00pm!  Please encourage your members to attend. 

LEARN 
Read 1 Corinthians 16:5-12 together.  What stands out from the text or from Sunday’s sermon that was 
helpful, encouraging, or challenging? 

What is the relationship between strategic planning in life and submitting to the purposes of God? 
(Strategic planning is important to accomplishing goals and being effective in ministry.  But we must 
not act as if our plans are the only reality. God is sovereign over our steps – Prov. 16:9) 

Why does Paul not seem phased by there being many adversaries against the gospel work he is 
seeking to do? How is his mindset instructive for us? 
(Ex: The kingdom of darkness is always against God’s kingdom advancing, so opposition should be 
baked into our assumptions. We need prayerful preparation for people coming against gospel work.) 

What is the place of ministry partnership in the church? Why is partnership so much better than the 
common lone ranger mentality? 
(Ex: Partnering together demonstrates we believe local churches are a body with many members, with 
different complementary gifts, leaders leading together in unity. It’s the truest form of church!) 

PRACTICE 
How do you strategically plan for ministry?  What kind of preparation/planning have you found to help 
you be effective in serving the Lord? 
(Leaders: Consider developing a short list together of ways we can all strategically plan our lives for 
ministry. Ex: Prayer, listening for needs, filling gaps you see, being a solution to problems you see.) 

How do you respond to opponents of gospel truths and gospel work?  What are practical ways to 
know opposition exists without fearing it? 
(Ex: Shine the light of Christ, aware darkness hates the light [John 1:4-5, 3:17-21, Phil. 2:14-16].  Pray 
for those who persecute you. Know you will be mischaracterized/misunderstood, and ask the Lord to 
grow you in humility and integrity so opponents will not have a legitimate case to make.) 

Can you relate to the struggle of wanting the “perfect opportunity” versus walking by faith through 
open doors?  How can we address this and grow past this in our lives? 
(Ex: The perfect opportunity can paralyze us from faithfully doing what’s in front of us, or addressing 
needs of the church.  “Perfect” can be an excuse not to get involved when it’s less than desirable.) 

CHANGE 
Is there a way you need to strategically plan to be involved in ministry at Doxa?  Are there open doors 
you’re aware of you’re not walking through?  Discuss either/both of these together and pray for the 
Lord to work in your heart to maximize your impact for his glory.


