
Small Group Questions          April 19, 2020 

LEADERS 
Please check out the SG Newsletter sent on Friday, April 17th for information and suggestions on 
various aspects of SG Leadership in this season of meeting virtually. 

LEARN 
Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 together.  What stands out from the text or from Sunday’s sermon that was 
helpful, encouraging, or challenging? 

Why is knowledge insufficient for the Christian life?  What is the essential element that makes 
knowledge work rightly? 
(Understanding verses and concepts is not the point and never has been. Loving God and others is 
the essential ingredient to the right use/application of our biblical knowledge.) 

What is Paul’s big theological point about idols compared to the living God? 
(Physical idols are not gods [though demons/gods are real, 10:18-22].  There is one God, the Father, 
and one Lord, Jesus.  God the source, Christ the agent in creating/sustaining all things)  

PRACTICE 
In what ways have you been tempted to settle for mere knowledge of the truth without a heart of love 
for other Christians? 

How can you avoid letting “good theology” become an excuse for acting in self-centered ways related 
to Christian freedoms? 
(Ex: When growing in biblical/theological maturity, look to use the knowledge to serve the good of 
others, which may mean teaching or dialogue, or may mean praying for others in new ways.) 

While sacrificing freedoms for a weaker Christian is important, Paul is not using this in a universal 
constant sense as if to police or prevent freedom.  How should godly wisdom inform us when to make 
a sacrifice vs. when to confidently walk in biblical freedom? 
(Ex: Get to know people’s backgrounds, areas of weakness or misunderstanding, sensitive 
consciences. Gentle instruction in the Truth is great, but not to pressure them into something.) 

CHANGE 
Is anything in this passage a struggle for you to understand? How will you commit to using your time 
to study and grow in biblical truth and love? 
(Leaders: The thought here is to encourage/challenge people to take an extra step to study a deep 
truth they need greater understanding of. Let’s not waste the extra time we have! This could be areas 
like Christian freedom, idols, the idea of “many gods and many lords”, the Lordship of Jesus, etc.)


