
Small Group Questions               May 23, 2021 

LEADERS 
This is no doubt among the toughest subjects for folks to wrestle with!  Pray for patience, for the truth 
of God’s Word to unite hearts, and trust that the Lord’s going to use this for his glory. 

LEARN 
Read Ephesians 1:3-14 together.  What comes to mind as you read that text and as you consider the 
sermon that was helpful, encouraging or challenging? 

What is the doctrine of predestination about? 
(Intentionally broad question!  Ex: The biblical teaching of God’s sovereign freedom to save sinners by grace 
through the work of Christ, which he pre-determined before the creation of the world.) 

The subject of predestination is often approached emotionally before it’s approached biblically.  Why 
is it so vital to put the Bible’s teaching ahead of our emotions, especially in this case? 
(Ex: The Bible gives clarity on the issue for us to trust God about and worship God for.  We submit to his Word 
on the matter, aligning our emotions to his Word and not the other way around.)  

What role should original sin & total depravity play in the way we should think about predestination?  
(Ex: A big role!  Our inability to choose God in our own power because of slavery to sin, spiritual death, is clear 
in Scripture and must be significant in our thinking on the issue.) 

PRACTICE 
The question isn’t how can a loving God send anyone to hell, but how can a just and holy God allow 
anyone into heaven… how does framing the issue in this second sense help you understand the glory 
of the gospel? 

Has the subject of predestination become a comfort to your soul, something you are grateful for?  Or 
is it still difficult to come to terms with?   
(Leaders: spend some time honestly assessing where you’re at together and consider making this a part of your 
group prayer time, to come to joyful trust in God’s Word on the matter) 

How should the doctrine of predestination move us to glory in God’s grace?  How is it doing that in 
your life? 
(Ex:  Seeing it as a cause for our worship, mobilizing us for evangelism, take comfort in God’s power to save, 
move us to humility, manifest courage in us, make us like Jesus.) 

Group prayer:  Pray for our hearts and minds on this issue of predestination to be God-centered and 
faithful to Scripture, submitting to God and praising his powerful grace to save sinners. 

CHANGE 
Does the doctrine of predestination positively influence your evangelization efforts, motivating the 
work and trusting God with the results?  Discuss together how a right view of predestination helps our 
gospel efforts in the world and pray for lost family/friends by name together. 
Verses used or referenced in the sermon: 



Psalm 58:3 
Isaiah 53:6 
Jeremiah 17:9 
Mark 7:21-23 
John 3:3, 6:44, 6:65, 8:34 
Romans 3:1-10, 8:28 – 10:1 
1 Corinthians 1:27-29 
Ephesians 1:3-14, 2:1-10 
2 Timothy 1:8-9 


