
Small Group Questions          June 13, 2021 

LEADERS 
One challenge with discussing the topic of evil is not being grounded in the Word.  Seek to help your 
group to avoid mere speculation this week by remaining as biblically minded as possible. 

LEARN 
Many verses/passages were read on Sunday.  Select a few of them to read together.  What do you find 
instructive and helpful in those passages and from Sunday’s sermon? 

Why is it valuable and necessary to consider the relationship of God and evil?  What is at stake in our 
lives if we don’t bother doing this hard work? 
(Ex: We are faced with evil personally and generally, and need biblical perspective.  To not consider it will be to 
open ourselves up to lies or trite notions that will not strengthen us in faith.) 

We are confronted with our limited, finite understanding when we explore this topic. Yet to the best of 
our ability as Christians, how can we biblically answer the question “Why does evil exist”? 
(The fall, and evil, did not catch God by surprise. God purposes it in order to maximize his glory and to reveal 
the fullness of his character, glory, grace, holiness, justice in the world.) 

How should we biblically respond to someone claiming that God cannot be both all-powerful and 
good because of the existence of evil? 
(Ex: The existence of evil presupposes a standard for “good”.  As all-powerful, God does not stop all evil but 
uses all evil for his glory and to reveal his character.) 

PRACTICE 
Read Genesis 50:20 together.  Briefly recap the story of Joseph for anyone unfamiliar.  How does a 
verse like this help you personally reflect on God’s power over evil/suffering in your own life? 
(Ex: God takes what humanity purposed for evil and employs it for good purposes, even when we cannot see it 
at the time or perhaps never can explain it.) 

Is the cross of Christ central to your response about why God is still good even with the reality of evil 
and suffering? How should the cross become a comfort to our souls? 
(Ex: As God, Jesus entered the fallen world and bore in himself the weight of sin and evil on the cross, 
conquering it through death itself.  We serve, follow, and worship the King who died and rose to conquer evil.  
Our souls can take comfort in the God who truly knows suffering and evil.) 

We all suffer and endure evil in various ways and to various degrees.  Let’s take a few minutes to give 
testimony to God’s goodness and power in the midst of our suffering. 

Read Rom. 8:31-39 and use it to praise God for his conquering love through the cross. 

CHANGE 
Do you struggle to trust God is good and working for his glory even in the midst of evil you can’t make 
sense of?  How does God’s Word help you grow toward trusting God in this difficult area? 

VERSES USED/REFERENCE IN THE SERMON 



Genesis 50:20 
Exodus 7:3, 8:15, 9:34, 14:8 
Job 1:16-19, 2:10, 42:11 
Proverbs 19:21, 21:1 
Isaiah 45:8, 46:10, 53:3 
Daniel 4:17 
Amos 4:6-11 

Mark 7:21-23 
John 8:44, 9:1-3 
Romans 3:10-20, 9:22 
2 Corinthians 4:17 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
James 1:13-14 
1 Peter 3:17 
1 John 5:19 
Revelation 12:11, 13:8


