
Small Group Questions          July 19, 2020 

LEADERS 
For help in planning ahead:  Pastor Scott will preach a 3-week series on missions Aug. 16–30, and then 
be back in 1 Corinthians 12 starting Sept. 6. 

LEARN 
Read Romans 7:17-24 together. What stands out from the text and/or from Sunday’s sermon that was 
helpful, encouraging, or challenging? 

What is the larger context of this passage in terms of what Paul has already covered in Romans, 
particularly Romans 6:1-14? 
(Ex: All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God… justification is a free gift of God to be 
received by faith… because of Christ, you are dead to sin and alive to God through Christ.) 

Have someone read Romans 7:5-6, then 7:18, then 8:3-4 all in succession.  What do these verses 
communicate about the power of the gospel in our lives? 
(Ex: We are utterly unable to carry out the law in our strength or flesh.  But God did what the law 
couldn’t, through Christ, fulfilling righteousness and giving us the righteousness of Christ.) 

Why is it so vital to connect Romans 7:17-24 to Romans 8:1 and following? 
(Ex: We cannot act like Paul wallows in self-pity in chapter 7!  We recognize the struggle against sin but 
the overwhelming power of God, no condemnation b/c of Christ.) 

PRACTICE 
How should the fact that the gospel is about God’s actions, his long-suffering for you and not your 
actions for him, motivate you toward obedience and discipline in your life? 
(Ex: God did the work, gave me his Spirit, made me alive in Christ, so that I can now make new choices 
and live in new ways that obey and glorify him, and fill me with joy in doing so.) 

Which camp do you more commonly fit into:  working in your own strength to fight sin, or despairing 
and giving up on the fight against sin? What is the gospel hope/answer in both situations? 
(Ex: God accomplished my salvation, by his indwelling Spirit I can gain victory over sin and resist 
despair because his grace is sufficient in every aspect of my life to make me more like Christ.) 

How have various cultural realities or events of 2020 exposed sin issues in your heart thus far?  How 
can repenting of them lead you to gospel motivated, Spirit empowered new ways of thinking & living? 
(Ex: patience, idolatry, anger, lust, anxiousness.  Repentance is a positive direction toward godliness 
and joy in Christ, not merely a recognition of a sin.  Repenting magnifies the gospel!) 

CHANGE 
The 2 most consistent spiritual disciplines in our lives need to be time spent in God’s Word and an 
ongoing life of prayer.  How are these 2 disciplines for you lately?  Spend time praying together that 
God would strengthen and enable greater consistency and depth of each in our lives. 


