
Small Group Questions          July 26, 2020 

LEADERS 
Outdoor church begins August 9th!  Please encourage your group members to make arrangements to 
attend a Sunday service outdoors at Doxa. We recognize and respect various factors that may keep 
folks from joining, but for all who can we look forward to gathering soon. 

LEARN 
Read Colossians 1:9-23 together.  What stands out in the text or from the sermon that is was helpful, 
encouraging, or challenging? 

What is the proper meaning of Jesus being the “Firstborn” and how would you defend the answer 
biblically? 
(Firstborn is about Christ’s preeminence, holding first place above all else, not his creation order.  
Jesus is the image of God, who is unseen.  Col. 1:18 shows firstborn is about position.) 

When someone tells you “The Bible never claims Jesus is God”, how should you respond? What 
passages would you go to in order to demonstrate Jesus is God? 
(It claims and proves Jesus is God, in its own very rich/undeniable way.  See examples pg. 2) 

PRACTICE 
What kind of impact does a sermon like this have on your worship of God?  How can this help you to 
be increasingly amazed at the good news of the gospel? 
(Ex.: It magnifies the nature, power, grace, love of God.  Demonstrates all he did to save me.  Brings 
confidence/assurance  in my salvation because of who God is and what Christ accomplished.) 

Preeminence starts with allegiance, and then flows into action.  How does your life demonstrate 
allegiance to Christ as preeminent in your life? 
(Ex.: I repent of sin regularly, acknowledging his Lordship of my life.  I rejoice in being reconciled to 
him.  I desire others to see and know Jesus.  I sacrifice time, energy, finances in serving him.) 

A Christian is one who has been reconciled to God through Jesus.  How can this great truth produce 
ongoing peace, security, and joy in your life when you face various trials? 
(Ex.: The greatest need in my life has been met through Jesus, so I can face anything else with him.  I 
didn’t earn salvation, he accomplished it, therefore nothing can threaten to take it from me.) 

CHANGE 
What competes for your heart’s greatest allegiance, i.e. for preeminence in your life?  What would it 
take to successfully live with Christ as preeminent on a daily basis? 
(We all have at least one relationship, hope/expectation, goal, desire, that tends to compete for 
preeminence.  Ex. of answering the 2nd question includes confessing what that is, repenting of it, 
seeking God’s help to treasure Christ above all things, consistent worship/devo life, abiding in him.) 



LIST OF PASSAGES USED 

Proof 1 verses:  “Immediate context and Firstborn” 
Colossians 1:9-23 | Exodus 4:22 | Psalm 89:27  

Proof 2 verses:  “Jesus/Gospels claim Jesus is God” 
John 1:1-5 | John 8:56-59 | John 10:33 | John 5:18 | Matthew 21:9 | Psalm 8:1-2 | Luke 8:24-25 | 

Mark 2:5-12 | John 6 (bread from heaven)  

Proof 3 verses: “Biblical Texts claim Jesus is God” 
 Isaiah 7:14 | Isaiah 9:6 | Isaiah 44:6 | Revelation 1:17-18, 22:12-13 (Alpha and Omega) | Daniel 7 

(Son of Man, Ancient of Days) | Revelation 1:13-18 | Colossians 2:9-10 | 1 John 5:20


