
Small Group Questions             September 27, 2020 

LEADERS 
Please encourage your group to join in on Doxa’s 7th anniversary celebration coming up October 4th, 
starting at 5:00pm.  Rejoice in God’s goodness, buy dinner at food trucks, and LOTS of baptisms! 

LEARN 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:27 – 13:3 together. What stands out in the text and from Sunday’s sermon that is 
helpful, encouraging, or challenging? 

What is important in the context for understanding the list in v. 28-31 properly?   
(Paul lists #1, #2, #3, so it is in descending order/value.  The last 5 are subordinate to the first 3.  
Tongues is last in both lists in ch. 12, likely due to exaggerated importance in Corinth.) 

Why is it important that Apostles and prophets are #1 and #2 in this list?  What else does Paul say 
about these 2 offices? 
(Apostles’ jurisdiction was over the whole church, not just local.  Prophets spoke authoritative words to 
guide the church, receiving new revelation from God but subordinated to Apostles.  Ephesians 2:20 
tells us the church is built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets.) 

How does 12:31b – 13:3 serve as a corrective to over valuing spiritual gifts when compared to the vital 
role of love in a church? 
(Ex: Loving God and one another is fulfilling God’s law.  Love is the chief spiritual fruit of Galatians 5, 
the true demonstration the Spirit is in a person. Any Christian activity without love is hollow, void.) 

PRACTICE 
What are some of the practical consequences/dangers in a local church that over-values spiritual gifts 
rather than keeping love central?  How can you tell when it happens? 
(Ex: Propping up certain people and building ego/pride in them. Not considering spiritual maturity 
and love as more vital than gifts will wreak great damage in church over time.) 

Churches have a culture.  The Corinthians’ culture was toxic and unhealthy.  How can you help Doxa be 
a church where the greater way of love is truly primary over the expression of gifts? 
(Ex: Pray for godly love to increase in you and the whole church.  In any way you serve and/or lead, 
make your first goal loving the people you’re serving and serving alongside.) 

Group prayer idea:  Pray for new folks at Doxa to be able to find a home, plug in, and join this local 
body for their own growth in Christ and for the health of our church. 

CHANGE 
1 Cor. 13:3 tells us even tremendous sacrifices without love do not gain anything.  Where are you 
prone to sacrifice without love?  What needs to change in your heart so all that you do is done in love?


