
How Small Groups Succeed 
Discipleship in Community  |  Week 5 

Read Romans 12:1-21 as a group 

Romans 12 comes after a lot of teaching from Paul in Romans 1-11, summed up here 
as “by the mercies of God”, i.e. “in light of what has been said”.  What are some of the 
bedrock, vital truths in Romans 1-11 as they relate to the gospel? 

How do these preceding truths from chapters 1-11 help us make sense of 
Paul’s teaching to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” to God?   

What place does Christian community have in helping a disciple to not be conformed 
to the world but to be transformed by the renewal of our minds? 

Read v. 4-5 again.  Why is it so important that Christians take this seriously in a local 
church?  What is at stake if we abandon a “belonging” mentality and adopt a 
“business” mentality, as if church were about exchanging goods and services? 

Paul references some spiritual gifts in v. 6-8 then calls all Christians to certain godly 
virtues in v. 9-21.   
Why is it important to serve in areas we are gifted yet also to reflect the godly virtues 
mentioned regardless of where we serve? 

Which of the virtues listed in v. 9-21 is either difficult for you or just plain lacking in 
your life right now?  How about something you can testify to seeing God grow you in 
within the past 3-6 months? 

What evidence comes to mind when you think of a small group doing a good job in 
the command: “Love one another with brotherly affection”? 

Breakout:  
 • Breakout question:  What is the greatest area of growth you need to commit to 

in your walk with Christ currently?    

 ◦ How will you take a step in that direction this week?   


