
 © 2011 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Discovering God’s Love Leader’s Guide • 161

Lesson 17

God’s Word“I will praise you, O Lord.”  2 Samuel 22:50 

God’s Word and MeI can give thanks to God for Jesus.

Wise Men Give Gifts
Bible Story
Matthew 2:1-12

Teacher Challenge
The gifts the wise men gave to worship Jesus sym-
bolized Jesus. Gold, the most valuable of metals, 
indicated that Jesus is our King. Frankincense, 
a resin used in worship in the Temple, honored 
Jesus as God. Myrrh, a resin used for medicinal 
purposes and embalming the dead, showed that 
Jesus was human and so would die. Jesus would fulfill His 
purpose for being born—though a king, a high priest and a healer, Jesus would 
suffer for us all and become our redeeming sacrifice.

➥ When do you worship Jesus? What gifts do you give Him?

➥ How can you show those around you that Jesus is worthy of worship?

When we come to the King in worship, He pours out His gifts on us as He rules our lives, intercedes 
for us, heals us and forgives us. What a message of hope you have to share with the children in your 
class and their families!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you 

will provide and the order in 
which children will participate 
in them. For tips on schedule 
planning, see page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each center, 
making sure to have one adult 
for approximately every six 
children. For staffing tips  
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center:  
Find the Card

Collect
Bible, a variety of Christmas cards depicting scenes 
from the story of Jesus’ birth; optional—Lesson 
17 Christmas Story Patterns from Discovering 
God’s Love CD-ROM.

Prepare
Hide cards in classroom. (Optional: Print and cut out Christmas Story 
Patterns from CD-ROM to supplement your Christmas cards.)

Do
1. At your signal, children search for cards.  

2. Guide children to place the cards in story order, or to sort by category (cards showing angels, cards 
showing shepherds, etc.). Talk with children about the pictured events. 

Talk About
➥ In today’s Bible story, the wise men followed a star to find Jesus. They gave Jesus gifts 

to worship Him. We are thankful for Jesus and worship Him, too. Let’s search for some 
cards to tell the story of Jesus’ birth. 

➥ What does your family do to worship Jesus at Christmastime? My family sings songs to 
say thanks to God for sending Jesus. 

➥ In reviewing the story of Jesus’ birth, if a child mentions the 
wise men visiting Jesus at the stable, simply tell the story cor-
rectly rather than saying the child is wrong. The wise men fol-
lowed God’s special star for a long, long time. When they 
found Jesus at Mary and Joseph’s house, Jesus was no lon-
ger a baby. He was a little boy! 

➥ The Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord.” “Lord” is anoth-
er name for God. Pray briefly, Thank You, God, for sending 
Jesus to be born. 

For Younger Children
Be alert to children who may have difficulty finding cards. Offer verbal clues. Look under the table. 
Look higher on the bookshelf. If needed, take the child by hand and lead him or her directly to a 
card.

For Older Children
If you don’t have a card for each child, choose volunteers according to the number of cards available. 
Repeat activity so that each child gets a turn to find a card.
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Play to Learn
Art Center:  
Cinnamon Ornaments

Collect
Bible, ribbon, scissors, sandpaper, cinnamon 
sticks, hole punch; optional—Lesson 17 Star 
Pattern from Discovering God’s Love CD-ROM.

Prepare
Cut ribbon into 8-inch (20.5-cm) lengths. Cut the sand-
paper into star shapes, at least one for each child. (Note: Sandpaper will make 
scissors blunt, so use an old or cheap pair of scissors.) (Optional: Use the Star Pattern from the 
CD-ROM as a template.)

Do
1. Children rub cinnamon sticks on star shapes to add color and fragrance. 

2. Punch a hole in the top of each star. Thread ribbon through hole and tie into a bow. 

Talk About
➥ In today’s Bible story, wise men followed a star and 

found Jesus. They gave Jesus gifts and worshiped 
Him. Let’s make star decorations. Our decorations 
will remind us to thank God for Jesus.

➥ When can you see stars in the sky? How many stars 
do you think are in the sky? Who made all the stars?

➥ The Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord.” “Lord” is 
another name for God. We praise God at Christmas 
for sending Jesus to be born.

➥ God showed how much He loved us when He sent 
Jesus to be born. We celebrate Christmas to remem-
ber God’s love and His special gift to us of His Son, 
Jesus. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for sending 
Your Son, Jesus.  

For Younger Children
Young children enjoy scribbling with cinnamon more for the fragrance than the design that results.

For Older Children
Children may also glue glitter to the edge of the stars.
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Play to Learn
Block Center:  
Christmas Blocks

Collect
Bible, blocks, scissors, several rolls of Christmas 
gift wrap, tape.

Prepare
Attach short pieces of tape to a nearby table edge 
for children to use.

Do
1. Children wrap blocks in gift wrap. 

2. Children may act out giving gifts to friends, stack gifts, and arrange by size or color.

Talk About
➥ In today’s Bible story, wise men followed a star 

and found Jesus. They gave Jesus gifts and wor-
shipped Him. Let’s wrap these blocks to make 
pretend gifts.

➥ At Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 
Carisza, what are some things your family 
does to celebrate your birthday? At Christmas, 
we decorate our house, eat special food and 
give gifts. We show that we love Jesus and are 
thankful that He was born.

➥ The Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord.” 
“Lord” is another name for God. When you get 
a gift, what do you say? We can thank God for 
sending Jesus as a gift to us. Pray briefly, Dear 
God, thank You for Jesus!

For Younger Children
Children decorate blocks by taping small pieces of gift wrap to the blocks.

For Older Children
Provide gift wrap in a variety of textures (shiny, foil, tissue paper, etc.).
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Play to Learn
Science Center:  
Apple Stars

Collect
Bible, several apples, knife, small paper plates.

Prepare
Post a note alerting parents to the use of food 
in this activity. Also check registration forms for 
possible food allergies.

Do
1. While children are watching, cut apples as shown in sketch. 

2. Ask children to tell what shape the seeds form. (A star.) Give children small pieces of apple to eat, 
making sure to cut the core away.

Talk About
➥ The Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord.” “Lord” is another name for God. We can thank 

God that Jesus was born. Let’s look at something that we often see at Christmastime. 
What shape do you see in this apple?

➥ In our Bible story there was a very bright star. 
The wise men followed the star to find Jesus! 
The wise men thanked God for Jesus. We can re-
member this story each time we eat an apple!

➥ Whose birthday is Christmas? (Jesus’ birthday.) 
We can thank God for Jesus’ birth.

➥ The Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord.” 
“Lord” is another name for God. Pray briefly, 
Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be born. 

For Younger Children
Remove the skin and cut the apple into bite-sized pieces.

For Older Children
Children count the points on the star.
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Listen to Learn
Matthew 2:1-12 

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 30 pictures from God’s Story for 
Me Poster Pack #1, Preschool Music #1 CD and player, 
magazine pictures of items for which to thank God 
(families, food, home, church, school, water, etc.), 
plastic or wooden nativity scene figures; option-
al—bells or other rhythm instruments, Lesson 17 
Thankful Item Patterns 1-2 from Discovering God’s 
Love CD-ROM, scissors.

Prepare
Optional: Cut apart Thankful Item Patterns.

Greet Each Other
Say this rhyme as you march around the room. Insert child’s name into the rhyme each time, repeating 
the rhyme until all children are named. Children join you as they are named, until everyone is march-
ing. (Optional: Give children bells or other rhythm instruments to play as they march.)

It’s Jesus birthday—time to sing!

Shake the bells to make them ring.

Let’s all sing a happy song.

Come on, (Matthew), and march along!

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Matthew 2. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show 
Bible Story 30 pictures. 

Have you ever played Follow the Leader? What are the rules? Listen to find out what some 
wise men followed to find where little Jesus lived.

Clop, clop, clop went the camels’ feet. The camels carried the wise men on their 
backs. The wise men had seen a very bright star high in the sky. They knew the star 
meant a special child had been born. The wise men wanted to see this special child.

After many nights, the wise men came to a big city. “Where is the special child God 
has sent?” the wise men asked everyone they met. “We saw His star. We want to see 
Him.” 

“The special child is to be born in Bethlehem,” a man told the wise men. “Bethlehem 
is close by,” said the wise men. “Let’s hurry and find the child.” The wise men climbed 
up on the camels’ backs and started toward Bethlehem. 

“Look!” said one wise man as they came to the town. “There’s the star!” As the wise 
men got closer, the star shone above one house. The wise men got down off the 
camels’ backs. They opened their saddle bags and carefully took out beautiful gifts. 
The wise men found Mary and Jesus. Jesus was a little boy now. The wise men gave 
Jesus their gifts. They gave Him gold and some sweet-smelling perfumes. 

The wise men were glad to see Jesus. They must have been very thankful to God for 
Jesus.
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Lesson 17

Talk About the Story
What did the wise men see that told them something important had happened? (A very 
bright star.) The wise men followed the star and found Jesus. They gave Him gifts and 
thanked God for Jesus. We can give thanks to God for Jesus. What are some ways to show 
our thanks to God? (Pray to God. Sing songs to Him.)

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about God’s love! Lead children in singing 
“God Loved Us” (track 5 on CD). At Christmas, we like to 
give gifts, but this song tells us about the very best gift 
ever. The best gift was when God gave us His Son, Jesus! 

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to 2 Samuel 22:50, say verse aloud. What does this verse tell us we can 
do? (Praise the Lord.) Lead children in saying the verse as a group several times. Then children form a 
circle. Each child says one word of the verse in order around the circle. Repeat the verse in this manner 
several times, making sure each child gets to say a word at least two different times.

Pray to God
Hold facedown the magazine pictures you prepared. (Optional: 
Hold facedown the pictures from Thankful Item Patterns from 
CD-ROM.) These are pictures of things for which we can 
thank God. Ask a volunteer to select and show a picture. 
Angela, what is your picture? Your picture shows a fami-
ly! God gives us our families. Repeat for all pictures with dif-
ferent volunteers. Ask volunteers to say a brief prayer, thanking 
God for the items in their pictures. Let’s thank God for send-
ing His Son, Jesus, to be born. Close in prayer, thanking God 
for sending Jesus. 

Praise to God
Set out plastic or wooden nativity-scene figures. Ask children to cover their eyes. Remove one figure; 
children uncover eyes and tell which one is missing. To vary the game, line up figures in a row. While 
children cover eyes, switch the places of two figures. Children uncover eyes and tell which figures were 
moved. At Christmas we remember God’s gift of His Son, Jesus.

Option: As children sing, have them pass a nativity-scene figure of Jesus.

Option: Ask children to 

name things for which they 

are thankful. Print children’s 

responses on a large sheet of 

paper and tape to a wall for 

parents to read when they 

pick up their children.
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 30 from The Big Book of Bible Story 
Activity Pages #1 for yourself and each child, crayons or 
markers; optional—small star stickers.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instruc-
tions. (Optional: Children attach star stickers to pages.) 
Use the conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages and retell the story.

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Puzzles 33 and 34 (p. 73 and p. 75 from 
The Big Book of Kindergarten Puzzles) for each child; 
pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages.  
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 17 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #1 for yourself and each child, crayons  
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the  
conversation suggestions as children complete  
their pages.

“I will praise you, O Lord.”2 Samuel 22:50

Name ____________________________________

• Child colors page.• Child moves finger along path to show story action. • Where are the wise men going?• When can you thank God for Jesus? 

Bible Story 
Activity 30
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Trace each shape with your finger and say its name. 

The wise men traveled a long way to thank God for Jesus. 

We can thank God for Jesus, too.

Our Bible says, “I will praise you, O Lord“ (2 Samuel 22:50).

Puzzle 33 

BONUS

IDEA!

Find each shape in the picture. Color each shape a different color. 

square                      
             circle                      

             triangle                      
                    re

ctangle

Draw a big � and a       on a sheet of paper. 

Cut out the shapes.
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“I will praise you, O Lord.” 2 Samuel 22:50
Connect the dots. Color the picture.


